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For the past fifty years, a quiet but powerful ministry has 
been lovingly and faithfully carried out by the Our Lady of the 
Lake Quilters.  Members have come and gone over time, of 
course, but  the spirit of the group has remained strong, and 
the outcomes remarkable.  

On a typical Thursday morning, the quilting room, in the low-
er level of the Pastoral Center, is alive with color, holy ener-
gy, and laughter. Winter light filters in from two windows, 
falling upon a rainbow of fabric pieces neatly shelved along 
one whole wall. In the middle of the room, draped over a 
wooden quilting frame, are one almost-finished house block 
quilt and one quilt top in a nine patch pattern—two of the 15
-20 quilts the group produces each year. 

Around a small table near the door, Dorie Traaholt, Shirley 
Tarasewicz, and Bev Belany carefully measure fabric that will 
become the back of the nine patch quilt, while Mary Alice 
Briskie explains how she responded when a friend first invit-
ed her to join the group: “I’ve never quilted in my life! Are 
you kidding me?” That was several years ago. Now, Mary Al-
ice is a regular member of the group. Shirley Ante is seated 
over in the corner at the serger (a veteran machine from the 
old Munsingwear plant), sewing together fabric squares for 
the next project. 

Asked to name their favorite part of their ministry, the ladies 
answer, virtually in unison: spending time together. These 
women clearly love each other. They also love quilting—
designing, measuring, cutting, stitching, tying, and most espe-
cially seeing the finished project when it comes together. 

Asked to name the hardest part, they jokingly reply, “The 
math!” Quilting requires precise calculation and measure-
ment. That precision is particularly important to these quilt-
ers, who pride themselves on wasting as little fabric as possi-
ble. All of the fabric is donated, and these gifts are appreciat-
ed and valued. 

Although most of their projects are bed-sized quilts, the 
group is limited only by its members’ imaginations. They have 
also crafted microwave bowl holders, baby quilts, aprons, 
table runners, and even green, yellow, and purple fake fur 
floor pillows.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They take on the occasional special project, as well. Last year, 
Fr. Paul presented the group with a large quantity of beauti-
ful gold cloth and commissioned them to sew 29 pieces to 
adorn the altars, ambo, etc. in the church at Christmastime. 
Nearby is a bin full of old, damaged American flags that the 
ladies will repair, at the request of the local chapter of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, so that they can be put back into 
commission. [Continued on p. 2] 

Quilting: A Ministry of Love and Laughter 

Shirley T., Mary Alice, and Dorie display the house block quilt. 

Dorie, Bev, and 
Shirley T. con-
sult while laying 
out the backing 
for the nine 
patch quilt. 

Shirley A. sews 
fabric squares 
with the Mun-
singwear serger. 
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[Quilters, cont.] Almost all of the quilts are made to be 
raffled off, mostly at the annual Holiday Bazaar. And this is 
where the Quilting Ministry extends its power and reach. 
Over the decades, the quilt raffles and sale of smaller items 
have generated tens of thousands of dollars. This money is 
then used to fund a wide variety of projects at Our Lady of 
the Lake Church and School. In recent years, the quilters 
have donated $2000 toward the school’s new religion curric-
ulum materials, purchased a classroom interactive white-
board, funded the restoration of three stained glass windows 
in the church, and helped finance the new church roof. 

There are two things the quilters always welcome: more fab-
ric (“Keep it coming!”) and new members. To those who 
think they don’t have the talent, Dorie replies, “Can you tie a 
knot? Then you can quilt.” The group meets Thursdays at 
“around nine o’clock” during the school year. Membership is 

very flexible. Snowbirds are welcome (as are men!). Come 
when you can. You need not bring anything with you, except 
a willingness to learn. To find the quilting room, just follow 
your ears. As Dorie says, “We’re usually laughing.” 

Shirley A. displays the begin-
nings of the next quilting pro-
ject. 

Other members of the current 
quilting group include: Judy 
Gilbertson, Laura Bressette, Pat 
Stromberg, Mary Shepherd, and 
Dorothy Budiash. 

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN OUR ALUMNI LIST! 

E-mail shelley@ourladycs.org with your name, 
graduation year, and contact information. 

{¢!¢Lhb{ hC ¢I9 /wh{{--CwL5!¸{Σ сΥлл ta 

March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, April 7: Our Lady of the Lake 

March 3 & 24: St. Peter (Dauby) 

March 10 & 31: Ss. Peter and Paul (Moquah) 

March 17 & April 7: St. Florian (Ino) 

{¢!¢Lhb{ hC ¢I9 /wh{{--²95b9{5!¸{Σ сΥлл ta 

March 15, 22, 29, April 5 & 12: St. Mary (Odanah) 

t9bL¢9b¢L![ {9w±L/9 

Monday, March 20, 6:00 PM: Our Lady of the Lake 

!bhLb¢LbD hC ¢I9 {L/Y--!twL[ мκн 

Saturday, 4:00 PM: St. Mary (Odanah) 

Saturday, 6:00 PM; Sunday, 8:00 & 10:00 AM:  
Our Lady of the Lake 

Sunday, 10:30 AM: St. Peter (Dauby) 

LENTEN SCHEDULE 

Ih[¸ ¢I¦w{5!¸--!twL[ мо                                                                 
/haa9ahw!¢Lhb hC h¦w [hw5Ω{ {¦tt9w 

ώbh Morning Mass at Our Lady of the Lake] 

6:00 PM: Our Lady of the Lake 

7:00 PM:  Ss. Peter and Paul (Moquah) 

 

Dhh5 CwL5!¸ hC ¢I9 [hw5Ω{ t!{{Lhb--!twL[ мп 

ώbh Morning Mass at Our Lady of the Lake 

12:00 PM: Our Lady of the Lake 

3:00 PM: St. Mary (Odanah) 

6:00 PM: St. Andrew, Ashland (Ecumenical Service) 

7:00 PM: Ss. Peter and Paul (Moquah) 

Ih[¸ {!¢¦w5!¸--9!{¢9w ±LDL[--!twL[ мр 

[bh 4:00 PM Mass at St. Mary Odanah;                             
bh 6:00 PM Mass at Our Lady of the Lake] 

8:30 PM: Our Lady of the Lake 

8:30 PM: Ss. Peter and Paul (Moquah) 

 

9!{¢9w {¦b5!¸--!twL[ мс 

8:00 and 10:00 AM: Our Lady of the Lake 

10:00 AM: St. Mary (Odanah) 

10:30 AM: Ss. Peter and Paul (Moquah) 

EASTER TRIDUUM 
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           !ƭƭ-tŀǊƛǎƘ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ  
         aŜŜǝƴƎ IŜƭŘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нр 

Approximately 40 people representing all parish councils and 
committees met to receive information about the current 
state of the parish and discuss parish priorities. Representa-
tives from the following groups attended:  Trustees, Pastoral 
Council, Finance Council, Education Council, Buildings and 
Grounds, Worship, and the St. Agnes Education Foundation.  
 

The Religious Formation program is experiencing growth and 
expansion. Wednesday night family meals are well-attended 
and well-supported. Increasing enrollment may necessitate 
staff expansion in the near future. 
 

Principal Betty Swiston presented an overview of school is-
sues.  Enrollment of pre-K to 8th grade is about 120 students. 
Our goal is to increase this to 150 students.  The Wisconsin 
Parental School Choice low income family tuition program is 
greatly helping increase tuition income and currently has 15 
enrolled students. This is expected to increase to at least 25 
students next year.  The School District of Ashland has invited 
Our Lady of the Lake to participate in a new public school 4-K 
preschool program, allowing all Ashland families (regardless 
of income level) to enroll four-year-olds in a district-wide 
program. Our Lady of the Lake is planning on participating. 
The public school district will pay for students who choose to 
attend the Our Lady of the Lake 4-K site.  
 

The EPA Superfund clean-up project will continue this year 
with the bay front “wet-dredge” portion of the five-year pro-
ject. Beginning after “ice out” this spring, material will be 
removed from the bottom of the lake, treated and hauled 
away by semi-trucks 12 hours per day, six days per week until 
the project is completed – estimated to be early November 
2017.  This will result in some odors and inconvenience for 
our church and school.  

An update of the current financial state of the parish was 
presented. The parish is in better financial position than the 
past two years, but there is still difficulty meeting monthly 
cash flow expense requirements, which average $80,000 per 
month.  Positives include additional funding from the School 
Choice school tuition program, fund-raising (increased Christ-
mas tree sales and bingo), cemetery columbarium sales, 
stock market gains and stained glass window donations.  The 
Christmas holiday donations must be saved to help meet 
staff salary and insurance costs in the summer months when 
donations and tuition money are much lower and do not cov-
er our monthly expense requirements.  A primary need at 
this time is $200,000 to replenish our depleted emergency 
fund. Financial report copies are available in the parish office. 
 

There is currently a party looking into the purchase of the old 
convent property. A suggestion was made that, if the sale 
does not materialize, then the property, vacant for over 4 
years, should be torn down and the land possibly turned into 
additional parish parking. It was recommended that the 
councils wait until more is known about the possible offer to 
purchase. 
 

The DePadua (old high school) building was discussed in de-
tail. It is primarily used as a gym for our school.  The concept 
of planning for and possibly building a “multi-purpose room/
gym” on the north side of Hwy 2 attached to the current 
school was discussed.  Concern was voiced about future ex-
penses and whether future school enrollment would warrant 
a multi-million dollar building expansion.  The buildings and 
grounds committee was directed to prepare an estimate of 
how much it would cost to keep the current DePadua gym 
and building running and usable. Additionally it was suggest-
ed that prior to any planning, that the whole parish be asked 
for its thoughts and opinions on a possible building expan-
sion. 
 

Please contact any council or committee members or the 
parish office staff for any questions that you may have re-
garding the meeting and information presented.   

˦̒̏  ̍̔̈  ̅ 

ˢ̓̉̎̅̓̕  ̓ 

ˡ̄̍̉̎̉̓̔̒́̔̏̒Ν  ̓ˤ̅̓̋ 

Ric Johnson 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Paul Paré, OFM, Pastor 

Fr. Joseph Kumar, Associate Pastor 

Deacon William Holzhaeuser 

Deacon Owen Gorman 

Deacon Clarence Campbell 

Deacon John Grek 

 

 

 

 

Ric Johnson - Business Administrator 

Mary Timmons - Parish Secretary 

Sr. Peggy Kacvinsky - Bookkeeper 

Anna Richardson - Religious Form. Dir. 

Randy Hudson - Maintenance 

 

 

Our Lady of the Lake School 

215 Lake Shore Dr. E., Ashland, WI 

715-682-7622  

shelley@ ourladycs.org 

www.ourladycs.org 

Betty Swiston - Principal 

Shelley Knabe - School Secretary 

Angie Moravetz - Billing Clerk  

Our Lady of the Lake Pastoral Center 

106 N. 2nd Avenue East, Ashland, WI  

715-682-7620 / ollcatholicchurch@ourladycc.org 
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Our Lady of the Lake School has been the school of 
choice for many families in the Chequamegon Bay Area 
for over 135 years, providing a high quality academic 
education in a faith-based atmosphere.   

 
Students at our school learn to appreciate and respect 
all of God’s crea-
tion in a safe, se-
cure and loving 
environment in 
which they can 
reach their fullest 
potential--
academically, spir-
itually, mentally, 
physically--in keep-
ing with a long-
standing tradition 
of the Franciscan/
Christian Heritage 
of our school and 
parish. 
 
Four factors have 
enabled Our Lady of the Lake School to be the school of 
choice in the Chequamegon Bay Area. 
 
/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ LŘŜƴǝǘȅ ŀƴŘ CŀƛǘƘ LƴŦǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΥ Our 
Lady is visually a Catholic/Christian environment.  Our 
school says “Christ” in its hallways, classrooms and 
church. Our students demonstrate faith in their actions 
and words, guided by our monthly Franciscan Virtues as 
a role model for life.  Classrooms plan weekly masses  
in which students participate as altar servers, lectors, 
collection ushers, gift bearers and song leaders.  

 !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ vǳŀƭƛǘȅΥ Our state-licensed teachers and 
their partnership with our parents are the keys to our 
student success.  Teachers at our school believe that 
their work is more than a job.  It’s a vocation.  They 

strive to meet the needs of the whole student with indi-
vidualized learning supplemented by technology.  Our 
staff works together with the students to develop a 
true community of caring and happy learners. Our grad-
uating honor students go on to graduate from high 
school with honors.  

{ŀŦŜǘȅΣ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜΥ Christ’s love is shown 
by all in our school community. We use a positive disci-
pline approach that looks for the “good” in each stu-
dent and views each one as a Child of God.  Our school 
environment is safe and secure, and our day is struc-
tured for optimal learning.  Our buildings are up to code 
and well maintained by the supportive efforts of the 
staff and parish volunteers.  

!ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΣ [ŜŀŘŜǊπ
ǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ±ŀƭǳŜǎΥ 
Students practice 
leadership and 
teamwork in many 
different ways both 
in school and 
through extra-
curricular and ser-
vice activities. 
Many of our eighth 
grade students are 
selected as Junior 
Teen of the Month 
by the Elks Club in 
Ashland. We offer 
many afterschool 
sports and clubs 

for grades K-8: basketball (grades 4-8), volleyball 
(grades 5-8), tennis club (grades 1-8), skate club (grades 
K-8), and soccer skills (grades 1-3).   

Our Lady of the Lake School can be equated to a light-
house with a beacon shining forth for all to see the light 
of Jesus.  We live on the shores of the greatest of the 
Great Lakes—Lake Superior.  Our students are that spe-
cial light of Christ to all that they meet.  Our present 
students are being taught to be the leaders of tomor-
row.  They are inspired to become critical decision mak-
ers who are morally and ethically responsible for carry-
ing on the Catholic faith to the next generation. Gradu-
ates of Our Lady of the Lake School prove this to be 
true by demonstrating values and dedication in their 
present leadership roles.   

 lˮ̏̔  ̅˦̒̏  ̍

̔̈  ̅˰̒̉̎̃̉̐́̌ 

Our Lady of the Lake Catholic School 

Betty Swiston 

Mrs. Clineõs first and second grade students 
celebrate the 100th day of school. 
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Religious Education News 
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Students from our middle- and high-school programs 
recently attended the Teen Worship Event in Rice Lake.  
They experienced an amazing night including Mass, ad-
oration, praise and worship, and an inspiring talk from 
dynamic, nationally-known speaker Paul J. Kim.   

Parishioners donated $275 to help our youth attend 
this event.  We also received $200 from the Knights of 
Columbus.  We are SO grateful for this support.  Events 
like this can really change a teen’s life in a positive way 
and get them involved in their faith on a level that they 
would have never otherwise experienced.  We will con-
tinue to accept donations to the scholarship fund for 
upcoming events including the High School Leadership 
Weekend (April) and the National Catholic Youth Con-
ference (November).   

 

Cw99 w9{h¦w/9{ ς Dwh² Lb ¸h¦w /!¢Ih[L/ C!L¢I 

In the foyer of our church are two kiosks with amazing 
resources to help Catholics understand, live and share 
their faith.  The Lighthouse Catholic Media CD’s explore 
many Catholic topics, and the Chastity Project booth is 
full of books, CD’s and devotionals for teens and par-

ents.  While you have the option of making a donation, 
everything is available for free.   

 

b!¢Lhb![ /!¢Ih[L/ ¸h¦¢I /hbC9w9b/9 ς bƻǾ нлмт 

Registration is now open for our trip to the National 
Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) in Indianapolis, No-
vember 15-19, 2017!  ¢ƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŎǳǊπ
ǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ у-мм (those who will be in high school 
next year) and adult chaperones.   

Being in a stadium with 25,000 other young Catholics 
who are full of energy and excited about their faith is a 
GAME CHANGER for high school students that positive-
ly affects them for the rest of their lives!  NCYC has so 
much to offer: dynamic speakers, prayer, the Sacra-
ments, concerts, exhibits and shopping, time to foster 
good friendships, service projects, art, sports, games... 
There is something for everyone.  It's a fantastic way 
for our teens to see how big the Church is outside of 
their hometown!  

Contact Anna ASAP for registration materials or if you 
have questions.  relform@ourladycc.org 715-682-7620 
Ext.115.   
 

 

 

 

/hbCLwa!¢Lhb ¦t5!¢9 

Bishop James Powers will be coming to Our Lady of the 
Lake  to confer the Sacrament of Confirmation on elev-
en Confirmandi on April 22nd at 6:00 p.m.    These indi-
viduals represent not only the future of our Church, but 
also the present. Please keep them in your prayers. 
They have been meeting for an hour-and-a-half after 
10:00 a.m. Sunday Masses since October 2nd and are 
well on their way to becoming Disciples of Christ.  Par-
ents of the students have also been joining them on 
this journey in an adult program that strives to help 
parents make their families Christ-centered.   

Any adults willing to help mentor/sponsor these young 
disciples and deepen their own Catholic Faith are invit-
ed to join the leadership team.  The future of our Cath-
olic Church depends on your support and interest!  For 
more information contact Deacon Owen Gorman or 
Anna Richardson. 

 lˮ̏̔  ̅˦̒̏  ̍̔̈  ̅ 

ˤ̉̒̅̃̔̏  ̒̏  ̆˲̅̌̉̇̉̏̓̕ 

˥̄̃́̔̉̏̎̕ 

Anna Richardson 

Clara, Elaina, and Heather with speaker Paul J. 
Kim at  the Teen Worship Event in Rice Lake. 

mailto:relform@ourladycc.org
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St. Florian Church in Ino rose from  the ash-
es 100 years  ago.  The first settlers to arrive 
in Ino came from Bohemia in 1909. The 
families established a spiritual community 
with the help of Franciscan Fr. Francis Ram-
ic. Fr. Florian Gerhardt, pastor at Washburn 
at the time, is said to have planned and 
built the first church at Ino in 1913. The 
grateful parishioners named the new 
church St. Florian. In 1916, lightning struck 
and fire destroyed this church. The original 
altar stone was saved, along with the origi-
nal statue of St. Florian, which is now situat-
ed above the altar. In 1917, a new church 
was built and blessed by the Bishop of Su-
perior, the Most Reverend J.M. Koudelka, a 
fellow Bohemian, who also donated the 
church altar.  

In 1950, a full basement was added, as well 
as a water system and an oil furnace. In 
1952, Bishop Albert G. Meyer attached the 
Ino parish as a mission to SS Peter and Paul 

in Moquah and granted Benedictine Fr. Flori-
an Herides permission to celebrate Mass at 
each parish. Fr. Herides served the communi-
ty for 23 years, from 1948 to 1971. Other 
longtime pastors were Fr. Clement Sobr 
(1971-1978) and Fr. Gabriel Zepczyk (1980-
1987, 1990-2002). 

St. Florian’s is a small but vibrant parish 
whose Altar Society organizes activities such 
as weddings, baptisms, funerals, and other 
family events. St. Florian parishioners cele-
brate an annual Christmas Dinner, Mardi 
Gras, and a Memorial Day event for veter-
ans. The one hundredth anniversary celebra-
tion of St Florian Church will take place in 
July. They are grateful for their local deacon, 
John Grek, who helps pastor Fr. Paul Pare 
whenever needed.  

Visitors are always welcome at St. Florian, 
located on Keystone Road and surrounded 
by seventy-five-year-old evergreens,  and all 
are invited to any parish activities. 

St. Florian is the patron saint 
of chimney sweeps, soap 

makers, firefighters, and the 
city of Linz, Austria. 

St. Florian Church to Celebrate Centennial 
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