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Gov. Waltz Announce Plans for New Covid-19 Saliva Testing
Lab and Aditional DEED Benefits
On August 25, 2020, Governor Tim Walz
and Lt. Governor Peggy Flanagan announced
that Minnesota has partnered with the nation's
leading distributor of saliva testing to create
plans for a new lab in Minnesota, expanding
and diversifying testing capacity for Minnesotans, creating jobs, and slowing the spread of
COVID-19.
State officials are working to finalize the
$14.66 million contract with Vault Health and
RUCDR Infinite Biologics. Rutgers' RUCDR
Infinite Biologics holds the country's first FDA
Emergency Use Authorization PCR saliva test
for COVID-19 while Vault Health provides logistics and telehealth services necessary to
carry out the test. The planned lab will have
the ability to more than double the state's current test processing capacity. The contractors
expect to have the lab up and running by early
October. The funding is provided by the state's
federal CARES Act funding.
This new saliva lab will be capable of processing as many as 30,000 samples a day, if
running 3 shifts. At full capacity, it would also
create up to 250 jobs at its planned location in
Oakdale, Minnesota. Currently, Minnesota's
testing capacity hovers between 20,000 and
22,000 tests per day. The rolling average of
PCR COVID-19 tests processed daily in Minnesota labs is just under 14,000 a day.
Minnesotans will likely have three ways to
access a saliva test. First, the state will set up
10 semi-permanent sites. Any Minnesotan will
be able to come to these sites to perform the
saliva test. Each semi-permanent location will
create 15-20 temporary jobs for Minnesotans.
Second, the state and other partners will be
able to offer the test in mobile testing events.
The saliva test requires much less PPE than a
traditional swab for COVID-19 because it is
self-collected under the supervision of a health
professional. Third, Vault Health also provides
logistics and telehealth services to perform the
saliva test at home. The state has not yet defined the parameters of a mail-order testing
program.
The three methods for test delivery are:
1) At-home testing supervised by a Vault Test
Administrator
Residents who are eligible (state program
and eligibility still in development) will be
able to log onto a state-specific Vault Health
website. Once they answer two questions
about exposure, one about potential symptoms, the test will be ordered to a home address by Vault MD. UPS delivers the test
overnight. The individual will receive instructions in the test kit to join a Zoom waiting room to be identified and have their
empty tube serial number verified. They will

be guided to spit, seal & preserve the contents, then return the sample to the lab in a
prepaid overnight return to the lab. Test results are emailed within 72 hours. View process here: https://youtu.be/tLo6KGqqiBk

This past weekend, Governor Tim Walz announced that Minnesota has received approval
from the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) for the Lost Wages Assistance (LWA) program.

2) On-site testing, supervised by trained medical personnel
The testing entity orders test kits in bulk and
leverages employees, contractors or volunteers with a medical background as “test administrators.” Vault will provide training to
these administrators to conduct a “supervised
spit” and to collect the samples and return to
the laboratory. The main difference in the
process flow is that the individual will use a
mobile device to scan or manually enter on
the website the serial number for the test kit
handed to them on-site. Test results are
emailed within 48 hours. (Alternatively, kits
can be handed out onsite, with ability use the
telehealth option and returned via individual
overnight UPS shipping.)

LWA provides a temporary additional $300
per week benefit to Minnesotans receiving unemployment benefits. To be eligible, an applicant must have a weekly unemployment benefit amount of at least $100 and must be unemployed due to COVID-19.

3) Minnesota's semi-permanent in-person testing locations
Vault is available to manage on-site test
events at any facility where additional support or a turnkey process is required. Vault
will provide an appropriately sized team to
administer testing on a specified date and
time conducting a specific number of tests.
Vault manages large on-site workforces in
government, education, factories and fulfillment centers and sports teams in their practice facilities, and works to minimize disruption or long work stoppages.
The higher test capacity, when combined
with masking, social distancing, and isolation
when appropriate, will help Minnesota get
closer to suppressing COVID-19. According to
the Harvard School of Public Health, for Minnesota to effectively mitigate the virus, the
state will need to do just over 17,000 tests a
day. Mitigation means keeping the size of the
current outbreaks from growing and requires
10% or fewer positivity rate. To effectively
suppress the virus, the state needs to do more
than 63,500 tests a day. Suppression means
greatly reducing new infections and keeping
them low enough to safely reopen public life.

“I am glad that Minnesotans receiving unemployment benefits will receive an additional
$300 a week to help make ends meet during
this crisis,” said Governor Walz. “We will continue to use every resource at our disposal to
help Minnesotans through this pandemic.”
“This extra $300 per week will matter for
Minnesotans and their families. I'm glad we
took the steps to make this happen for Minnesotans,” said Lt. Governor Peggy Flanagan.
“But an extra $300 per week is not a reflection
of the entirety of the burden this pandemic has
put on Minnesotans. We hope that our federal
partners will continue to work to provide relief
for Minnesotans and other Americans need.”
Those currently receiving unemployment
benefits do not need to reapply or do anything
other than complete their weekly benefits request to receive the additional $300 a week.
DEED Unemployment Insurance will review
all payment requests made for the week of July
26 going forward and automatically pay applicants who are eligible for LWA.
DEED anticipates the program will last between five to eight weeks. Applicants can visit
https://www.uimn.org/lwa for more information.

Playing With Yarn

A world class yarn shop on the shore of
Lake Superior, your local yarn shop! We have
all of your knitting & crochet needs from dish
cloth cotton to silk for lace. Plus patterns & books.
HOURS
HOURS: MON    WED  SAT  
SUN noon   CLOSED TUESDAYS
 Scenic Drive Knife River MN
playingwithyarncom
judycass@playingwithyarncom
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LOCAL RESTAURANT GUIDE
Taproom Hours
•Sun - Thurs: Noon - 9pm
•Fri/Sat: Noon - 10pm
• LIVE MUSIC
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
• HAPPY HOUR Thurs 4-7
• FOOD TRUCKS Thurs-Sat
17 - 7th Street, Two Harbors
218-834-5800 castledangerbrewery.com

LEMON WOLF CAFE
Tuesday - Saturday
11 am - 5 pm
Takeout, Curbside & Delivery, or
online ordering on Facebook

711 MacDonald Ave., Beaver Bay
218-226-7225

Local
Farmers Markets
Brimson Market
TASTE THE NORTHERN SUMMER

B
THA ETTER
N EV
ER!

Tracks-N-Racks
1012 Main Street • Beaver Bay, MN 55601

Saturdays 9:00 - noon
From July 4 - September 5
Outdoors at Hugo’s General Store
1898 Hwy. 44, Brimson

FULL BAR
FOOD SERVICE COMING SOON
ENTERTAINMENT

FINLAND FARMERS MARKET
Every Thursday Evening,
5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Under the pavilion at the
Clair Nelson Center
6866 Cramer Road, Finland

Hours: 10am - 1am Monday - Saturday | 9am - Midnight Sunday

218.220.6825
218-226-4142
Eat In • Carry Out • Delivery
Soft Serve Ice Cream
Gluten Free Crust Available

96 Outer Dr., Silver Bay
www.jimmyspizza.com

9459 County Rd. 7, Finland
• 218-830-0523 • www.trestleinn.com

• Closed: Monday & Tuesday
• Open: Wednesday - Saturday 11am - 8pm, Sunday 11am - 6pm
Join us for BARGO Wednesdays at 7pm
Upstairs dining room available for private parties, call to reserve.

Advertise your Restaurant or Bar! Call 218-226-3335 for details.

