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Let me introduce myself to those that don’t know me.  My name is  
Walter LaCombe.  I have been an Elk for nine years, have volunteered on a number of projects, 
participated in many functions and events and some might say, successfully avoided Chicken 
Night.  Hats off to all the volunteers who participate in our Monday Chicken Night and to all our 
volunteers a big “Thank You” for all you do for our Lodge. 
 
When I first joined the Elks, I never envisioned becoming the Exalted Ruler.  Now here I am ready 
to start the year with all its rewards and challenges and being excited about it.  This year we are 
introducing a Building Fund and hope you all contributed.  I look around the Lodge and equate it 
to a pair of “shiny shoes” (with holes in the soles.)  We need to fix these holes!  YOUR HELP IS 
NEEDED.  As a note, please check our monthly calendar for up-coming events and the “BLAST” 
that gets sent out as reminders or changes. 
 
Our season is winding down and for all our winter visitors, we wish you a safe journey and look 
forward to your return in the Fall. 
 
For those who need assistance, or have questions or concerns, I will be in the office most mornings.  
Please fill out a comment card – for good stuff too – and we will get back to you. 
 

Walter LaCombe 
Exalted Ruler 
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N E W S L E T T E R  

 
EDITOR: Peter Vaphiades PDD 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS    Ambrose Yelovich, Pam 
Snyder, Bob Hahn, Jenny Austin,  Judy Nuetzel, Joe 
Campbell, Bill Jameson, Walter LaCombe. 

 
The Punta Gorda Elks Lodge #2606  

newsletter, The Elks Tale,  is published 
 By monthly. 

P U N T A  G O R D A  E L K S  # 2 6 0 6  

25538 Shore Drive    P.O. Box 511598 
Punta Gorda, FL  33951—1598 

www.puntagordaelks.org 
Lodge Secretary:              Pete Vaphiades PDD 
                                             941 637-2606 x 404 
Membership                        941 637-2606 x 403 
      Hours M-Th 9:00 to 2:00,  Fr  9:00 to Noon                                                 
Fax                                              941 637-4769                                   
E-mail:                             pgelks2606@gmail.com 

P A S T  E X A L T E D  R U L E R S  

1980-81    Don Roll PDDGER (D) 
1981-82    Wayne Arnold (D) 
1982-83   Gordon Keller (D) 
1983-84   Tony Maresca (D) 
1984-85   Sam Cavaliar (D) 
1985-86    Jim Christman (D) 
1986-87  Jay Stewart 
1987-88  Barry Carmichael 
1988-89  George Lamb (D) 
1989-90  Art Doran (D) 
1990-91  Charlie Hauka (D) 
1991-92  Ron Sorrentino PDDGER (D) 
1992-93    Darrell Hughes 
1993-94  Phillip Sansosti 

1994-95   Gordon Schmidt (D) 
1995-96     David Koch (D) 
1996-97   Gerald Philbrick 
1997-98   Fred Campau (D) 
1998-99   Vic Bellows 
1999-00   Martin Jordan 
2000-01   Tom Gorman 
2001-02   Robert Townsend 
2002-03   George McCloughan (D) 
2003-04     Carl Rehling 
2004-05     Tyrone MacKenzie PDDGER 
2005-06     Tom Gorman 
2006-07     Bob Hahn 
2007-08     Charles Warren 
2008-09     William Jameson 
2009-10     Patricia Schmidt 

2010-11     George Kretschman (D) 
2011-12     John Lennon 
2012-13     Ann Jameson 
2013-14     Greg Czarnecki 
2014-15     Joe Campbell 
2015-16     Julie Avers 
2016-17     Bill Dryburgh 
2017-18     Judy Nuetzel 
 

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE:     Walter LaCombe 
Camp                                                     Gary Stone  
Drug Awareness                             Betty Campble      
Hoop-Shoot                                          Fred Vicerey 
Kids Fishing Tournament              Brenda Hughes 
Sallie Jones Picnic                      Walter Lacombe  
Scholarships                            Anthony (Bud) Bell 
Soccer Shoot                          Quinn T Jerriey, PER 
Blood Drive         Ambrose Yelovich PER                           
 
FRATERNAL COMMITTEE: Daleen Hendrickson  PER 
Accident Prevention                  Joe Campbell PER 
Americanism                     Ty MacKenzie PDDGER 
Elks Nat’l Foundation                     Bob Hahn PER  
Flag Day                                             Exalted Ruler 
ELKS Memorial Day                             Vickie Hahn 
Nat’l Veterans Service              Ann Jameson PER 
Veterans Parade                         Walter LaCombe                             
50/50    Julie Avers PER 
PUBLIC RELATIONS: 
State                                                 Jo Ann Sutton 
National                              Ambrose Yelovich PER 

LODGE OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
Exalted Ruler                                 Walter LaCombe       
Leading Knight                           Timothy Pohto PER 
Loyal Knight                     Daleen Hendrickson PER 
Lecturing Knight                          Linda Bridegroom                                  
Secretary                                  Pete Vaphiades PDD  
Treasurer                                                   Vic Turner  
Tiler                                                          Bill Gurnick 
Esquire                                           Eric Rolston PER 
Chaplain                               Ambrose Yelovich PER 
Inner Guard                             Helen Marcinkowski                  
Organist                                                            Open 
Presiding Justice                           Hal Wotitzky Esq 
Sub Forum Mediator                     Bill Jameson PER 
 
TRUSTEES 
*1 year                                            Michael Grizzle       
*2 Year                                           Charles Moores   
*3 Year                                        Joe Campble PER                    
*4 Year                                       John Owen  Chmn 
*5 Year                                            Charles Troike 
  *LODGE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AUDITING & ACCOUNTING COMMITTEE 
Auditor                                         Robert Hahn PER 
Auditor                                     Fred Nuetzel 
 
STATE MAJOR PROJECTS: BILL JAMESON 
PER 
* Harry Anna-Trust Fund  
* Florida Elks Youth Camp 
* Florida Elks Children’s Therapy 
 
PUNTA GORDA ELKS, INC. 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President                   Joe Campbell PER 2 Year 

Vice President                  Walter LaCombe 1 Year 

Secretary                    Helen Marcinkowski 1 Year 

Treasurer                            Denis Bachand 1 Year 

Director                                    Mike Grizzle 2 Year 

Director                                      Neil Sutton 1 Year 

Director                           Anthony (Bud) Bell 1 Year 

MEETINGS   
Lodge: 1st & 3rd Tuesday Monthly 7:00pm,  Lodge Board of Directors: 1st & 3rd Tuesday Monthly 6:00pm  
(Except 1st Tuesday in July and 3rd Tuesday in August) 
Corporation Board of Directors:  3rd Saturday 9:00am;  PER Association:  1st Thursday Monthly 7:00pm  
Elkettes:  4th Tuesday Monthly 7:00pm 

The Tale 
P U N T A  G O R D A  E L K S ,  I N C .  

Office Manager                  Jenny Austin 
   941 639-8180 x 402 
Cabin Rental  941 639-8180 x 401 
Fax              941 639-1625 
E-mail:                                 pgelkscabins@comcast.net 

P U N T A  G O R D A  E L K E T T E S  # 2 6 0 6  

Thrift Shop                                    941 639-2606 x 451 
E-mail:                                elkettes2606@comcast.net 
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IN VAIN WE CALL, 

TO OUR ABSENT  

MEMBERS 

Their faults are written in the sand,  
Their virtues upon the  

tablets of love and memory. 
Passed  

February through March    
 

Robert Krouze  1933—2018 
Gregory  Perkins  1946—2017 
James Nicholis  1939—2017 

Maurice Kirwen  1932—2017 
Larue Ernest  1931—2017 

Robert Johnson  1946—2018 
Don Dephillips  1942—2017 

Lloyd Trevorrow  1941—2017 
Harry Radman  1937—2017 
David Wilson  1942—2017 

Frank Toolan Jr  1942—2017 
Earl Stanton  1929—2017 

 

THE CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

What do you want your epitaph to be? 

There is a quote from John Maxwell: “If your epitaph were being written today, how would it read?  What would 
it say about you and what you are leaving behind?  Would it describe how you touched the world in a positive 
way or would it be blank? 

You may not think of it often, but your epitaph is really being written by you.  It is the sum of all you say and do 
each day.  Give all you can to whatever you can.  Leave the world better than you found it. 

It is heartwarming to know that we, the members of this great Elks organization, have the opportunity (and the 
responsibility) to touch the lives of others in a positive and caring manner.  Not only do we invite others to join 
the Elks, we invite others to help maintain our mission – that of caring for young people, veterans and our 
communities.  We do this while celebrating life.  

Our members demonstrate their love and compassion for our charitable endeavors by giving unselfishly to the 
extent of their ability.  This is done through monetary donations and by their many volunteer hours. 

The members of the B.P.O.E answer John Maxwell’s by giving themselves in service to those who are dependent 
upon us.  We will definitely be able to say honestly and clearly, “Yes, I am leaving the world better than I found 
it.” 

As always, we thank you for your generosity, your dedication and your commitment to Justice, Brotherly Love, 
Fidelity and foremost, Charity.       

    Ambrose P. Yelovich, P.E.R.  Chaplain 

PAST EXALTED RULERS ASSOCIATION REPORT 
 

This report is to inform our lodge members of the charitable donations of the P.E.R. Association.  
All monies raised were donated to the following: 
 

Vet’s Village $  1.200.00 
Scholarship (MAX)    1,500.00 
Boy Scouts (Flag Day)      100.00 
Kids Bus to Camp (three sponsored)   1,540.00 
S.S.W. Donation      100.00 
Breakfast Supplies      249.38 
Golf Hole Sponsor        50.00 
FL State Golf Hole Sponsor        60.00 
Harry Anna Trust Fund   5,700.00 
Tidewell Hospice      500.00 
Miscellaneous      855.00 
F.L.O.E. (Elkettes)       50.00 
Flag Set      146.65 
Jacobson Vets Home      100.00 

Total $12,151.03   
 
This report represents the period April 1, 2017 – April 1, 2018.  Since our association has a small 
membership, we could not have had these functions without the generous assistance of our 
members.   
 
On a personal level, the words “Thank You” just simply are not enough to show our appreciation 
to all the dedicated members who have donated countless hours to our fund raisers.  You are such 
an integral part of the Lodge’s operation to help us make these events successful and are 
unprecedented.  Our most sincere gratitude to all. Mahalo nui loa, gracias, danke so hoen, obrigado 
and “Thank You” Past President, Bill Dryburgh and Secretary, Bob Hahn. 
 

Ambrose Yeluvich, P.E.R. Treasurer 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

Have you stopped to smell the flowers and noticed how our lodge grounds look???  A small group of volunteers help to accomplish this project.  

Every Tuesday morning 8:00 AM – 10:00 AM, these herds get this job done.  I call it our S.W.A.T. team.  This stands for “Seeds, Weeds and Trash.”  

The lodge thanks the following:  Joe Smyly, Scott Kist, Mary Yeoman, Joel Zemke and Tom & Kathy Fixmer.  Also, Dick Fry and M.I.C. Gary Barb. 

As Bogie said, “We’ll always have Paris.”  I’ll paraphrase by saying, “We’ll always have leaves.”  Now my favorite quote: “I wondered why somebody 

didn’t do something.  Then I said, I am somebody.”  If you see this S.W.A.T. team about give them a shout.  Thank you.  Ambrose Yelovich PER 
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Breakfast will be served  on the second and fourth Sunday of 
 each month from 8:00 a.m. until noon. 

 

Bloody Mary or Mimosa $1 (cash) 
With Breakfast 

$8.00 

                                          Secretary’s 

                     Corner 

April 1st is just around the corner.  New 

Cards will be required to enter the Lodge 

after April 1st.  DO NOT wait until the last 

minute to get your new member cards.  

We would hate to turn people away, but you 

will not be allowed to stay if your member-

ship fees are past due. 

Pay on the WEB: www.puntagordaelks.org 

THE BIG RED BUS WILL BE AT 

THE PUNTA GORDA ELKS ON  

June 7th 

August 16th 

October 18th 

December 13th 

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE  

A 2018—2019 MEMBER 
CARD AFTER APRIL 1ST  

YOU ARE NOT ALLOWED 

TO ENTER ANY ELKS 

LODGE 
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From the Elkettes 

 

3DP�6Q\GHU 
����3UHVLGHQW 
 
&RQJUDWXODWLRQV�WR�P\�IHOORZ�(ONHWWH�2IILFHUV�ZKR�ZLOO�EH�LQVWDOOHG�ZLWK�PH�RQ�
0DUFK���WK� 
 
$�YHU\�VSHFLDO�WKDQN�\RX�WR�([DOWHG�5XOHU�:DOWHU�/D&RPEH�IRU�LQVWDOOLQJ�WKH�
����-���(ONHWWH�2IILFHUV� 
 
,W�LV�ZLWK�KXPLOLW\�DQG�D�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�KHOS�RWKHUV�WKDW�ZLOO�KHOS�JXLGH�XV�
WKURXJK�WKH�QH[W�\HDU�  
  
2XU��WHDP
V��PRWWR�IRU�WKH�FRPLQJ�\HDU�ZLOO�EH�WKH�LQVSLUDWLRQ�IRU�(ONHWWHV¶�JRRG�
GHHGV� 
 
7R�WRXFK�WKH�SDVW- OHQG�D�KDQG�WR�RXU�9HWHUDQV� 
7R�WRXFK�WKH�SUHVHQW-�OHQG�D�KDQG�WR�RXU�FRPPXQLW\� 
7R�WRXFK�WKH�IXWXUH-�OHQG�D�KDQG�WR�RXU�FKLOGUHQ� 
 
(ONHWWHV�ZLOO�EH�EXV\�LQ�WKLV�6SULQJ�ZLWK�)ORULGD�(ONV�<RXWK�&DPSHUVKLSV-��7KH�
EHVW�NLGV�FDPS�LQ�WKH�8�6�$����VHOOLQJ�SUHW]HOV�DW�WKH�$SULO���WK��DQG�0D\���WK�
3LFQLF�RQ�WKH�:DWHU�HYHQWV�DQG�DOZD\V�D�FURZG�SOHDVHU-�VHOOLQJ�GHOLFLRXV�SLHV�DW�
WKH�/RGJHV�0RQGD\�&KLFNHQ�1LJKW� 
 
3XQWD�*RUGD�(ONHWWHV�LV�RSHQ�WR�/DG\�(ONV��6SRXVHV�RI�(ONV��DQG�:LGRZV�RI�
(ONV� 
$SSOLFDWLRQV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKH�/RGJH��0HPEHUVKLS�IHH�LV�����\U� 
 
2XU�PHHWLQJV�DUH�KHOG�DW������30�LQ�WKH�/RGJH�'LQLQJ�5RRP�RQ�WKH�IRXUWK�
7XHVGD\�RI�HDFK�PRQWK��ZLWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�-XQH��-XO\�DQG�'HFHPEHU� 
 
2XU�QH[W�PHHWLQJV�ZLOO�EH�$SULO���UG�DQG�0D\���QG��SOHDVH�FRPH�DQG�VHH�ZKDW�
ZH�DUH�DOO�DERXW��,�WKLQN�\RX�ZLOO�EH�VXUSULVHG�DW�KRZ�PXFK�FDQ�EH�DFFRPSOLVKHG�
ZKHQ�ZH�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�WR�VXSSRUW�(ONV�&KDULWLHV�DQG�RXU�&RPPXQLW\� 
 
%HLQJ�HOHFWHG�DQG�LQVWDOOHG�DV�3XQWD�*RUGD�(ONHWWHV�3UHVLGHQW�LV�DQ�KRQRU�DQG�
SULYLOHJH� 
 
,�ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�WKH�FRPLQJ�\HDU�ZRUNLQJ�VLGH�E\�VLGH�ZLWK�RXU�DPD]LQJ�(ONV�

DQG�(ONHWWHV� 

7KDQN�\RX�IRU�\RXU�VXSSRUW� 

Punta Gorda Elketts Officers — 2018—2019 

President  Pam Snyder 

1st Vice President  Charlene (Chick)  

   LaCombe 

2nd Vice President  Mary Gail Phillips 

Secretary   Betty Campbell 

Assistant Secretary Renee Johnson 

Treasurer  Carol Milroy 

Assistant Treasurer Carol Naken 

Sargent at Arms  Jeanie Critten 

Chaplain   Joan Cromeenes 

Chairpersons — 2018—2019 

Advisory  / Bylaws  Sandy Blackhurst 

Bocce   Charlene LaCombe
   Betty Campbell 

Communication— Email Pat Russel 

  Phone Jean Coyne 

Conference  Carol Milroy 

Decorations  Mary Gail Phillops 

   Judy Schall 

Drug Awareness  BettiyCampbell 

Flag Day Ceremony Margo Meyer 

FLOE Monthly Meeting Janice MacKenzie 

Historian   Laura Pugh 

   Charlene LaCombe 

Hospitality  Mary Mullenex 

   Sandy Clements 

Monday Pies  Renee Johnson 

   Betty Campbell 

Membership  Carol Bemister 

Pull Tabs   Carol Naken 

Raffles   Margo Meyer 

   Lois Todd 

   Bobbi Salak 

Scholarships  Betty Campbell 

   Mary Gail Phillips 

Thrift Shop  Carol Milroy 

   Mary Ann Twarkins 

Veterans Parade  Margo Meyer 

   Charlene LaCombe 

Youth Camp  Joan Cromeemes 

Ways & Means  Judy Schall 

   Sandy Blackhurdt 
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April—May 2018 
Joanne Sullivan 
John G. Sheridan 
Daniel & Deanna Housfeld 
Joyce Posada 
Gary & Terry Ryan 
Louise Pauck 
Thomas A. Hnat 
Jean A. Katinsky 
John Naftzger 
Lynn Wilkinson 
Patsy Holsombock 
Sheila Lordi 
Betty Lou Pio 
Nancy Overman 
Judy Felton 
Joan Hoffman in Memory of 
George 
Rich & Joy Scott  
Jose & Miriam Basilio 
Joanne Sullivan 
Elizabeth Millard   
Helen Bowers 
Keith & Debra Scholle 
Joyce Clancy 
Joan Hoffman in memory of 
George Hoffman 
Margo Meyer 
Bob & Donna Dolar 
Maynard & Mary Jo Benson 
Joyce Posada 
Helen L. Hughes 
Eleanora Nagy in memory of 
Louis Nagy 
John & Ann Lennon 
Robert & Esther Townsend 
Maynard & Mary Jo Benson 
Joyce Posada 
Helen L. Hughes 
Eleanora Nagy in memory of 
Louis Nagy 
John & Ann Lennon 
Robert & Esther Townsend 
Fred & Nancy Cwynar 
JUNE —JULY 2018 
Lois Todd 
Elaine Zack 
Gail Green 
Wanda Royer 
Norman Gould 
Julia & Paul Avers 
Joanne Sullivan 
Fred & Nancy Cwynar 
August—SEPTEMBER 2018 
Tom & Alfie Mackinnon 
Joanne Sullivan 
OCTOBER—NOVEMBER 2018 
William & Kathleen Albers 
Joanne Sullivan 
Wanda Royer 
December—January  2019 
Joanne Sullivan 
February—March 2019 
Carol & Joe Milray 
Larry & Sally Kemp 
Daniel & Deanna Housfeld 

Mary Ann Twarkins 
Pat Russell in memory of  
       Tom Russell 
Wanda L Royer 
Robert & Donna Dolar 
Joanne Sullivan 
April—May 2019 
Jean Forrest 
Mary Elinsky 
Bette-Jean Locke 
Hugh A Havlik 
Joan Hoffman 
Dr Ronald Foreman 
AM Chicken Crew 
Roger & Willa Olszanowski 
Gary & Terry Ryan 
Barbara Turri 
   In Memory of Charles Turri 
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S          
A         
T         
U   6PM   
R 
D 
A 
Y 

Every Thurs-

day  

on the Porch 

at 6:30PM.  

Come and  

Enjoy the Fun. 

 

Are your 2018-19  

Dues Paid? 

If not please call the Lodge 

Secretary.  

You can use a credit card 

if you wish. 

ELKS TALE BOOSTERS 

Supports our Youth 

Camp and Children’s 

Therapy Services 
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From the Corporation President 

As we start our new year, I look forward to working with our new ER, Walter LaCombe, and his chair officers.  Also, 

we will have 3 lodge officers come over to the Corporate Board of Directors to help with all of our events and pro-

jects.  Our Annual Corporate Meeting will be on Saturday April 7th at 9am.  I hope to see many of you there. 

 
We finally finished the paper work for the SBA loan to cover losses from Hurricane Irma. 

 
Big Band Weekend’s weather was terrible, but we still had a profit of $8,622. I would like to give a big thank you to 

LuLu (our bar manager) and her husband Bill for the ROTC cadets helping with parking cars for the Big Band Week-

end.  Also, we had over 30 volunteers each day that I would like to thank.  Fred Vickery and Walter LaCombe did a 

great job with the grill area.  The C.B.O.D. worked the weekend as well. 

 
The volunteer picnic was well attended.  All the directors cooked and served.  Bill Jameson played the music. 

 
The Sherriff’s Picnic will be April 7th from 11am-2pm.  Our first picnic for the new year will be on April 15th from 1-

4pm. On May 5th come out for all the fun for Cinco De Mayo and the Derby Party.  Mother’s Day Brunch will be on 

May 13th.  This a reservation only event, so please make sure that you make your reservation.  The Memorial Day 

Picnic will be on May 28th from 1-4pm.   

I hope to see a lot of you enjoying these events in the upcoming months. 

 
Joe Campbell, P.E.R. 

C.B.O.D. President 

This season has flown by! I can’t believe Easter is here already.  I hope that you were able to enjoy Easter 

dinner at the lodge. May is another busy month with Cinco de Mayo and the Derby Party (both on the same 

day! This could be interesting!!).  We are doing another Mother’s Day Brunch this year.  Everyone seemed 

to really enjoy it last year.  Reservations start on April 17th and end on May 8th, so make sure you get your 

reservation.  Then finishing out the month with the Memorial Day Picnic.  We always have something going 

on.  I would like to wish safe travels to our winter friends and to all our Florida friends I am looking forward 

to seeing you around this summer. 

Chef “Sho” 

Kitchen Manager 

From the Kitchen 
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<HV��,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�UHFHLYH�WKH�/RGJH�%XOOHWLQ�DQG�WKH�ZHHNO\�LQIRUPDWLRQ�³%ODVW´�E\�(0$,/�
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Our troop of entertainers from the Punta Gorda Elks 2606 travels to the Douglas Jacobson State 

Veterans Home in Port Charlotte once a month.  Each month around 50 veterans enjoy karaoke 

preformed by the Elks. 

We also have a group from the home in to the Lodge for lunch each month.  This provides a nice 

outing. 

The lodge has also been supporting the Veterans Village in Port Charlotte.  This is a half way 

house for homeless veterans.  They can live there for up to two years while they are getting back 

on their feet. 

VETERANS  NEWS 
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FOR UPCOMING EVENTS PLEASE SUBSCRIBE TO THE  

“ELK’S WEEK AT A GLANCE” E-MAIL 

CALL (941) 639-8180 x 401 

 


