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In 1981 Northampton held the rst libera on Pride march in the area despite the overwhelmingly homophobic and discriminatory reali es facing LGBT people na on-wide.
Our Pride parade and event has evolved from people marching with bags on their
heads into a day that brings diverse communi es together to celebrate the freedom of
being who we are. 2016 marks our 35th year of inclusion and diversity. We are a community that ac vely cares about jus ce and humanity. The ever-present poli cal and
spiritual connectedness for human rights draws people together both near and far,
across gender, sexuality, age, ability, class, race and diversity broadly. This strong commitment to social jus ce allows this area to be an open, rather than closeted, home for
many lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people. Lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender people are intricately woven with all aspects of life. We are mothers/
fathers, daughters/sons, brothers/sisters, friends, business owners, employees, democrats/republicans, ar sts, writers, scholars. We are a big part of Western Massachuse s and we welcome you to our ever-growing diverse communi es.
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Top Ten Reasons to Donate to Noho Pride
1.
2.
3.
4.

You believe that diversity is important.
You want to ensure that quality LGBT Resources will always be available.
You--or someone you care about-- is LGBT, and you want to say thanks.
You appreciate how improving unity among the LGBT/allied communi es can
make stronger communi es.
5. You believe in paying it forward.
6. You want to ensure that others experience the same high energy you get as a
volunteer and giving back.
7. You support Noho Pride's vision of expanding the availability of LGBT scholarships to go beyond our local area colleges and to reach out na onwide.
8. You believe every LGBT child coming out deserves a safe future.
9. You want to help families understand and create dialog with LGBT family
member(s).
10. You believe in the power of educa on and research to overcome the s gma
of LGBT communites.
DONATE at www.NohoPride.org/Donate.html
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“Celebrate 35 Years
Of Love, Strength,
Progress”
By Bear White
Our vision and mission has always been to foster events that
honor the integrity, history and diversity of our community
and to focus on educa on, awareness, and unity among LGBT
and allied communi es.
While we have made great strides on the marriage equality
front we con nue to ght for even the basic rights in many
other areas here in the United States and around the world.
Through the long-las ng e orts of volunteers and local community members, our annual pride event now draws thousands of people from New England and beyond. With understanding and apprecia ng our di erences, we can celebrate
another wonderful day of LGBT Pride bringing us all together
for this extraordinary occasion.
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2016 marks the h year that Noho Pride will be gran ng
a college scholarship. This $500 scholarship is being o ered to
high school seniors who a end school in either Hampshire,
Hampden, Berkshire, or Franklin county and have nancial
need.
To be considered for the scholarship, applicants are asked to
write an essay describing how he or she plans to become a
posi ve role model in the LGBT community. A panel of 3
volunteers will read all essays received and vote to decide the
winning entry.
In future years, the Noho Pride commi ee plans to increase
the award amount as well as the scope of the scholarship to
include students already a ending college, as well as nontradi onal students returning to college as adults. Each year, the
scholarship applica on will be posted on the Noho Pride website as well as with popular scholarship search engines.

For more informa on visit us online at
www.NohoPride.org/Scholarship.html
Scholarship fund managed by
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We would like to thank
all our wonderful cra ,
food and non-pro t
info tent vendors.

Once a year, we come from all
over the region to celebrate, to
SPONSOR
ght for our rights, to engage in
discourse, to dance, to see people we have not seen all year,
and to recognize our ever-
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Many thanks to our 2016 SPONSORS
Please support the sponsors who support us
www.NohoPride.org/sponsor-1.html
-Lathrop Communi es

-Baystate Radiology & Imaging

-Mass Mutual Financial Group

-Bay Windows

-MaxBus

-Construct
-Cooley Dickinson Hospital
-Davida Carta Photography

-Northampton Volkswagon, Country
Nissan, Country Hyundai
-Op cal Studio

-Esselon Café

-River Valley Co-Op

-Execu ve Valet
-First Congrega on Church of
Amherst

-Sasson, Turnbull, Ryan & Hoose
-Steve Lewis Subaru
Sylvester’s & Robert’s Restaurants

-Gaze e

-Tapestry Health

-Green eld Savings Bank

-TD Bank

-Happy Cat Hotel

-The Highlands Inn

-Health New England

-WGBY PBS 57

-Holyoke Medical Center

-Whalen Insurance Agency

-Jack Hornor & Ron Skinn

-Wright Builders

FRIENDS OF PRIDE
-Indigo Co ee

-The Academy at Charlemont

-South Congrega onal Church

-Jewish Community Center

-Shelter Tails

-Valley Womens Mar al Arts
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PARADE ENTRANCE

EMTS
BATHROOMS

MEDICAL

INFO/MAPS/
Ar st sales
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FACES OF PRIDE
KATHY SILVA
PARADE

BEAR WHITE
DIRECTOR

CID WHITE
OPERATIONS &
MEDIA

COOKE & DENI
CARACOL-PARKER
VENDORS

JM SORRELL
SPOKESPERSON

LISA JENKS
STAGE
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MICHELE GAWLIK
SCHOLARSHIP
LARISSA HOPKINS
SOCIAL JUSTICE

STEPHANIE
QUESNEL
YOUTH TENT
CAT & COLE DVAR
ASL & DISABILITY

ANITA THIBAULT
VOLUNTEERS

FELICIA FORRESTOR
DRAG
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Parade kicks o at Noon sharp followed by the Pride event entertainment which will
begin at approximately 1:15 pm and run un l 5-5:30 pm. Performers and speakers
will be on stage in the order they are listed below.

Pride Parade
Welcome by Emcee Cindy Foster
Proclama on by Northampton
Mayor David Narkewicz
Ayisha Knight Shaw
DRAG
Queen Mary
Ephraim Adamz
SoloSexx
Drag Finale
*** please note mes and lineup are subject to change
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MAYOR DAVID NARKEWICZ

David Narkewicz was elected the 44th Mayor of the City of Northampton in
November 2011. Prior to that, he served as Councilor At-Large and President
of the Northampton City Council from 2010-2011 and Ward 4 City Councilor
from 2006-2010

Cindy Foster
I have performed with the queer queens of comedy
along side Poppy Champlain, Michelle Balan and Ian
Harvie at the Calvin theater . I am a regular performer
at Divas nightclub in Northampton . I have performed
in new England's funniest comic at Mohegan sun. I
have performed at colleges including UMaine and
Worcester state.
I am the emcee for Worcester pride for the second year in a row. I live locally
in Green eld, Mass with my two amazing kids Noah and Hannah . Also I will
have my own radio show on 107.9 Fm. Details coming soon!
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EPHRAIM ADAMZ

Ephraim Adamz is an American DJD and Pop Performer, raised in the southern countryside of Hamppton
VA. His music brings a variety of sounds including
Dance, EDM, Hip-Hop, Bal more Club, Miami Bass,
Ballroom Vogue, Jersey Club, and R&B.
“The best medicine in life is when you make people
laugh, smile, or feel sexy. I like to perform music that
describes a story or sends a posi ve message. I has to
feel soothing to the body and the soul. Stu that get’s
people thinking while grooving. People come to my
shows to celebrate, and that makes me feel good.” Ephraim Adamz
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SOLO SEXX

Solo Sexx are 2 rip-rollin’ riotous girls from Boston &
Amherst, MA. We’re ready to get your brains fried
and your no-no spots electri ed, Solo Sexx is a big
middle nger to a consumerist, male-driven circle
jerk of a hip hop game that’s been played against itself for far too long.
With a fearless sense of humor and a no-holds barred
tude, Solo Sexx turns the hip-hop hypocrites on
their head and leads fans to a whole new horizon:
with homemade beats and ou a sight rhymes! Solo
Sexx proves that the alterna ve to the add-water-and
- r rap chumpitude is funkier, fresher, and just plain
sexxier than ever before!
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QUEEN MARY

In 2012 The General Manager of River Valley Co-op had the idea for
the musicians on sta to form a band to play the Pride Parade. Queen Mary consists of four co-op sta members ~ Toni
Maestas, Mark Schilling, Dave Cook and Tom Bradbury

Ayisha Knight Shaw

I am the daughter of a white Jewish mother and a Black Cherokee father
by birth, but I was raised in a community of single mothers who raised me
as their own. At last count, een mothers, three fathers, numerous
brothers, sisters all forming an unconven onal yet profoundly beau ful
family. This ethnically diverse community of poets, painters, sculptors,
storytellers taught me that crea ng and sharing art is as much a poli cal
act as a thing of beauty. Sharing myself and my work has been my greatest challenge and most rewarding experience.
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OUR DRAG PERFORMERS

FELICIA FORRESTOR
Felicia Forrestor ...... I am so happy and honored ,this is my second year as the Noho
Pride Drag Coordinator. I was recently crowned `Miss Diva Massachuse s 2014. You
can catch me at Diva's Nightclub hos ng my own monthly show called Drag Cabaret
one Saturday night a month. I also do shows in Connec cut with the fabulous Dixie
Normous which is my co-host this year at Pride. I have been doing the art of female
impersona on for over 20 years now and have entertained audiences in over 150
ci es in 9 states. I am here to make Noho Pride bigger and be er every single year
with great entertainers which include drag queens and drag kings.

SERENITY LOCKHART
FULL BIOS ON WEBSITE WWW.NOHOPRIDE.ORG
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LOO D’FLYEST PRIESTLY

VERONICA BOW

IZZY MJ

RUBY MONROE
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MIA E Z’LAY

TYTANINA LOVELESS LOCKHART

GALAXY LAFOXX

DEVIN GRABERASS
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LEO CRAYZ

HORS

BRITNEY K.
O’DAY

IVANNA

JUSTIN SYDER
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THANK YOU!!!
Thanks so much to our wonderful ASL interpreters who
make our event accessible to
our Deaf and Hard of Hearing
community.

27

28

Here’s what people are saying about
Noho Pride’s event and parade:
"It brings people together, all demographics and
that's so empowering."
"At pride I am able to be who I am and feel safe among
people who do not judge me."
"Pride resurrects a very important part of history,
locally and na onally."
"At Pride it provides a great way to support people and businesses."
"Pride encourages growth as individuals and groups
like the GSA's at the schools."
"It brings awareness to every facet of society."

Please consider sponsoring Noho Pride 2017
Visit www.NohoPride.org/sponsor-1.html for details

Noho Pride would like to
thank the Friends of Pride
who have generously made
dona ons to help us have
this wonderful day.
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