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New oversight for EMS?

Pinellas handling of the system brings a threat to eliminate its responsibility.
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WW 2;?.‘.}‘1?1’ ?J.“JRZ;‘:’.‘LM that \:.1‘1:&“ :\fm‘ﬁuﬁe 18 clties and fire dis  I0gon transportation fssiies.

An [nfluential state senator Is s the county “starts el MOTe collaly. — ricts that provide the EMS suv!mm Qf_“ﬁ?:: huw mﬂ. was mixed,
frustral Pincllas bandling of ~orative;” he will introduce and work ¥t would allow them to declde i ncd‘:lm m,‘)o, il Fos-
o i) wm',,.,d.m] services sys- [0 pass abill next year that Would ere- — her fate;” Ahern sald. \ppo he fden, saying, *I'm

) emers?c{dm o take control  ated new agency Lo gversee EMS. 1ts unclear whether the board game”

Lt i Commission.. It’s unclear how that MIght work.  would be able to levy its own taxes, County CDmmls:vloncr Karen Seel
Li) mﬁ.‘:"g.. has not gone  State Rep. Larry Ahern, R-Semingle, Jike the Pinellas Suncoast Transit  said she believes Its too soon to haye

e e Sen Jack Lafvala, R~ Said he was prepared {0 Sponsor 4 Authority,or have to go to thecounty  that discussio:  She believes n forth-

away” said Sf?_.‘fu ‘member of the del-  companion bill in the house had 1ar.  for jts funding like the Metropolitan — coming study of the system will pro-
“ﬁ;mmmedmmn the vala wanted to move fOrward this  planning O The PSTA that all will find aceept-
mﬁﬂ made” year, The idea, Ahern $ald, Was to cre-  oyersees the county’s bus system. The — able. -

Latvala, who made his comments  ate an independent board made up  MPO develops plans, policies and pri- - » See EMS,

o B i Tuesday, January 28,2013 | g T

State says
inmate site
lacks basic
security

The Largo re-entry center has a
history of escape because it's easy.
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BY CRAIG PITTMAN
Times Staff Writer

LARGO — The ¢ameras were (n the wrong
places, the lights didn't lluminate some key areas
and the back fence has been all too easy for an
inmate to hop.

A nine-page report from the state Department of
Corrections found plenty of flaws at the Largo Resi-
dential Re-Entry Center, where two recent incidents
led toinmates being changed with Vol aiiies,

The facility lacked some of the most basic
security measures, according to the report. For i
instance, When state inspectors searched the facil-
ity thoroughly, they found “excessive amounts of
unauthorized property” ineluding five screwtdriv.
ers and six pairs of scissors, leading to 12 inmates
belng sent back to lockup at a state prison.

When the inspectors asked the lnmates why they
had so much contraband, *they advised routine
searches of the rooms are not condueted by center
staff due to staff shortages™ So, among the reports
recommendations: Start having routine searches.

The review found problems with mote than just
| security at the work-release lacility at 16082 US 10
N, which Is operated by Goodwill Industries as a
base for inmates who have jobe outside The report
| notes that 173 of the facllitys inmates are (n new)

of substance-abuse treatrent, yet there ls only one

substance-atmse counselor on stafl As a rest, drogs

addicted inmates were frequently betng released
without getting any drog treatient,

“This x a gocd wart” sate Sen. Jack Latvala, R-

o Cloarwater, sk of the report and it recomimenda.
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