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Hi Orchid Lovers:

It’s June already! I can’t believe it is summer and the heat is
surely reminding us of it.
Hope everyone had an enjoyable Memorial Day Weekend
and that everyone faired all the rain we received this past
weekend.
We miss our snowbirds and can’t wait until you all are back
and enjoying your orchids and the society, but for now enjoy
your summer, families and stay safe.
We had our much anticipated Bus Ramble, thank you to
Chair: Jill Row, Co Chairs: Bernadette Garfinkel and Barbara
Shaw. What a FANTASTIC! Job you guys did.
We started our trip with coffee and donuts in the bus along
with raffle items that everyone was excited about. We arrived at our first destination, RF
Orchids in Homestead. We had a “Welcome” presentation in the Banyan Pavilion by Bob
Fuchs, owner, winner of numerous AOS Awards and Past President of the AOS, who
graciously took us on a Private Garden tour of his beautiful gardens with interesting
information and some fantastic stories. After the tour, we had lunch and took some time
to shop before we headed to out next destination Macs Orchids in Southwest Ranches
where our hosts Helen and Mac received us with a warm welcome; some shopped more
than others including buying big beautiful pieces of wood for mounting.
After shopping, I enjoyed sitting and relaxing by the pond as I looked at huge beautiful
orchids and wildlife before heading back on the bus. There were more raffles and our
hostesses had wine and hors D’oeuvres for everyone to enjoy as we headed back home.
It was tiring but exciting to go out and enjoy the beautiful day with great company and
friends.
Hope everyone is working hard at repotting your babies, but keep in mind to do this in the
morning before it gets too hot.
Meeting:
Unfortunately, our speaker had to cancel at the last minute because he has Covid. We
were fortunate to have our dear friend, Judy Bailey, AOS Judge, step in and speak at our
meeting. At the time of sending you this newsletter, her topic has not been decided but
she has a wealth of knowledge on growing fantastic orchids. Remember to bring in a
blooming orchid for judging. Also please bring in refreshments to share with our group.
Happy growing and see you at Veteran’s Park on June 8th , at 7:00pm. Doors open at
6:30pm
Chickie Tobias
DBOS President
561 445-5605
chickietobiasfl@gmail.com

Orchid Ramble

SAVE THE DATE; SIP and PAINT
July 23, 6:00 - 8:00 pm

The DBOS Board wanted to offer our members a summer activity, out of the heat. So
how about getting your artistic juices flowing and join us on Saturday, July 23 for a
fun evening at Painting with a Twist, located on Congress Avenue in Boynton Beach.
For those of you who have never attended a painting party, it's fun, relaxed and you'll
be amazed by what you created. With step by step instructions, you will be able to
paint a lovely orchid painting. BYOB. The cost is $40.

June Speaker, Judy Bailey, AOS Judge
We are happy to welcome back, Judy Bailey. Judy has always been an enthusiastic plant aficionado and stumbled across
her first orchid show almost 30 years ago, when seeking a warm respite during a particularly cold, snowy winter day in
Northeast Ohio. A variety of orchids soon took up residence under lights in her unfinished basement, providing her many
years of learning and enjoyment.
As a long time Master Gardener, both in Ohio and Florida, Judy embraces opportunities to learn, share and teach plant
knowledge and continues to volunteer with a number of local South Florida orchid societies, garden clubs and botanical
gardens as well as teaching orchid classes for Master Gardener programs.
Once in Florida, Judy joined the AOS and in 2009 entered the judging program with the West Palm Beach Judging
Center, becoming accredited in 2015. She has served and continues to serve the WPBJC as training coordinator,
webmaster, member of the education committee, as well as Awards Secretary. She enthusiastically continues to learn all
she can, especially from the many talented growers and amazing orchids she encounters at orchid shows, both at home
and abroad. As the second century of the American Orchid Society approaches, Judy looks forward to new opportunities
for the organization to encourage and engage all those interested in the amazing world of orchids.

BEGINNER'S NEWSLETTER; INSECTS
FROM THE AMERICAN ORCHID SOCIETY

Those Lousy Little Suckers! The most commonly encountered insect pests,
aphids and mealybugs, are by no means the most troublesome. So we will
begin with the insects that are easiest to deal with.
Aphids, (shown at left) also commonly called plant lice, cause damage to
orchid plants and flowers by sucking fluids from them. So in effect, your
orchid has to share it's food and water with the aphids. These insects are
usually less than 1/8 inch long, greenish white or black. Aphids have soft,
pear-shaped bodies, long legs, antennae, and sucking mouthparts to feed on
plant juices. Most are wingless, but winged forms can migrate between plants

when a colony becomes crowded. The adult female aphid gives birth to
between 60 and 100 female nymphs every day for a period of 20 to 30 days.
These nymphs immediately start to feed and grow, molting several times to
mature to an adult female capable of reproducing within seven to ten days,
all without maturing. So you can see that within a few days, thousands of
aphids can be born. The effects of a large quantity of sucking insects can
deform new growths, damage or abort flowers, and cause dehydration and a
resulting decline in plant health.
Mealybugs are more closely related to scale and create the same kind of
problems as aphids by feeding on plants juices. Unlike scale however, both
juveniles and adults are mobile and can easily move from plant to plant. The
complete life cycle takes six weeks to two months depending on the species
and the environmental conditions, and females can lay 300-600 eggs. Like
aphids, mealybugs can reproduce at a prodigous rate if not controlled early
on. Mealybugs are small, a little over a sixteenth of an inch (2-4mm), and
covered in a whitish waxy secretion that gives them a fuzzy appearance.
Although they are small, they are easy to spot beacuse by the time you
discover mealybugs, there are usually more than one. Although the waxy
secretion offers these insects some degree of protecion, they are not nearly as formidible as the armored scales.
Both aphids and mealybugs are capable of producing female-only generations, hastening the growth of a colony.
These pests can create additional problems that may end up being worse that the damage directly caused by
feeding. Aphids and mealybugs excrete large amounts of honeydew as they feed making them attractive to ants.
The ants actually "farm" them for this sweet substance and can contribute to spreading the pests to other plants
nearby. This honeydew provides an excellent breeding ground for sooty mold. Additionally, all three sucking insects
covered here can act as a vector for spreading diseases from plant to plant.
Thrips can destroy flowers overnight with their rasping mouth parts.
Thrips are the final insect to be covered here and to me, are the most insidious. Thrips are small, very small, and
therefore difficult to detect. Usually, you see the damage before the thrip. Although thrips can and do cause
damage to orchid plants, their preferred feeding ground is flowers and buds. There is nothing more heartbreaking
than waiting a whole year for that favorite orchid to bloom, and find out that it has been defaced by thrips. They
can even get between the folds of a just-opened bud and cause scarring or bud blast. As if they weren't hard
enough to see, thrips can move quickly when disturbed and will hide under folds in the lip or where the petals and
sepals meet. Although the insects have wings, being so tiny, they may just as frequently be dispersed by wind. One
piece of common advice for managing thrips is to eliminate known host plants from around the orchid growing area.
Here in Florida, gardenia is notorious for harboring thrips and orchid hobbyists are often advised to move or spray
their gardenia bushes. Other host plants are ficus benjamina, camellia and magnolia.
For eliminating these pests, first we will cover the most benign home remedies. These safe remedies will work,
but require dedicated applications to effect control...once is not enough. For small, early outbreaks of aphids, scale
or mealybugs, a safe and effective treatment is castille-peppermint soap used at a rate of 1tsp. per quart of
water. The liquid soap (Dr. Bronner's or generic) can be found at natural food and some grocery stores. We keep a
one-quart handsprayer of the solution in the greenhouse for zapping pests when we see them. You can set the
sprayer on "stream" and wash away a small colony of mealybugs, or on "spray" to destroy aphids. You can also use
household liquid soap at the same dilution but peppermint oil adds to the effectiveness. 70% isopropyl rubbing
alcohol will also work. We take the sprayer out of a new empty hand sprayer and insert it into a bottle of rubbing
alcohol and use it to spray just about any insect pest. A longtime popular home remedy for insect pests is one cup
of Formula 409 cleaner, one cup of 70% isopropyl rubbing alcohol to two cups of water. These home remedies are
good safe treatments for people who grow their orchids in their homes, but they need to be applied every other
day until the problem is under control.
Insectidal soaps (Safer's) and horticultural oils (Vol
ck, Neem Oil) are useful against both aphids and mealybugs as well as other insect pests that feed on orchids. One
thing to remember about using them is that they can cause damage to orchids if applied when the ambient air
temperature is much above 80º F, although the soap is less likely to. Follow label instructions carefully and spray
late in the day when temperatures are set to decline.
General purpose insecticides such as Sevin WP and Malathion will also control both scale and mealybugs as well as
thrips, but many growers prefer Orthene 75% WP and it is also the preferred treatment for thrips. You can mix
1/4 tsp. to a quart of water in a handsprayer and use it for all three pests. Do not use any spreader-sticker or soap
if you intend to spray flowers or buds for thrips. During a trip outbreak, we keep a couple of handsprayers with
Orthene in the shadehouse and spray buds and flowers every couple days.
To read the entire article, click here.
Reprinted from the American Orchid Society

JUNE GROWING BY DR. MOTES
Although the heavy storms that ended the month made up much if not all of the
deficit, this May was drier than usual, almost more like April. The rain coming in

large doses also created a wider swing of day to night temperatures. This has been
good news for our orchids, allowing them to get relief from the added disease
pressure that a wetter than average year had visited upon them. The wide swings of
temperature delivered by radiant escape of heat into clear night skies has
encouraged vigorous rooting in all genera. Careful watering now that the rains have
begun in earnest will produce vibrant growth. Usually in the rainy season if plants
require water, replacing water with liquid fertilizer is the best thing to do. Peter’s
Excell (15-5-15) with extra calcium and magnesium is highly recommended and
may prove on the long haul better than the Michigan State formula and at a much better price.
May’s rains coming mostly in heavy bursts have washed away most of the Thrips who also were not best pleased
by the lower than usual temperatures. Now that the rains have settled in, they should be less troublesome but be aware that
any time that four- or five-days pass with no rain, the Thrips which abound in our landscapes are waiting to descend on the
lush roots and tender growing tips of our orchids. Scout for them on the new roots of vandas and control them with the
recommended means in Fla. Orchid Growing.
Successive days of rain such as we are now experiencing, provide the opportunity for snails to travel long
distances from your neighbor’s yards. Our plants are in tender new growth and are particularly vulnerable. Snail bait
properly applied is very effective in controlling them. Remember, one pellet per square foot is plenty as the snails are
irresistibly drawn to it. A five-pound bag treats our one acre plus nursery for two years. Applied judiciously one can keep
both plants and pets safe.
The beginning of the rainy season is a good time to remember that because of the cooling effects of rain, S. Florida
enjoys fewer days of extreme heat than anywhere East of the Rockies. Stay dry but enjoy the rain cooled air. As a very
young, but very perceptive Bartholomew Motes noted “Rain sweet as honey”.
R
Watch Dr Motes's youtube video on MIniature Vandas, click here.
Dr Martin Motes
Motes Orchids

Help raise funds for DBOS by using Amazon Smile .
Did you know that you can help support DBOS by using Smile.Amazon.com. Amazon Smile will
donate a portion of the eligible purchases to DBOS, just name Delray Beach Orchid Society as
your favorite charity and shop at Smile.Amazon.com
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Board Members
President - Chickie Tobias
1st VP Programs – Buddy Rappoport
2nd VP Membership – Martha Combs
Treasurer – Priscilla Roper
Assistant Treasurer – Kim Jacobs
Recording Secretary – Donna Holt Swanson
Corresponding Secretary – Bernadette Garfinkel

Trustees
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Upcoming Events
Veteran's Park Recreation building is located on
the west side of the intracostal waterway on
the north side of Atlantic Avenue. It is in the
the same entrance as Chico's .
Scheduled Meetings and Events:
July 13, 2022: Scott Peplin, Creating an Orchid
Environment.

Joni Fritz
James Mangan
Jill Row
Geoff Tobias

August 10, 2022: Mac Rivenbark, Mac's Orchids,
Topic to follow.

Past President

October 12, 2022: Carol Holdren, AOS Judge,
Buying the Right Orchids.

Michele Owens

Newsletter Editor: Valerie Smith
Club Photographer: John Morris

September 14, 2022: Pot Luck and Bingo Social

October 22 and 23, 2022: Annual Orchid Show
November 9, 2022: Hyla Levine, Topic to follow.
December 4, 2022: Annual Holiday Party
Find out what is happening on our Facebook
page. Join Us On Facebook

Website: www:DelrayBeachOrchidSociety.com
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU
If you have any suggestions or comments regarding the
Society, meetings or this newsletter, please feel free to
contact our President, Chickie Tobias at 561 445-5605
or email.
If you have special event in your life or know of a
member who is ill, please call our Corresponding
Secretary, Bernadette Garfinkel at 561 3986315 or email.
Moving? Changed your e-mail or phone number? We
don't want to lose contact with you. Please contact our
Membership Chair, Martha Combs at 561 737-1059.

