The Jackson Madison County African American Chamber of Commerce selected as its 2017 Historical
Pioneers professional and all-star high school and college athletes from rural West Tennessee.
These seven honorees — who made history in their hometowns of Denmark, Humboldt and Jackson,
Tennessee and many in national arenas as well — were recognized at the 16th Annual JEWEL
Awards Banquet featuring The Bar-Kays on Friday, February 24, 2017 in Jackson, Tennessee. The
JEWEL Awards annually recognize historical and contemporary business leaders and entrepreneurs
while raising funds for our Follow Me Into Business® youth development and job readiness program
for ages 12 to 18 in Jackson and Madison County (TN).
The Historical Pioneer awards for 2017 were presented by state legislators Rep. Jimmy Eldridge and
Rep. Johnny Shaw, who also presented proclamations from the State of Tennessee honoring each
honoree.

From left to right, top to bottom, these honorees are Walt Bond, Tony Champion, Manley Fuller,
Sylvester Hicks, Ed “Too Tall” Jones, Dorrington “Junior” Reid and Kacy Rodgers.

2017 HISTORICAL PIONEERS
Walt Bond
A professional baseball player, Walter Franklin Bond was born October 19,
1937 in Denmark, Tennessee and attended Lane College. He was 6 feet 7
inches and was a power hitter who threw right-handed and batted left-handed.
At the age of 25, he was diagnosed with leukemia while serving in the United
States Army in 1962. Yet, he played in the minor and the major leagues for 11
years because his illness was in remission. In fact, he batted in 132 AAA games
for the Salt Lake City Bees. And, he hit six home runs, brought in 17 runs, with
an impressive batting average, in a 12-game stretch with the Cleveland Indians.
When he didn’t make the Indians 1963 roster, possibly due to front office
concerns about his illness, he spent the rest of the campaign in Triple-A.
As an outfielder and first baseman, Walt Bond played in six Major League Baseball (MLB) seasons
between 1960 and 1967 for the Cleveland Indians, Houston Colt .45s/Astros and Minnesota Twins.
How did Walt Bond get into professional baseball from Denmark? The story is told that scouts for the
St. Louis Cardinals came into the Jackson area. He made the tryouts and was signed by the Cardinals
to their Instructional League Team. At some point, racism became a problem, and all Black players in
the Cardinals Instructional League ball club were traded. Walt went to Cleveland.
Acquired by Houston in December 1963, he turned in his best Major League season as the starting first
baseman for the 1964 Colt .45s, leading his Houston team with 20 home runs and 85 runs batted while
appearing in 148 games. Just before the 1966 season, his leukemia recurred and he was sent to the
Minnesota Twins. He returned to Triple-A and batted .316 with 18 home runs in 122 games for the
Denver Bears, earning an invitation to spring training for 1967. His health continued to decline: He
played his final game on May 7 and was released by the Twins on May 15. He entered a Houston
hospital for treatment and passed away on September 14, 1967,
Walt Bond was a courageous man and a champion who enjoyed mentoring young people. Along with
teammates Jimmy Wynn and Joe Morgan, Tex Harrison of the Harlem Globetrotters and other friends,
he formed a basketball team dubbed "The Magnificent Seven" and traveled to local schools to play
charity games to help raise funds for local schools sports programs in Houston.
His major league career of 307 hits included 40 doubles, 11 triples, 179 runs batted in, and 41 home
runs. Walter Bond has numerous relatives living in West Tennessee and a son, Donald Bond who lives
in Houston.

Tony Champion
Tony Champion, a prolific athlete from Humboldt, Tenn., lives up to
the name "Champion" on and off the field, court, and track. His
football career began at Humboldt High School where he was an all
district player on the 1979 undefeated, Class AA State Champion
Football team. As the first African-American quarterback, he led the
Vikings to a 10-1 season. He was selected as the All-West
Tennessee, 2nd Team and Humboldt Player of the year. Champion's
skills did not stop at football. In basketball, he earned All-District
and All-Region as Humboldt finished state runner up. In track, he
placed 4th at the state meet in the 330-yard low hurdles as a junior
and qualified for the 330-yard low hurdles and high jump state as a
senior. In 2004, he was inducted into the Gibson County Hall of
Fame.
He attended the University of Tennessee at Martin where he was a
four-year letterman in the position of wide-receiver and an All-Gulf
South Conference player in 1982. He caught 72 passes for 1,531
yards and 14 touchdowns in 25 career games. After UT Martin, he signed a free agent contract
with the NFL's Dallas Cowboys, San Diego Chargers, and the Green Bay Packers, narrowly
missing roster cuts for each team. In 2010, he was inducted into the UTM Hall of Fame for his
football career at UTM.
In his professional career, he played for the Hamilton Tiger-Cats of Ontario in the Canadian
Football League from 1985-1992. He is still listed on the Hamilton Tiger-Cats All-Time Records
and Statistics for the most receiving yards in a season (1656). He was a member of the 1985,
1986, and 1989 Grey Cup teams. His record for most receptions in a season (95) was not broken
until 1998 and for most touchdowns in a season (15) was not
broken until 2012. Runner-up for the CFL's Outstanding
Player of the Year in 1989, he was honored with the Hamilton
Tiger-Cats Most Valuable Player award and the CFL’s Jeff
Russel Memorial Trophy.
Off the field and after a stellar career, Tony Champion now
resides in West Tennessee. He is married to Darla for more
than 20 years and raised two daughters, Kiara and Maiya.
Champion is known to so many as "Shine", champion, football
player, athlete, and, of course, Tony. But most importantly, he
is known as husband and dad.

Manley Fuller
Manley “Slick” Fuller was one of five children born to
the late Manley and Neverta Womack Fuller in Jackson,
Tennessee. He was a product of the Jackson Madison
County School System and a graduate of Merry High
School.
At Merry, he played basketball under the leadership of
the late William “Duck” Greene. Some of his teammates
were the now famous Ed “Too Tall” Jones, Tony Black,
Dr. Louis Cunningham, and others. Manley played
forward on the Merry High team.
A member of the last class to graduate from Merry High
before it became JCM (Jackson Central Merry), Manley
participated in the State Basketball Tournament and made
history. According to a recent brochure published by the
Tennessee Secondary Schools Athletic Association, he
still holds the record for the Most Rebounds in a TSSAA
tournament.
He attended Tennessee State University where he still
appears on record as an All-Time Letter Man for 1972.
For many years after leaving TSU, he lived in Danville,
Illinois. He returned to Jackson in the mid-1980s and
went to work for the Jackson Madison County School
System at Jackson Central Merry High and the City of
Jackson. He retired from both places.
A member of Macedonia Baptist Church, Manley Fuller
has three sisters Margaret Kimmins, Paulette Spann and
Brenda Fowler and a brother Gregory Fuller.

Sylvester Hicks
Now a resident of Humboldt, Sylvester Hicks was born
April 2, 1955 in Jackson, Tennessee. He played football
and basketball wearing the blue and gold as an Indian at
Jackson’s North Side High School in the early 70's.
After graduating from North Side, he attended and played
college football at Tennessee State University. In 1978, he
was drafted by the Kansas City Chiefs in the second round
of the 1978 National Football League Draft.
A defensive lineman for the Chiefs, he wore jersey #75 and
played in 43 NFL games during four seasons from 1978 to
1981. On April 28, 1982, he and another former TSU
football player Joe Gilliam Jr. were among those who
spoke at the ribbon-cutting for John A. Merritt Blvd. in
Nashville. Other speakers included Governor Lamar
Alexander, Senator Jim Sasser, TSU President Fred
Humphries, and Councilman Willie McAllister, who
recommended the renaming of a portion of Centennial
Boulevard for TSU Head Coach “Big John.”
Sylvester Hicks has a Facebook page which allows family and friends to stay in touch. From
Facebook, you can see that he is well-loved and enjoys spending time with his children, grandchildren
and other family members.
He and his wife June Bryant Hicks are pastor and First
Lady of Greater Heights Ministries, a
nondenominational church located at 4276 Highway 76
South in Brownsville, Tennessee. The motto for the
ministry is “Bringing lives together through Jesus
Christ.”

Ed “Too Tall” Jones
Ed “Too Tall” Jones is still going strong. The former Merry
High School basketball star that went on to Tennessee State
University and, after two seasons, decided to play football
for John Merritt has had an incredible life. He was the first
overall pick of the Dallas Cowboys in 1974 and played
defensive end with the team for 15 seasons. He won his gold
championship ring for Super Bowl XII on January 15, 1978.
Standing an impressive 6’ 9,” the man deemed “too tall” to
play football left professional football in 1979 to pursue
another passion, boxing. After an undefeated six-match
boxing career, he returned to play
for the Dallas Cowboys from 1980
to 1989. Back in the NFL, he was
named All Pro in 1981 and 1982
and MVP in 1982. He played in 16
playoff games, including 3 Super Bowls, and on three NFC
Championship teams.
During his collegiate career, TSU won the Black College Football
National Championship in both 1971 and 1973. Since the HBCU contest
began in 1892, Tennessee State has ruled as the all-time winner with 16
wins. Ed “Too Tall” Jones was inducted into the Black College Hall of
Fame in 2012.
In 1999, he was voted to the 50th Anniversary Senior Bowl All-Time Team. The Ed “Too Tall”
Jones Golf Classic has been part of the Southern Heritage Classic, an annual football rivalry
between Tennessee State and Jackson State University held in Memphis for nearly 30 years. In
2012, he acted in a movie, The Wedding Ringer, starring Kevin Hart.
Edward Lee Jones was born in Jackson, Tennessee on February 23, 1951. At Merry High, he
played basketball and baseball and took part in a total of three football games because football was
not introduced until his senior year. His basketball skills earned him
All-American honors and a Division I NCAA scholarship offer.
He also had offers from Major League Baseball teams to play first
base in their minor league baseball teams. For his professional
football career, he is said to be “one of the most dominant defensive
players of his era” and “the fifth leading tackler in the franchise
history.”

Dorrington (Junior) Reid
Dorrington Reid Jr., better known
as Junior Reid, is a native of
Humboldt, Tenn. He is married to
Angela and the father of four
children -- Tanzania, Dorian,
Dorrington III (Trey) and Victoria
Grace.
He is a member of
Morning Star Missionary Baptist
Church where he serves as a
deacon and Sunday School
teacher.
Junior received his early education in the Humboldt City School System. He was a
standout athlete in three sports – football, basketball and track. A former Jackson Sun
Athlete of the Year, he is a member of the 1976 Class AA State Championship
Basketball Team and was selected for the All Tournament team. He is also the TSSAA
220-yard Dash State Champion for 1977.
He went on from Humboldt to the University of Tennessee Knoxville where he received
five letters in football and track. He was a member of the Tennessee Volunteers football
team led by head coach Johnny Majors from 1977-1980. Junior also was an All
American and All SEC in track and field.
He was a free agent draft pick for the Oakland Raiders in 1981.
Currently, head coach for his Humboldt Junior and Senior
High School, Junior Reid has been coaching and teaching
for the Humboldt City Schools System for the past 27
years.

Kacy Rodgers
Born in Humboldt (Tenn.) in 1969, Coach Kacy Rodgers has
been defensive coordinator for the NFL’s New York Jets
football team since 2015. He was previously defensive line
coach with the Miami Dolphins for six years from 2008 to
2014. Considered a defensive line expert, he also worked in
similar capacities with the Dallas Cowboys and a number of
colleges, including Arkansas University, Middle Tennessee
State, Northeast Louisiana and UT Martin.
He played football for Humboldt High School and for the
University of Tennessee at Knoxville where he was a fouryear letterman from 1988 to 1991. During his time as a Vols
linebacker and defensive end, he won two Southeast
Conference championships and played in the 1990 Cotton
Bowl Classic, 1991 Sugar Bowl and the 1992 Fiesta Bowl.
In 1992, he signed with the Pittsburgh Steelers as an
undrafted free agent. He played for the Shreveport Pirates in
the Canadian Football League in 1994 before beginning his college coaching career at UT Martin.
At UTM, he was defensive line coach before adding the title of assistant head coach in 1997.
While in a college athlete, he married Marcella Cruze. They have one son, Kacy Rodgers II, who
is a professional football player with the Saskatchewan Roughriders in the Canadian Football
League.

