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 LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
WOULD YOU RISK THE  
SECURITY OF THE U.S. 

ON …… 
A DOSE OF  
PEPTO O-BISMOL? 

 

By Stephen L. Bakke  September 14, 2014  
 

Here’s what provoked me:  
 

An opinion writer on Sunday brought the message that rather than being disengaged, Obama 
is really the cool, calm and collected “adult in the room.” He implies the President is taking the 
best path to success while looking lazy and making the job look easy! Nay sayeth I! And I also 
had the following comments to add in one more “letter to the editor.” 
 

Here’s my response:  
 

Would you risk the security of the U.S. on …… a dose of Pepto O-Bismol? 
 
Opinion writer Diamond uses soothing words 
to describe President Obama’s demeanor in 
the face of the crises cropping up (“Obama 
shows calm in the face of a crisis” – 9-13-14). 
He even conjures up quotes from Rudyard 
Kipling to describe Obama’s coolness under 
pressure – as if he’s somehow super-human 
in his accomplishments. According to 
Diamond, Obama’s accomplishments in the 
economy, boarder security, and national 
defense are wondrous, even while he appears 
to be loafing and making the job look easy.  
 
What Mr. Diamond is attempting is to balance 
the optics with a plausible (but foolish) 
explanation. Is he sure Obama’s 
disengagement doesn’t give comfort and 
encouragement to ISIL and other faces of evil? 
Is he sure the President’s calm demeanor isn’t 
reflecting at least some uncertainty, 
confusion, denial, or a simple lack of concern? 
Is he absolutely sure Obama is the adult in the 
room?  
 

 
 

Is Mr. Diamond sure Obama’s icy stare puts a chill in the hearts of our evil enemies? That icy stare 
also recalls a “deer in the headlights”! Or is he sure that look isn’t just a sign of Obama’s own 
stomach acid? Would he risk U.S. national security on a swig of Pepto Bismol – or should I say 
“Pepto O-Bismol”? Please reconsider, Mr. Diamond! 

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoX6xJW1OCioAVR6JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&va=patriotic+icons&fr=yfp-t-701-s&b=271&tab=organic&w=371&h=425&imgurl=www.easyvectors.com/assets/images/vectors/afbig/usflag-clip-art.jpg&rurl=http://www.easyvectors.com/browse/other/usflag-clip-art&size=48.9+KB&name=Usflag+clip+art+-+Download+free+Other+vectors&p=patriotic+icons&oid=0d4d6c041da29871281e6d0f0786958b&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-701-s&tt=Usflag+clip+art+-+Download+free+Other+vectors&b=271&ni=30&no=291&tab=organic&sigr=11nlvf8jm&sigb=13gvc40mh&sigi=123f8s97f&.crumb=LfR3yHbsJpd
https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pJRiEFT.igAvdiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzcjZ1MWV0BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMyMzhlZGYzOTM3ZjU2OTA3N2JhOTM3YjA5ZmE0ZTYzZARncG9zAzI3BGl0A2Jpbmc-?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&va=editor,+icon&fr=yfp-t-950&tab=organic&ri=27&w=128&h=128&imgurl=icons.iconarchive.com/icons/mattahan/buuf/128/Rich-Text-Editor-icon.png&rurl=http://www.iconarchive.com/show/buuf-icons-by-mattahan/Rich-Text-Editor-icon.html&size=18.1KB&name=Rich+Text+<b>Editor+icon</b>&p=editor,+icon&oid=238edf3937f569077ba937b09fa4e63d&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-950&tt=Rich+Text+<b>Editor+icon</b>&b=0&ni=128&no=27&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=12hauc389&sigb=13d3lqko8&sigi=127oev4pf&sigt=10sufb5l3&sign=10sufb5l3&.crumb=G3tNhuLUttj&fr=yfp-t-950
https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8psU4xRUBgcAzAeJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzMzFxb285BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANhMGQxMGFjOGYwOWQ4N2E1Y2M2Y2Y1NTBiN2RiNDZkMQRncG9zAzE1BGl0A2Jpbmc-?back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&va=pepto-bismol,+illustrations&fr=yfp-t-901&tab=organic&ri=15&w=320&h=180&imgurl=media-cache-ec0.pinimg.com/736x/06/6d/0f/066d0fc839f4df8710cf425ad4b4299c.jpg&rurl=http://pinterest.com/pin/295408056777958565/&size=12.4KB&name=<b>Pepto-Bismol</b>+commercial&p=pepto-bismol,+illustrations&oid=a0d10ac8f09d87a5cc6cf550b7db46d1&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-901&tt=<b>Pepto-Bismol</b>+commercial&b=0&ni=72&no=15&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11chhh6tu&sigb=13tkm822l&sigi=12deqrep5&sigt=10ukg5kb1&sign=10ukg5kb1&.crumb=SLGrfajQVso&fr=yfp-t-901

