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Community
Resources

The mission of Children’s Advocacy Cen-
ters of Virginia (CACVA) is to promote 
and support the development, growth and 
continuation of Child Advocacy Centers 
(CAC) and multidisciplinary teams across 
the state in their service to child victims of 
abuse and neglect.

CACVA is a membership organization dedi-
cated to helping local communities respond 
WR�FKLOG�PDOWUHDWPHQW�LQ�ZD\V�WKDW�DUH�HͿHF-
WLYH�DQG�H΀FLHQW��DQG�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�RI�DOO��
ensuring that the child victim’s needs are met. 
Formed in 2002, CACVA provides support, 
technical assistance, and training for Virgin-
ia’s CACs and serves as a resource for com-
munities looking to develop CACs or MDTs.

CASA recruits, trains and supervises compe-
tent volunteers dedicated to advocating for 
the needs of abused and neglected children 
currently in court proceedings, who are too 
young to speak for themselves during the 
complicated maze of legal proceedings.

CASA promotes safe, permanent homes for 
all children and seeks to educate the com-
munity concerning the needs of abused and 
neglected children.

CASA volunteers are appointed by judges to 
advocate for abused or neglected children, 
to make sure they don’t get lost in the over-
burdened legal and social service system or 
languish in inappropriate group or foster 
homes. Volunteers stay with each case until 
it is closed and the child is placed in a safe, 
permanent home.

For more information, visit
https://virginiacasa.org/ 

To report abuse:
Hotline: 1.800.552.7096

http://www.cacva.org/about-us/



Guardians Ad Litem for Children: Practice, Purpose, and Process

By Benjamin Rigney1

I.  Introduction 

United States Supreme Court Justice William Douglas once wrote, “[T]he liberties of 

none are safe unless the liberties of all are protected.”2 Generally, a Guardian Ad Litem works 

to protect the rights and liberties of people who “the law deems incapable of doing so for 

themselves.”3 A Guardian Ad Litem is “[usually] a lawyer, appointed by the court to appear in a 

lawsuit on behalf of an incompetent or minor party.”4�0RUH�VSHFL¿FDOO\��WKH�9LUJLQLD�6XSUHPH�

Court uses Guardian Ad Litems to protect the liberties of children and incapacitated adults in 

court.5 The job of a Guardian Ad Litem is necessary to protect the liberties for all of us by pro-

tecting the liberty of some of the most vulnerable of us. 

This discussion of Guardians Ad Litem will focus primarily on the role of the Guardian 

Ad Litem (henceforth “GAL”) in cases involving children. To begin, the actual work done by 

GALs will be examined and discussed. Next, the purpose of a GAL will be examined in the 

FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�9LUJLQLD¶V�-XYHQLOH�DQG�'RPHVWLF�5HODWLRQV�&RXUW���)LQDOO\��KRZ�WR�

become a GAL will be examined alongside a discussion of who should become a GAL. The 

goal of this discussion is to show the reader the value of GALs and to help the reader determine 

if they should become a GAL. 

II.  Practice: What do GALs do?

� $�*$/��LQ�WKH�&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD��LV�DQ�DWWRUQH\�DSSRLQWHG�E\�D�MXGJH�WR�KHOS�

the court determine the circumstances of a matter before the court and to represent the interest 

RI�WKH�FKLOG��7KH�EDVLF�GXW\�RI�D�FKLOG¶V�*$/�LV�³WKH�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FKLOG¶V�OHJLWLPDWH�

interests.”6 Most commonly, this requires a GAL to “investigate for the court and recommend 

1 �%HQMDPLQ�5LJQH\�LV�DQ�LQWHUQ�IRU�-XGJH�)UDQN�5RJHUV�LQ�WKH�5RDQRNH�&LW\�-XYHQLOH�DQG�'R-
mestic Relations Court, is a student at the T.C. Williams School of Law at the University of Richmond, 
and has a PhD from Carolina University in Winston-Salem.
2   William Douglass, A Living Bill of Rights, 64 (1961).
3   Erik Barnes, When Should a Guardian Ad Litem be Appointed in a Child Custody Case, 9D��
Lawyers Weekly (May 30, 2018).
4  Guardian��%ODFN¶V�/DZ�'LFWLRQDU\����WK�(G���������
5  See Va. Code Ann. § 8.01-9; Va. Code Ann. § 16.1-266.
6  Va. Sup. Ct. R. 8:6; see also Va. Code Ann. �����������)���³,Q�DOO�RWKHU�FDVHV�ZKLFK�LQ�WKH�
discretion of the court require… a guardian ad litem… to represent the child or children … discreet and 



ZKDW�LV�LQ�WKH�FKLOG¶V�³EHVW�LQWHUHVW´�LQ�SULYDWH�FXVWRG\�FDVHV�´7 By representing only the child, 

WKH�*$/�LV�IUHH�WR�UHFRPPHQG�ZKDW�LV�LQ�WKH�FKLOG¶V�EHVW�LQWHUHVW�ZKLFK�PD\�QRW�RWKHUZLVH�EH�

made known to the court.8�,Q�RUGHU�WR�EHVW�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�UROH�RI�D�*$/��WKLV�VHFWLRQ�ZLOO�GLV-

cuss both what kind of cases a GAL works on, as well as how a GAL works on those cases. 

A. What Kind of Cases Use a Guardian Ad Litem? 

GALs are not required in every custody case.9 However, “[t]he established practice is 

that a guardian ad litem�PD\�EH�DSSRLQWHG�DIWHU�D�WULDO�MXGJH�PDNHV�D�SUHOLPLQDU\�¿QGLQJ�WKDW�

the best interests of the child require such appointment.”10�,Q�9LUJLQLD��*$/V�DUH�DSSRLQWHG�WR�

work in cases in which a child is alleged to be abused or neglected; the subject of an entrust-

ment agreement; the subject of a petition seeking termination of parental rights; or the subject 

RI�D�SURFHHGLQJ�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�SDUHQWV�DUH�VHHNLQJ�WR�EH�UHOLHYHG�RI�WKH�FKLOG¶V�FDUH�RU�FXVWRG\�11 

Likewise, a GAL may be assigned to a case where: the child is the subject of a foster care plan 

review;12 the child is seeking emancipation;13�WKH�FKLOG¶V�SDUHQWV�DUH�VHHNLQJ�WR�FRPPLW�D�FKLOG�

over the age of 14 to a psychiatric facility;14 or the child is seeking authorization for a physician 

to perform an abortion.15 The types of cases a GAL works on, as evidenced by the preceding 

list, are quite varied in nature. 

B. What Kind of Work Does a Guardian Ad Litem do on a Case?  

Understanding the unique work of a GAL is vital to determining if becoming a GAL is 

a viable option for an individual. The work a GAL does is different from other legal roles as the 

GAL acts “as the eyes of the court during the proceeding, conducting interviews and compiling 

competent attorneys-at-law may be appointed by the court”). 
7  Dale Margolin Cecka, Inequality in Private Child Custody Litigation, 20 CUNY L. Rev. 203, 
231 (2016).
8  See Ford v. Ford, 371 U.S. 187, 193 (1962) (noting “Unfortunately, experience has shown 
WKDW�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�FXVWRG\��VR�YLWDO�WR�D�FKLOG¶V�KDSSLQHVV�DQG�ZHOO�EHLQJ��IUHTXHQWO\�FDQQRW�EH�OHIW�WR�
the discretion of the parents. This is particularly true where… the estrangement of husband and wife 
beclouds parental judgment with emotion and prejudice”).
9  See Va. Code Ann. �����������)���
10 �9HUURFFKLR�Y��9HUURFFKLR�����9D��$SS������������9D��&W��$SS��������
11  Va. Code Ann. § 16.1-266.
12  Va. Code Ann. § 16.1-281. 
13  Va. Code Ann. § 16.1-332.
14  Va. Code Ann. § 16.1-339.
15  Va. Code Ann. § 16.1-241. 



reports to present to the court.”16�/LNHZLVH��D�*$/¶V�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�LV�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�RWKHU�FRXUW�

assigned guardianship roles because it does not require a long term commitment that may be 

common for other types of guardians.17 

The work of a GAL is both investigatory and legal in nature.18�6SHFL¿FDOO\��WKH�*$/�LV�

tasked with assisting the court in determining the circumstances surrounding a case by mak-

LQJ�D�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�DERXW�ZKDW�LV�LQ�WKH�FKLOG¶V�EHVW�LQWHUHVW�HYHQ�LI�WKH�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�LV�

DJDLQVW�WKH�FKLOG¶V�ZLVKHV�19 The GAL accomplishes this task by conducting interviews, inves-

tigating facts surrounding the case, submitting oral or written reports to the court, and partic-

ipating in court hearings.20�)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ�D�FXVWRG\�GLVSXWH�LQ�ZKLFK�D�*$/�LV�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�

the interests of the children, “A GAL is valuable to the resolution of custody disputes because 

the GAL evaluates the facts concerning the dispute and recommends to the  court what are the 

best interests of the child.”21 The work of a GAL protects children when the parents want to use 

FKLOGUHQ�DV�WRROV�IRU�PDQLSXODWLRQ�DQG�GR�QRW�KDYH�WKH�FKLOGUHQ¶V�EHVW�LQWHUHVWV�LQ�PLQG�22 The 

*$/�ZRUN�DV�DQ�DGYRFDWH�IRU�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�LV�JHQHUDOO\�YHU\�EHQH¿FLDO�ERWK�WR�WKH�FRXUW�DQG�WKH�

children represented. 

III. Purpose: Why do Courts use GALs?   

 The purpose of a GAL goes hand-in-hand with the purpose of the Juvenile and Domes-

WLF�5HODWLRQV�&RXUW��KHQFHIRUWK�³-'5�&RXUW´��LQ�9LUJLQLD��,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�QRWH�WKDW�D�*$/�LV�

not the ultimate decider or judge of a case, but the GAL does function as an extension of the 

court as a representative for the child. Therefore, both a GAL and the JDR Court need to be pri-

16  Kelly Crowe, Statutory Provisions for Guardians ad Litem in Guardianship Proceedings, 30 
A.B.A. J. on Law & Aging 94 (2018). 
17  See Guardian Ad Litem��&RUQHOO�/HJDO�,QIRUPDWLRQ�,QVWLWXWH�:(;��KWWSV���ZZZ�ODZ�FRUQHOO�
HGX�ZH[�JXDUGLDQBDGBOLWHP��ODVW�YLVLWHG�-XO\������������³8QOLNH�W\SLFDO�JXDUGLDQV�RU�FRQVHUYDWRUV��
JXDUGLDQV�DG�OLWHP�RQO\�SURWHFW�WKHLU�ZDUG¶V�LQWHUHVWV�LQ�D�VLQJOH�FDVH�´�
18  See generally *XDUGLDQV�$G�/LWHP��*$/���9LUJLQLD�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�2I¿FH�RI�WKH�([HFXWLYH�
6HFUHWDU\��KWWS���ZZZ�FRXUWV�VWDWH�YD�XV�FRXUWDGPLQ�DRF�FLS�SURJUDPV�JDO�KRPH�KWPO��ODVW�YLVLWHG�-XO\�
28, 2020). 
19  Id. 
20  Id. 
21  Suzanne J. Schmitz, Guardians Ad Litem Do Not Belong in Family Mediations, 8 Pepp. Disp. 
Resol. L.J. 221, 222 (2008).
22  Shelia M. Murphy, Guardians Ad Litem: The Guardian Angels of Our Children in Domestic Vi-
olence Court, 30 Loy. U. Chi. L.J. 281, 287 (1999) (noting “The presence of guardians ad litem would 
help prevent batterers from using children as tools or pawns in domestic violence court”). 



PDULO\�IRFXVHG�RQ�SUHVHUYLQJ�WKH�FKLOG¶V�EHVW�LQWHUHVW��7KH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�-'5�&RXUW�

judge and the GAL is a cooperative relationship seeking to ensure that the best interests of the 

child are preserved in the courtroom and beyond. 

A. The Purpose of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court 

7KH�-'5�&RXUW¶V�SXUSRVH��LQ�9LUJLQLD��LV�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�Va. Code Ann. § 16.1-277 which 

states, “in all proceedings the welfare of the child and the family… and the protection of the 

ULJKWV�RI�YLFWLPV�DUH�WKH�SDUDPRXQW�FRQFHUWV�RI�WKH�&RPPRQZHDOWK�´�,Q�SDUWLFXODU��SURWHFWLQJ�

“the welfare of the child”23 is a guiding principle for the JDR Court in both civil and criminal 

FDVHV��)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ�RUGHU�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�ZHOIDUH�RI�WKH�FKLOG�LQ�YLVLWDWLRQ�FDVHV��WKH�-'5�

Court is asked to determine what is in the “best interests of a child”24�WR�SURPRWH�WKH�FKLOG¶V�

welfare. 

B. The Purpose of the Guardian Ad Litem 

� $�*$/¶V�SXUSRVH��DV�GH¿QHG�E\�WKH�9LUJLQLD�6XSUHPH�&RXUW��LV�WR�³YLJRURXVO\�UHSUHVHQW�

WKH�FKLOG��IXOO\�SURWHFWLQJ�WKH�FKLOG¶V�LQWHUHVW�DQG�ZHOIDUH�´25�$OWKRXJK�WKH�VSHFL¿F�GXWLHV�RI�D�

GAL may vary, the purpose always remains the same.26�7KH�9LUJLQLD�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�KDV�GHWHU-

PLQHG�WKDW�D�*$/�LV�D�SHUVRQ�ZLWK�D�³OHJLWLPDWH�LQWHUHVW´�LQ�PDNLQJ�VXUH�WKDW�WKH�FKLOG¶V�ZHOIDUH�

is preserved.27 The GAL should therefore take appropriate action to ensure the welfare of the 

child is promoted and protected in court.28 

 Like the JDR Court, the GAL is primarily focused on the welfare of the child being 

promoted and protected.29 Both the JDR Court and the GAL, while operating independently, are 

XQL¿HG�LQ�WKH�JRDO�RI�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�WKH�FKLOG¶V�EHVW�LQWHUHVW��,PSRUWDQWO\��D�MXGJH�LV�VWLOO�WKH�XOWL�
23  Va. Code Ann. § 16.1-277
24   Va. Code Ann. § 20-124.3
25  9D��6XS��&W��5�����
26 �1RUIRON�'LY��RI�6RFLDO�6HUYLFHV�Y��8QNQRZQ�)DWKHU����9D��$SS������������³7KH�GXWLHV�RI�D�
guardian ad litem�FDQQRW�EH�VSHFL¿FDOO\�VSHOOHG�RXW�DV�D�JHQHUDO�UXOH�����µ(YHU\�JXDUGLDQ�DG�OLWHP�VKDOO�
faithfully represent the… interest of the person XQGHU�D�GLVDELOLW\�IRU�ZKRP�KH�LV�DSSRLQWHG�¶CC���TXRW-
ing Va. Code Ann. �����������9D��&W��$SS��������
27  See 6WDQOH\�Y��)DLUID[�&QW\��'HS¶W�RI�6RFLDO�6HUYLFHV������6�(��G�����������9D���������KROGLQJ�
“A guardian ad litem certainly has a legitimate interest in whether his ward is to be subjected to contin-
ued abuse and neglect”). 
28  See Id. at 623 (holding that if “a guardian ad litem feels that the best interests of his ward 
FRPSHO�WHUPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SDUHQWV¶�UHVLGXDO�ULJKWV��KH�FDQ�DQG�VKRXOG�¿OH�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�WHUPLQDWLRQ�
petition”). 
29  See Va. Code Ann. ������������9D��6XS��&W��5�������



mate decision maker in these cases, but the GAL is still able to contribute in meaningful ways.30 

The similarities in purpose for a GAL and the JDR Court allow them to work cooperatively to 

ensure the wellbeing of the child is protected in court. 

IV. Personnel: Who Should Become a GAL?  

� $FURVV�WKH�FRXQWU\��IURP�)ORULGD31 to Nebraska32�WR�,GDKR33, there is a need for more 

people to sign-up as GALs.34 These recruitment efforts are not just looking for any person, 

UDWKHU�WKH�QHHG�LV�IRU�WUDLQHG�DWWRUQH\V�WR�VWHS�XS�DQG�DGYRFDWH�IRU�FKLOGUHQ��)RU�WKH�SXUSRVHV�RI�

this discussion, the section discussing professional requirements will focus exclusively on the 

VWDQGDUGV�UHTXLUHG�E\�WKH�&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD��7KH�VHFWLRQ�GLVFXVVLQJ�WKH�type of person 

who should become a GAL will promote ideas that are universally applicable across all states. 

A. Professional Requirements 

� 7KH�SURIHVVLRQDO�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�IRU�ZKR�FDQ�EHFRPH�D�*$/�YDU\�VWDWH�E\�VWDWH�35 The 

9LUJLQLD�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�GHWHUPLQHV�WKH�VWDQGDUGV�DQG�FRQGXFW�RI�*$/V�LQ�WKH�&RPPRQ-

wealth.36�/LNHZLVH��WKH�9LUJLQLD�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�GHWHUPLQHV�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�IRU�ZKR�FDQ�ZRUN�

as a GAL.37�,Q�9LUJLQLD��D�*$/�PXVW�EH�DQ�DWWRUQH\��RU�D�TXDOL¿HG��UG�\HDU�ODZ�VWXGHQW��ZLWK�

IDPLOLDULW\�RI�MXYHQLOH�ODZ�DQG�D�PHPEHU�LQ�JRRG�VWDQGLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�9LUJLQLD�6WDWH�%DU�38 Addi-

WLRQDOO\��WR�EHFRPH�DQG�PDLQWDLQ�RQH¶V�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�DV�D�*$/��WKHUH�DUH�FRQWLQXLQJ�HGXFDWLRQ�

30  See Dale Margolin Cekcka, Improper Delegation of Judicial Authority in Child Custody Cases, 
52 Univ. of Richmond L. Rev. 181 (noting “judges cannot delegate judicial decision-making power in 
child custody cases to outside professionals”) (2017). 
31  See Alan Abramowitz, How to Become a GAL��)ORULGD¶V�*XDUGLDQ�$G�/LWHP�IRU�&KLOGUHQ�3UR-
JUDP��KWWSV���JXDUGLDQDGOLWHP�RUJ�EHFRPH�JDO���ODVW�YLVLWHG�-XO\������������
32 See Nebraska College of Law, New Law Clinic at Nebraska will Advocate for State’s Children, 
�-XQH����������KWWSV���ODZ�XQO�HGX�QRGH������
33  See )DPLO\�$GYRFDWHV��Legal Representation for Children of Abuse & Neglect, �2FW������������
KWWSV���ZZZ�IDPLO\DGYRFDWHV�RUJ������������OHJDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�RI�DEXVH�QHJOHFW�
34  See Murphy, supra, at 303 (noting “Guardians ad litem are needed to represent the interests of children”).
35  See Guardian Ad Litem��&RUQHOO�/HJDO�,QIRUPDWLRQ�,QVWLWXWH�:(;��supra, (noting “jurisdic-
WLRQV�GLIIHU�QRW�RQO\�RQ�ZKHQ�WR�DSSRLQW�JXDUGLDQ�DG�OLWHP��EXW�DOVR�RQ�WKH�JXDUGLDQV¶�PLQLPXP�TXDOL¿-
cations, training, compensation, and duties.”). 
36  See�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�RI�9D���Standards to Govern the Performance of Guardian Ad Litem for 
Children��-XQH�����������KWWS���ZZZ�FRXUWV�VWDWH�YD�XV�FRXUWDGPLQ�DRF�FLS�SURJUDPV�JDO�FKLOGUHQ�
JDOBSHUIRUPDQFHBVWDQGDUGVBFKLOGUHQ�SGI
37  See 9LUJLQLD�6XSUHPH�&RXUW��2I¿FH�RI�WKH�([HFXWLYH�6HFUHWDU\��Frequently Asked Questions 
Guardian Ad Litem for Children Program��-DQ���������KWWS���ZZZ�FRXUWV�VWDWH�YD�XV�FRXUWDGPLQ�DRF�
FLS�SURJUDPV�JDO�FKLOGUHQ�IDTBFKLOGUHQ�SGI���
38  Id.



classes that must be completed.39�)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�VSHFL¿F�UHTXLUHPHQWV�SOHDVH�

FRQVXOW�WKH�¿QDO�SDJH�RI�WKLV�QHZVOHWWHU�RU�JR�WR�WKH�9LUJLQLD�6XSUHPH�&RXUW¶V�ZHEVLWH�GHWDLOLQJ�

the steps to become a GAL.40

B. Personal Requirements 

'HVSLWH�WKHUH�EHLQJ�QR�QDWLRQDO�VWDQGDUG�IRU�WKH�SURIHVVLRQDO�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�RI�D�*$/��

VRPH�SHUVRQDO�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�VKRXOG�EH�XQLYHUVDOO\�WUXH�IRU�*$/V�41 Many people go into the 

¿HOG�RI�ODZ�ORRNLQJ�WR�FKDQJH�WKH�ZRUOG��ZRUNLQJ�DV�D�*$/�LV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�PDNH�WKH�

ZRUOG�D�EHWWHU�SODFH�E\�FKDQJLQJ�D�FKLOG¶V�ZRUOG�IRU�WKH�EHWWHU�42 While the court does provide 

compensation for GALs,43 the role is best suited for someone who wants to help children who 

ZRXOG�RWKHUZLVH�EH�KHOSOHVV��PRUH�VR�WKDQ�VRPHRQH�ZKRVH�SULPDU\�PRWLYDWLRQ�LV�¿QDQFLDO��

Ultimately, the role of GAL requires someone that is willing to invest time into a case purely to 

UHSUHVHQW�WKH�FKLOG¶V�EHVW�LQWHUHVW��

V. Conclusion 

 A GAL is at the “front line” of defense for children in imperfect situations with the “potential 

to dramatically impact the situation.”44�7KH�MRE�RI�D�*$/�LV�RIWHQ�QRW�DQ�HDV\�RQH��EXW�LQ�WKH�GLI¿FXOW\�

lies the opportunity to make lasting change in the lives of children.45 The JDR Court needs attorneys, 

perhaps like you, who are willing to partner with the JDR Court to protect “the welfare of the child.”46 

,I�\RX�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�EHFRPLQJ�D�*$/�IRU�-'5�&RXUW��SOHDVH�UHDG�WKH�¿QDO�SDJH�RI�WKLV�QHZVOHWWHU�

IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�SURFHVV�IRU�EHFRPLQJ�D�*$/�LQ�WKH�&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD��

39  Id.
40  Id.
41  See Andrea Hamilton, Recruiting and Retaining a Diverse, Culturally Responsive Guardian 
ad Litem Volunteer Pool in Durham County��'XNH�8QLY���³7KH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�TXDOL¿FDWLRQ�>IRU�D�
GAL] is a sincere concern for the wellbeing of children and a continuing commitment to advocate for a 
child”) (internal quotation marks omitted) (2011). 
42   See generally, supra note 22.  
43  See 9LUJLQLD�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�2I¿FH�RI�WKH�([HFXWLYH�6HFUHWDU\��Court-Appointed Counsel Pro-
cedures & Guideline Manual: Guidelines for Payment of Guardian Ad Litem for Children, 7-2 (2016) 
(“The Supreme Court has approved the policy that guardians ad litem shall be compensated $75 per 
KRXU�IRU�LQ�FRXUW�VHUYLFH�DQG�����SHU�KRXU�IRU�RXW�RI�FRXUW�VHUYLFH�´���KWWS���ZZZ�FRXUWV�VWDWH�YD�XV�
FRXUWDGPLQ�DRF�GMV�UHVRXUFHV�PDQXDOV�FWDSSWDWW\�FKDSWHU���SGI
44  Mary Grams, Guardians Ad Litem and the Cycle of Domestic Violence�����/DZ�	�,QHT�������
138 (2004).
45  Supra note 31.
46  Supra note 23.



What are the basic 
requirements to become 
TXDOLÀHG�DV�D�*XDUGLDQ�Ad 
Litem�IRU�FKLOGUHQ"�

Щ�%H�DQ�DFWLYH�PHPEHU�LQ�JRRG�VWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�9LUJLQLD�6WDWH�%DU��

Щ�&RPSOHWH�WKH�VHYHQ�KRXU�UHTXLUHG�FRXUVH��´5HSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�&KLOGUHQ�
DV�D�*XDUGLDQ�$G�/LWHP�µ�RͿHUHG�E\�9LUJLQLD�&/(��7KHUH�DUH�QR�VXEVWLWX�
WLRQV�IRU�WKLV�FRXUVH��

Щ�'HPRQVWUDWH�IDPLOLDULW\�ZLWK�WKH�FRXUW�V\VWHP�DQG�D�JHQHUDO�EDFNJURXQG�
LQ�MXYHQLOH�ODZ�E\�FRPSOHWLQJ�RQH�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ��

����3DUWLFLSDWH�DV�DQ�DWWRUQH\��RU�DV�D�WKLUG�\HDU�ODZ�VWXGHQW�XQGHU�3DUW������
,9��3DUD������RI�WKH�5XOHV�RI�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�RI�9LUJLQLD��LQ�IRXU�FDVHV�
LQ�WKH�MXYHQLOH�DQG�GRPHVWLF�UHODWLRQV�GLVWULFW�FRXUW�LQYROYLQJ�FKLOGUHQ��
H[FOXGLQJ�WUD΀F�FDVHV��RU�

���$VVRFLDWH�ZLWK�RQH�TXDOLÀHG�JXDUGLDQ�DG�OLWHP�LQ�WZR�FDVHV�LQ�WKH�MXYH�
QLOH�FRXUW�LQYROYLQJ�FKLOGUHQ��H[FOXGLQJ�WUD΀F�FDVHV��

Щ�'HPRQVWUDWH�SURÀFLHQF\�LQ�WKH�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�FKLOGUHQ�E\�VXEPLWWLQJ�
D�1RPLQDWLRQ�&HUWLÀFDWH�VLJQHG�E\�RQH�MXYHQLOH�FRXUW�MXGJH�EHIRUH�ZKRP�
\RX�KDYH�DSSHDUHG��RU�E\�WKH�TXDOLÀHG�JXDUGLDQ�DG�OLWHP�ZKRP�\RX�KDYH�
DVVLVWHG�LQ���FDVHV�LQ�WKH�MXYHQLOH�FRXUW��

Щ�6HQG�D�OHWWHU�WR�WKH�2΀FH�RI�WKH�([HFXWLYH�6HFUHWDU\�RI�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�
RI�9LUJLQLD�UHTXHVWLQJ�TXDOLÀFDWLRQ��DQG�LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�MXGLFLDO�GLVWULFWV�LQ�
ZKLFK�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�DFFHSW�DSSRLQWPHQWV�DV�D�JXDUGLDQ�DG�OLWHP�



Helpful
Links

Forms related to cases in the Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations Court can be found at: 

http://www.courts.state.va.us/forms/district/jdr.html

— Newsletter designed and composed by Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations Court interns Ben Rigney and Nathan Seidel

Want to stay up to date with cases decided 
throughout Virginia? 

Find them at:

https://valawyersweekly.com


