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―B-29 Hunter
―Ki-45 Dragon Slayer‖
By "Mark L. Rossmann

History: Mitsubishi Ki-45 project began in 1938; however, a long teething period did not make the plane available until May of ―41‖. The first operation of the Ki-45 did not occur until around August of ―42‖. The ―Dragon
Slayer‖, Toryu, known to the allies as ―Nick‖, was designed much like the Bf-110, a long range heavy two engine strategic fighter to escort bombers. It served in many roles during the war, but became one of the main
B-29 hunters the last year of the war.

A total of 1,701 of the Ki-45’s were built by July of ―45‖. Like many other Japanese aircraft, the Ki-45 version
went into production with upgraded engines, in this case, Nakajima 14-cylinder radial engines each outputting
1050 h.p. Also, unlike many Japanese Navy fighter airplanes, the Ki-45 aircraft had crew armor and fireresistant fuel tanks. The aircraft was first used for ground attack and anti-shipping. To give better attack capabilities the Ka-45 KAib was produced carrying a 20mm or 37mm cannon in the nose. This was a successful
change, leading to the Ki-45-KAIc with additional two upward firing 12.7 mm machine guns in place of the upper fuselage gas tank, and a 37mm cannon in the lower fuselage firing forward. However, no radar for lack of
room. This version used in the B-29 Hunter role.

THE CORSAIR

PAGE 12

May 2022

―B-29 Hunter
―Ki-45 Dragon Slayer‖
By "Mark L. Rossmann
The 4th Sentai began night fighter training in January of ―44‖, 15 of the 40 pilots qualified, with over 500 hours of training. A captured B-17E at Bandbung, was used to work out coordinated attacks. The 4th scrambled their Ki-45’s against
62 incoming B-29’s set to bomb Yawata. 15 bombed visually the rest by radar. Crewman reported 12 weak passes by
the defenders, no claims were made. But a single B-29 was lost to a fighter, Limber Dugan (42-6230) of the 468th
Bomb Group, becoming the first B-29 to be shot down over Japan, by WO Sadamitsu Kimura. 1Lt. Kashida reported
that he was scared at his first sighting of a B-29, there was no denial compared to a B-17, it was truly a ―Super fortress‖, it reminded him of a great whale in the ocean when it appeared in the search light.

Model: This is a Nichmo, 1/48, Ki-45 from the mid-1990’s. Used the AeroMaster Empire Defenders Pt II (48-171)
which first came out in 1994. The decals held up very well and transferred without incident. Tamiya AS-17 IJA Dark
Green rattle can spray was used, with flat white Testers spray for the Hinomarus areas. The yellow decals were used
from the AeroMaster sheet for the forward wings.
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―B-29 Hunter‖
―Ki-45 Dragon Slayer‖
By "Mark L. Rossmann

Aircraft #53 is from the 53rd Sentai, 3rd Hikohtai at Matsudo AB, Chiba Prefecture.
Another of the 4 aircraft in the decal set(second in picture) was an aircraft flown by 2nd Lt. Yamamato, leader of the
KAITEN-TAI special ramming unit, his surname was written on the tail. It was a unique version with all armament removed and the rear gunner seat removed and sealed. The emblem on the nose of a white B-29 with its wing getting
torn off, is a unit marking, not a kill marking. On April 18, 1945 he was killed in this plane during a ramming attack
over Fukuoka Prefecture, slamming into the wing of 1st Lt. Robert J. Johnson ―Gonna Mak’er‖, all aboard were killed.

References:
1. Osprey Aviation Elite – B-29 Hunters of the JAAF, by Koji Takaki and Henry Sakaida,
2. Rand McNally World War II Airplanes Vol. 2 by Enzio Angelucci and Paolo Matricard.
3. AeroMaster Decals, Miami Florida
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SAC Landing gear for the Minicraft 1/144 DC-8
Jim Pearsall

The aircraft
The DC-8 was Douglas’ version of the Boeing 707. I reviewed Minicraft’s DC-8-73 back in 2014. You can read the
review of the kit here http://www.ipmsusa.org/reviews/Kits/Aircraft/minicraft_144_dc8/minicraft_144_dc8.htm
Unfortunately, sitting on the shelf for 5 years has taken its toll on this model. It’s still quite good looking, and when
Phil Peterson, who manages the sending of review items, said there was a landing gear set available, I took it. When I
picked up the model from the shelf to see how tough it would be to remove the original gear, one of the main gear legs
fell off. OK, SAC to the rescue.
There are also kits of the DC-8 61 and -71. These are pretty much the same kit, with a different fuselage. Minicraft
also released their DC-8 63 and -73 as a bagged kit with no decals. The big advantage to this kit is that it has the engines for either the -63 or-73, which the original kits didn’t have.

The Scale Aircraft Conversions set.
The SAC set for the DC-8 consists of 16 parts, all in white metal. There are a lot of parts
because you can do TWO DC-8s with one of these sets. There are four main gear legs, with
the support parts which use the kit wheels, and a nose gear leg and retractor. These parts
closely match the kit parts.
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SAC Landing gear for the Minicraft 1/144 DC-8
Jim Pearsall

Painting
Since the original kit parts were painted silver, there was no painting to do. The metal SAC parts looked great.
Assembly
Since this was a repair, I had to remove the wheels from the original gear legs. I just twisted each wheel until it
disconnected from the plastic part. This left part of the original mounting pin inside the wheel. It took me about
10 minutes with a drill in a pin vise to redrill the holes in the wheel hubs. A drop of gel-type CA put the wheels
on the SAC parts. There was also a gear door mounted on the landing gear. Again, no problem.

Remounting the gear was slightly more difficult and time consuming than the wheels. Because the Minicraft instructions were long gone, I used the kit parts as an example. The SAC parts went together nicely, and the main
gear mounted on the second try for the first one, first try for the second. Experience counts.
The nose gear has a part which I didn’t use in the original build, and it would be hard to mount. So I left it off
again.
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"Korea – Invader"

SAC Landing
gear –forThe
the Minicraft
1/144 DC-8
3rd BW
6th Chadwick
Jim Pearsall

By "Mark L. Rossmann

Overall Evaluation
Highly Recommended. The metal parts are more robust than the plastic ones, and they fit quite nicely. It was too
bad that the original gear leg came off, but it happens. And sometimes the plastic parts break. Not a worry with
SAC metal gear.
Thanks to Scale Aircraft Conversions for providing the aftermarket parts
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2022 Club Contest Themes
2022 Club Contest Themes
January:

TBA

February:

Hollywood

March:

Orphans ―Any subject from a company no longer in
Business‖

April:

Anything German

May:

Sci—Fi

June:

Armour

July:

TBA

August:

TBA

September:

TBA

October:

TBA

November:

TBA

December: ―White Elephant‖
Note there will be no competition due to the White Elephant but
displays are welcome
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Editors Corner
By Lyn Gorton

If you are not already aware IPMS has a new webpage so if you are an IPMS member you need to reaffirm
your club identity.
If you are logging into the new website for the first time you will need to change your password so just hit the
reset password option and follow the link.
Once you have done that hit the “Blue Head” at the top of the page and select your profile. Scroll down until
you find Chapter Club. It is a pull down menu so go ahead and select Phoenix/Craig Hewitt and you are done.
For those of you that are not IPMS members I recommend joining as the journal that comes out every two
months it is a good source of model information and comes free with membership.
For those of you who are signed up for the picnic on May 7th get in touch with Laurie (tjai@yahoo.com) if
you have not already done so, to let her know if you can help out and what sides you are bringing. For those
not going to the picnic I am sure you will be missing a good family event. Hopefully I will have pictures to
post in the next Corsair.

In case you missed it we have a page towards the back of this newsletter that I keep updated
with useful links submitted by members. The latest (From Steve Collins) is a Swiss page
covering aviation, with a wide range of military subjects, airshows, color profiles, etc.
Go ahead and check it out, and if you have a useful link send it to me so we can all share.
The Cactus Car Club held their Dessert Scale Classic model car show on Saturday 23rd April.
It was well attended and I think the organizers were pleased with the turnout being the first
Live show for a couple of years. As well as a good model display and a good mix of Vendors
there was also on Display a real 1:1 scale Dragster that belongs to one of the club members,
and we had a working demonstration with the engine running which the crowd took delight in
In case you are wondering why I should mention the Cactus Car Club, it is because over half
their club membership (about 7 people) are also members of our Craig Hewitt club ,so we give
them support such as trophy sponsorship and most of them not only support our club but also
help out with Modelzona.
I have included some pictures on the next two pages. I was there to run the raffle for them as I
am co-opted because my wife (Laura) is also a member and an avid car builder.
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For only $1 a month you get all of this








Monthly club newsletter
Discounted club T-shirts
Modelzona
Monthly Raffle Prizes
Monthly contest awards
Annual club Christmas party
And more

Remember that you have to be a member in
good standing to enter and win competitions,
get a copy of the monthly newsletter sent
directly to your email,and vote for anything
that the club brings to the table.
So Make sure to see Treasurer,
―Bill Dunkle‖,at the club meeting to sign up
for membership
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2022 CLUB MEETING CALENDAR

All meetings held at American Legion Post #1, 364 N. 7th Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85003

JANUARY 2022
Tuesday 4th, 7pm
Seminar/Speaker:

JULY 2022
Tuesday 5th,7pm
Seminar/Speaker:

FEBRUARY 2022
Tuesday 1st 7pm
Seminar/Speaker: Valuing Models
from Collections/Dick Christ

AUGUST 2022
Tuesday 2nd, 7pm
Event : Club Swapmeet

MARCH 2022
Tuesday 1st, 7pm
Seminar/Speaker: Making Scale Rope/
Jeff Alderman

SEPTEMBER 2022
Tuesday 6th, 7pm
Seminar/Speaker:

APRIL 2022
Tuesday 5th 7pm
Seminar/Speaker: Brian Baker/
OshKosh fly ins

OCTOBER 2022
Tuesday 4th, 7pm
Seminar/Speaker:

MAY 2022
Tuesday 2nd, 7pm
Seminar/Speaker:

NOVEMBER 2022
Tuesday 1st 7pm
Seminar/Speaker:

JUNE 2022
Tuesday 7th 7pm
Seminar/Speaker:

DECEMBER 2022
Tuesday 6th, 7pm
Event: White Elephant

May 2022
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May Raffle
Tickets are $1 or six for $5.
Item A: Heller 1/400 Le Redoutable (submarine)
Item B: Tamiya 1/35 Carro Armato M13/40 (Italian WWII tank)
Item C: Lindberg 1/25 ’71 Ford Mustang
Item D: Eduard 1/48 Hannover CL.IIIa (WWI German aircraft)
Includes: lozenge decals, large photoetch set, cast metal engine & exhaust
Item E: Airfix 1/72 Hawker Siddeley Buccaneer S.2B
Includes: resin parts, photoetch set, cast metal gear & ejection seats
Item F: Testors 1/48 Area 51 UFO,Includes: 7” tall Alien figure
Item G - Special $5/2 tickets or $10/5 tickets: Hasegawa 1/32 P-47D Thunderbolt
Includes: Model Airplane International magazine-August 2007, turned brass machine gun barrels,
Waldron cockpit placards, 2 photoetch sets

UPCOMING EVENTS
May 7th—Club Picnic
November 5th—Modelzona

The club meets at 7pm on the
first Tuesday of each month at
the American Legion Post #1 in
Phoenix. Check the club website
at www.ipms-phoenix.com for
more meeting info.

American Legion Post #1
364 N. 7th Ave.
Phoenix, AZ 85003

The post is located South of I-10
just a few blocks North of Van
Buren. Look for the huge
American flag.

2022 Chapter Officers
President.............................. Dick Christ .......................http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
Vice President..................... Kevin Henthorn ...............http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
Secretary ............................. John Carroll .....................http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
Treasurer ............................. Bill Dunkle.......................http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
Member At Large………..Tim Bongard.………….http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
Membership Chair………. Lyn Gorton…………...http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
Webmaster .......................... Tim Bongard....................http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
Newsletter Editor ............... Lyn Gorton ......................lyngorton@hotmail.com
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Useful Links

Bjorn Jacobsen—Aircraft Dioramas
www.dioramas-and-models.com
Plasmo—good visual instructions on ―You Tube‖ just search for plasmo
Kittyhawk replacement parts
Sophialynn@gmail.com
Trumpeter replacement parts
Joanna@trumpeter-china.com
Special Hobby
www.specialhobby.Ev/contact
Tamiya—US
support@Tamiya.com
MRCsupport@modelrectifier.com
Rivet detail and schematic drawings
www.airwar.ru
Fine Scale modeling techniques
http://paulbudzik.com
―How to ―Videos
Youtube.com/Andyshobbyheadquarters
Online magazine for all things avionic
www.wingleadermagazine.co.uk
Sky Harbor Informational site
http://www.visitingphx.com/index.html
Military Colors And Camouflage
http://www.theworldwars.net/resources/

Info on Aircraft Tyres
https://www.jupitor.co.jp/pdf/michelin_aircraft.pdf
Spare parts for Airfix
support.airfix.com/hc/en-gb/articles/360019394159-Spare-Parts
Video tour of USAF Museum in Ohio https://aerodynamicmedia.com/usaf-museum-storage-video/
New digital magazine
www.phoenixscalepublications.co.uk
Swiss page covering aviation.
Wide range of military subjects, airshows, color profiles, etc. WINGS-AVIATION, www.wings-aviation.ch.

If you have a good reference site let me have a brief description and a web address and we will
keep this list as a reference.
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Join the IPMS/USA!
$30 annual membership includes a one year subscription to the IPMS
Journal. Visit www.ipmsusa.org to download a membership form. Or
you can write to:
IPMS/USA PO Box 1411
Riverview,
FL 33568-1411
Membership also gives you access to the online Discussion Forum, where
you can exchange ideas and information with other members of IPMS.

CONTENT NEEDED!!!!
The Corsair needs your help! To keep this newsletter filled
with all the great content, I need your help with content. Here
are some useful items that I can use to put together future issues each month:
 Kit reviews/In-box reviews
 Website links
 Modeling related articles
 Commentary and featured columns
 Neat, strange or otherwise shareable pictures
 Book reviews
 Trip and vacation write-ups
Anything you have can be used. Don’t hesitate. Even a few
paragraphs are great.
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOP!
RIGHT
STUFF,
RIGHT PRICE
www.thehobbydepot.com

216 W. Southern Ave.
Tempe, AZ 85282

HK models 1/32 scale Lancaster Nose art which is
basically the front end of their new 1/32 scale Lancaster. I chose to do the “S for Sugar “ variant which
is on display at Hendon. It actually flew 137 missions.
I do not have the room or funds to buy the full 1/32
model but working with 1/32 means I can get a lot of
detail into that cockpit. I invested in the Eduard
cockpit PE set and am very pleased with the result.

Space modeling reference books
by Mike Mackowski.

www.airline-hobby.com

www.spaceinminiature.com

Your One Stop Source for
Scale Model Airliner Kits, Decals,
Diecasts and Accessories

HOBBY BENCH
2 Great Locations!

8058 N. 19th Ave.
NW corner
19th Ave. & Northern

602-995-1755

4240 W. Bell Rd.
NE corner
43rd Ave. & Bell

602-547-1828

THE MAD MEATBALL

MIKE CHOLEWA

602-944-4096

―DEALER IN PRE-OWNED PLASTIC‖
12629 NORTH 21ST DRIVE

PHOENIX, AZ 85029
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOP!

