ABQ CEE
WEEKEND GUIDE

www.abq-sfee.com

ABOUT US...
Catholic Engaged Encounter is an
indepth, private, personal, marriage
preparation experience within the
context of Catholic faith and values.
Catholic Engaged Encounter is a
weekend retreat away with other
engaged couples with plenty of time
alone together to dialogue honestly
and intensively about their
prospective lives together their
strengths and weaknesses, desires,
ambitions, goals, their attitudes about
money, sex, children, family, their
role in the church and societyin a
face to face way.

WHAT TO EXPECT

Weekend Format
The weekend consists of a series
of presentations beginning
Friday evening and ending
Sunday afternoon. Led by a
team of married couples, the two
of you are encouraged to journal
and then talk privately with each
other on many aspects of
marriage, always from the
viewpoint of your own
relationship.

Listen
Write
Discuss

WHAT TO
PACK...
Communal snack and drinks (to
share with everyone)
Ear plugs (if you're a light
sleeper)
Extra pillow
Shower shoes or flip flops
Toiletries
Medications
Comfy clothes
Dressier clothes for Mass
We will provide linens and a
notebook and pen

OUR CONTACT

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
What time should we arrive?
Please arrive between 7:15 and 7:45 PM if at all possible. The weekend will begin promptly at 8:00 p.m. Because we are
on a tight schedule, we cannot wait for couples who arrive late. If there is an emergency and you must be late,
please email a presenting couple or call the retreat center number. This information is in the Resources Section of this
guide and can also be found on our website.
What time does the weekend end?
The weekend typically ends with a closing Mass, between 1 and 2 PMon Sunday. We will pass out completion
certificates after mass and then you will be free to leave.
Do we have to stay for the entire weekend?
It is very important that you stay for the entire weekend. If you arrive late or leave early you will miss important parts
of the weekend experience, and we will not be able to give you your completion certificate.

FAQS CONTINUED
What are the ground rules for the weekend?
The use of illegal drugs and alcohol is strictly prohibited. Cigarette smoking is only allowed outside in designated areas.
No smoking in the building is allowed. Please stay in your assigned room. Participants are not allowed to leave campus
during the retreat for any reason, unless an emergency arises. If you need to leave, please speak to one of the team
members.
Will meals be provided?
On Saturday, three meals (breakfast, lunch, and dinner) will be served. On Sunday, only breakfast will be served.
Can you accommodate my special dietary needs?
Our catering company will do their best to accommodate dietary requests. Unfortunately, we can not guarantee our
meals will not contains allergens. If you have specific dietary needs, please discuss your situation with a team member
before the weekend. When you arrive at the cafeteria for each meal, please remind staff members about your personal
needs.

FAQS CONTINUED
What will my accommodations be like?
Your room will be very much like a college dorm room. It will have a twin bed, a dresser, and a desk for writing.
Will I have a roommate?
Yes, you will have a roommate who is the same gender as yourself. While we recognize that couples may already be living together,
you will not be permitted to share a room with your fiance during the retreat.
What about shower facilities?
The shower facilities are also much like those found in a college dormitory. Common shower facilities are located in the hallway.
For this reason, we suggest that you pack toiletries in a carrying case. You may also want to bring shower shoes or flip flops.
Will we have much free time this weekend?
No, the weekend is designed to be intense so that you can spend as much concentrated time together as possible preparing for your
marriage. You may find that we stay up later and get up earlier than you typically would on a weekend. Time permitting, we will
have a break on Saturday afternoon.

FAQS CONTINUED
How much interaction will there be with other couples?
Because the focus of the weekend is on communication between you and your fiance, group interaction is limited and
informal. There will be a group discussion and prayer session on Saturday evening.
How do we register?
Beginning in 2017, we will be offering online registration. Visit our website to fill out the online form. Payment is
also accepted online or can be mailed to the Office of Family Life.
How much does the weekend cost and what does this fee include?
Our weekend cost is $200 per couple. This covers meals and lodging for 2 days and 2 nights, as well as weekend
related materials (notebooks, pens, etc.). You can submit an online payment using Paypal through our website or mail
a check, money order, or cash to the Office of Family Life. Please make checks payable to Catholic Engaged
Encounter.

RESOURCES
Archdiocese of SF Office of Family Life: www.archdiocesesantafe.org/Offices/FamilyLife/FamilyLife.html
Madonna Retreat Center: www.retreatabq.org
National Catholic Engaged Encounter: www.engagedencounter.org
St. Joseph's Fertility Clinic: www.stjosephfertilitycare.org
Couple to Couple League: ccli.org
Gallup Engaged Encounter: engagedencountergallup.org
El Paso Engaged Encounter: www.ceeelpasolascruces.org
Phoenix Engaged Encounter: arizonacee.org
Utah Engaged Encounter: www.engagedencounterutah.org
Like us on Facebook! Search AlbuquerqueSanta Fe Catholic Engaged Encounter
For Your Marriage: An initiative of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: www.foryourmarriage.org

www.abq-sfee.com

