The West Virginia Jazz Society Newsletter for July 2015

Top Quintet, Soloist In Viva Latina! July 23-24
Salsamba, the popular Latin jazz quintet from Pittsburgh, led by guitarist, Eric Susoeff, will appear on successive nights in Harrison County, Thursday, July 23 and Friday, July
24, as part of Viva Latina!, a celebration of Latin music, dance, and dining organized by the
West Virginia Jazz Society.
Opening with a special solo performance in Main St. Café on Friday, July 24, is Eduardo Canelon, the leader, vocalist and guitarist for Comparsa, West Virginia’s most famous
Latin music ensemble.
All performances are offered without cover charge or admission courtesy of the Bridgeport Arts Council, the North Central Regional Airport and CAFARO Corporation.
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WV Jazz Artists, “Big City Cats” in Elkins August 7
Friday, August 7, will see the completion in an important segment in the long awaited
Corridor H superhighway, but this segment won’t be made of concrete and steel. This new exit
will be made of improvised music laid down on a foundation of blues, with some creative landscaping throw in for good measure.
It’s the first Elkins Jazz Walk and will feature four jazz ensembles with West Virginia’s
top jazz artists sharing the stage and billing with some of the top jazz professionals out of DC,
Virginia and New York City. The four bands will present three one-hour sets of music in four different venues in downtown Elkins. Hosting venues are Beander’s, CJ Maggie’s, El Gran Sabor,
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Thursday evening concert will be
held in Bridgeport City Park from 7pm to
9pm.
Ample space will be reserved for
dancing, with the remaining lawn space reserved for lawn chairs and blanket seating.
On Friday evening, Salsamba’s performance will begin at 8pm in Main St. Café
and Music Hall in uptown Clarksburg,
through additional sponsorship by Gentilozzi & Associates, ARTWORKS Custom
Framing and an anonymous patron of the
arts.
In addition to Susoeff, the band features George T. Jones on congas and vocals, Eric DeFade on tenor sax, Tom
Wendt on drums, and Paul Thompson on
bass.
Eduardo Canelon’s opening performance begins at 6:30pm. Canelon is wellknown as leader of a popular ensemble, but
he is also know for his solo shows, and duo
performances with Comparsa’s flautist,
Elizabeth Segesseman.
Fans will have the chance to purchase Comparsa’s new CD, Mezcla, before
and after Canelon’s show.
This CD has
WVJS favorite, Randariz Wharton, on
drums keyboards.
Prior to the music performances,
there will be a presentation of Latin jazz
dancing by a group of dance students from
Clarksburg.
More info at WVJazzSociety.com.

Main St. Cafe
Friday, July 24 @ 8p
Salsamba (Latin Jazz)
NO COVER CHARGE
RESERVATIONS
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and The Jabberwock, all within “walking distance” of each other.
"Elkins is a wonderful place to live,” said Seth
Maynard, an Elkins native and music entrepreneur. “When Corridor H is finished, our lifestyle
will be even better as we begin to embrace some
of the urban cultural amenities people in big cities enjoy. We’ll discover new cuisine, new musical genres, and new perspectives on our place in
the world of culture and art. The Elkins Jazz
Walk is kind of a head start on all that."
Featured artists are the Jenny Wilson Trio
with NYC saxman, Sean Nowell in CJ Maggies’s;
the Adam Loudin Band featuring guitarist, Vince
Lewis, at Beander’s; DC alto saxophonist, Marshall Keys, will appear in Jabberwock Bar and
Grill, and the Marshall Scott Experience will be at
El Gran Sabor.
Artists for the event were booked in consultation with the West Virginia Jazz Society.
Artist lodging is provided by Holiday Inn Express, Elkins Inn & Suites and the Iron Horse
Inn . Affordable “jazz rates” are available.
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BLUE NOTES
Events like the Clarksburg Jazz Strolls and
the Elkins Jazz Walk have as much to do with
economic development as they do with promoting fine music.
The markets for live music and entertainment are huge, and the north central and
central parts of West Virginia are perfectly
situated to take advantage of each.
Consider the facts. People throughout
the eastern United States are seeking new destinations for their travels. Investors in the
travel destination industry are looking for new
places to invest. Elkins and central West Virginia are at the geographic center of the biggest market for live jazz music in the world the eastern United States.
Therefore, jazz music offered in the
evenings to people who have been able to enjoy
West Virginia's outdoor recreation and scenic
beauty is a unique and appealing product, one
that will draw tens of thousands of jazz music
fans to this part of West Virginia throughout
the year.
Nightlife is not a seasonal industry;
people travel year round to be entertained.
Think of jazz as 'red widgets'.
It's about selling red widgets to the
millions of people who love red widgets and who
live all around us.
"Right now, we're the only ones offering this product, but that will change, so it's
important to be first and be best."

JAZZ CROSSROADS FESTIVAL
Friday, August 7
Morgantown, WV

Chuck Redd

The West Virginia Jazz Society’s good
friend, Chris DiGirolamo, the jazz publicist extraordinaire from Mattituck, New
York, blesses our mail box with advance
copies of CDs by some very fine artists,
and most are of such quality we often
find our thoughts inadequate to show
them the respect they deserve, so we
stand uncharacteristically silent.
But sometimes, a recording will
strike us as so extraordinary, we throw
caution to the wind, and go ahead and
recommend jazz fans buy the CD at the
first opportunity.
Will Herrington’s Solace is out on
July 28 on can be ordered from Amazon
or iTunes. When asked about the title,
Herrington said, “Solace, the title, is about
my relationship with my hometown New Orleans and my original music; both serve as
my "safe haven" from the hustle and bustle
of being a sideman keys player in LA. I love
the job, but still keep my balance with my
own original music as well as going back to
NOLA.”
Note: The cover painting is by Blair Brown
and depicts a New Orleans street scene.
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The Lewis County Chamber of Commerce named the West Virginia Jazz Society
“Business Of The Month” for July 2015. One
member of the Chamber is honored in similar
fashion each month.
Chamber Director, Sherry Lambert,
announced the award in the Weston Democrat
newspaper and on social media.
“We are proud to accept the honor,”
said Eric Spelsberg, WVJS President. “We
have been trying to contribute to the cultural
landscape in the Weston area.” In 2014, WVJS
booked approx. $30,000 in performance fees,
a boon to regional jazz musicians and artists.

Live music
coming your way
July 23-24

Salsamba & Eduardo Canelon

August 7

Elkins Jazz Walk (five bands)

August 29

Jazz Crossroads Festival (7 bands)

October 16-17

I-79 Americana, Blues & Jazz Festival
(12 shows, 2 nights)

