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Lent at Hope UCC – Sharing Our Lenten Prayer Journey
    You all know how much I love the season of Lent. It is only
surpassed by my love of Easter. As people of faith, the beauty
and surprise and hope-filled message of the promise of Jesus’s
resurrection is foundational in our faith formation and journey.
This is why Lent is so important. It is during Lent that we
prepare for the great mystery and joyful celebration of Jesus’s
resurrection. Easter by itself is a beautiful and profound
experience, yes, but this story is deepened in its meaning for
us by walking with Jesus and his friends on Jesus’s journey to
the cross – our Lenten journey. Lent is the season that invites
us to look at our lives to see how we can more closely follow
God. We pray, we study the Bible, we reach out to others who
need our help, and we focus on what we need instead of what
we want. During Lent, we move forward together, from bright 
 light into a space of decreasing light, yet staying focused on
the Light that will always glow, leading us forward to live into
God’s word in our lives. 
    Our theme this year is a Lenten Prayer Journey. Throughout
Lent we will engage in a different prayer practice each Sunday
during worship. Information about each practice will be
included in the weekly bulletin with the hope that you will
continue to engage with them at home and perhaps find a
practice that connects with your spiritual needs. We will also
have the opportunity to participate in a Taize worship service
each Wednesday throughout Lent. Taize worship is a simple,
meditative form of worship, calling us to dwell deeply on
Christ's presence around and within us. Simple, repetitive,
Mantra-style songs, prayerful silence, and short readings guide
the focus of the prayer in a candle-lit environment. 
    We hope that this season of Lent draws you forward in your
faith journey. What a blessing to take this prayer journey
together.
Together in the journey,
Pastor Santina

MARCH 2023  VOLUME 29 ISSUE 3

Hope 
United Church of Christ

3324 41st Street
Moline, IL 61265
(309) 762-1419 

www.hopeuccqc.org







Youth Group Confirmation Class
Please keep our youth in your prayers as they continue their
Confirmation journeys. Riley Johnson and Avie Birdsell are
faithfully discerning their way forward and are wonderful to
work with. They greatly appreciate your prayers for their
discernment and growing faith and your ongoing support of
their journeys. Thank you!

 



 March 5
Genesis 12:1-4
Psalm 121
John 3:1-17

March 12
Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 95
John 4:5-42

March 19

1Samuel 16:1-13
Psalm 23
John 9:1-41

 

March 26

Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 130
John 11:1-45

March Scr ipture

Ruth Circle News!
Ruth Circle’s First Afternoon Meeting
at 1:00pm, Monday, March 20th
Ruth Circle’s first afternoon meeting
is scheduled for 1:00 p.m. on
Monday, March 20th. We look
forward to seeing all of you there, in
the warmth and light of the early
spring afternoon sun!






