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Early Development of the Estate: 1854-1910
Ordinance Survey Maps – 1854 and 1893
These were the first two OS maps created of the Silverburn area, created before and after
the Russell’s purchase and development of the estate (1854:
http://maps.nls.uk/view/74426842 1893: http://maps.nls.uk/view/75533097)

1854

1893

Main Developments between 1854 and 1893:
 We can see that the railway siding, Flax Mill, present-day cottages and the Boiling
Well were created pre-1954
 The Flax Mill is disused (this will be returned to later)
 Corriemar and the pond have been built
 Many trees have been planted, creating gardens and woodland. Distinct paths have
been created through these newly planted area
 Three rectangular areas have been created, shown with dotted outlines opposite
the Flax Mill.

Tracing of Ordinance Survey Map of 1893 –
created January 1910
A tracing of the 1893 OS map above was created in January
1910 (MS37778B/BN945/4) with the title ‘Tracing from
Ordinance Survey of the Land of Silverburn and Leven Golf
Links.’
The original 1893 map and the 1910 tracing are very similar,
therefore it can be assumed to some extent that no major
building developments took place at Silverburn between
these years, as the 1893 map was still considered accurate.
However, there were several additions to the 1910 tracing:
 The label of a hydraulic ram which must have been installed between 1893 and 1910
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A small hut appears on the far left of the map near where the present-day paddock
A red line appears around the estate

Interestingly, the original Ordinance Survey map does not expand to include the town of
Leven or the Golf Links. The tracing therefore is a combination of the tracings of at least two
OS maps. Perhaps the architects wanted to display Silverburn in its context of the town and
golf links – perhaps for future development ideas?

Map of Silverburn, Dec 1910 (MS37778B/BN945/2)
The changes between this map and the Jan 1910 OS map
could suggest developments which occurred between Jan
and Dec of 1910, but not necessarily, given that the OS map
was ultimately a tracing (although, the architect did make
his own small alterations to it).
The key difference is the large rectangular area (SB House
on its right, the gardens to the south of it, where the
paddock currently is), has had many trees planted it in,
creating two distinct oval-shaped plains.
A similar round plain has been created beneath the pond.
The red line which was drawn onto the OS tracing now appears on this map as a permanent
structure, the curved part of the wall-fence to the left of the map now enclosing this new
wooded area beneath the pond.
The hut which appeared in the tracing, but not the OS map, is included in this map but has a
cross through it in pencil. Was it possibly demolished sometime in 1910?

The Railway Siding
The 1854 Ordinance Survey map above shows that the railway siding was installed at
Silverburn sometime before that year.
Local history books provide some insight into the life of the railway siding, however their
accuracy is questionable. In The Leven and East of Fife Railway, Hajuducki, Jodeluk and
Simpson, (Oxford, 2013), explicitly state that the Silverburn siding was laid in 1857, lifted in
1870 and re-opened on 12th June 1888 (p. 103). Although the OS map suggests the authors’
opening date of 1857 as unreliable, there may be some truth in their claim that the tracks
were closed and re-opened.
The authors also claim that the railway siding remained opened until 1957, which they
suggest was for use as a ballast siding. (p.103)
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The Flax Mill
Mid-Late 19th Century
Earliest Appearance: Ordinance Survey Map from 1854. Available here:
http://maps.nls.uk/view/74426842

This is the earliest Ordinance Survey Map in which Silverburn appears, therefore study of
these maps alone cannot reveal when the Flax Mill was built. However, it does suggest that
the Flax Mill was rather well established by the time this map was created: a railway siding
has been created, forking up to the mill from the North East Fife main track. A ‘Boiling Well’
has also been created, presumably to accommodate the flax production process.
Furthermore, the cottages have also been built so perhaps it can be assumed that the Flax
Mill and Cottages were built at the same time; as will be discussed later, the buildings which
house the present-day cottages had industrial as well as domestic purposes.
The greatest development here is that it would appear that it was the owners of the Durie
Estate, not the Russell family, who established the Flax Mill at Silverburn. The little local
research which has been conducted on Silverburn all claims that the Flax Mill was built by
Arthur Russell when he bought the Estate in 1866, however this map proves otherwise.
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‘Plan of Works’ from September 1889 - MS38973/RF/5

This plan shows the Flax Mill as being fully operational in 1889, and gives an insight into the
processing plant which it housed (the cottages also appear in the plan, but these will be
returned to later). The plan shows us that in 1889:






The West Wing houses a ‘Scutching’ or ‘Seutching’ House, engine and boiler
This leads into the East Wing where there is a Seeding House and two storeys above
it.
The south-facing part of the mill houses ‘Steeps’, an area for ‘Squeezing’, and has
one story of attic.
This south-facing area seems to extend far more to the West than it does when
compared with present-day plans, so it is possible some of it has been knocked
down.

A room at the end of the East Wing contains a note which states: “Is no longer wished for.
Instructions from Mr Russell.” This indicates that this plan of the Flax Mill was created to
illustrate proposed alterations to the mill. Therefore, by 1889 the Silverburn Flax Mill had
either not yet felt the effects of the decline of the industry, or these alterations attempt to
save the mill from collapse by installing modern upgrades which could boost production.
Proposed alterations to the mill in 1889 make no financial sense: Russell knew the industry
was in decline, so instead invested in his new Burntisland Mill in 1877, and a mill at Largo
sometime before that. Furthermore, as the plan below illustrates, the Flax Mill was disused
by 1893, just four years after these proposed alterations.

6

1893 Ordinance Survey Map
Available here: http://maps.nls.uk/view/75533097

This update from the 1854 map labels the Flax Mill as ‘disused.’ From the research I have
conducted, I can find no evidence of the Flax Mill re-opening after this date; the evidence
only suggests it was converted for alternative uses after this date.
In comparing this map with the one above, it can be deduced that the Flax Mill ceased
production sometime between 1889 and 1893.

The 1920s
I found no evidence relating to the use of the Flax Mill from the years 1893-1920.
Laundry Installed pre-1920
By July 1920, a ‘New Laundry’ had been installed at the Flax
Mill, as shown from the production of a ‘½ Scale Drawing of
Trussed Purlins at Roof Over New Laundry’ (shown opposite:
MS37778B/BN1943/16).
The following plans from 1927 and 1928 do not refer to the
laundry as the ‘New Laundry’, suggesting it was installed not
long before this plan was made in 1920. Indeed, it may be the
new laundry was still being converted in 1920, and that the
strengthening of the roof beams was part of this.

A ‘Plan of Old Flax Mill’ from October 1927
(MS37778B/BN1943/1) gives an insight into what
developments had taken place since the mill closed down:
 The West Wing of the Flax Mill has been converted
into what the plan calls a ‘house’; it has a living room,
bedrooms, parlour, etc.
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In the West Wing there is also a washing house and a laundry which have been in
place since at least 1920 – can we assume the other ‘domestic’ conversions took
place at this time?
In the loft there is an office
There is also a significant amount of storage space and a garage to the east of the
mill.

Proposed New Drainage System 1927
The plan above from 1927 of the West Wing of the Old Mill
(MS37778B/BN1943/1) also indicates the ‘existing drain’ and
what appears to be a plan for a new drain in coloured ink
featuring a cesspool and stone pits. It appears pipework and/or
ventilation to be jutting from the West Wing.

Plans then also appear throughout 1928, all with what appears
to be proposed alterations relating to the pipework and/or
ventilation. This example opposite, MS37778B/BN1943/9, is
from March 1928.

Proposed New WC in the Laundry, July 1928
In 1928, ‘Plan Showing Position of New WC at Laundry’ was
produced. The laundry at the Old Mill was clearly a very busy
space that it warranted such an expensive upgrade.

Proposed New Electric Light in the Laundry, July 1928.
The following plan is entitled ‘Proposed Electric Light in
Laundry.’ (MS37778B/BN1943 (no individual number). There is,
of course, no guarantee that it was installed, however these
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plans show that the Laundry was clearly a very busy part of the
Old Mill that such expensive upgrades were justified.
The plan opposite from March 1928 (MS37778B/BN1943/10)
gives an idea of what the Flax Mill looked like from the outside.
There appear to be large windows beneath the arches, and a
highly modern ventilator is in the laundry in the West Wing.

Plans from Norfolk Flax Ltd. – 1939
The bundle of plans MS37778B/BN2633 contains plans from for
a proposed new Boiler House and De-Seeding Plant. The
following plan, MS37778B/BN2633/2 gives an overview of
these new buildings, and more specific individuals ones are
available in that bundle.
The plans make no mention of ‘Silverburn – Leven’ in their
titles, as do all other plans pertaining to the estate by Gillespie
and Scott, therefore we can assume these plans were not
proposed for Silverburn.
A small amount of research into the company revealed that they were a small flax company
which was overtaken by the Admiralty in 1939 for the war effort, hence why these
expansion plans were produced. It is unclear why these plans were in the Russell family
archives; perhaps Gillespie and Scott sought David Russell’s advice on the plans given his
family’s background of the flax industry?

The Flax Mill During the Wars
During the Great War, the Flax Mill was used as temporary lodgings by the
armed forces and as a store for chemicals (given the proximity of the Flax Mill
to the cottages and house, this seems rather dangerous!), as a letter from
March 1942 reveals. These letters can be found in the box MS38515/1/25, all
of which relate to a dispute between David Russell and the Inland Revenue. Its
content is somewhat dense, however following the dispute through these
correspondences made for fascinating reading. Furthermore, David Russell
was forced by the Inland Revenue to account for all uses and expenses of
many parts of the estate from the late 1920s onwards, which gives a highly
valuable insight into the development of the estate for this period. As this
report will demonstrate, these letters give us a valuable insight into the
development of Silverburn during this period.
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These letters reveal that the military were again present at Silverburn during the
Second World War:


The Military occupied the Old Mill from early in the summer of 1940, as
revealed by the letter opposite from 1944. No mention is made of their
departure, therefore it is possible to assume the military were based at
the Old Mill from at least 1940-1944; in other words, the vast majority of
the war.



A letter from 1942 (in box MS38515/1/25) reveals that the Old Mill had to
be ‘blacked out’, with shutters on all of the windows. Silverburn House
also had to have blackout shutters installed, so presumably the house was
also occupied by the military. Any shutters on the Flax Mill and Silverburn
House can therefore be dated to 1942.



A letter from 2nd October 1942 (in box MS38515/1/25) reveals the
alterations made to the Flax Mill in order to accommodate the arrival of
120 Polish Officers:
o Most of the buildings were cleared out
o The roof was made watertight
o Old drains have been cleared out to “make the place habitable”



Many letters from the same box (MS38515/1/25) make reference to the
Old Mill being used as a canteen for the soldiers. There are also several
mentions of various gardens and grass areas of the estate being ploughed
up to grow vegetables for the canteen in the Old Mill up until 1944,
including the lawn next to the Old Mill and the entire plantation field
north of Corriemar. This letter from 2nd October 1942 (the next page of
the letter above) gives evidence of both the canteen and the ploughing of
the fields.
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The 1950s
Between 1951 and 1956 there is evidence that a ‘Laundry’ exists in the Flax Mill. Whether
these reference are to an ‘Old’ i.e. disused laundry is unclear, as in these several examples
the laundry was used for overnight campers to reside in. Below are two examples from the
folder MS38515/5/131/4 from 1956 and 1954 showing the laundry being used for this
purpose.
Furthermore, given the plans viewed earlier, the West Wing of the Flax Mill and the Laundry
and Wash House in particular appear to be the most modern (they certainly have a WC and
an electric light). It would therefore make sense that the campers were always given this
part of the mill for their stay.
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Silverburn House
A plan from April 1872 (MS38515/5/131/2) is the earliest
plan of Silverburn house I managed to find. The plan shows
the different uses of the space on the ‘Bedroom Floor’ of
the building, which includes three bedrooms, two of which
are adjoining, a large nursery, a room for ‘tanks’, a
bathroom and two W. C.’s.

In 1883 a new Sanitary System was installed at Silverburn House (from
folder MS38515/5/131/2)

A book titled ‘Alterations to Silverburn’ (appears to be from the early 1900s, but no date is
given) is in folder MS38515/5/131/2. It contains hundreds of pages and details the most
minute changes and alterations made to the house.

Electric lighting was installed at Silverburn around March
1910, as this blueprint shows. In the same folder were leaflets
advertising a new form of ‘wire’ heating, which had been
successfully installed in just a few stately homes in the UK; if
electric heating was also was installed at Silverburn House
around this time, it can be assumed the estate was one of the
most modern of its time.
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Several months later in October 1910, plans were created for four new
attic bedrooms at Silverburn House (MS37778b/BN1059/1)
Further research could perhaps reveal why four extra bedrooms were
thought to be required at Silverburn at this time; had another branch of
the family moved in? Were more guests now visiting more frequently?

By July 1928 there is evidence of a Bathing Hut outside Silverburn House.
In this letter (in folder MS38515/5/131/5), David Russell kindly requests
that visiting campers refrain from using it.

As the letter discussed earlier mentioned (in box regarding the expenses
dispute, MS38515/1/25), it appears that Silverburn House was possibly
occupied by the military during the Second World War. Indeed, military
occupation of the house is highly plausible, given that many letters from
roughly the 1920s-1930s onwards seem to suggest that the Russells
resided at Silverburn on-and-off; sometimes for years at a time,
sometimes just for a few months of the year during the summer. In letter
from 25th June 1942, David Russell writes “I have bought a house in
Edinburgh, and am living there, and I am no longer willing to bear the
heavy expenses imposed on me by living at Silverburn.” (also from box
MS38515/1/25). The letter also reveals that Russell is considering
converting the House into several flats. However, it would appear that the
military took over the estate more than was expected by the family. A
letter (also from box MS38515/1/25) from 2nd October 1942 from David
Russell to his lawyer, Dr. Watt, the former states: “The position at
Silverburn is becoming more and more anomalous. We have only spent
about two months there this summer.” Furthermore, the letter opposite
(also from box MS38515/1/25) sees David Russell complain that the
Polish Officers are running their jeeps around the private paths of the
estate, causing both disruption and damage to the paths, and leaving
rubbish lying around.
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Corriemar
A Valuation Roll from 1917-1918 reveals that whilst the ‘Reps of David Russell’ owned
Corriemar, the tenant and was David Nicoll, a writer from Leven. No earlier Valuation Rolls
for the Scoonie Parish were available at the University archives, so it is unclear for how long
David Nicoll had lived there prior to this date.
The 1928-1929 Valuation Roll reveals that Isabella B. Nicoll is now the tenant of Corriemar.
Although this is most likely to be his wife, it could very well be his daughter or another
female relation.
A letter from 12th March 1942 (from the box regarding the expenses
dispute, MS38515/1/25, shown opposite) reveals that Corriemar is let
to the Ure family. The Valuation Roll for the year 1941-1942 also reveals
that the tenant there is Mrs Kathleen R. Ure, confirming our
assumption that Corriemar was, for at least some time, a dower house
in which a widow could live with her family.
The 1951-1952 Valuation Roll shows that Mrs Sheila F. Erdal is the
tenant at Corriemar.

The 1955-1956 Valuation Roll then lists the tenant at Corriemar as the ‘Proprietors’, which
remains the case until at least 1960-1961, which was the latest Valuation Roll held by the
University Archives. Notably, after the death of David Russell in 1956, his widow Lady
Deborah M. A. Russell did not move into Corriemar but remained the occupier of Silverburn
House until the year 1960-1961 when the house is stated to be ‘empty’. Whether this was
due to her death or relocation is unclear, however she at no point moved into Corriemar in
order to allow the younger David Russell to move in. It is therefore possible that the
youngest David Russell never resided at Silverburn, it may even have laid empty until it was
gifted to Leven Town Council in the 1970s.
These records reveal why Corriemar was known to be a dower house, however the house’s
status as strictly a ‘dower house’ is questionable; In one of the letters above, David Russell
refers to Corriemar as being occupied ‘by the Ures’, the colloquialism of which suggests they
are perhaps family friends. Of course, the Erdal family are close relatives of the Russells, and
whilst the family’s relationship to the Nicholls is unclear, it is likely that Nicoll and Russell
would have been acquaintances, both being middle-class residents of the same small town.
We must therefore consider the possibility that Corriemar was let out to friends and family
when needed; The Nicholls' residence there shows it was not strictly built only to
accommodate widows, however Corriemar’s size, relatively low rent and relation to the
larger estate made it desirable and appropriate as a dower house.
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Silverburn Cottages
A plan from 4th September 1889 (MS38973/RF/5), which was
discussed earlier, of the Flax Mill and Cottages shows that the current
no. 3 cottage housed a Flax Store and an office at that time.

In June 1911, a plan was created for what appears to be the current no. 3
cottage to be converted from the ‘Laundry’ into a cottage. From the
information on the plan above, it can be deduced that the no. 3 cottage
must have been converted into a laundry sometime between 1889 and
1911. Perhaps it can be further deduced from this that the laundry at the
Flax Mill opened around 1911, as a larger replacement.
The plan also seems to propose a new window at the front of the cottage
and the widening of another. It also suggests a back door be added and
proposes a new chimney.

In July 1928, plans were created for new sculleries in the cottages
(MS37778b/BN2070/3), three significant extensions to the back of
the cottages. From this plan we can also see that the area surrounding
the courtyard next to present cottage no. 1 housed several stables, a
carriage shed, a wash house and a reed.

Also in July 1928, plans were proposed for excavations at the back of
the cottages (MS37778b/BN2070/6)
The plan gives no indication the reason for the excavation, however it
is an interesting and significant development nonetheless.

15

Driveway and Entrance Gate
Designs for a new driveway and gateway appear in November
1902. It is unclear exactly what alterations are being suggested,
however, the plan suggests the entrance be at a left-leaning slant.
(this image MS37778B/BN945/1)
Another plan of the same time (it has the same classmark as
above) sketches a proposed entrance gateway, and notes that all
of the stones are to be from Grange Quarry, Burntisland.

A different design appears in March 1906 – this time a proposal to
slightly change the angle of the approach of the driveway, and to
make the opening far wider (this image MS37778B/BN945/8).
It is clear that the suggested plan from 1902 was either not put
into place, or another proposal was chosen instead (it is unclear
what the driveway position was pre-1902).
In comparing the two plans, it is clear that between 1902 and
1906, the lodge was built as part of the estate’s new upgrades
(note that the 1902 document labels the building ‘proposed site
of lodge’; the 1906 document simply labels the same site as the ‘lodge’).
In March 1906, proposals were put forward for new gateway entrances, presumably for the
proposed new driveway plans of the same date. David Russell Snr. died later this year, and a
letter from 1905 from his son indicates that he was unwell for around a year before his
death. Considering that the driveway and gateway plans were created ‘For David Russell
Esq.’ (i.e., the elder Russell), perhaps these plans indicate that he wished to leave his mark
on the estate before his pass, or perhaps he wanted to invest some of his savings into the
estate before they were subjected to hefty inheritance tax?
Closer inspection of the entrance at Silverburn will reveal if any of the March 1906 driveway
or entrance gate proposals were put into action.
The left image is MS37778B/BN945/7, the right image is MS37778B/BN945/9
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Much later, in November 1927 another proposal for a new
drive was made (MS37778b/BN2060 /1)
From the small size of the driveway entrance and the drive’s
angle, I would suggest that this 1927 plan shows that the
1906 plan was not put into effect, however this is by no
means a scientific deduction.
The 1927 proposal is by far the most drastic and certainly
was not put into effect; the proposed entrance gate was to
be moved along the road to be roughly in line with
Silverburn House, from which the drive would fork off through the woodland and up to a
turning point up at the house. The other fork of the drive is the same as it is currently. The
label, ‘Site of Lodge’ also suggests that a new lodge was to be built next to the new drive.
Although the plans were not made a reality, we must question why, in 1927, such a drastic
proposal was suggested to demolish the woodland to make way for a turning point. Perhaps
David Russell wished to accommodate new motor vehicles which needed to access the
house?
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Garden Walls
The first drawing opposite (MS37778B/BN945/3) from
March 1906 suggests that the proposed walls are for
where the current garden is, the gate next to the
“cottages”. All three maps (1893 OS map, the Jan 1910
tracing, and the Dec 1910 free-hand map) all appear to
show some sort of wall or fence in existence in that area,
so these proposals are simply ‘updates’ (rather than the
creation of a walled garden).
It is therefore possible to assume that the concept of the
walled garden predates 1893. This is further suggested by
the title of the second image, which refers to ‘new garden
walls’ (old one is in existence).
The second drawing opposite (MS37778B/BN945/7) from
March 1908 is titled ‘Scale Drawing of Gateway in New
Garden Walls.’ This tells us that a new garden wall was
installed in March 1906, be it the one from the plan above
or another proposal. However, these are not the presentday gateways in the garden wall, so this was either a
rejected proposal, or was accepted and the current gates
are updates.
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Public Use of the Estate
Sir David Russell seemed eager to share his estate with as many others as possible, provided
they treated the grounds with respect. The archive boxes MS38515/5/131/4 and
MS38515/5/131/5 contain a remarkable amount of correspondences between groups
wishing to use the estate for picnics, fairs, camping, etc. between 1926 and 1959.
Scouts groups appear to have been one of the most frequent visitors, and whilst local groups
often visited, the majority of Boys and Girls Scouts came to Silverburn from the cities; many
of the Scout leader’s letters mention the benefit felt by the youngsters from the clean air at
the estate. The most common group to appear in the records was the Ratho Boy Scouts, and
David Russell seems to have been very friendly with their leader, Gordon Hood. In this
example letter from 27th May 1931 (in box MS38515/5/131/5), Hood writes to Russell: “I’m
afraid your kindness to this troop has made the boys look upon Silverburn as a second home
to them.”

The second image (also from MS38515/5/131/5) is from a Boy’s Brigade in Forfar, whose
leader expresses his immense sadness at the death of Lady Russell, and recounts happy
memories with the late couple when visiting the estate with his troop. He also states
“Silverburn Estate was always looked upon as the temporary home of many Boys’ Brigade
Companies during their annual summer camp.”
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In April 1929, the Welfare Department of Clyde Tube Works request to use Silverburn for a
fair at which 50-60 people will attend, and they refer to a previous camping trip at Silverburn
at which 100-130 of their staff attended, with no problems (also from MS38515/5/131/5).
Clearly the Russells had no problem accommodating very large numbers at their estate.

Perhaps the most unusual request was from a Leven-based window cleaning company who
asked permission to beat their carpets in front of the Old Mill, claiming that it is “the only
place in the district which is roomy enough for carpet beating” – they wrote to Russell in
both April and May. Although this perhaps suggests Russell did not reply to his request, it
does demonstrate the intimate connection between the local community and the Russells,
and how the former regarded Silverburn as a space which was somewhat accessible to them
for their use. (also from MS38515/5/131/5)

The gratitude of all those who received permission to visit Silverburn is astonishing, and it
appears David Russell was perhaps an abnormally generous and accommodating Esquire
compared with his contemporaries. In many letters it appears that some visitors resided
either in Silverburn House or Corriemar (usually senior Scout leaders or members of a small
adult group).
It is therefore evident that Silverburn was, to a lesser extent, effectively a public park
decades before it was officially under public ownership. I felt that examples of the Russells’
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kindness and evidence of their ethos that their estate should be an open space for all could
be used possibly in PR or advertising for the project.

In 1930, 9.879 acres of field at Silverburn was leased to Leven Town
Council for 21 years. A copy of the lease made in 1948 is shown
opposite (can be found in box relating to expenses dispute,
MS38515/1/25). Other letters in this box suggest that this ground was
used by recreational groups for games, picnics, etc. I did not come
across any documents from 1951 pertaining to the lease’s end or
renewal, so further research in the University archives and/or elsewhere
may reveal what became of the lease.
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Documents Related to Tullis Russell and Co.
November 1877 – a letter from David Russell and Co.,
declaring that a mill has been erected at Burntisland,
in folder MS38973/DR/8
We beg to inform you that, with a view to place
ourselves in the most favourable position for carrying
on our business, we have erected a Mill here with
machinery of the most approved description.
The letter also states: The Largo Mill is to be carried
on. This suggests the Mill has passed some form of
‘introductory’ stage; it was perhaps only leased out to
Russell only a few years or even months prior to this
letter of 1877.
Hopefully this helps to put the decline of the Flax
Industry into some context. The curator who has been
cataloguing the material from the Russell family
archives claimed that she believes that David Russell
took out the lease at Largo Oil Mills for the
production of cotton cake when he realised the flax
industry was in decline. Later, he bought the mill at
Burntisland where he continued the manufacture of
linseed oil and cotton cake.
The purchase of the Burntisland Mill can therefore be seen as a real point of decline for the
Flax Mill at Silverburn, as the linseed processing has also taken place there. Furthermore, the
purchase of “machinery with the most approved description” for the new Burntisland Mill
could suggest less was being invested in the Silverburn Mill as a result.
The research conducted by Miss Ketelby reveals that:
“In 1924 Mr Robert Russell and Mr David Russell acquired the shares of the Tullis family, so
that these members of the Russell family now have the controlling interest in the firm.”
This appears to have occurred when the paper industry was experiencing a boom in profit:
Miss Ketelby’s notes reveal that 1920 was a boom year for the industry, and since then the
increase in production from the Rothes and Auchmuty mills was around 70% (these statistics
were recorded in 1929).
It appears that a combination of increased profits from the paper mills and the Russell’s
possession of the company allowed Tullis Russell and Co. to buy Silverburn in 1927, as the
Valuation Roll for that year shows.
Note: Miss Ketelby’s Notes are found in the box MS38973/106/10
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Documents of Interest
Letter from David Russell to Robert Christie Esq, (in bundle
MS38973/RF/5), 19th April 1873
David Russell describes in detail the area he wishes to purchase from Robert Christie,
seemingly more of Silverburn Estate. It is worth bearing in mind that the Russells currently
leased this land from the Christies, and were residing in Silverburn House. I couldn’t quite
make sense of the offer Russell made, however it does not seem to be in monetary terms.











A reply from Robert Christie (shown below, also in MS38973/RF/5) is dated 2nd May 1873.
For an undisclosed reason, Christie rejects Russell’s offer. It would be worth investigating the
present-day boundaries of the Estate in order to determine if David Russell ever made a
future offer to Christie which was accepted.
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‘Cemetery Title in favour of David Russell Esq.’, 20th September 1894
It appears that David Russell bought a burial plot for either himself or a relative in Scoonie
Burial Grounds.
It might be interesting to see if any of the family are buried at Scoonie!

24

Daily Life at the Flax Mill
Unfortunately, the only document I could find relating to the daily activities at the Flax Mill
was the ‘Flax Production Working Diary for 1888’ (MS38973/RT/28), which limits our insight
into the mill’s daily activities to this one year.
Another book, ‘Flax Crop Records for 1887’ (MS38973/RT/27) gives an insight into the profit
and loss made from the mill for that year, however I could make very little sense of it! From
what I could see, different types of flax seemed to generate both profits and losses equally,
and I could see no signs that the mil was experiencing any great decline. However, a better
trained eye will be able to come to far better conclusions than I, and, furthermore, any real
discoveries about the flax industry from this book would probably require comparable books
from other years.
In the meantime, I have provided transcripts of two weeks of life the Flax Mill from the year
1888 from the ‘Flax Production Working Diary’ – one from Winter and one from Summer.

Monday 17th December – Saturday 22nd December 1888
In the winter, the flax mill seems to operate as a delivery and
departure centre for the entire estate.
Monday 17th December
The load of flax from Mr L/I Thomson, Baldastaid Mains – sh_____
good and in fair order, but the head of the sheaves damp and mouldy.
Joseph Slaver from Dunfermline commenced work in the Sculctuing (?)
Room.
Fine mild weather, but no draught.
Fife Coal Waggon (51) went out this afternoon. Been empty since
Thursday.
Tuesday 18th December
9 loads of flax from Mr Gray, Baldutho. In good fair condition. Fine
day.
Wednesday 19th December
9 loads of flax from Mr Gray – similar to what was delivered yesterday.
4 waggons of flax from Obis mill.
1 waggon of Fife Coal for boiler
1 waggon of coal from Airdrie for house.
2 slates from ‘neaves’ repairing roofs.
Fine day, but more like naim(?) towards afternoon.
Thursday 20th December
Emptied 4 waggons Obis Mill flax – in good order. Other fine waggons
in this afternoon.
Dull rainy most of the afternoon.
Friday 21st December
Emptied 5 waggons Obis Mill flax in good order.
9 loads from Balduthie – some of the flax a little damp.
6 loads from Jeasses (?) – in good fair order, but a good deal of it
discoloured from being in the sick (?)
Fine day but dull and rainy towards the evening.
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Saturday 22nd December
1 load of flax from Balduthie.
Filling up Bolls – shifting ____ 9 = 9 =

Monday 23rdnd – Saturday 28th July 1888
The mill is far busier, and hay shaking occurs in the afternoon.
There are almost daily deliveries to Auchmuty Paper Mill.
Each entry ends with statistics about different types of flax, of
which I could make little sense!
Monday 23rd July
R.H.
Very wet all afternoon.
_____ shaking up two and rolling it for sending up to Auchmuty
Paper Mills.
Then some statistics
54 empty cement bags returned to Mr Graham _____
Tuesday 24th July
R. H.
Emptied no. 9 steep – filled again.
Preparing m___ ____ for sending up to Auchmuty Paper Mills.
2 m___ of 6 women shaking up the hay in the afternoon
Dull and showery weather – no draught.
Wednesday 25th July
R.H.
Emptied no. 6 of steeps, no. 6 filled with Sluthers flax for sending to
Auchmuty Paper Mill. No. 1 filled with Obis mill flax. Second time
____.
One man and other 11 hands shaking up hay from 3.30pm. Filling
Seutching House.
Thursday 26th July
R. H.
_______ huts in the afternoon.
Men cutting grass along Railway side and stacking flax from Picks.
All hands shaking hay in the afternoon.
Weather still dull – very heavy fall of rain after 4pm.
Friday 27th July
R. H.
Turning (?) and lifting huts up til 3pm, when all hands went to the hay coling.
Fine afternoon with a good draught.
Saturday 29th July
R.H.
Coling hay – turning do_. Coling do_ from west end of mill. Turning huts.
Weather dull and offering to rain at times.
Call from Auchmuty Mills for 10 bags of Low.
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