New Lawn Instructions
Congratulations on your new lawn. Just like any living organization, proper care must be provided to
ensure health and longevity. Below are steps you can use to help in growing and maintaining a
healthy and lush lawn.*

Irrigation
1.

The healthiest lawns are produced when they are watered heavily at infrequent intervals. On an
average, the lawn needs about (1) one inch of water per week, either by rainfall or in combination
with irrigation. This 1inch rule will normally soak the soil to a depth of 4 to 6 inches, allowing
the water to reach deep into the root system. This can be determined by placing a plastic
container, with inch markings, at various locations around the lawn.

2.

The best times to water your lawn are early morning or early evening, when there is generally
less wind and heat. Watering then allows for less evaporation into the air, greater penetration
into the soil, and less run-off.

3.

Let the lawn completely dry out between watering intervals. Most lawn grasses can tolerate
dryer conditions over a reasonable period of time. Water only when a probe/screwdriver is
difficult to push into the ground, or shows that the soil is dry 4 to 6 inches down.

4.

Interrupt watering when puddles or run-off occur. Allow water to penetrate into the soil before
resuming watering. Soil types vary in the speed at which water will soak into them. Generally
speaking, most watering systems apply water faster than it can be absorbed by the soil. Sloping
areas are particularly prone to run-off.

5.

Keep a newly seeded or sprigged lawn moist, but not soaked, during the germination process. Too
much water can cause poor germination and seedling disease. A light mulch/straw over the seed
or sprigs will help keep the soil moist. As a new lawn begins to grow, lower the frequency of
watering and increase the amount of water. After 4 to 6 weeks, treat the new lawn as an
established lawn.

6.

If you have a newly sodded lawn, water it thoroughly after placement for about 2 weeks. This
allows the root system to become firmly established. Soaking may require watering every day or
two. After a couple of weeks, water the sod as an established lawn.

Ongoing Maintenance
1.

Mowing should not commence until the lawn has reached a height of (5) five inches. Higher if you
can tolerate the look for a overgrown lawn as the roots will continue to grow deeper.

2.

No more than 1/3 of the leaf blade should be removed at any given time.

3.

When mowing, mow no more than 2 times in the same direction to avoid rutting of the soil and soil
compaction.

4.

Ensure blades are sharp to avoid tearing of the leaf blade, which can lead to damage to the grass
and/or disease.
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5.

To ensure continued health, a lawn maintenance program should be performed using a
combination of fertilizers (i.e. preemergent crab grass control), weed control products and
aeration. Below is a sample fertilization schedule.
a.

Early Spring: Fertilizer (19-0-6) with Crab Grass Control. Crab grass requires a
preemergent herbicide, prior to germination, to be controlled effectively. Crab grass is
much harder to control and more expensive once germination has taken place.

b.

Late Spring: Fertilizer (20-0-5) with Weed Control. If broadleaf (i.e. clover, dandielion) &
grassy weeds (i.e. goosgrass) are actively growing, apply a weed control spray such as
Trimec 992 or a product containing 2,4 D.

c.

Early Summer: Fertilizer (28-4-14) with Grub Control. This is application will control
grubs that mature into insects such as Japanese Bettle.

d.

Late Summer (Optional): Fertilizer (33-3-6 ) Apply another round of broadleaf/grassy
weed control prouct (i.e. Trimec 992) as necessary.

e.

Fall: Fertilizer (20-10-10) with Root Boost. This will help the grass to establish a strong
root system prior going dormant for the winter months.

f.

Fall (Optional): Peletized Lime. This product helps to reduce the pH in the soil. Grass
grows best when the pH is between 6.5 & 7.5.

6.

Aeration, a process in which small holes, up to 3 inches deep, are placed into the soil, thus
allowing more nutrients, oxygen and water to reach the root system. A deeper root system leads
to a denser and healthier lawn, which will aid in preventing the development of weeds.

* Disclaimer, Contractor & Homeowner Responsibility
The lawn installation contractor in no way guarantees that even with proper care, that areas of the
lawn will not grow properly, contains weeds or die. Contractor will guarantee the installation
labor, of the lawn, for a period of 30 days. See contractor responsibility section, below, for cases
in which the contractor, will not guarantte the labor. Products used, while of the best quality, will
not be covered under under this warranty and in no way will be 100% weed free. See customer
responsibility section, below for more details.
The Contractor is responsible for obtaining any licenses and/or permits required by law for
activities on Client’s property.
Situations which the Contractor may deem are his/her responsibility:
1.

Any damage due to operation of his equipment in performing the contract.

2.

Damage to plant material due to improper horticultural practices.

Situations which the Contractor may deem are not his/her responsibility:
1.

Death or decline of plant materials due to improper selection, placement, planting, or
maintenance done before the time of this contract.

2.

Exposed cables/wires or sprinkler components/lines normally found below the lawn's surface.
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3.

Flooding, storm, wind or cold damages.

4.

Disease or damage to lawns or landscape plants caused by excessive irrigation, lack of water
and/or improper horticultural practices.

5.

Damage caused by or to any item hidden in the landscape and not clearly guarded or marked.

6.

Damage due to vandalism or Acts of God.

If you, the customer, has any questions about the above information or are in need of additional lawn
care/landscaping services, please contact us at 330-601-2205 or info@jcpservices.net.
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