We can talk about how great our relationship with God is, 


but the question is always, 



do our actions reflect it?  

In these two parables 


we are challenged by two notable things.  

The first in our consumeristic oriented society is, 


“Do we see the value of our relationship with Jesus?”  

The second is a little bit harder if our answer to the first is no, 


but, “Do we run to Jesus out of joy 


or out of duty and obligation?”

As we enter the text, 


we find that these questions are a bit more nuanced



than my two stark questions find us answering initially.  

Having a little more background 


will help us understand what Jesus and Matthew 



are telling us about Jesus and his church.

We start with the hidden treasure.  

At first it sounds ridiculous to modern ears.  


Until we remember, 



not that long ago 



and possibly still today, 




a good number of people kept their savings under their mattress.  




Or that home renovators 





have found stashes of cash hidden in walls, 




because the previous owners did not trust the banks.  

Now roll back the clocks 2000 years to Palestine, 


the major intersection to world domination, 



thus all the invasions.  


Do you keep your earnings in the temple treasury, 


or do you put them in a pot buried in the back yard?  

You choose the safer back yard, 


but then you are taken into exile for the rest of your life.  

A generations later,  


someone new is in charge of the land, 



their servants are out plowing the field 




when they hit something that makes a different noise than a rock.  



They dig it up to find your life savings.  

They know that this treasure is worth more 


than they have already accumulated in their lifetime, 

so they sell all that they have 


in order to purchase the field 


and gain the contents within from their employer.  

You can imagine the joy this person has.  


They need their best poker face 



to not give away that what they are buying 




has incredible wealth hidden within.  


With the contract signed, 



it takes all of their restraint not to go skipping out of the meeting 



and screaming in jubilation.  

If you need a television reference, 


imagine the people of Antique Roadshow or American Pickers 


when they find out this thing sitting in their yard 



is worth an exorbitant amount of money to someone.

When we move to the merchant, 


we are not just repeating the story again, 



because a number of things have changed.  

In the field, 


the man was going about his normal work when he discovered the treasure, 


now we have a man intentionally looking for treasure.  

One was a servant, 


almost the poorest of Israel, 

now we have a merchant who buys pearls, 


the diamonds of the time.  

Our parables are highlighting all of the disparities among humans 


and saying that the gospel is for everyone.  



The rich and the poor, 



men and women.  



People who are just like you or me 



and also completely different from you and me, 




and everyone in between.

Now this merchant was looking for fine pearls 


and we would assume he had some fine pearls.  

But he finds this one of great value, 


more beautiful, 


more valuable than all of the others, 



and he goes and sells everything he had 




and bought it.  

Now we are assuming that the pearl of great value 


is Jesus' message of the kingdom of God breaking in.  

We all have this pearl available to us, 


but we also have other pearls available to us: 



Democracy, Capitalism, 



Security, Family, Work, 



Recreation, Health, 



our houses, our city, our position in life.  


We are left to ask, 



which is most important to us?  

Is Jesus really worth more than all of these combined?  


Can we joyfully make this transaction?

Now a word I have stayed away from in this sermon, 


is the word sacrifice.  

It is tempting to ask, 


is Jesus worth sacrificing all of these other things for?  



That would be bringing my own feelings into this text.  

The text is clear 


that the first man gave up everything with great joy.  


The second parable gives us a man who's job it is to find pearls.  



He knows the values of pearls, 




has seen thousands, 



and this particular pearl is so amazing, 




that he is willing to sell every other pearl he has ever seen 





or purchased, 




as well as the other things in his life.  



He finally found what he had been looking for all of his life.  


Sacrifice becomes almost a dirty word 



when you find something that brings such joy.  

On most days, 


you would get a dirty scowl from Lisa or I 



if you were to tell us all that we are sacrificing 




in order to have Eva in our lives.  

For most days and moments, 


the joy is so palpable 



that it does not seem like a sacrifice at all.  


It seems like we got the good end of the deal.  

Our lives are changed, 


I don't ski as much, 


our vacations have a different approach to them, 



but the thought of going back to the old way is almost revolting.  


Plus, I can sleep when I am dead.  

Sacrifice is not the proper word 


when we gain so much more than we lose.

So if Jesus and his Kingdom are so wonderful, 


why does Jesus need to tell these parables?  

I look back at my life 


and realize how hard it is to let go of all I have.  

In eighth grade, 


I was heavily into basketball trading cards.  



It is what my paper route money went into.  

I had spent enough time and money collecting cards 


that I could tell you who any player played for.  

I had a notebook filled with 500 cards 


and was at a trading card show, 



when a dealer offered to trade me my 500 cards 



for one Michael Jordan second year card worth $200.  

I had poured that amount into getting this notebook together, 


I had spent hours organizing them, 


putting them into folders, 



finding those last elusive cards to close out the set.  

At the end of the day, 


I said no thank you, with some angst within me.   

Looking back today, 


I was most likely a fool for not doing so, 



as my folder is worth $20 and the card is now close to $400.  

But at the time, 


giving up all my cards for just one did not have the draw or weight to it. 

I could only look at the one card for so long.  

I wanted all of these other cards as well.

Our lives are no different.  

We face the same question.  


Is Jesus worth more than all of these other things, 


more than everything else I currently possess?  

Jesus' answer is yes he is!  


Freedom, 


forgiveness, 


purpose, 


love, 


hope, peace, 


wisdom, help, 


and the list goes on.  

Both situations have both men selling all that they have, 


because of what has been brought before them.  

They freely lay aside all that they have for this valued treasure.  


The reason that they do so, 



is that it is worth more than anything they have 



and more than all they have combined.  


What we gain is so much more than what we lose.

That is the reality of Jesus.  

But is it the reality of our lives?  


Are we willing to lay down all we have before Jesus 



and place our lives in his alone?  




All of our excuses to not do so are folly.  


For the man in the field, 



he sold all he had and ended up with more.  




He now had a field and treasure.  


For the merchant, 



he was done looking to trade up, 



of searching for a better option.  




He had the best option for a pearl, 





why would he continue to look?




The search of his life had found its goal.

The reality is, 


everything we have is from God.  

To lay it aside 


so that you can have a relationship with God himself, 

means that we now have the source of everything we once had and more.  


It is like selling a golden egg 



in order to buy the goose that lays the golden egg.  


While the egg is valuable, 



the source of the golden egg is more valuable, 




because it produces the eggs.  


But if we are holding too tightly to the egg, 



we miss the goose.

To be clear, 


the goose, 


the Kingdom of God is freely offered to us. 



It came to a man who was out doing his every day work 



and it came to a man who was devoted to searching for it.  


It came to both men.  

It caused great joy when both men found it.  


Grace does that to us.  

But at some point, 


there is a place where we are called to react.  

Both men went and sold what they had 


in order to gain what they had found.  

Remember, 


they did not do this sacrificially, 


but joyfully.  



It was a no brainer to trade what they had 




for what they found.  

When God's grace comes upon us, 

when we see what has been there all along, 


it is easy to make that transaction.  



The grace of God enables us in all ways.  

But we know from the parable of the sower 


that only one in four people follow that way.  

We know from the wheat and the tares 


that there are other things that look like God 



that the evil one has planted along side the Godly way of life.  


So we have to be remember what God's ways are like, 



so that we remember that the treasure or pearl that we have in Jesus 




is more valuable than any other one we will ever find on this earth, 



because they all find their purest source in the Triune God.

Let us continually dig deeper into the treasure that Jesus has freely given us, 


so that we live into the joy that exists within the treasure and pearl.
