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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!
VA Announces LGBTQ Veterans with Other-Than-Honorable Discharge
Able to Receive Benefits
Ten years ago marked the end of the “don't
ask, don't tell” era, a policy instituted in 1994
allowing LGBTQ individuals to serve as long
as no one acknowledged gender identity or
sexual orientation publicly.
The announcement came last week that
LGBTQ veterans who were forced from the
military because of their sexual orientation will
receive full Veterans Affairs benefits.
According to the Military Times, over the
last 70 years around 100,000 service members
may have been involuntarily separated from
service because of their sexual orientation.
It is estimated by the Center for American
Progress that approximately 14,000 gay and
lesbian service members were discharged with
other than honorable status specifically because they admitted their sexual orientation
during the 18 years of “don't ask, don't tell”.
Many others were impacted through bad performance reviews, or left the service because
of feeling intimidated.

The Department of Veterans Affairs announcement also includes service members
who were discharged due to their HIV status.
Kayla Williams, the VA's assistant secretary
for public affairs, stated in a blog post:
“...LGBTQ+ Veterans are not any less worthy of the care and services that all Veterans
earn through their service, and the VA is committed to making sure that they have equal
access to those services.”
The VA's announcement is not a legal
change, but rather a clarification of already
existing rules. However, many LGBTQ veterans have been excluded from benefits, medical care, compensation, pensions and education, and were not permitted to reenlist.
The VA stipulates that veterans records may
not “implicate a statutory or regulatory bar to
benefits” in order to be eligible for benefits.
Williams, who is bisexual, stated she understands the difficulty for those who served under “don't ask, don't tell”, as she did. She is
hopeful that many LGBTQ veterans who have
not applied to have their discharges adjusted,

will do so. Those who received an other than
honorable discharge because of gender identity, HIV status or sexual orientation can have
their case reviewed, even if it was previously
denied.
“...one's ability to serve in the military should
be measured by character, skills, and abilities,
not by who one loves,” Williams wrote.
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