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St. Catherine of Siena
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4th Sunday of Easter — May 3, 2020
Liturgy
At the time Jesus taught his disciples and those who
gathered to listen, shepherds and their sheep would have
been part of their daily lives and those hearing Jesus
would clearly understand his reference to himself as
Shepherd, the one who cares for his sheep and rescues
those who have strayed. One of the oldest images of
Jesus, cherished by Christians, is that of Christ holding his
lamb in his arms and carrying it home. We have Christ as
our shepherd - he tells so in today's gospel.
In the Old Testament God was called a shepherd and
God's people, the flock. Psalm 23, "The Lord is my
shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green
pastures near clear waters. He restores my soul."-----" In
John's Gospel Jesus says "My sheep hear my voice. I
know them and they follow me." The parable is a story of Jesus' concern and care for us sinners.
When Jesus gave Peter the responsibility of leading his Church, he again uses sheep imagery. He told Peter "Feed
my lambs, tend my sheep. Feed my sheep." The image of shepherds is that they are kind, loving, patient, strong, and
self-sacrificing. There are many shepherds of a different kind in our province today, rescuing and caring for the
wounded and sick, self-sacrificing, loving and strong. We pray that Christ the Good Shepherd will lighten their
burden and carry them safely in his arms.

Tribute to two deceased parish members
It is with sadness that we have to report the passing of Louise Helene Pyke, long-time St. Theresa’s parishioner and
mother of Pastoral Team Member, Donna Goguen and Lynn Currie, wife of Don Currie, mother to Allison.
A lovely tribute to Louise is set out here
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/halifax-ns/louise-pyke-9153188
A lovely tribute to Lynn is set out here
https://www.thechronicleherald.ca/obituaries/lynn-beverley-currie-murphy-38471/
We pray for their families and for the repose of their souls:
Eternal rest grant onto Louise and Lynn, oh Lord;
and may perpetual light shine upon them.
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.
Prayer of Consecration Most Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church
In this time of pandemic, we turn our gaze to you, and in Christ consecrate to you the faithful of our Diocese/
Eparchy together with all the people of Canada. At the Annunciation, fear gave way to trust as you embraced the mysterious and loving plan of God, who through his providence, care and concern brought about newness of life in you and
through you.
Intercede, we pray, on our behalf as your children, Virgin most faithful. Grant us faith, hope and perseverance, as we
strive to serve and bear witness to all persons, responding to the needs of those affected by this virus. Standing at the
foot of the Cross at Calvary, you united yourself with the sufferings of Christ and so uniquely contributed to the mystery
of our redemption.

We beseech you as Health of the sick, draw to yourself in maternal compassion the brothers and sisters of your Son Jesus and all those who are grieved by this pandemic. Strengthen the dying and comfort those who weep so that all may
experience the healing grace of Christ our Divine Physician.
At the Cenacle, after the Resurrection, you accompanied the Apostles with prayer for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
In your maternal care as Consoler of the afflicted, accompany healthcare professionals, all who minister to the sick and
those who seek a cure to end this pandemic, that the Holy Spirit may renew the face of the earth.
To all of us, dearest Mary, Mother of all the living, be present and show forth your tenderness, as we raise our eyes to
you who shines forth before the entire community as a merciful and compassionate companion on our journey. Time and
time again, with burdens weighing heavily on their hearts and in their many necessities, the Christian faithful have
sought refuge under your mantle of protection.
Come quickly to our aid at this time, Mother of Mercy, and deliver us from the dangers that surround us in our hour of
need; watch over especially the elderly, the weak and the infirm, our children and the unity of our families, and all those
who give of themselves selflessly in pastoral care to those in need until in your arms and in your gentle embrace we all
find safety and solace.
AMEN

May, the month of Mary!

Mary is God’s masterpiece. Of all the women, of all times, God chose Mary to be the mother of His son! Because God
honored Mary so much, we should also honor her. She is part of creation like us, but without original sin - pure. Mary
lived her life completely dedicated to God and her family. By contemplating the mysteries and challenges of her life we
can become inspired by her. She helps us fall in love with God. Her “Yes” to God was a gift to the whole of salvation
history! Let us give thanks to her as she is the perfect model of love, service and prayer.
For this reason, the church dedicates the month of May to our Blessed Mother. We celebrate the important role of Mary
in the life of our church. Here is a brief history of how this devotion began -> Why is the Month of May of Mary?
When we participate in the customs and traditions of the Church in our domestic churches, our homes, we participate
more intimately in the life of the church. Let us honor Mary in our homes in a special way this month.

Mary altar in your prayer corner
This prayer corner is designated for
God, to spend time with Him and
create the proper atmosphere for
prayer in your home. This helps you
to center your prayer. Some families
have a tradition at this time of year
to set aside a table or shelf for honoring Our Lady. You can cover the
shelf/table with a white or blue cloth
and place statues or images of Mary
as well as rosaries, flowers, candles
and related devotional items. You
can begin your day with your family by praying in front of
this “shrine”. Family members can present petitions to Mary,
writing them of pieces of paper and placing them in a small
jar or dish on the table. This can help us to remember and pray
to Mary daily. She will bring our needs to our Lord.

The crowning of
Mary can be done at
Church before or
after Mass during
the month of May
( no specific date,
depends on preferences). The crown
symbolizes Mary’s
queenship
over
heaven and earth.
You can crown a statue of Mary at home with an actual crown of flowers or a spiritual crown. It can be a
simple gesture or a more elaborate ceremony of hymns
and prayers. We crown Mary with flowers because it
represents spiritual truths of her beauty and virtues.
Mary is our mother and she cares for all of us, all the
time. She constantly intercedes for us, gives us graces
and her Immaculate heart will triumph.

Pastoral Team News
There is not a lot to report this week from Pastoral Council. We have missed hosting you at our planned Volunteer
Appreciation Event, which was to be held last weekend; and we are missing our Leadership Retreat, which was to be
held this weekend. The best laid plans of mice and men... as they say.
We welcome May, the month of our Mother Mary. There are so many wonderful hymns dedicated to Mary, that is is hard
to choose just one to highlight. There is "Hail Holy Queen Enthroned Above", "Hail, Queen of Heaven, the Ocean Star",
"Lo, How a Rose E're Blooming", "Salve Regina", and obviously "Ave Maria". There is also the Canadian hymn "Sing of
Mary, Pure and Lowly"... but the one most suited to this particular point in time is 'Tis the Month of our Mother.
'Tis the month of our Mother, the blessed and beautiful days,
When our lips and our spirits, are glowing with love and with praise.
All Hail! to thee, dear Mary, the guardian of our way;
To the fairest of Queens, be the fairest of seasons, sweet May.
Oh! what peace to her children, mid sorrows and trials to know,
that the love of their Mother, hath ever a solace for woe.
All Hail! to thee, dear Mary, the guardian of our way;
To the fairest of Queens, be the fairest of seasons, sweet May.
It has been a wearying time for all of us. We seek the intersession of our Mother that May will indeed by the fairest of
seasons and sweet!

Finance Corner
St. Theresa’s Church will celebrate her 90th anniversary later this year which is a major milestone for a community. During this time, previous generations of Parishioners at St. Theresa’s have had to endure significant challenges like the
Great Depression and World War II and now it is our turn to have to deal with something that is so out of the ordinary
that it totally disrupts our normal way of living. The current pandemic shows us that while we will have to adapt and
change to face the current adversity, our most important weapon to do so is our constant faith in God which we must
cherish, protect and strengthen even more.
Our Pastor, Father Francesco has been making sure that we are not deprived of spiritual food and comfort. His recent
video postcards recorded in each Church of our Parish are a loving reminder of wonderful Eucharistic Family celebrations in the past and provide us with hope for the day when we can be together again in our Spiritual Home expressing
our faith through worship. His video postcards can be found on the YouTube Channel for St. Francis and St. Clare of
Assisi Parish.
Many in our community are facing financial difficulties and their first priority must be to take care of the needs of their
families and loved ones. As Christians we are asked to continue to offer daily prayers and make small acts of Christian
love to others like a smile, a phone call or a wave of the hand.
For those Parishioners who can support St. Theresa’s financially and have the means to do so please review the options
available on the St. Theresa’s website:
How to Donate During the COVID-19 State of Emergency http://www.sttheresaschurch.ca/how-to-donate-during-thecovid-19-state-of-emergency.html
In the last two weeks you learned about how you might financially support our Church through the e-transfer option of
your online banking and the option to register for the Pre-Authorized Payment Plan. For more information please check
the bulletins for April 19, 2020 and April 26, 2020 at http://www.sttheresaschurch.ca/weekly-bulletin.html.
Third Option: Cheque
Another important option is writing a cheque. A paper cheque is just as effective in making a donation as the use of digital technology. All you have to do is fill in the cheque and send it to the Parish Office. It will be greatly appreciated.
As St. Theresa’s enters her 90th year, like the previous generations of Parishioners who faced adversity, let every action
we take, no matter how small, help create hope, spread Christ’s love throughout our community and show our faith in
God. Your prayers and Christian acts of love are of great comfort in ways that are unimaginable!

Diocesan News
Steubenville Atlantic 2020 Cancelled
In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, this year’s Steubenville Atlantic youth conference and Franciscan LEAD week have
been cancelled. Although we are disappointed we won’t be gathering, we know the safety of our youth and all our volunteers comes first. Thank you for all the effort you have already put into this year’s conference!
Archbishop Mancini has recorded a brief message for a brief message for all Stubenville participants – please watch
and share!

All payments will be refunded in the coming weeks. If you have any questions about your registration or refund please
email Elizabeth Craig.
Applicants for EQUIP Program now Open
EQUIP is an Archdiocesan formation program designed to help prepare you for the New Evangelization – the mission to
bring the Gospel to all those you meet in your daily life.
EQUIP is an Archdiocesan formation program designed to help prepare you for the New Evangelization – the mission to
bring the Gospel to all those you meet in your daily life. We are looking for 10 new participants to join this 3-year
program. Scholarships available. Please click here -> for more information
Fallen Headstones at the Cemeteries
During the months of April and May the groundskeepers at Gate of Heaven, Holy Cross Cemetery, and Mount Olivet
Cemetery would normally be taking care of the headstones that had fallen over this winter. However, due to the COVID
19 pandemic our staff need to maintain a distance of six feet and therefore are unable to get the stones back up at this
time. Please be assured that when the government restrictions and protocols are lifted, our staff will begin the work
needed to fix that fallen headstones. Thank you.

