The

WASHINGTON

AVENUE
COALITION




From A Colorful Past To A Bright Future
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More Than an Avenue — A Destination

n 1994, the leaders of six neighborhoods along the avenue lhe plan promotes a traditional image at each intersection with
formed the '|.'l.',|u|1|r|:,;1n|] Avenue Coalition in |1.ar|m-|-.|'||p with common features and amenities that present a o ul‘h'm'\-t', attractive
the City of Houston's Neighborhood Planning Program. It 15 the identity, while preserving the unique character of each neighbaor-
first civic oreanization to collaborate with its local government in hood, These commaon features include light towers, benches, shade
this way and has been recognized for ploneening a new approach to trees, kiosks, water fountains, jJ1||!|||t art, custom signs, street |.Il'r1|:}\,
urban revitalization, overhead banners, brick
The Coalition’s purpose is cross-walks and sidewalks.

to provide united leadership
and work with government (o
coordinate public and private
resources in the planning and
redevelopment of the
Washington Avenue district
In concert with the
award-winning architecture,
planning and urban design
firm, EDN Architectune, and
the City of Houston Planning

and Development

fransforming the

Washington Avenue corri-
dor into an attractive, pros-
perous district will make it
a popular inner-loop desti-
nation that better serves its
businesses and residents.
Successful redevelopment
will result in further revital-
ization of the surrounding
neighborhoods, making the

community an enjoyable

Department, the oalition created an exciting new strectsa A desipn |J|.Il: e to live. These exciting poals are within reach as the communi-
for Washington Avenue with three major focal points: an elegant traf ty pulls its substantial resources together.

fic circle at the imtersection of Westcott: a tree-lined entertainmient

plaza and village center at the Heights/Yale and Waugh intersections;

and a civic plaza at Houston Avenue with features commemaorating

the corridor’s colomul history.
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A Charming Traffic Circle The Village Square

Al the west end of the Coalition area, Washington Avenue makes i ) )
) At the heart of the Coalition project, Washington Avenue inter-
a turn to the northwest leading to Interstate 10, At the turn, an ele- ) ) ) .
. _ o ) sects with Yale Street and Heights Boulevard at the location of
gant traffic circle is designed to simplify the confusing confluence of
i ) . numerous restaurants, music venues, a theater and several Houston
Washington with Westcott, Arnot and Utah Streets while providing : - : :
_ . Community College buildings. A village square on the south of the
an attractive geometric solution. A sculpture of civic monument . ) .
) ) Avenue features a landscaped amphitheater with a stage — the
graces the circle as centerpiece. ! !
) ) downtown skyline, its backdrop. Under the redevelopment plan, the

The perimeter of the circle features shade trees and sidewalk ) ) ) .
) ) street connection between Yale and Waugh is closed, routing traffic
improvements making it safer and more comfortable to cross busy :
) _ ) to the existing street on the east side of the square.
streets from the adjacent neighborhoods to the elementary school on : : .
) ) ) i Two brick and metal pateway towers of a traditional style identify

Arnot Street and to Memorial Park further 1o the west, The strong L . R
) ) ) entry into the Washington Avenue Corridor from the Heights Historic
visual character of the circle combined with new landscape features o )
: ) District to the north. Trees and sidewalk improvements allow for
creates a gateway from the west o the commercial corridor of ) . -
) better pedestrian access between the HCC campus buildings, the
Washington Avenue, :
businesses and the new apartments on adjacent blocks.



Downtown Gateway

At the east end where Washington meets Houston Avenue, a sim-
ple, elegant design marks the entry to the Washinglon Avenue corri-
dor from downtown Houston.

It features two gateway towers on opposite cormers with trees,
lighting and other landscape amenities that beautify the area. Special
paving at ¢ rosswalks Improves safety for pedestrians, and recon-
structed curbs facilitate turns for the many trucks and buses that pass
through the intersection.

It is appropriate that the future vision of the Washington Avenue
Coalition extends beyond this gateway to connect the corridor’s rich
history with the city's redevelopment plans for the area close to the
Theater District and Historic Market Square,

“The Washington Avenue
Coalition was formed in
partnership with the City of
Houston’s Neighborhood
Planning Program to
redevelop the district into a
vital, inner-city destination.”



omentum builds. The City of Houston, Metro
and the Texas Department of Transportation
have begun to redevelop areas adjacent to the
Coalition area, from the Arts district and Market Square to
the County Courthouse
and warehouse district. In
its partnership with the

City, the Coalition is

A

moving decisively to cap-

S

italize on this progress. o = D —
The synergy resulting SRR e
from the formation of the Washington Avenue Corridor
Manager Oversight Board has been important to our

efforts. Composed of the Coalition, prominent local busi-

ness owners, the civic associations of the First Ward and

Old Sixth Ward and the Avenue Community Development

Corporation, the Oversight

Board promotes the area and generates funds, some of
which are matched by the federal government through
the designation of Washington Avenue as an Enhanced
Enterprised Community.

These accomplish-
ments give us strong
resolve to continue serv-
ing as the forum for our
great community, as a
united voice to local
government and as

leader in generating new ideas and opportunities within

the City of Houston. Join us in making the vision reality.
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