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THE PROCLAIMER
THE REFORMATION—THEN AND NOW
504 years ago this October, a young professor went to the church in Whittenburg and nailed 95 theses to the
door. Neither Luther, nor anyone else, for that matter, could have possibly comprehended the significance of
this action. What happened, however, has affected us to this very day.
Martin Luther’s intent when he nailed the 95 theses to the door of Whittenburg was to begin a healthy,
robust debate within the Catholic church about these specific points. However, something else happened
that Luther did not expect. In 1521, he was excommunicated by the Pope himself for “heresy.” Luther took
that papal “bull”—the writ of excommunication—and burned it. This is how the Lutheran Church was born.
What Luther did afterwards was so powerful that it is felt to this very day. In Luther’s day, at that point in
time, the accepted version of the Bible was in Latin. Not many people understood Latin. The worship
services were also in Latin. The average German who attended church could repeat the Latin, but often had
no idea what he or she was saying. When the Scriptures were read, the German people had little idea of what
the priest had just said.
This would all change under Luther. The first things he did were important. He translated the German mass
from Latin onto the language of the people. For the first time, people could understand what the Bible
actually said. Translating the entire Bible was a momentous task! He had to understand Hebrew (he did—he
was an Old Testament professor), the Greek (which he also did), and even some Aramaic, found in the book
of Daniel. Thew Guttenberg press had just been invented, and that was used to get the Bible out to the
people in the language of the people.
Luther is also known for writing hymns. Luther wrote many things, but Luther’s Works and his hymns are
the two things that stand out. Luther took popular tunes and wrote hymns to them. Did you realize that
when it was written, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” was actually considered a contemporary hymn? In fact,
all of Luther’s hymns he wrote would have been considered “contemporary.”
Luther was just getting started.
Luther was far from being finished, however. In 1523, he took the Catholic German Mass that had been used
and passed down by tradition through the centuries, and changed it. He took out the Latin and put in
German to start. He took out parts that went against “grace alone, faith alone, Scripture alone.” Suddenly,
the Lutheran Church that was growing in Germany was very much a contemporary church and had a
contemporary service.
How could Luther do this? Why do we do it here on the second Sunday of the month? In Luther’s writings,
there is one word that he used that should be noted: adiaphora. This is a word found in the Lutheran
Confessions, namely in the Smalcald Articles. It means “things neither commanded nor forbidden.” There is
no prescribed order of worship found in Scripture. There are elements that ought to be included. Invoking
God’s name. confession and forgiveness, prayers, a psalm, readings, and sermon can all be seen in the
Scriptures.
I don’t know if you have ever thought of it this way, but the 1941 TLH hymnbook could be considered, in a
sense, contemporary. Why? It is the first hymnal in the United States in English. Today’s contemporary
service has its’ roots in the German Mass Luther re-wrote nearly 500 years ago! Yet the most important
things from the Reformation are “GRACE alone, FAITH alone, SCRIPTURE alone.” No matter what service
it is here, these tree things will always be a part of our heritage and our worship. Did you realize the
Reformation had that kind of influence on us? --Pastor A.
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COVID-19: What Has Changed
If you’ve been fully vaccinated:
You can gather indoors with fully vaccinated people with a mask.
You can gather indoors with unvaccinated people from one other household (for example, visiting
with relatives who all live together) without masks, unless any of those people or anyone they live
with has an increased risk for severe illness from COVID-19.
If you’ve been around someone who has COVID-19, you do not need to stay away from others or get
tested unless you have symptoms.
o However, if you live in a group setting (like a correctional or detention facility or group home)
and are around someone who has COVID-19, you should still stay away from others for 14 days
and get tested, even if you don’t have symptoms.

What Hasn’t Changed
For now, if you’ve been fully vaccinated:
You should still take steps to protect yourself and others in many situations, like wearing a mask,
staying at least 6 feet apart from others, and avoiding crowds and poorly ventilated spaces. Take these
precautions whenever you are:
o In public
o Gathering with unvaccinated people from more than one other household
o Visiting with an unvaccinated person who is at increased risk of severe illness or death from
COVID-19 or who lives with a person at increased risk
You should still avoid medium or large-sized gatherings, especially inside.
You should still delay domestic and international travel. If you do travel, you’ll still need to follow CDC
requirements and recommendations.
You should still watch out for symptoms of COVID-19, especially if you’ve been around someone who
is sick. If you have symptoms of COVID-19, you should get tested and stay home and away from others.
You will still need to follow guidance at your workplace.
All of this is good news. For the time being, our Governor has asked that we return to wearing masks at church.
While many have been vaccinated and feel no need to wear a mask, we encourage to obey the government, even
as St. Paul did in Romans 13.
As this pandemic drags its’ feet going out the door, remember to pray for each other, for our doctors, nurses,
and those working to research treatments; remember the elderly, especially in long-term care facilities.

MOST IMPOORTANT OF ALL: Let’s stand together. As Christians, we are
called to unity, not division. We are proud as leaders of this congregation to
see this happening. The pandemic will not last forever. What will be
remembered. However, is how you treat people during the pandemic. May
kindness, love, and compassion be the words that describe us all.
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God’s blessings to
you both on your
birthday!
September
David
Foye……..…….……..24
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Malloy………………….…7
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Najdek……………..…...8
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NEW MEMBERS RECEIVE$D ON SEPTEMBER 12, 2021:
Top row: Richard Shomin, with Pastor Anderson
BOTTOM ROW:
Mitia and Fitia Ramalanto
Wendy Ramalanto
Coco Rambolahajarivony and wife Maholy (Coco not present for photo)
Hery Ramalanto and wife Vula
David Wampler (represented by his proud mom, Mary Wampler); David is serving in
the National Guard in Kuait at the moment
Mitia, Fitia, and Wendy will help lead the second and fourth Sunday’s singing,
beginning in October.
Richard has already been helping Byron with projects around the church.

Welcome to Our Church Family!
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter Article –OCTOBER 2021
Why do we give? Is it simply because God commands us to? Or is there more to it? To be sure, the Word and instruction of God in
the Bible says we should give, and this is sufficient to encourage us to give (Luke 6:38; Acts 20:35; 1 Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 8:7; Gal. 6:6).
But there’s more to it than just obligation. We’re not just trying to fulfill a work of the law. We are bearing fruits of the Spirit given to
us by our Father in heaven through His Son our Lord Jesus Christ. In other words, we’re not just doing what our Father said, we’re
also doing what He did.
Children emulate their parents. When they grow up, they often carry many of the same mannerisms and characteristics as their
parents. But there is more to it than that. Children copy their parents even on a more mundane level. They watch how their parents
cross their legs, how they fold their hands, how they stand and sit and walk, and how they do and say most everything. Then children
try to copy it.
This can be quite humorous when caught in the act. They do this even when parents don’t want them to. Everyone has been in the
uncomfortable – and embarrassing situation – where a child does or says something one of their parents have done or said that is less
than polite. Sitcoms thrive on these. It only works because of the truth that children emulate their parents, and they do it because they
want to be like them.
We are the children of God – by grace through faith. In Holy Baptism, God the Father declares of us what He declared of Jesus at His
Baptism in the Jordan, “You are my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” God the Father claims us as His own. He takes away
all our sins. In exchange, He gives us His righteousness, His purity, His holiness, and His Spirit – by which we cry out, “Abba,
Father.”
We are born again – born from above, born of water and the Spirit – to a new life in Christ as His children. We are sons of God in
Christ through Baptism. Since we are sons, we are heirs who share in the glory of the Son of God. The inheritance is ours because of
the Father’s grace, mercy, and generosity in sending His Son in time to save us for all eternity.
This is why we give generously of our income to the work of the church. We want to be like our heavenly Father. We want to emulate
His generosity by being generous ourselves. We give to the work of the church because we have witnessed the generous giving of our
Father in heaven.
More than that, we are recipients of it. It is because we have received our Father’s gifts that we desire to give ourselves. His gifts are
not just spiritual. They are temporal and earthly as well. As Luther’s Small Catechism teaches in the Fourth Petition of the Lord’s
Prayer:
Give us this day our daily bread.
What does this mean? God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without our prayers, even to all evil people, but we pray
in this petition that God would lead us to realize this and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.
What is meant by daily bread? Daily bread includes everything that has to do with the support and needs of the body, such
as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout husband or wife, devout children,
devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, good government, good weather, peace, health, self-control, good reputation,
good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.
In other words, He gives us everything that we need for the care of both body and soul. His generosity knows no bounds.
Therefore, we sit down at the beginning of the year, the beginning of the month, or the beginning of the week and set aside a
generous portion of God’s daily bread for His work in the church. This is not done because He has commanded us so to do but rather
because we, as His children by grace, want to emulate His generosity in our own lives. He is our Father; we are His children. And
children want to be like their parents.
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