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The incidence of olfactory perceptual dysfunction increases substantially with aging. Putative mecha-
nisms for olfactory sensory loss are surfacing, including neuroanatomical modifications within brain
regions responsible for odor information processing. The islands of Calleja (IC) are dense cell clusters
localized within the olfactory tubercle, a cortical structure receiving monosynaptic input from the ol-
factory bulb. The IC are hypothesized to be important for intra- and extra-olfactory tubercle information
processing, and thus olfaction. However, whether the anatomy of the IC are affected throughout normal
aging remains unclear. By examining the IC of C57bl/6 mice throughout adulthood and early aging (4e18
months of age), we found that the number of IC decreases significantly with aging. Stereological analysis
revealed that the remaining IC in 18-month-old mice were significantly reduced in estimated volume
compared with those in 4- month-old mice. We additionally found that whereas young adults (4 months
of age) possess greater numbers of IC within the posterior parts of the olfactory tubercle, by 18 months of
age, a greater percentage of IC are found within the anterior-most part of the olfactory tubercle, perhaps
providing a substrate for the differential access of the IC to odor information throughout aging. These
results show that the IC are highly plastic components of the olfactory cortex, changing in volume,
localization, and even number throughout normal aging. We predict that modifications among the IC
throughout aging and age-related neurodegenerative disorders might be a novel contributor to patho-
logical changes in olfactory cortex function and olfactory perception.

� 2013 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
1. Introduction

Aging coincides with numerous levels of changes within the
central nervous system, many of which are hypothesized to un-
derlie age-dependent changes in sensory, motor, and cognitive
function (Andrews-Hanna et al., 2007; Hof and Morrison, 2004). In
particular, olfactory sensory function is strongly affected by aging
(Murphy et al., 2002), in a manner even reported to predict mor-
tality (Wilson et al., 2011). Specifically, deficits in odor detection,
discrimination, recognition, and learning are commonly reported
among aged persons (e.g., Boesveldt et al., 2011; Doty et al., 1984;
Murphy et al., 1991; Wilson et al., 2007) and in aged animals
(Brushfield et al., 2008; Enwere et al., 2004; Guan and Dluzen,1994;
LaSarge et al., 2007; Nakayasu et al., 2000; Patel and Larson, 2009;
Rui et al., 2005; Schoenbaum et al., 2002). Understanding the neural
basis of olfactory sensory dysfunction is critical for designing bio-
markers to differentiate between age- and disease-associated losses
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in function and thus enhances diagnostic specificity (Benarroch,
2010).

Age-dependent olfactory loss might stem from insults to mul-
tiple stages of odor information processing in the brain.
Conductive-based deficits might occur within the nasal epithelium
at the level of the olfactory receptor neurons (Kovacs, 2004; Rawson
et al., 2012). Alternatively, sensorineural deficits might occur within
the olfactory bulb and/or all processing stages following the olfac-
tory bulb. Particularly, following intrabulbar processing stages
(Wachowiak and Shipley, 2006), odor information departs the ol-
factory bulb along mitral and tufted cells into primary sensory
cortices (Schwob and Price, 1984; Scott et al., 1980; Shipley and
Adamek, 1984; White, 1965). These olfactory cortices, including
the piriform cortex, anterior olfactory nucleus, posterolateral
cortical amygdala, lateral entorhinal cortex, and olfactory tubercle
(OT), represent an especially critical processing level (Cleland and
Linster, 2003; Haberly, 2001), hypothesized essential for a range
of odor-based behaviors (Barkai and Saar, 2001; Brunjes et al., 2005;
Gottfried, 2010; Wesson and Wilson, 2011; Wilson and Sullivan,
2011). Though the olfactory cortex is implicated in olfactory
dysfunction observed in age-related neurodegenerative disorders
(i.e., Parkinson disease and Alzheimer’s disease) (Li et al., 2010;
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Ubeda-Bañon et al., 2012; Wattendorf et al., 2009; Wesson et al.,
2010, 2011), its direct involvement in olfactory dysfunction
accompanying normal aging remains unclear.

We predicted that the islands of Calleja (IC) within the OT are
modified during the course of normal aging. The IC are dense cell
clusters that extend rostrocaudally throughout most of the OT in
mice (Calleja, 1893; Creps, 1974; de Vente et al., 2001; Fallon et al.,
1978; Ganser, 1882; Meyer et al., 1989). The IC consists mostly of
small, spherical granule cells (Calleja, 1893; Fallon et al., 1978),
many of which are GABA-ergic (Hsieh and Puche, 2013; Krieger
et al., 1983; Meyer et al., 1989; Millhouse, 1987; Ribak and Fallon,
1982). The granule cells comprising the IC originate from the sub-
ventricular zone where they enter the OT off the rostral-migratory
stream during late embryogenesis (Creps, 1974; De Marchis et al.,
2004; Saaltink et al., 2012). The neurogenesis-dependent nature
of the IC and their diverse morphology (de Vente et al., 2001)
suggest that the IC are highly plastic components of the olfactory
cortex. Supporting this hypothesis, dramatic levels of cell death in
the IC are present during early postnatal development (Ahern et al.,
2013). Whether this plasticity extends itself through adulthood
leading to progressive changes among the IC with aging is
unknown.

To address these questions, here we examined the IC of C57bl/6
mice from 4e18 months of age (young to late-middle age). We
found that the IC significantly decrease in number with aging and
that this is accompanied by a reduced volume of remaining
ICdsuggesting a progressive pruning in IC with age. Further, we
found evidence that the location of the IC within the OT is also
altered throughout aging. Together, these results demonstrate a
novel anatomical modification in the brain which occurs with
Fig. 1. Localizing the islands of Calleja (IC) within the mouse olfactory tubercle. Photomicro
section). Span of the olfactory tubercle (OT) and anterior piriform cortex (aPCX) layers i, ii, an
and displayed in enhanced magnification in panels 1e4 (lower). Additional IC are identifiab
for space purposes. Abbreviation: NAc, nucleus accumbens.
aging. We propose that age-related changes in the IC might provide
a novel mechanism for olfactory circuit disruption and thus olfac-
tory perceptual dysfunction with aging.

2. Methods

2.1. Animals

Male C57bl/6 mice (Harlan Laboratories) at 4, 8, 10, 14, and 18
months of age (n ¼ 5 per age) were housed with food and water
available ad libitum in a room governed by a 12-hour day:light
cycle. We specifically selected male mice for use in this study
to reduce possible influences of endogenous sex hormone cycles
on IC development and maintenance. Mice were injected with
urethane (2 mg/kg, intraperitoneal) and transcardially perfused
with 0.9% NaCl followed by 10% formalin. The brains were imme-
diately removed and stored in 30% sucrose in 10% formalin for
>48 hours at 4 �C. All procedures involving animals were approved
by the Case Western Reserve University Institutional Animal Care
and Use Committee.

2.2. Histology

Frozen brains were coronally sectioned on a sliding microtome
at 20 mm starting immediately posterior to the olfactory bulbs and
lasting until the appearance of the anterior commissure. This
anterior-posterior span was selected to include the entire distance
of the OT (Paxinos and Franklin, 2000) (Fig. 1). Alternately sampled
20-mm sections were placed on gelatin-subbed slides (Southern
Biotechnology Associates Inc, Birmingham, AL, USA) in successive
graph of a cresyl violet-stained basal forebrain from a C57bl/6 mouse (20-mm coronal
d iii are indicated (white dashed lines). Localization of 4 IC are indicated (white squares)
le within this section, yet are not indicated nor displayed with enhanced magnification



Fig. 2. Progressive decrease in number of islands of Calleja (IC) with aging. Scatter
plot represents the mean number of IC across both hemispheres for each mouse
(open circles) and the average of this value across all mice (horizontal lines). Black
dashed line indicates linear fit. p values derived from analysis of variance followed by
Fisher’s least significant difference test.
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order. Sections were then stained with cresyl violet. First, sections
were dehydrated in graded 70% and 50% EtOH (1 minute each).
They were then rehydrated in ddH2O (1 minute) and placed in
filtered 0.1% cresyl violet (Sigma Aldrich, St Louis, MO, USA) (7
minutes). The slides were then dipped in ddH2O (twice) and then in
70% and 95% EtOH for rinsing. Afterward, the slides were twice
incubated in Histoclear (National Diagnostic, Atlanta, GA, USA) for 8
and 15 minutes before being coverslipped with Permount (Fisher
Scientific). All brains were sectioned and stained in a pseudo-
random order by an experimenter blind to the age of each
specimen.

2.3. Imaging

Bilateral serial images of the OT and each IC from all mice were
captured using a Leica DMM 1000 microscope equipped with a
Leica EC3 digital camera. The IC were identified by 2 independent
observers (SA and ALH) blind to the age of each specimen based on
the following 3 criteria (as exemplified in Fig. 1): (1) clusters
composed of small spherical cells within any of the layers of the OT
(Meyer et al.,1989); (2) clusters containing�10 cells (none less than
20 were found); and (3) the cluster cells had to be smaller andmore
spherical than the surrounding cells (Millhouse, 1987). Prevention
of the corpuscle problem (Mouton, 2002; West, 2012) was accom-
plished using manual inspection of similarities in localization and
morphology of identified IC throughout subsequent sections (an IC
identified on 2 successive sections for instance was counted as a
single IC). This method was selected to prevent making unfounded
assumptions about the size and shape of the IC (e.g., as needed for
Abercrombie correction; Abercrombie and Johnson, 1946; Mouton,
2002) and yielded IC numbers in young animals close to those ex-
pected based on previous reports (Hsieh and Puche, 2013). After
identification, the IC were assigned unique identifier codes and
subsequently captured at magnification�40 for later quantification
(see later in text).

2.4. Data analysis

Stereological measures of estimated volume and localization
were performed using NIH Image J (http://rsbweb.nih.gov/ij). For
volume estimates, images at magnification �40 of serial alternate
sections containing a single identified IC were uploaded and
analyzed using the Image J Volumest plug-in (Merzin, 2008). The
number of successive alternate images possessing each IC, the
thickness of the sections, and the appropriate pixel-to-micron
equivalence were entered into the Volumest program. Next, the
border of each IC was manually traced. The volume estimate
(Merzin, 2008) was calculated after correction for the fixed sam-
pling interval (alternate 20-mm sections). Identical methods were
used for OT volume estimates to control for the reference trap
confound (West, 2012), however, by uploading images (at
magnification �10) possessing the OT and then tracing the OT
perimeter within each uploaded section. Next, the location of each
IC along the anterior-posterior axis was determined by measuring
the distance between the OT’s anterior-most aspect (marked
consistently throughout all ages by the retraction of the ventral
tenia tecta) and before each IC first appeared (20-mm resolution
determined by section thickness). Similarly, the location of each IC
respective to the medial-lateral axis was determined by measuring
the distance from the medial-most aspect of the OT to the medial-
most aspect of each IC. Some IC within middle-aged groups (10 and
14 months) had tears through them, perhaps resulting from
sectioning or slide mounting, precluding the use of these age
groups for accurate volume and localization measures but still
allowing highly robust and sensitive quantification of IC number. All
measures were collected in a pseudorandom order across ages by
an experimenter blind to the age of each specimen.

Data were analyzed using Origin 8.5 (Northampton, MA, USA)
using statistics as specified throughout the Results, and Bonferroni
correction in cases of repeated analyses of variance to control for
the familywise error rate. Values are reported as mean � standard
error of the mean unless otherwise noted.

3. Results

3.1. Progressive decrease in IC number with age

To address whether the number of IC within mice might change
with aging, we quantified the total number of IC found across both
hemispheres per mouse and across all ages. We observed a signif-
icant effect of age on the average number of IC within each hemi-
sphere, with a strong negative correlation between age and IC
number (r(23)¼�0.52; p< 0.01, Pearson’s correlation) (Fig. 2, black
dashed line). Eighteen-month-old mice possessed approximately
21% fewer IC on average than 4-month-old mice per hemisphere
(Fig. 2). Significant differences between particular age groups we
further observed (4-month vs. 18-month, [F(1,8) ¼ 6.21; p ¼ 0.037],
10-month vs. 18-month [F(1,8) ¼ 10.769; p ¼ 0.013]) (Fig. 2), with
other groups showing trends toward significance when compared
with 18-month-old subjects (8-month [F(1,8) ¼ 3.70; p ¼ 0.095];
14-month [F(1,8) ¼ 3.46; p ¼ 0.099]). Similar levels of significance
were observed when analyzing for total IC number (across both

http://rsbweb.nih.gov/ij
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hemispheres) instead of average number. Thus, 1 feature of normal
aging is a significant, progressive decrease in the number of IC.
3.2. IC in aged mice are reduced in estimated volume

The reduced number of IC observed with aging could be because
of: (1) shrinkage or disappearance of the IC (possibly because of
reduced neurogenesis with age; Lazarov et al., 2010; apoptosis
[Ahern et al., 2013], and/or diffusion of the IC granule cells); or in
contrast; (2) convergence of multiple IC into a unitary structure. For
an initial test of these possibilities, we used stereological methods
(Merzin, 2008) to estimate IC volume across the entire population
of IC in 4-month-old and 18-month-old mice (see Methods).
Increased IC volume with aging would provide evidence for
convergence among the IC with aging, whereas decreased volume
would suggest apoptotic and/or diffusive processes. Supporting the
latter, we found a significant decrease in estimated volume of the IC
with age (F(1,8)¼ 16.073; p ¼ 0.0039) (Fig. 3), with IC in 18-month-
old mice being on average 59.45� 8.9% smaller than IC in 4-month-
old mice. Importantly, a similar comparison of total OT volume
estimates revealed no change with aging ([F(1,8) ¼ 0.113; p ¼ 0.75],
4-month [5.51Eþ 08� 2.41Eþ 07 mm3] vs.18-month [5.43Eþ 08�
Fig. 3. Islands of Calleja (IC) volume is reduced in aged mice. Scatter plot represents
the mean estimated volume of IC across both hemispheres for each mouse (open cir-
cles; n ¼ 5 mice per group) and the average of this value across all mice (bars) in 4- and
18-month-old mice. Error bars represent standard error of the mean. p ¼ analysis of
variance followed by Fisher’s least significant difference test.
6.86E þ 06 mm3] mean � standard error of the mean), suggesting
that the observed reduction in IC volumewith aging is independent
of global changes within the OT (differential tissue shrinkage)
(Hatton and von Bartheld, 1999) in the 18-month-old cohort. Thus
in aged mice, not only are there fewer IC, but the remaining IC are
reduced in volume.

3.3. Altered spatial distribution of the IC throughout the aging OT

Taken together, the results presented herein (Figs. 2 and 3)
suggest that the spatial distribution or regional density of the IC
within the OT might be unique in aged versus young adult mice.
Therefore, as a final analysis we calculated the localization of all IC
in 4- and 18-month-old mice (see Methods). The OT was equally
divided into thirds along the anterior-posterior and medial-lateral
axes to roughly quantify the spatial distribution of the IC. The to-
tal numbers of IC within each hemisphere were normalized to
control for effects of age on IC numbers (Fig. 2). This analysis
revealed that although both age groups possess a similar percent-
age of IC within the mesial-most aspect of the OT’s anterior-axis
(F(1,12) ¼ 0.27; p ¼ 0.61), the number of IC within the posterior-
and anterior-most aspects was inversely affected by age (Fig. 4A).
Although 4-month-old mice had a greater percentage of IC in the
posterior-most OT compared with 18-month-old mice (F(1,12) ¼
5.136; p¼ 0.043), 18-month-old mice had a greater percentage of IC
in the anterior-most OT (F(1,12) 4.93; p ¼ 0.046) (Fig. 4A). In
contrast, no effect of age onmedial-lateral localization of the IC was
found in any medial-lateral range (p > 0.05; analysis of variance)
(Fig. 4B). These results demonstrate that an additional feature of
normal aging is an altered spatial distribution of the IC within the
OT, suggesting differential access and possibly involvement of the IC
in odor information processing in aged versus young adult mice.

4. Discussion

In the present study we explored anatomical changes among the
IC throughout normal aging in mice. We predicted that because of
the highly plastic nature of the IC (De Marchis et al., 2004; Saaltink
et al., 2012), major anatomical alterations in the IC would be
observed in aged versus young adult mice. In support of this hy-
pothesis, we observed significant alterations in IC number, volume,
and localization throughout early aging (4 to 18 months) which
might, as discussed later in text, provide new insights into age-
related olfactory sensory dysfunction.

4.1. Functional implications for alterations in IC with age

Amajor finding of the present work is that the presence of the IC
within the OT undergo significant morphological changes in num-
ber, volume, and spatial location with aging. The number of IC
varies from species to species (Bayer,1985; Fallon et al., 1978;Meyer
et al., 1989; Millhouse and Heimer, 1984; Ribak and Fallon, 1982;
Talbot et al., 1988). Although the number of IC is thought to be
consistent within species (e.g., Fallon et al., 1978), exceptions,
including an increase in the number of IC during early postnatal
development exist (Hsieh and Puche, 2013). On the opposite end of
the development spectrum from postnatal life, here we found a
decreased number and a decreased volume of the IC by 18 months
of age. Although herein we only used mice up to 18 months of age
(late-middle age), we predict studies in more greatly aged mice (22
months of age and older) will reveal an even more significant
decrease in IC number and volume.

Both of these findings might result in possible differential access
of information to the IC in aged mice compared with young. The OT
receives dense innervation by olfactory bulb mitral and tufted cells



Fig. 4. Altered spatial distribution of the islands of Calleja (IC) within the olfactory tubercle. Histograms of the percentage of total IC found within equally-divided zones along the
anterior-posterior (A) and medial-lateral axes (B) of the olfactory tubercle in 4- and 18-month-old mice. *p < 0.05, analysis of variance followed by Fisher’s least significant dif-
ference test. n ¼ 5 mice per group. Abbreviation: SEM, standard error of the mean.
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(e.g., Haberly and Price, 1978; Imamura et al., 2011; Kang et al.,
2011; Millhouse and Heimer, 1984; Nagayama et al., 2010;
Schwob and Price, 1984; Scott et al., 1980; Shipley and Adamek,
1984; Sosulski et al., 2011; White, 1965)d positioning it to play a
critical role in odor perception. Localized throughout the OT, the IC
are hypothesized important for both intra- and extra-OT informa-
tion processing (Fallon et al., 1978; Meyer et al., 1989; Wahle and
Meyer, 1986). Although the IC are positioned strategically to play
a role in olfactory processing, their function is likely diverse
considering the reciprocal interconnections between IC cells and
brain reward and arousal-related structures, including the ventral
tegmental area (Fallon et al., 1983), the substantia nigra, and nu-
cleus accumbens (Fallon et al., 1978). Thus, in addition to possibly
providing sources for intra-OT synaptic activity, the IC are also in-
tegral parts of OT-basal forebrain circuits (Ikemoto, 2010). With this
in mind, our finding that the number and volume of IC decreases
dramatically with age posits a novel putative mechanism for age-
related changes to not only olfactory perception, but also odor
hedonics, and possibly even reward behaviors. Particularly, the
large presence of GABAergic cells in the IC (Krieger et al., 1983)
suggests that a reduced number of IC would render the OT more
excitable and/or unable to exert inhibition on the previously listed
connected structures. Thus, age-related reductions in IC might
entail significant basal forebrain network instability.

Another finding of the presentwork is a divergent location of the
IC in young versus old mice, with aged mice having a greater pro-
portion of IC in the anterior-most aspects of the OT. The particularly
dense innervation by mitral and tufted cells into the antero-lateral
aspect of the OT suggests that IC in this region might be more
integrally involved in odor information processing. It is possible
therefore that a shift of the IC into this region (or contrastingly a
decrease among IC in the posterior aspect) in aged mice might alter
processing of odors in a manner aberrant from that found in young
mice. Future recordings from mice across the lifespan to explore
whether spatial regions of the OT do indeed change in their pro-
cessing of odors with age will be important to test this hypothesis.

We used several methods to increase the likelihood that our
results are free from stereological bias (Mouton, 2002; Schmitz and
Hof, 2005; West, 2012). First, all histological and analytic methods
were performed in a pseudorandom order across ages by experi-
menters blind to the age of each specimen. Second, we controlled
for biologically-based reference traps (West, 2012) in our analysis of
IC number by verifying that the volume of our reference space (the
OT), was indeed not affected by age (see Results, section 3.2). This
same analysis also suggests that the reduced IC number found with
age is not a product of differential susceptibility to tissue shrinkage
in tissue originating from aged mice, an artificially-based reference
trap (Schmitz and Hof, 2005). The IC are highly amorphous and vary
considerably in their size and distribution throughout the OT (Adjei
and Wesson, 2012; de Vente et al., 2001). This considerable bio-
logical variation led us to use manual methods to carefully count
the total number of IC manually throughout alternately sampled OT
sections (vs. progressing with traditional optical dissector methods
based on arbitrary selected grid sizes which might have skewed the
present results). In our design, the IC were identified by indepen-
dent observers based on specific objective criteria (see section 2.3)
and counted manually again by the same independent observers.
Reliability was later assessed by comparing IC numbers and iden-
tities between observers. Prevention of the corpuscle problem
(West, 2012) was accomplished bymanual inspection of similarities
in localization and morphology of identified IC throughout subse-
quent sections (an IC identified on 2 successive sections for instance
was counted as a single IC). This method was selected to prevent
unnecessary assumption about the size and shape of the IC (e.g., as
needed for Abercrombie correction; Abercrombie and Johnson,
1946) and yielded IC numbers close to those expected based on
previous reports (Hsieh and Puche, 2013). Thus, through a combi-
nation of stereological software platforms (Image J Volumest),
operationally defined criteria, and interobserver reliability, the
present study surmounted existing difficulties inherent in studying
the IC in an unbiased manner.

Based on our methodological approach (cresyl violet staining)
we can only speculate mechanisms underlying IC loss (number and
volume) with aging. Presently it is unknown whether decreases in
neurogenesis with age (Lazarov et al., 2010; Shook et al., 2012), as
observed to affect the olfactory epithelium and olfactory bulb
(Enwere et al., 2004; Weiler and Farbman, 1997), might alter the
formation and number of IC. Irradiation experiments of the mouse
subventricular zone demonstrated a powerful control of IC forma-
tion by rostral migratory stream neuronal progenitors (De Marchis
et al., 2004). Future work exploring whether IC loss as observed
herein is result of decreased neurogenesis with age, would be
informative in testing this possible mechanism. Alternatively, it is
possible that IC loss results from neurogenesis-independent factors,
including increased cell death among these unique structures
(Ahern et al., 2013) with age. Irrespective of the particular
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mechanism, whether particular types of IC neurons (e.g., GABAer-
gic) are more greatly affected by aging remains to be tested and
would provide clues to the influence of this morphological loss on
OT network activity.

4.2. Effect of aging on the olfactory system

Our results are consistent with the view that age and develop-
ment severely affects anatomical aspects of the olfactory system
and its function. Although particular networks and features of this
system appear resilient to mechanisms of normal aging, including
the bulk of olfactory bulb organization (Richard et al., 2010) (but see
for instance, Cavallin et al., 2010), some aspects of olfactory bulb
neurotransmission (Mandairon et al., 2011), and even the volume of
the OT itself (see Results), are not as robust. Cell proliferation in the
olfactory epithelium decreases >90% in aging rats (postnatal day
1 to 333), resulting in increased surface area of the olfactory
epithelium (Weiler and Farbman, 1997) and thus altered access of
odorants to odor receptors. Also in aged humans (�60 years of age),
isolated olfactory receptor neurons are more likely to generalize
between odors compared with adults (�45 years of age) which
might result in impaired odor discrimination and/or a decline in
sensitivity (Rawson et al., 2012). Secondary (cortical) and higher-
order olfactory structures also display significant changes (mostly
atrophy) with age (Jack et al., 2000; Resnick et al., 2003; Rogalski
et al., 2012; Trivedi et al., 2011), along with most of the brain (Fox
and Schott, 2004). The results of the present study add the IC,
and thus the OT, to the list of structures that are affected during
normal aging. Whether anatomical modifications to the IC, similar
to those reported here in mice, are observed throughout aging in
humans is presently unknown.

Anatomical modifications to central olfactory structures,
including gross volume reductions, are reported in Alzheimer’s
disease and Parkinson disease (Bohnen et al., 2007; De Leon et al.,
1997; Kovacs, 2004; Ubeda-Bañon et al., 2012; Wattendorf et al.,
2009; Wong et al., 2010). In persons with Alzheimer’s disease,
congo-negative plaques and dystrophic neurites are found in the IC
(van Nes et al., 1993). Exploring the IC in Parkinson disease and
animal models of the disease might be especially fruitful consid-
ering the close relationship between the OT and the nigrostriatal
system (Ikemoto, 2007). This might be strengthened by analysis of
particular receptor types, which are uniquely vulnerable to
neurodegenerative mechanisms and also highly expressed in the IC
(e.g., D3 receptors; Joyce et al., 2004). Analysis of the IC along these
lines might provide new clues to neurodegenerative and age-
related mechanisms of olfactory sensory loss.

4.3. Conclusions

In the present study we found a progressive decrease in IC
number, a reduction in IC volume, and an aberrant localization of
the IC in c57bl/6 mice during early aging. These results support
previous developmental work (Ahern et al., 2013; Hsieh and Puche,
2013) showing that the IC are highly plastic components of the
olfactory cortex and suggest that modifications among the IC
throughout aging, and possibly development, might be a novel
contributor to pathological changes in olfactory cortex function and
olfactory perception. Future studies to explore the mechanisms of
age-dependent IC loss and the functional outcomes of this loss on
OT function and olfactory perception will be critical in under-
standing the neural basis of olfactory sensory loss in aging and age-
related neurodegenerative disorders. Although now the precise
role(s) of the IC in olfactory perception remain unclear, studies
attempting to modulate IC number or volume, specifically, will be
critical in providing evidence that the degeneration of these
structures is a necessary component of age-and possibly even
disease-dependent olfactory loss.
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