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AFFORDABLE ARTS FEST
Sunday, August 25th
at Arapahoe
Community College·
Welcome to the Affordable Arts
Festival where every artist has their
fine art and fine crafts priced at $100
or less. In 2019 on the 25th of August
the art buyers of Colorado will experience an arts festival unlike any other.
Artists from around the region
and from around the country will
come together for one day to sell
their artwork to the expected large
and enthusiastic crowds of art buyers.
For many years this art festival
concept has been hugely successful
in other parts of the country.
The success happens because
both the artists and the buyers have
a lot of fun and a lot of art exchanges
hands. So many art buyers are discouraged at art shows where they
are unable to afford much (if any) of
the art.
The Affordable Arts Festival
removes that concern since every
piece of art in every artist's booth is
now affordable!
Most artists will have a selection
of great deals (we already have some
artists with pieces that were originally over $2000 that will be selling
for under $100!) along with pieces
that are normally priced under $100.
For this reason, art buyers need
to get to the show early to take
advantage of the best deals.
Date:
Sunday - August 25, 2019
Time:
9AM - 3PM
Location:
Arapahoe Community College
5900 South Santa Fe Drive
Littleton, CO 80160
www.AffordableArtsFestival.com

AFFORDABLE ARTS FEST
Donates $102,000
For Scholarships
The Affordable Arts Festival (www.
AffordableArtsFestival.com), the fastest
growing arts festival in Colorado (and
ranked 24th in the nation) will take
place on Sunday August 25 from 9 AM
to 3PM at Arapahoe Community College, located at 5900 South Santa Fe
Drive in Littleton.
And art patrons will be pleasantly
surprised at the pricing.
Artwork worth thousands of dollars will be priced at $100 (or less), as
some of the state’s (and nation’s) most
renowned artists are clearing their studios to make room for their newest creations. First come, first served. There
will be thousands of deals available,
with artists from 22 states participating.
All of the artists are listed online
– along with many of the artists’ “Best
Deals” – at www.AffordableArtsFestival.com. Tickets are also available
online (proceeds are donated to the
Arapahoe Community College Foundation; tickets cost $10 each and kids
12 and under are free). With proceeds
from ticket sales going to the Arapahoe
Community College Foundation, more

than $100,000 in scholarship money
has been raised to date (a photo of the
recent check presentation is attached,
along with additional information).
The Festival’s parking will provide
1,200 free parking spaces on campus,
and a team of golf cart drivers to assist
patrons in getting their purchases to
their cars from the Festival exit.
The Affordable Arts Festival is
currently ranked #20 out of over 600
shows in the country. The festival features fine arts and crafts from over 160
outstanding local and national artists,
all for sale for under $100.
“People love to come to the festival to purchase incredible artwork
from professional artists for less than
$100, while supporting the goals and
ambitions of future artists” said Jim

DeLutes, who has been Founder and
Director of the Affordable Arts Festival for the last eight years. “This is
artwork that would typically be sold
for many-times the amount the artists
are asking, and it’s an effective way
for them to sell a lot of art in just a few
hours, help aspiring art students and
also connect many people to their
artwork for the first time. Some of
the state’s most outstanding artists,
and national artists from 23 states
will have booths at the Festival, with
artwork on display and for sale. The
level of activity between the artists
and attendees contributes greatly to
the highly-energized level of enthusiasm and fun. See why many call this
the ‘Black Friday’ of arts festivals.
www.AffordableArtsFestival.com
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The Hyatt Regency DTC - Boardrooms, Ballrooms, Event Spaces
Looking for a special place out of downtown Denver to hold your
conference, meeting, or event?
Offering 30,000 s.f. of venue space at the Hyatt Regency Denver
Tech Center for larger or small corporate meetings, galas and all
types of events. Personal space is also available for weddings,
reunions, parties, etc.
Their newly completed multi-million dollar renovation has
enhanced all the meeting spaces with the newest technology. The
high tech savvy hotel has everything you need for a seamless and
successful event - including advanced audiovisual equipment and
wi-fi, to a full-service business center.
Work with their expert meeting planners and they will coordinate
every detail to make sure that each moment is executed flawlessly.
Select from one of the flexible meeting rooms or event venues
to perfectly suit your needs. From their elegant, spacious Centennial
Ballroom to intimate boardrooms and every room in between, the
Hyatt Regency Denver Tech Center can be arranged in any style or
configuration to satisfy all of your requirements.
To ensure that your event in the conference facility meets your
standards, all the venues offer individual controls for heating/air conditioning, sound, music, telephones, multiple electric/microphone

outlets, audiovisual equipment, and 100-volt single-phase and 220
single-phase electricity.
Some of the spaces include the Grand Mesa Ballroom at 11,000
s.f. on the second floor and other connecting spaces including the
lobby ranging from 374 s.f., all the way to the top 12th floor space
the popular redesigned Centennial Ballroom and event space at 4000
s.f. that offers a breathtaking surrounding panoramic view of downtown Denver and the most impressive front range mountain vistas.
Many spaces offer large to small intimate meeting space and training
boardrooms as well.
The hotel's Atrium Lobby is a signature meeting space - it’s part
of the 30,000 s.f. included in all the many meeting and event spaces
they offer.
For meetings and functions, the hotel offers complementary local
transportation within 5 miles of the hotel and the 451 guest rooms
make the hotel the smart choice for hosting large and small gatherings, meetings and events. Also, it is located only minutes from RTD's
Light Rail.
The Hyatt Regency Denver Tech Center offers the most innovative
and delicious catering and bar service for any event.
For more information when planning your next meeting or event,
contact the Hyatt Regency in the Denver Tech Center, please call
303-779-1234 or visit their website at www.hyatt.com/en-us/
hotel/colorado/hyatt-regency-denver-tech-center-denver
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Hickenlooper Ends
Presidential Bid;
Gives Senate Run
"Serious Thought"
Former Colorado Gov. John
Hickenlooper formally announced
Thursday he would drop out of the
2020 presidential race, but he has not
yet committed to running in Colorado’s U.S. Senate race in an attempt to
be the Democratic nominee who will
face Republican Sen. Cory Gardner.
Hickenlooper announced his
leaving the Democratic presidential primary in a three-minute video
released at 11 a.m.
“Today, I’m ending my campaign
for President. But I will never stop
believing that America can only move
forward when we work together,”
Hickenlooper said in the videotaped
statement. “Don’t tell me that we can’t
figure out how to lower prescription
drug costs or tackle climate change.
Don’t tell me we have to accept the
number of gun deaths or the reduced
job prospects of too many Americans.”
A source close to the campaign
told Denver7 ahead of the announcement that Hickenlooper had not yet
committed to running in the Senate
race, though he has been speaking
with advisers.
The Associated Press and our partners at The Denver Post reported the
news of his leaving the presidential
race on Wednesday.

In an email to supporters on
Thursday morning, he said he was
prooud of what his campaign had
accomplished and he thanked those
who had backed him.
"I know everyone will keep up the
good fight. In just a few months, we’ve
laid out a path toward a more equitable economy that doesn’t lead us
to extremes. I called on my personal
experience leading Colorado through
tragedy to build an effective nationwide plan for gun violence prevention.
And we made the case that health care
is a right, not a privilege, and should be
treated as such," he wrote. "When I look
back at what we’ve accomplished on
this campaign, I feel proud to have had
you by my side every step of the way.
And when I do make my next move,
you’ll be the first to know."
Hickenlooper, 67, has been pressed
in recent months to leave the presidential race and try and unseat Gardner as
Democrats work to try and flip the U.S.

Senate in 2020. Beto O’Rourke has
also been pushed to leave the race
and challenge Sen. John Cornyn in
Texas, and Montana’s Steve Bullock
has been urged to leave the race and
run against Steve Daines.
Hickenlooper has become a
fairly-popular figure spanning parties in Colorado. He won two terms
as governor during Republican wave
years and also served as the mayor
of Denver after his startup days as a
geologist and brewpub businessman.
As Hickenlooper struggled to raise
the money other presidential candidates were bringing in and stayed
toward the bottom of polls, several
of his campaign staffers left the campaign. But he hired more and has
stayed in the race, spending significant time in Iowa and New Hampshire
– some of the important early caucus
and primary states.
And though it’s still unclear
whether he will run for Senate, should
he decide to do so, he will have to
face an already-crowded pool of at
least 11 others, including several highprofile candidates who have already
raised more than $1 million apiece,
including former state senator and
gubernatorial candidate Mike Johnston and former House Speaker
Andrew Romanoff.
A poll done in late July, reported
by The Denver Post , found that Hickenlooper had a 51-point lead over
other Senate candidates, however.
In his video, Hickenlooper said he’s
heard the calls for him to run for

Senate and said he would be considering it.
“People want to know what
comes next for me. I’ve heard from
so many Coloradans who want me
to run for the United States Senate.
They remind me how much is at
stake for our country. And our state.
I intend to give that some serious
thought,” he said. “I’ve been a geologist, a small businessman, a Mayor, a
Governor and a candidate for President of the United States. At each
step, I’ve always looked forward with
hope. And I always will. Thank you."

Denver Mayor Hancock
Third Term Plans

Mayor Michael Hancock launched
his third term with a speech that was
notable for what it didn’t have.
While in previous years he rolled
out new city programs with new
acronyms and new promises, his
annual address this year was more
about poetry than groundbreaking
policy.
“The full measure of what we
do will not be counted in buildings
built or dollars spent, but in futures
secured,” he said as the sun baked
■ Continued on page 6
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■ Continued from page 4
the front steps of the City and County
Building. The audience was a mix of
friends, family, city employees, protesters and passersby.
Hancock, who cannot run for reelection again, contrasted Denver with
a nation torn by strife. Coming off a
victory in an intense runoff election,
his theme was consensus, though he
had to speak over a few protesters for
much of the speech.
On growth and development, Hancock tried to reconcile with annoyed
residents, saying construction must be
directed “where it makes sense” while
neighborhoods will have “a greater
say” on what happens.
The mayor whose tenure began
with promises of economic revitalization focused more of his third inaugural speech on changing the system.
“We are resolved to correct, and correct now, the decades of intentional
bias in our criminal justice system that
trapped generations of families in a
relentless cycle of oppression and poverty,” he said.
“Our streets must change to make
way for more transit riders, bike riders
and pedestrians,” he said, adding that
the city must reduce speeds on its
streets.
“The goal was for us to talk about
unity, and the identity of Denver, who
we see ourselves as a city, and not
about new projects,” Hancock said later
in an interview. “We’ve got enough
new projects to last a decade and a
half.”
In his previous term, the mayor
and city legislators and Denver voters
spun up several responses to the city’s
growth boom. The city has a new
affordable housing fund, reorganized
housing and transportation departments and new voter-approved sales
taxes for parks and mental health. The
third term, he implied, would be about
execution.
As Hancock spoke, protesters
jeered him about issues old and new.
One woman was escorted away in a
police vehicle after standing up inside
the guest seating area and shouting,
“stop the sweeps,” referring to the
breakup of encampments from sidewalks and parks.
Earlier, a separate group, Denver
Homeless Out Loud, delivered an
agenda for 100 days of action, saying
that Hancock should install new trash
cans and portable toilets around the
city, accelerate affordable housing and
end the camping ban. An effort to end
the city’s camping ban failed during
the elections.
Hancock also saw signs deriding
the roundup and killing of about 1,700
Canada geese from city parks, with
one sign declaring that the administration was not “pro-life” and another
saying that “goose lives matter.”
In his speech, Hancock also
returned to a favorite trope: Denver
as a bulwark against national politics
and the federal government. The city
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stands for the rights of LGBTQ people
and for “facts and science” in the climate change debate, he said. With
immigration raids threatened by federal authorities, the city would “shield
our residents from … any radical and
hate-filled agenda.”
Also Monday morning, the Denver
City Council’s 13 members took their
oaths of office, including five new
members who could present new
wrinkles and challenges to Hancock.
- Denver Post

about American lives than they do
their NRA rating.“
A common thread found in many
of the nation’s most high-profile
mass shootings in recent years has
been the use of high-capacity magazines that hold more than 10 rounds
and enable a shooter to fire dozens
of rounds without having to stop
and reload.
In Dayton, Ohio, the mass shooter
used a high-capacity rifle equipped
with a 100-round drum magazine,

which enabled him to fire 41 rounds
in 30 seconds. In El Paso, Texas, and
Gilroy, California, both shooters are
believed to have used an AK-47 style
assault rifle, another high-capacity
rifle.
The legislation, however, would
not apply to high-capacity magazines
already legally owned before the bill
is enacted. It also would not apply
to any military or law enforcement
officers who use high-capacity magazines in their official capacity.

DeGette to Congress:
Pass Legislation Ban
High-Capacity Guns
In the aftermath of three devastating mass shootings in Gilroy, El
Paso, and Dayton, U.S. Reps. Diana
DeGette (D-CO), Ted Deutch (D-FL),
Dina Titus (D-NV), and U.S. Senator
Bob Menendez (D-NJ) are again calling
on Congress to pass their bicameral
legislation to ban high-capacity gun
magazines that hold more than 10
rounds.
“Yet again, we are grieving the
tragic loss of life due to multiple mass
shootings. Thoughts and prayers are
not enough. It’s past time for Congress to act on gun safety measures,”
DeGette said. “One of the most important things we can do, right now, is
ban these high-capacity magazines
that hold more than ten rounds. There
is no legitimate reason for any citizen
to need a high-capacity magazine.”
“High-capacity magazines are
used for one sole purpose: to maximize casualties. Tragically, that’s why
these magazines are used so frequently in mass shootings,” Deutch
said. “We can reduce the magnitude
of death and injury caused in mass
shootings while still respecting lawabiding gun owners. It’s time to move
on this commonsense legislation.”
“The senseless mass shootings in
Gilroy, El Paso, and Dayton provide
three more tragic examples of why
firearms with high-capacity magazines have no place in our communities,” Titus said. “We don’t want to see
any more examples. Families in Las
Vegas and across the country know
all too well the deadly consequences
of inaction.”
"A shooter with a high-capacity
magazine killed nine people in less
than a minute. Republican silence is
acquiescence,” said Menendez. “High
capacity magazines are good for only
one purpose: high capacity killing.
But I hope that the senseless tragedies of this past weekend moves
the hearts of those who have been
opposed to action on reasonable gun
safety measures, such as our legislation to eliminate high capacity magazines. Congress can save lives, if it
chooses to act.
Yet, we will only see change when
the Senate Majority Leader and his
Republican colleagues care more
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Free Full-Day
Kindergarten for All
Colorado Children
This year, Governor Polis and a
bipartisan coalition of lawmakers in the
Colorado Legislature made a historic
investment in our future: Free full-day
kindergarten for all.
Not only does this give every child
a strong start regardless of their zip
code or their socio-economic status,
but it puts hundreds of dollars back
in Coloradoans' bank accounts every
month for groceries, utilities, rent or a
mortgage, saving for college, or other
financial priorities.
With parents able to return to the
workforce sooner and with more flexibility in the family budget, families will
put more money back into our local
economy, which will help everyone.
And as an investment, kindergarten
has an excellent return on investment.
Kids who attend full-day kindergarten
not only have lower special education rates and grade repetition rates,
but are more likely to graduate from
high school and college, which will
strengthen our workforce and our
state’s economy for years to come.
The Colorado Department of Edu-

cation (CDE) has been working tirelessly to help school districts across
the state to implement full day kindergarten.
While it is a school district’s choice
to provide full day kindergarten, we
are seeing over 99% of districts opting
in to give all kids a strong start. The
Colorado Department of Education is
working with districts to pay for desks,
furniture, fixtures, and equipment in
and out of the classroom to prepare for
full-day K this fall.
We are excited to see the immediate impact — parents being able to
go back to work sooner and saving
$300-$500/month — along with the
long term impact of higher high school
graduation rates and lower grade repetition rates for our youngsters.

Up to $500/month
Saved by Families
Up to 63,344 Kids Will
Be Starting Full Day
Kindergarten This Month
Over 5,000 Preschool
Slots Opened Up

Governor and CDOT
Proclaim Motorcyclist
Memorial Day
Each year after Colorado’s
snowy winters, the warm summer
days entice motorcycle riders to the
roadways. However, taking to the
roads has become more dangerous
for motorcyclists in recent years. In
2018, 103 motorcycle riders lost their
lives in Colorado. So far this year, 65
motorcyclists have been killed, compared to 60 at this time last year.
Today, the Colorado Department
of Transportation (CDOT), Colorado
State Patrol (CSP), victims and motorcycle riders gathered at CDOT headquarters in Denver to remember the
103 motorcyclists killed in 2018 and
to raise awareness about motorcycle
safety. A display of 103 motorcycle
helmets provided a visual representation of the lives lost.
Governor Jared Polis issued a
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proclamation designating today as
Colorado Motorcyclist Memorial Day.
“Today we speak for the ones
who can’t be with us,” said CDOT
Executive Director Shoshana Lew. “If
you’re in a car or on a motorcycle,
we want everyone traveling on Colorado’s roads to be watchful and safe.”
The event was attended by victims or their families who shared
stories about their crashes firsthand.
Christi Vigil lost her father in a motorcycle crash, and Christina Hope was
seriously injured following a motorcycle crash in 2017. Christina’s story
can be heard here.
From 2012 to 2018, motorcyclist fatalities have increased 30%.
In 2018, motorcyclist fatalities were
nearly 16% of all traffic fatalities in
Colorado.
This year’s campaign is part of
CDOT’s Whole System – Whole Safety
campaign which aims to reduce fatalities and injuries and “Bring everyone
home safely.”
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Colorado Classic
Women's Bike Event
August 22-25th, 2019 will see the
Colorado Classic presented by VF Corporation return to the roads of Colorado. This year is for the women.
“As a major sponsor instrumental in
bringing pro racing back to Colorado,
we are proud to support the Colorado Classic’s bold move in becoming a
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women’s race,” said Colorado GovernorElect Jared Polis. “It’s a perfect match,
as the Colorado Classic reflects what
our state is known for – innovation
and inclusion – while showcasing Colorado’s diverse outdoor health and wellness lifestyle.”
More than a race, the Colorado
Classic is a movement empowering
women of all ages and abilities to transform their lives and the world through
sports. The race is advancing women’s

pro cycling with harder, longer routes;
unprecedented financial support; and
daily live TV streaming coverage that
puts women’s racing on a global stage.
Schedule and where to watch
The Colorado Classic® presented
by VF Corporation (Aug 22-25, 2019) is
the only women’s standalone pro road
race in the Western hemisphere. Nearly
100 of the world’s best racers from 16
teams will compete in the four-stage
race over challenging iconic Colorado
mountain and urban terrain, starting
in Steamboat Springs, moving to Avon,
then Golden and finishing in Denver.
Thursday, Aug 22 - Stage 1 –
Steamboat Springs
presented by Smartwool
Friday, Aug 23 - Stage 2 – Avon
presented by FirstBank
Sat., Aug 24 - Stage 3 – Golden
Sun., Aug 25 - Stage 4 – Denver
presented by Gates Corporation

Full course routes in each community will be released in late June,
including key details for riders and
spectators about start/finish locations,
mileage, circuit laps, elevation changes,
sprints and Queen of the Mountain
(QOM) climbs.
“We are excited to announce our
four host venues for the 2019 race,” said
Lucy Diaz, COO of RPM Events Group,
organizer of the Colorado Classic.
“These partnerships are paramount
in the success of the event to engage
the local communities around the
racing action and the broader women’s empowerment initiatives. Together
with local organizers we will create
an engaging and exciting experience
while showcasing the local flavors of
each community. Attendees can expect
to see a dynamic vendor expo, rowdy
cheer zones and exciting ancillary
events.”
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Former Mayor Webb
Endorses INC's
Resolution to Preserve
Park Hill Golf Course
Denver's Inter-Neighborhood
Cooperation (DenverINC) members
overwhelmingly passed a Resolution
in support of preserving the Park Hill
Golf Course perpetual open space
conservation easement defined in the
City's purchase in November 1997.
The Resolution has been sent to Denver's City Council.
INC's resolution was also endorsed
by former Denver Mayor Wellington
Webb, under whose administration
the purchase was made and the perpetual open space conservation easement was formed. He stated he was
in favor of supporting the Resolution
at INC's August 10 meeting held at
the Denver Museum of Nature & Science. In his words: "If we allow this
park space in Park Hill to be sold and
redeveloped into a concrete jungle, I
believe no park in Denver is safe."

ADVERTISE
We offer online, FB/Twitter combinations for maximum impact.

www.denvernews.com.co
lododdnews@earthlink.net

"We are asking city council to
protect and maintain the conservation easement of Park Hill Golf
Course and maintain it as open
space zoning," said Cindy Johnstone, Co-Chair of the INC PARCs
Committee. "In order for a developer to develop the property, they
would have to go to council and
ask council first to remove the conservation easement. After that vote,
they would have to come back in
and ask them for rezoning."
In statements made to KUSA
Denver, Maggie Price, PARCs CoChair, also stated, "It’s a legacy
that we have to leave; we have to
leave a legacy of open space in this
growing metropolis."
About INC-The Voice of
Denver’s Neighborhoods
Established in 1975, Denver INC
(Inter Neighborhood Cooperation)
is a voluntary, non-profit coalition of
representatives from Denver’s registered neighborhood organizations
(RNO's), city agencies and others
that gather to promote responsible
city change and growth for Denver.
Membership represents over twothirds of Denver's households. We
focus on citizen education/advocacy and fair-balance presentations
on issues impacting Denver residents. For more information visit
us at
www.denverinc.org

RiNo Office Relocation
and Launch of HQ Gallery

“It’s a perfect fit and central
location” said Weil. This combined
programming will continue efforts
to benefit artists and the District’s
goals.
Watch for announcements early
next month, the RiNo Art District
encourages fans and advocates of
the District to check back for details
and programming announcements
at www.rinoartsdistrict.org.
Highlights will include more
programming, community engagement and opportunity development geared toward artists, makers,
area youth and creative businesses.
RiNo Made put over $100,000
back into artist pockets from art
sales since 2018.
RiNo has also worked in collaboration with Denver Public Library to
hold a range of RiNo Made Salons,
which assist and provided tools to
artists to run their creative business.
(Visit the RiNo Made calendar here.)
We will also roll out an on-street
recycling program later in the year
and are working with Denver Public
Library, Redline Gallery and Focus
Points Family Resource Center to
restore two existing buildings in the
future RiNo ArtPark on 35th Street.
https://rinoartdistrict.org

On July 14, RiNo Art District began
streamlining its office and retail operations and moved to Walnut Workshop
located at 3525 Walnut Street.
RiNo Art District is thrilled to be
joining the creative community at
Walnut Workshop and to be under
the same roof as many of the artists
and makers who contribute so much
energy and vitality to the District.
At the new office location on
Walnut, RiNo will continue to host First
Friday exhibitions and welcome visitors
to find out more information about our
initiatives and district members, which
include over 350 small businesses,
shops, places to eat and drink, galleries,
artists and makers.
With RiNo Art District now running
the CRUSH Arts Festival, the District
made a decision to combine its RiNo
Made Programming efforts with CRUSH
Founder Robin Munro’s announcement of his new HQ Gallery, the CRUSH
WALLS store located in the alley at 26th
& Larimer.

PERSONAL EXECUTIVE DRIVERS WANTED
The Executive Driver provides vehicle transportation, to
and from designated destinations, for C-Level Executives. Must
demonstrate safe driving skills at all times in compliance with
state driving laws. Have and maintain a clean driving record.
Contact Tonycole036@gmail.com

Family Owned & Operated Since 1944

Honest Dependable Mobile Sales and Service
ALL TYPES OF LOCKS
OVER 200 BRANDS
RETAIL & WHOLESALE
• We Will Special Order
• Safes • Locks • Padlocks • Digital • All Types
• Door Closers • Electric Strikes
• Locksmith Tools & Equipment Key Machines
• Builders Hardware
• High Security & Master Keying Systems

303-294-0179
2201 BROADWAY
Five blocks East of Coors Field
@ Broadway & Curtis - Free Parking

DENVER'S LOCKSMITH FOR 75 YEARS!

( Colorado Black Chamber of Commerce )

http://thebinderydenver.com
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Arts LoDown

'Animalia' at
Abend Gallery
Abend Gallery presents “Animalia”, a beautiful glimpse into the
wonders of the animal kingdom. The
artists present stunningly rendered
portraits, captivating settings, and
impeccable technique, allowing us
a close look at the wonders of the
natural and imagined fauna.
Humans have a long-standing
history of fascination, curiosity, companionship and admiration when it
comes to their interactions with the
animal world. Mankind has been fascinated by animals and their ways
since the beginning of time. Art history reflects this curiosity with extensive examples of this fascination.
Some of the earliest examples of
art are the cave drawings of Lascaux
depicting equines, deer, cattle, bison,
birds and human figures.

This exhibition reveals the insight
that no matter what the setting, style
or technique, the use of animals
as subject matter continues to be
engaging and important in the realm
of art.
The role they play in our lives
as companions, or as creatures we
observe from afar, their sense of mystery and beauty continues to inspire
artists and captivate viewers.
Participating artists:
3rd Version, Dina Brodsky,
Phoenix Chan, Morgan Cameron,
Jon Ching, Christopher Clark, Marina
Dieul, Stuart Dunkel, Thorgrimur Einarsson, Dana Hawk, Cody Jimenez,
Criminy Johnson, Lindsey Kustusch,
Shelli Langdale, Claudia Martucci,
Gina Matarazzo, Patrick Maxcy, Ryan
Morse, Josie Morway, Alexandrea
Pangburn, Rob Rey, Jess Wathen,
Michele Kortbawi Wilk, Zane York
https://abendgallery.com

Kirk Norlin: UpClose
www.KirkNorlin.com

Third Friday Art Walk
August 16th, 5—7 pm

CAROL MIER

fashion

754 Santa Fe Drive
Denver, Co. 80204
303 446.0117
www.carolmierfashion.com

Check out this fun, expressive, unique locally made style!
Especially designed
to flatter YOUR
Individuality.
Up-styling
Re-styling,

Over-styling
What do you need?
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Health is Wealth
Depression and
Chronic Pain

time, the stress can result in different
emotional problems associated with
depression.
Why Is There an Overlap?
Depression and chronic pain
share some of the same neurotransmitters -- brain chemicals that act
as messengers traveling between
nerves. Depression and chronic pain
also share some of the same nerve
pathways in the brain and spinal
cord.
The impact of chronic pain
on a person's life also contributes
to depression. It can force you to
struggle with tremendous losses,
such as a lack of exercise, sleep, social
network, relationships, sexual relationships, even a job and income.
These losses can contribute to
depression in people who are vulnerable to clinical depression.
It then magnifies the pain and
reduces your ability to live with it.
It becomes seemingly impossible to
stay active to reduce stress.
Is There a "Whole-Life"
Approach?
Chronic pain and depression can
affect a person's entire life. Consequently, an ideal treatment approach
addresses all the areas of your life
that are affected by them.
Because of the connection
between the two, it makes sense
that treatments for these conditions
overlap.
How Do Antidepressants
Help Both?
Because chronic pain and
depression can involve the same
nerves and neurotransmitters, certain antidepressants are often used
to treat both. Some antidepressants
can reduce the perception of pain.
There is abundant evidence of
the effectiveness of tricyclic antidepressants like amitriptyline HCL
(Elavil) and nortriptyline (Pamelor).

They can be highly effective for
forms of neurologically-based pain
(neuropathic pain) such as migraine
headaches, herniated disks, and
other spinal nerve root problems.
However, because of side effects,
they aren't used as much anymore.
Newer antidepressants such as the
serotonin and norepinephrine reuptake inhibitors (Cymbalta, Effexor),
on the other hand, seem to work
well, often with fewer side effects.
How Can Physical
Activity Help?
Many people with chronic pain
avoid exercise. But you can get out
of shape and have more risk of injury
and more pain. Talk with your doctor
to design an exercise plan that's safe
and effective for you.

Trips to the gym also help ease
depression by releasing the same
kind of brain chemicals that antidepressant medications are thought
to affect.
How Does Talk Therapy Help?
In cognitive therapy, a person
learns to notice the negative "automatic thoughts" that surround
chronic pain. These often are distortions of reality. Some time with
a therapist can teach you how to
change these thought patterns and
make you feel better.
It's also a proven treatment
for depression and can reduce
symptoms of anxiety in those with
chronic pain.

Living with chronic or long-term
pain is tough. When you have chronic
pain and depression, it's even tougher.
Depression magnifies pain. It makes
everyday living more difficult. Still, it's
important to know that medications
and psychotherapy can help relieve
the depression and make chronic pain
more tolerable.
What Is Chronic Pain?
Chronic pain lasts much longer
than would be expected from the
original problem or injury. When pain
becomes chronic, you may have:
- Unusually high levels of
stress hormones
- WebMD
- Low energy
- Mood disorders
- Muscle pain
- Lower-than-normal mental and
physical performance.
Chronic pain gets worse as changes
in your body make you more sensitive
to pain. You may start to hurt in places
that used to feel fine.
It can disrupt sleep and cause you
to wake up at night. This can make
you tired during and not as productive
during the day. The ongoing pain can
cause additional irritation and make it
difficult for you to deal with others. If
you have to care for children or work
full-time, all this may make your life
seem too challenging. These feelings
can lead to irritability, depression, and
even suicide.
What Happens?
Depression is one of the most
common mental health problems
facing people with chronic pain. It
often makes someone's other medicalconditions and treatment more complicated. Consider these statistics:
According to the American Pain
Foundation, about 32 million people in
the U.S. report to have had pain lasting
longer than a year.
From one-quarter to more than
From Planned Parenthood
half of the population that complains
of pain to their doctors are depressed.
On average, 65% of depressed
people complain of pain.
People whose pain limits their
independence are more likely to get
depressed.
Because depression in people with
chronic pain frequently goes undiagnosed, it often goes untreated. Pain
symptoms and complaints take center
stage on most doctor visits. The result
is depression -- and sleep disturbances,
Planned Parenthood is proud to offer the full spectrum of sexual and reproductive health care to everybody - no
matter your race, income, zip code, immigration status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. Call 1-800-230-PLAN
loss of appetite, lack of energy, and
or visit pprm.org to ﬁnd the Planned Parenthood health center nearest you.
decreased physical activity, which may
make pain much worse.
Planned Parenthood is proud to offer the full spectrum of sexual and reproductive health care to everybody - no
Is There a Cycle?
matteranyour
race, income, zip code, immigration status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. Call 1-800-230-PLAN
Pain provokes
emotional
or
visit
pprm.org
to ﬁnd the Planned Parenthood health center nearest you.
response in everyone. If you have pain,
you may also have anxiety, irritability,
and agitation. These are normal feelings when you're hurting. Usually, as
pain subsides, so does the stressful
response.
But with chronic pain, you may feel
constantly tense and stressed. Over

health
and
GreatGreat
health
and
a good sex life are
a good
sex
life
are
things to be proudof.
things to be proudof.
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Animal Matters
'Cats on Mats' with
Denver Animal Shelter

Should You
Fear the Flea?

Cats on Mats might sound like
a Dr. Seuss book, but it's actually a
great way to stretch off the work day
and support felines in need!
Every Wednesday from June
through August Denver Animal
Shelter is hosting Cats on Mats, a
professionally-instructed yoga class
made even more fun and relaxing
thanks to roaming adoptable kittens
and cats! Bring your mat and enjoy
an hour of downward dogs and
kitten cuddles. If you connect with
a special cat, consider beginning the
adoption process!
The hour-long classes begin
at 5:30 p.m. and take place in the
Community Room of Denver Animal
Shelter located at 1241 W. Bayaud
Ave. in Denver.
We are able to accept walk-in
registration if there is still availability
in the class, but many classes will
sell out. By paying in advance online
your spot will be reserved.
For questions please call 720337-1782.

There are so many flea and tick
products out there to keep your pets
comfortable and healthy, that it can
be difficult to keep them all straight!
There are all-natural products, sprays,
powders, topical treatments and
chewable products that can be given
like a treat.
On top of the range of products,
it can also be difficult to keep track
of any potential side-effects you may
read or hear about, and how well
these products even work. Below, the
ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center
(APCC) breaks down common confusions concerning flea and tick medications and sets the record straight on
those pesky fleas and ticks.
Natural Products
Many of the natural products
available for flea and tick prevention
contain essential oils. Unfortunately,
these products tend not to be very
effective. When applied topically,
essential oils can potentially cause
serious irritation to your pet’s skin.
Red and/or itchy, painful areas can
develop.
Applying anything to an animal’s
skin without a recommendation
from your veterinarian is not recommended. Pets can also be very sensitive to the smell of essential oils, and
if essential oils are ingested, pets may

What it means to be a no-kill community
A no-kill community acts on the belief that every dog and cat
deserves to live — and focuses on saving lives through pet adoption, spay/neuter, trap-neuter-return and other community support programs. While a percentage is not the goal, a quantitative
benchmark can help guide lifesaving efforts.
Saving 90 percent or more of the animals who enter shelters is the current benchmark for no-kill.

https://bestfriends.org/2025-goal

have stomach upset signs like vomiting or diarrhea.
Topical Products
Most popular, topical products for
flea and tick prevention are quite effective at helping with fleas. The most
common reactions to these types of
products include mild irritation at the
application site, and stomach upset if
your pet licks the product off themselves. In addition, some pets don’t
like how the product feels, so they may
scratch, sit down or roll over, or try to
look at their own back repeatedly.
CAUTION: There is one ingredient
used for dog flea preventatives that
should NEVER be used on cats: permethrin. Cats are very sensitive to permethrin and if they come into contact
with this ingredient, they can show
symptoms such as lack of coordination, impaired walking, muscle tremors
and even seizures. Unfortunately,
these situations are life-threatening
and require immediate care. Ensure
that you are always using the proper
products for your pets and that you
consult with your veterinarian before
trying any new medications or preventative products.
Oral Products
Oral products are also very effective at controlling fleas and ticks. There
are sometimes concerns about the
safety of oral flea and tick products.
However, in general, there’s no truth
behind these concerns.

Sprays
There are many types of flea sprays
on the market. Most of these sprays
have active ingredients in very low
concentrations but can still cause
some mild irritation to the skin. The
bigger concern in these products is the
alcohol they contain.
Keep Pests at Bay
Fleas and ticks can bring about a
myriad of stresses and concerns for pet
owners including disease and severe
skin irritation for you and your pets, so
it’s always best to ensure that you’re
using some sort of preventative measure to keep these pests at bay. The
best way to keep your pets happy,
comfortable and healthy is to consult
with your veterinarian about which
products are best for your pet’s individual needs.
Once you’ve gotten the proper
product picked out for your furry
friend, be sure to follow the instructions
on dosage. After applying a topical
product or spray, be sure to monitor
your pet to ensure that they aren’t
attempting to lick off the product. Also,
watch your pet for any adverse side
effects after trying a new product.
If your pet is showing any adverse
reactions after receiving their flea and
tick product, or if they get into more of
it than they should, contact your regular veterinarian or the ASPCA Poison
Control Center at 888-426-4435 immediately.

Aug 23, 2019 4:30 pm - 7:30 pm

Enjoy happy hour & meet some adoptable dogs!
A portion of happy hour sales will benefit MaxFund.

bd's Mongolian Grill

1620 Wazee Street / Denver, CO 80202

www.maxfund.org
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R e a l E state

Referencing the urban neighborhood map below, we see
sales up 14%, with
prices
stillStreet
rising
at a 4%1143
clip…
pretty
good!
1590
Little Raven
#904
Auraria
Street #204
1 Bed • 2 Baths • 1,260 SF • $650,000

1 Bed • 1 Bath • 1,046 SF • $350,000

Contact Steve Blank,
Managing Broker at
303-520-5558
38th Ave

avg price

avg psf

median DOM

avg % sold price to list

202
230
+14%

$539,735
$557,806
+4%

$418
$435
+4%

14
19
+35%

98%
97%
-1%

Courtesy of John Ludwig, Broker, LIV Sotheby’s International in Writer’s Square 303-601-1792
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Five Points

Colfax Ave

Golden Triangle

Cole

Curtis Park

N

Riverfront
LoDo
Downtown
er
Spe

# of sales

RiNo

Broadway

Sold data gathered per MLS RES and COND databases

Highlands
LoHi

Uptown

Capitol Hill

York St.

Sold Price Analysis Stats for July 2018 vs July 2019

I - 25

Housing affordability has become one of
the key questions on the minds of buyers
and sellers in virtually every price range. As
a percentage of household income, paying
for your home, whether you rent or own,
will take a bite out of your cash flow. For
most families, the amount typically ranges from 20% to 40%.
The advantage appreciated by most renters is the flexibility a
lease can provide, especially for those that prefer moving every
couple of years.
The financial benefit of owning, particularly if you can see
yourself staying in your home for at least 3-5 years, is simply that
you are now building wealth. Whether you are saving for the
down payment on your first home or perhaps looking at your
current equity build-up to purchase a second or third home; it
may be prudent to view this current market as the perfect storm,
with affordability in mind.
Today you can get a 30-year fixed rate mortgage for 3.5%.
That would make a principal and interest payment of $2,245/
mo. on a $500,000 home loan, add in $300-$500 for taxes and
insurance (and/or HOA fees), and your payment is pretty attractive. Between your payment staying steady, tax advantages, and
potential equity appreciation, the investment benefits are clear.
The good news for buyers, and sellers who would like to be
buyers, is that although prices are still increasing, they are doing
so at a more moderate pace. Year-to-date, our nation is seeing
prices up 4% over last year, while Denver is going to be in the
+/-5% range, which is more than double the rate of inflation.
Home prices are up in 91% of the metro markets across the
country, according to NAR (National Association of Realtors).
This is due, in part, to new home construction not being strong
enough to meet population growth. New construction is actually slightly down through the first part of 2019.
According to statistics from REColorado, reported by LIV
Sotheby International Realty, existing home markets are getting
some relief while enjoying year-to-date growing inventory of

6.5% higher than at this time last year. This alsoWITH
helps houses fly
off the shelves at a slower pace, taking an average
of 32 days to
extraordinary
lives
sell as opposed to 24 days, last year. That said, almost half the
new houses that come on the market are selling in 8 days. This
OF DENVER'S
demonstrates howCONSIDERED
there is stillONE
genuine
interestTOP
andPRODUCERS,
demand
FEW PEOPLE KNOW DOWNTOWN DENVER REAL ESTATE
for homes that are priced right
(competitively), look good, and
BETTER THAN DENA PASTORINI.
are primarily in the mid-price ranges. ($350,000- $650,000). The
As a long time resident of Riverfront Park, Dena serves as a
number of sales were
upat4%
over July
of last year
with
5,732
broker
LIV Sotheby's
International
Realty,
working
with
Sellers and
Buyers throughout
all ofaverage
central Denver.
sold homes, with the Denver
market
carrying an
of 1.8
months’ worth of inventory. I am regularly asked, “Where are
720.233.9096 • dena.pastorini@sothebysrealty.com
the buyers coming from?” The answer according to (sometimes
right) Zillow is that, depending on price range, 42% are millennials ,26% Gen X, and Baby Boomers (70% of the nation’s
wealth) are 24% of the buying population. While 35% are either
divorced, unmarried, separated or widowed and 65% are married. Just to be fair, today’s sellers are comprised of 25% Baby
Boomers, 28% Gen X, 31% millennials (moving up already), and
13% are deemed1590
“theLittle
silent
Ravengeneration”.
Street #507
1401 Wewatta Street #PH4
4 Beds • 5 Baths • 4,071 SF • $3,250,000
Baths • 2,678 SF • $2,000,000
As of June 2019, median home prices2 Beds
are• 380%
higher in
Denver than 2007 pre-recession peaks. But how does Denver
compare to the highest priced cities in the country? San Jose/
Santa Clara areas are #1 with an average price of $1,330,000;
followed by San Francisco/ Oakland at a mere $1,050,000.
Anaheim/Irvine slides into 3rd place at $835,000, Honolulu is
1590
Little Raven
Street
1720Denver
Wynkoop Street
$785,000 and San
Diego
is 5th
at#302
$635, 000.
isn’t#212
inex3 Beds • 3 Baths • 2,484 SF • $1,400,000
2 Beds • 2 Baths • 2,456 SF • $1,189,000
pensive, but can be more competitive, at around $505,000
It might be nice to remind ourselves why we live in Denver.
How about over 300 days of sunshine; winters that average 45
degrees with little humidity, close-by mountains and resorts
(11 world class ski resorts within 100 miles) delightful summers
averaging in the 80’s , all four major sports teams ,the second
1022 Pearl Street #101
2210 Blake Street #402
most educated population
in SFthe
U.S.A., top
toSFretire,
3 Beds • 3 Baths • 2,771
• $950,000
2 Beds 5
• 2 cities
Baths • 1,793
• $869,000
median household income is 25.8% higher than nationally, over
200 parks in the city, , we have become a foodie town and you
can happily shop ‘till you drop. And people are very nice here!

Federal Blvd.

By Steve Blank, Managing Broker
Liv Sotheby’s International Realty in Writer Square
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Month
July 2018
July 2019
% change
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Temporary Tiny Home
Villages Heads to
Denver LUTI Committee
Denver City Council's Land Use,
Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee will review the draft proposal to amend the Denver Zoning
Code to allow temporary tiny home
villages sponsored by Denver City
Councilwoman Robin Kniech.
The committee's review follows
the Denver Planning Board's approval
of the text amendment at its meeting
Wednesday, August 7.
Comments on the draft text
amendment may be sent to Senior
City Planner Andrew Webb (andrew.
webb@denvergov.org).
Input submitted by noon this
Thursday, August 15 will be included
in the staff report presented to the
committee.
Land Use, Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee Meeting
10:30 a.m. Tuesday, August 20
Council Committee Room (#391)
City and Council Building,
1437 Bannock St.
Watch the review live on Denver's
Channel 8 or online at Denver8.tv.
This proposal is separate from
other potential Denver Zoning
Code updates related to group
living. A companion amendment to
the Denver Building and Fire Code
addressing temporary tiny home villages is also underway.
About the Group Living Project
Denver is seeing increasing
demand for non-traditional housing.
With the evolving needs of our
residents in mind, along with recent
changes to other housing regulations, city planners will work with an
advisory committee to evaluate the
Denver Zoning Code’s rules for “group
living.”
This evaluation will include a
review of land uses and definitions
for: households, community corrections facilities, shelters for the homeless, residential care homes, new uses
like tiny home villages, and more.
Based on this evaluation, planners will recommend updates to the
zoning code for some or all of these
housing types.
DenverGov.org/groupliving

Denver Project Stacks
Apartments Like Legos
Europe has a problem with space.
Denver has a lot of people with more
on the way.
So, a Denver architect decided
to take a very European approach
to building new apartments near
Broncos Stadium at Mile High.
“We chose to go with a modular
project in order to increase our speed
to market for the 43 units we constructed here,” said architect Matt Chiodini with OZ Architecture in Denver.
‘Here’ is 1775 Federal Boulevard,
just north of West Colfax in the shadow
of Broncos Stadium. The four-story
apartment building is currently in the
final phases of construction. Contractors still must finish up the plumbing
and they have yet to install siding on
the building, however, getting to this
point in the project took weeks, not
months.
A company in Idaho constructed
the building in sections it calls boxes.
That includes the apartments which,
before they ever arrived in Denver,
were fully finished from drywall and
paint, to the kitchen appliances and
bathroom fixtures. That work took four
weeks.
The boxes were then shipped to
Denver to the work site on Federal and
a crane operator lifted them into place,
stacking them like Legos.
“It took approximately two weeks
to set all of the modular boxes and
bring the building to fruition,” said
Chiodini.
“It only took five crew to set all of
the boxes,” he added. “That crew was
able to set and place 66 boxes in a very
short amount of time, where we would

have required a framing crew, a drywall
crew, finishing for the interior for cabinetry... all of that comes complete from
the plant so we're not spending a lot of
extra time constructing on site.”
The work was also easy on neighbors. Chiodini said road closures
because of the construction were minimal. He called this modular style of
building the future of housing because
it has the potential to cut construction
time in half. That, he said, could be
good for Denver.
“Denver has seen an explosion of
multi-family and we’re still struggling
to keep up. Our ability to shorten that
entire development cycle, to be able
to provide more attainable housing
is really the onus of going with this
delivery method.”
This type of construction also isn’t
new for Colorado. The Idaho company
that pre-built the apartments for the
Federal Boulevard project, was also
hired for townhouse projects in Vail.
- 9News

City Lacks Enforcement
and Procedures to Preserve Affordable Homes

As Denver works to create a new
organization to address housing and
homelessness, Denver Auditor Timothy
M. O’Brien, CPA, found weaknesses in
how the city is making sure affordable
homes stay in the affordable housing
program inventory and making sure
the program is not abused through
illegal rentals and other violations.
“We found problems with how
the city is keeping homes affordable,
keeping people in those homes, and
tracking affordable homes to ensure
they are not misused,” Auditor O’Brien
said.
“The city needs to be better
equipped to preserve its limited affordable housing inventory and to help
people who need the housing get
access and stay in those homes.”
The Auditor’s Office completed
a previous audit of the affordable
housing program in 2018. While auditors identified several areas of weakness
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and the mayor’s office responded by
announcing a new department and
plans to make improvements, auditors also identified other problems
outside the scope of the audit, which
needed further assessment in a new
audit.
“Our last audit uncovered several
areas of concern related to the affordable housing program, and I decided
we had to address them in a second
audit right away,” Auditor O’Brien said.
This new audit found Denver
Economic Development & Opportunity, formerly the Office of Economic
Development, is not evaluating the
affordable housing program effectively. This means the agency is not
reviewing outcomes from its work to
confirm alignment with established
goals.
The audit also found Economic
Development is not adequately
enforcing affordable housing violations, which could allow some homeowners to take advantage of the
system while others who need affordable housing cannot buy the home
they need.
Auditors identified one homeowner profiting by renting out an
affordable home for nearly $3,000
a month, which is not in violation
of short-term rental regulations but
is in violation of affordable housing
restrictions. In another case, auditors
found one affordable housing homeowner attempted to circumvent
covenant restrictions by creating a
company to foreclose on their own
home in Stapleton.
Economic Development began
compliance efforts in 2018, although
affordable home rules requiring confirmation of occupancy have been
in place in Denver for the past 14
years. If a homeowner is found to be
out of compliance with an affordable housing covenant, there are several remediation actions Economic
Development can use. These include
potential lawsuits to recover excess
amounts gained from a market-value
sale of an affordable home or to collect rent a homeowner charged while
violating affordable housing covenants. However, the agency has not
decided to use any of these actions
against violators, as of May 2019.
Further, Economic Development
does not check in annually with
affordable housing owners to confirm it is still their primary residence
and that they are in compliance with
affordable housing covenants.
Auditors found other comparable
cities use annual letters requesting
proof of occupancy to identify possible violators of covenants.
“Although Economic Development has new enforcement efforts, a
lack of follow-through when getting
violators into compliance could allow
some people to continue to profit
by taking advantage of the system,”
Auditor O’Brien said.
■ Continued on page 16
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■ Continued from page 15
Auditors also found several examples of how the city could more effectively manage affordable housing
inventory and address violations
through better communication.
The lack of communication resulted
in some affordable housing owners
overpaying thousands of dollars in
property taxes.
Because Economic Development
did not submit a complete list of affordable homes to the Assessor’s Office,
the assessor did not recognize about
51 homes as affordable. The owners of
those homes were charged market-rate
property tax, and the city will have to
process refunds of about $40,000.
Finally, the agency is not following
best practices used by other cities’
affordable housing programs to preserve affordability of homes through
the foreclosure process.
As a result, some homes have
been foreclosed upon and lost from
the affordable housing inventory when
their affordability might have been preserved and made available to a future
buyer in need of affordable housing.
As of March 2019, Economic Development reported 1,619 locally funded
for-sale homes in the affordable
housing program. However, the agency
reported it lost 236 of those units from
the inventory due to foreclosure and
expiring covenants, leaving the total of
active affordable homes at 1,383.
“While not all foreclosures can be
prevented, it is important for the city to

have a strategy to preserve the affordability of the home whenever possible, before the home changes hands
in the foreclosure process,” Auditor
O’Brien said.
Economic Development chose to
disagree with six of our 12 recommendations. The agency says annual monitoring of occupancy through letters
does not ensure accurate information
and is a burden for staff.
However, Economic Development
already requires some potential violators to sign an affidavit to confirm
occupancy. Economic Development
also disagreed with recommendations related to preserving affordability during the foreclosure process.
“I am disappointed Economic
Development has chosen not to take
seriously all of our recommendations
to rectify the issues identified in our
report,” Auditor O’Brien said.
“Our recommendations could
help city leaders move forward with
a much more efficient and effective
new approach to affordable housing.”

Noise Variance
Request on Central 70
Project Approved
After a five–hour hearing, Denver’s Board of Public Health & Environment voted to extend a noise variance
request by Kiewit Infrastructure Company for nighttime and weekend work
on portions of the Central 70 Project

DEE | KEVIN | MATT
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Construction on Central I-70 Project near residence with sound barrier
running through Denver for another
12-months.
The Board ruled Thursday night
that the variance be approved with
Department of Public Health & Environment’s (DDPHE) recommendations, and a shortened timeframe of
12-months versus Kiewit’s request for
the variance to continue through the
completion of the Central 70 Project,
which is estimated to be complete in
late 2022.
DDPHE will focus on balancing
compliance by the contractor with
best practices and public health standards.
Residents who spoke out against
the variance raised concerns about
vibrations associated with construction, which were recognized by the
board. DDPHE committed to exploring
these concerns. Currently, Denver city
ordinance does not directly address
vibrations.
The Department of Public Health &
Environment (DDPHE), in partnership
with the North Denver Cornerstone
Collaborative (NDCC), committed
to a transparent and public process
that allowed for meaningful community engagement. That engagement
yielded strong feedback which DDPHE
listened to and seriously considered,
and many of the community’s suggestions were either already included in
the department’s recommendations or
added to them.
DDPHE will uphold the decision
of the Board while holding the petitioner accountable to all criteria of the
approval. DDPHE and NDCC pledge an
open-door policy with the community
and intend to continuously monitor
and communicate about construction
activities to ensure the work is done
within the standards and criteria set
forth in the ruling.
DDPHE appreciates the service of
the Board and extends our gratitude
to the community members and to
the Denver City Council members and
staff who participated in the process.
Kiewit is reconstructing a 10-mile
stretch of I-70 to widen it and add
express toll lanes between I-25 and
Chambers Road. It’s expected to conclude December 2022.
The current variance expires September 6.

The Financial Benefits
of Being a Homeowner
Cost deductions
Depending on the size of your
down payment, you may be able claim
the points (if paid) on your loan and
deduct them on your taxes.
Mortgage points are fees paid
directly to the lender at closing in
exchange for a reduced interest rate.
This is also called “buying down the
rate,” which will most likely lower your
monthly mortgage payments.
Property tax deductions
Real estate property taxes paid on
your primary home and a vacation
property are fully deductible on your
income taxes. Local property taxes are
also deductible if they are for repair
or maintenance, or interest charges
related to those benefits.
Deductions on home
equity lines
You can deduct the interest you
have paid on your home equity loan.
Furthermore, you can switch your
credit card debts to your home equity
loan. Consolidating your debt is always
a good idea since the interest rates on
home equity loan or similar type of
loan are way less than what credit card
companies charge.
Capital gains exclusion
After you have lived in your home
for more than 2 years and decide to
sell, you can keep up to $250,000 of the
profits and not owe capital gains taxes.
This amount goes up to $500,000 if
you are married. Keep in mind this
does not apply to short-term gains
and you must have lived in the home
as your primary residence for more
than 2 years.
Buying is cheaper
than renting
Depending on your life plans and
goals, it can be cheaper to buy than
to rent. Over time, it becomes cheaper
to own than rent, especially in cities
where a high rental price would be the
same price as a mortgage. However,
people don't realize that most of the
monthly mortgage payment in the
early years goes towards the interest
payment so it is typically cheaper to
own than rent as long as you hold onto
the property for several years.
- USAJ Realty
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NEIR TEAM

Food • Wine • Beer • Music • Kids Activities • Stein Hoisting • Costume Contest
EVENT LOCATION:

THE HANGER

ALL PROCEEDS

BENEFIT STAPLETON
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

AT STANLEY MARKETPLACE

2501 DALLAS STREET #135 • AURORA 80010

SATURDAY, SEPT 21ST • 4:00-9:00PM

Early bird tickets available at Givetoberfest.com
SPONSORED BY:
Stacy Neir 720.280.3004
Alex Neir 720.935.4399
Laura Fuller

303.646.7443
303.837.9171 • FirstIntegrityTitle.com
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