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  Office Hours 
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday and Thursday 

March 2018 

Volume 64,  Issue 3 

First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

 215 West Elm Street 

 Canton, IL 61520-2496   

Church office (309) 647-1363 

 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
9:00 Worship & Childrenôs Church 

10:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 

10:30 Sunday School 

wŜǾΦ 5ǊΦ DƭŜƴƴ  bŜǎǘƭŜǊƻŘŜΥ /ƻ-tŀǎǘƻǊ  wŜǾΦ bƛƴŀ aŜǊƪƭŜ bŜǎǘƭŜǊƻŘŜΥ /ƻ-tŀǎǘƻǊ 

wƛŎƪ /ƻǳƭǘŜǊΥ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊ aƛǎǝ /ǊƻǎǎƭŀƴŘΥ hŶŎŜ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ 

WƻƘƴ 5ŀǾƛǎΥ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ aǳǎƛŎ  DǊŜǘŎƘŜƴ CǳƭƭŜǊΥ hǊƎŀƴƛǎǘ 

ǿǿǿΦŎŀƴǘƻƴŦŎŎΦƻǊƎ 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ 9ƳŀƛƭΥ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘϪŎŀƴǘƻƴŦŎŎΦƻǊƎ 

Holy Week Worship Services 
Come and join us for the conclusion of Lent at the peak of Holy 

Week!  Together in this significant church season, we have experienced 

the theme ñListen: Hearing That Still, Small Voice and Finding Your 

Ownò.  Letôs continue to listen to Godôs calling through these important 

times. 
  

 

Palm Sunday, March 25th at 9 a.m. 
We celebrate Jesusô entry into Jerusalem. 
  

 

Good Friday, Tenebrae Service, March 30th at 7:30 p.m. 
This service of darkness retells the story of Jesusô 

crucifixion.  Each step Jesus takes closer to the cross, another 

candle is extinguished until the service ends in the darkness of 

the crucifixion of our Lord. 
  

 

Easter Sunday, April 1st
, at 9 a.m. 

Having journeyed from the excitement of Palm 

Sunday through the bleakness of Good Friday, 

we can celebrate the joyfulness of Christôs Easter 

Resurrection with deeper appreciation and joy. 

http://www.cantonfcc.org/
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Financial State of First Christian Church 

Report as of 12/31/2017 
 
The 2017 FCC financial results are in. Our Regular Giving (gifts and tithes from our Congregation) finished the 

year with a total of $245,987. Our budgeted Regular Giving amount was projected to be $257,000 for 2017 so the 

year ended under budget on our giving by $11,013. However, that total of $245,987 included two special gifts 

totaling $15,000 from a church member who now lives in another state. Had we not received these two very 

generous special gifts, our giving would have ended at approximately $230,987 for the year which means we 

would have ended the year $26,013 under budget for our Regular Giving in 2017. With the $245,987 and the 

Ingersoll disbursements we received in 2017 totaling $92,674 and 2017 miscellaneous income of $1,158 that came 

in to the Church, our total resources to fund our work for the Lord was $339,818 in 2017.  

 

The cost of First Christian Churchôs expenses in 2017 ended at $352,521 so we spent $12,703 more than what we 

had in resources to spend. Costs in 2016 were $348,996 so they continue to rise every year. Considering that we 

had several one-time property expenses in 2017 that we did not have in 2016, we actually did a good job of 

holding Church expenses down as much as possible this past year. Part of the reason we were able to hold down 

costs in the Church office this past year is because we were without a secretary for a period of time early in the 

year. Now, Misti Crossland, our new Church Secretary is working on a 20 hour a week schedule versus a full-time 

position for the previous Church Secretary in 2016. Overall, we have done a good job of minimizing our expenses 

in 2017. 

 

Our Board approved 2018 Budget has many traditional and some newer ministries planned for this year. We are 

very excited about theses ministries and the many people who will benefit and will potentially have life changing 

results from the extension of Godôs love through these ministries. The 2018 Budget anticipates that we will 

receive approximately $238,500 in annual gifts and tithes from our Congregation. It also shows that we will 

receive $92,426 from the Ingersoll Trust Income that First Christian Church receives annually. Those amounts 

plus some miscellaneous income puts our anticipated resources at $331,682 for 2018. 

 

Anticipated expenses to fund the many ministries we provide to the greater Canton area and to so many outside of 

our local area who are in need look to be approximately $332,682 in 2018. This is lower than the $352,521 we 

spent this year and is $1,000 higher than the total amount of financial resources we hope to collect in 2018. As 

mentioned above, our actual costs in 2017 were $352,521. To reduce our planned costs to $332,682 in 2018, we 

had to reduce some of our ministries including the Youth Coordinator position to be able to match our ministry 

costs to our anticipated resources in the coming year. These were difficult decisions but had to be made based on 

the lower level of anticipated resources. However, the great news is these anticipated 2018 ministry costs are 

within our ability to make happen if we can all commit to our weekly/monthly giving to First Christian Church. 

To accomplish this level of giving means we really can help bring God and His love to so many people who are 

looking for His help and comfort. 

 

We will soon be sharing the Missional Budget with the Congregation to show the planned 2018 ministries and the 

time and costs associated with those ministries. This is a new format of sharing what we plan to do during the year 

and the costs that will be associated roughly with each ministry. As we look forward to April and the weeks 

following Easter, we will be hearing sermons from Glenn and Nina discussing the great opportunities we have this 

year to make changes in the lives of others in need and to bring them closer to God and share in His love. We will 

also be given an understanding of the costs associated with those ministries. It will be a very enlightening and 

revealing process that will present to us the many opportunities we have before us to share a small portion of the 

many blessings we have been given by God with those in need. We will follow-up these sermons with 

Commitment Sunday which will take place the first week of May when we will be able to commit to the Lord 

(and to ourselves) the level of blessings we will pledge to give to our ministries for the rest of 2018. 

 

Continues on next page: 
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We hope you are all excited about the great steps that are ahead of us this year in helping bring God and His love to so 

many of his children! This could be one of the greatest years ever in the life of our church and we are looking forward 

to working together as a team to accomplish so much. As a baseball fan, I am hoping for a championship season for 

my favorite team (Again) and I am hoping for a championship season at First Christian as well. We have a great team 

and we have the Lord on our team. How can we lose?  

 

Praise God for walking with us every day and inspiring us to share His love and His word! 

 

Finance Chair 

Bruce Edwards  

Budget Comparison sheet for 2016, 2017, and 2018 

  

FCC RESOURCES 2016 Actual 2017 Actual 2018 Anticipated 

Regular Giving  $243,301 $245,987 $238,500 

Ingersoll Trust Income  $93,674 $92,674 $92,426 

Misc/Interest Income  $1,069 $879 $750 

Interest Income  $7 $278 $6 

Totals $338,050 $339,818 $331,682 

  

FCC COSTS 2016 Actual 2017 Actual 2018 Anticipated 

Personnel $239,808 $231,605 $228,885 

Administrative $14,387 $16,106 $15,095 

Christian Education $5,465 $2,962 $4,500 

Evangelism $588 $782 $1,200 

Fellowship/Membership $1,505 $1,490 $1,500 

Property $48,773 $64,211 $44,625 

Stewardship $939 $1,132 $2,125 

Worship $3,340 $3,285 $2,933 

Miscellaneous $292 $111 $0 

Budgeted Mission $33,900 $30,837 $31,820 

  

Totals $348,996 $352,521 $332,683 
  

NET TOTALS -$10,946 -$12,703 -$1,001 
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My Story ðDr. Dwayne Bernard  

 

Why I attend First Christian Church  

 

Why do I attend First Christian Church?  
 To sum it up in two words: Family and Service.  

 Whether in participating in the life of the church or everything 

else in life, Ephesians sets forth our purpose: to live to the praise of 

the glory of God the Father and the name of Jesus. Also ñto equip the 

saints for works of ministry, to build the body of Christ, until we all 

reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God, as we 

mature to the full measure of the stature of Christ.ò 

 I come to church because we are the body of Christ - family, 

brothers and sisters in the lord.  We are called and committed to 

encouraging and building one another up until Jesus comes back. This 

world is getting more evil. In the face of this suffering, we need to 

support and love one another and our neighbor, to be a light in the 
community that draws them to come into the family of God.  

 Jesus came to serve, not to be served. To be like him we too 

have to be servants -at home, at work, in the church and for our 

neighbor, our community.  

 It has been roughly 16 years that I have been coming to First 

Christian. Here I have found a home, more than any other church I 

attended in the past. You have been a family to me, encouraging, 

lifting up, showing the love of Christ, providing a place to serve. I am 

thankful to be a part of this body of Christ.  

Dear First Christian Church, 
Thank you so much for the scholarship! I am excited 
I am allowed the opportunity to continue my 
education. With this money I was able to pay the 
rest of my tuition and buy the book I needed for my 
class! With your help I have been able to leave this 
semester with no debt! I am looking forward to 
sharing my experiences with you and to continue my 
education even further at another University! Again, 

I cannot thank you enough for this scholarship!  
Sincerely,  Mikayla Osborne 
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Children and Youth News  
March 2018 

 

Chi Rho 
5thð8th Grade 

Sundays 6:00-7:00  
 

March Schedule 

3/4-  World Day of Prayer 

 

3/11-  5:30 - 7:30pm Service 

Project:  Family Easter Celebration 

(Resurrection Gardens)  Come help the 

younger children make this fun Easter 

garden! 

 

3/18-  Why Do We Wear Green 

Anyway?  (Who was St. Patrick?!) 

 

3/25-  Noon ï 1:30pm Service 

Project:  FCC Community Meal 

Volunteers  

 

Godôs Kids 

    Kindergartenð4th Grade 

Wednesdays 3:30-5:00 

 

March Schedule 

3/7ï Mary Honors Jesus 

3/14ï Bartimaeus Shouts to Jesus 

3/21ï Jesus Breaks the Bread 

3/28ï No Godôs Kids due to Spring 

Break 

Girl Scout Sunday  
 

Since its founding in 1912, Girl Scouts 
has enjoyed the support of religious 
organizations. Together we have 
enriched the spiritual lives of Girl Scout 
members, each of whom strives from the 
perspective of their own personal belief 

to live up to the Girl Scout Promise and Law. 
The Girl Scout Promise:   On my honor, I will try:  To serve God and my 
country, To help people at all times, And to live by the Girl Scout Law. 
Join us Sunday March 18 th , as we recognize Girl Scouts of all ages at our 
Sunday Worship Service at 9:00AM.  If you are a current Girl Scout- feel 
free to wear your vest or sash/uniform.  
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