
Br ai l l e-t i p ,an  assi st i ve pen

                                Exper ts at the Universi ty of Br istol  have 

developed a sensory pen that can tr ansform  Brai l le in to 

Engl ish text.The handheld assist ive device, which includes a 

one-centim etre sensor  wi th 19 channels program m ed to read 

Brai l le, has dem onstrated h igh accuracy in  ear ly tr ials, the 

un iversi ty states.

              Lead author  Dr  George Jenk inson explained: ?This 

device, Brai l le-t ip, was designed to aid people?s abi l i ty to 

learn independently, and wi l l  hopeful ly form  par t of the 

solut ion to increasing Brai l le l i teracy and al low people to 

r eap the benefi ts of r eading and wr i t ing.?

                    Brai l le-t ip is a com pact soft  tact i le sensor  that can 

be m ounted on a standard pen and is designed to 

dynam ical ly assist wi th r eading and learn ing Brai l le.

                    Flu id channels are used to tr ansm it tact i le 

in form ation fr om  19 sensi t ive areas under  a si l icone 

m em brane to a single cam era which  has real  t im e code to  

r eading Brai l le aloud.

Picture shows the blue colour  broad pen with r ed and white t ip 

placed on brai l led paper  


