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“knowing our history helps us to understand our future”
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Message from the President
by Doug Marvil

Greetings! This month I will be stepping down as
President of the Laurel Historical Society. As with all nonprofit organizations, success is largely dependent on
having volunteers who are willing to step up to the plate
and take on various projects and responsibilities even
when, in many instances, they may not feel entirely
comfortable in doing so. I have been very fortunate to
have had just such a group of individuals over the past
four years and I would like to express my sincere
appreciation to them.
The election of officers for the next term (2015-2016)
will take place at the January 24th General Membership
Meeting at 10:30 a.m. at St. Philip's Church. The
Nominating Committee is pleased to offer the following
slate of officers – individuals who are well known to
Society members:
Ned Fowler – President
Chris Walls – Vice President
Jean E. Edwards - Secretary
Doug Marvil – Treasurer
The Nominating Committee was also asked to
recommend to the President individuals to fill the
vacancies created by those board members leaving the
Board. New at-large members selected are: Brian
Calloway, Carole Groves and Bill Campbell.
Brian Calloway and his wife were both born and raised in Laurel.
Brian grew up near Chipman’s Pond. He works as a Lieutenant for the
Millsboro Police Department. They have three children and are avid
campers.
Carole Groves grew up in the DC area and then lived with her
husband near Annapolis for twenty years. Since 2001, she lived in
Manley Hot Springs, Alaska and worked as a first responder-EMT and
Health Aide for this small village below the Arctic Circle. She bought a
home in Laurel, DE in 2012.
Bill Campbell was born and raised in Laurel. He graduated from LHS
1974 and received his BA, BSN and EdD from University of Delaware
and a MS from Salisbury University. He is currently an Associate
Professor at Salisbury University. He loves history, especially
medicine and nursing during the Civil War. He frequently speaks on
this and has done much research and some writing on it as well.

I would like to thank everyone who contributed so generously
to the 2014 Annual Appeal. We have many expenses during
the year - most of which are related to the upkeep and utility
bills for the Cook House which serves as our headquarters. To
date we have received well over $3,000 from the following
members:
Emily Abbott, William Armstrong, Mary C. Brittingham, Frank & Rebecca Calio,
George & Marlene Collins, Jean E. Edwards, Fay Ellis Jones Eller, Mary Louise &
David Elliott, Barbara Garton Erskine, Edward & Norma Jean Fowler, Gordon
Fowler, Rowland L. Hearn, Katherine S. Henry, Leonard & Ruth Hickman, Dave
& Yancey Hillegas, Mary L. and John P. Janosik, Kendal T. Jones, Linda P.
Justice, Janet Lee, Doug & Edna Marvil, Lloyd Matthews, Bruce Moore, Shirley
& Louis O’Neal, Joyce Walmsley Pepper, Marge Starr, Layton E. Timmons,
Sarah C. Trivits, Earl & Betty Tull, Robert L. Venables, Sr., Chris & Marcy Walls,
Bob Wheatley, Gary & Marilyn White, J. Reid Williamson, James & Janet
Windsor, Harold Wootten, Jr. and Virginia Wootten-Coxe.

Looking ahead, the Board has great plans for 2015. In May we
will participate in the Strawberry Festival by holding an
"Antiques Appraisal" fundraiser at the Laurel Heritage
Museum; Shirley & Louis O'Neal have graciously offered to
head up an appraisal team. The Society will also be offering
ancestry searches again this year at St. Philip's Church on the
day of the festival. In June we will be hosting a long overdue
"Tribute Dinner to Kendal Jones" - a former Society President
and well-known local historian. Stay tuned for more specifics
on both these events. Long range, the Society hopes to
sponsor a "Quarter Auction“ fundraiser during the year and
perhaps a House Tour next Christmas. Let’s make 2015 the
best year ever for the Society.

What better way to end the year than
attending the Open House at the
Laurel
Heritage
Museum
on
December 6th. Over 30 members and
guests enjoyed the Museum, all
decked out for Christmas, including
cookies fit for Santa Claus. We
especially want to thank long
standing members Sarah Marie Trivits
and
Pat
Murphy
for
their
participation in the day, as well as
their ongoing support of the Society.

Upcoming Events:
Next Membership Meeting – Saturday, January 24th, 2015 at 10:30 a.m.

Society Board Meetings – 4th Monday at Cook House - 7 p.m.
Life in Laurel at the Library - Last Thursday at 10:30 a.m.
Open House at the Cook House and Laurel Heritage Museum – First Saturdays 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
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Membership Matters

Collections Corner
by Norma Jean Fowler

This month’s column features two recent donations that
represent two wonderful examples of preserving our histories.
New member Gordon Fowler knew from hearing his mother’s
stories that his mother and grandmother grew up in Laurel.
Fearing these Laurel stories would be lost, he interviewed his
mother, and, as time allowed, wrote up her remarks in booklet
form. He also included family photographs of his greatgrandfather, Orlando V. Wootten Sr. and other Laurel locals
from that time. Now he has donated copies of his book on
Elaine Wootten Fowler to the Historical Society and to the
Laurel Public Library. Reading through it, one gets a sense of
what life was like at the
intersection of Poplar and 6th
Sts. at that time. Perusing such
memoirs is the only way of
time travelling for today’s
history lovers, and we thank
Mr. Fowler for his foresight.
Mr. Fowler presents a
copy of his family’s book
to Norma Jean Fowler
and Doug Marvil.

A second memoir is a scrapbook
compiled and donated by Starrie Smith
Thomas and her brother Robert, children
of local celebrity and seamstress extraordinaire, Nancy Smith
of Portsville, DE who died in 2013 at the age of 95. Emigrating
from Italy as a young child, learning her trade in the garment
district of New York, and later working as a seamstress in the
fashion district, Nancy experienced culture shock when she
married a Portsville native and moved to rural Delaware.
Worse yet was being widowed with two young children not
long after. Ever resourceful, Nancy expanded her sewing
business until she was well known for her exquisite and
creative designs. Brides would bring pictures of what they
wanted, often combining two or three elements from different
dresses. The scrapbook, called Nancy Smith’s Creations, is on
display at the Cook House and we hope to soon create an
exhibit of her work at the Heritage Museum.
Each of us should take a lesson from
these two donations and make an
effort to capture our own memories
before it is too late. My own
parting thoughts are: WRITE IT
DOWN!

Starrie Thomas shows
the scrapbook of some of
her mother’s creations to
Gary White at “Life In
Laurel” in October.
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Membership continues to grow with over 200
individuals, many of these being husbands and wives.
We are very pleased to introduce our newest
members:
Eva Fowler still considers Laurel home, despite having lived in
Washington, DC for almost 10 years. A graduate of Laurel High
School and a history minor at the University of Delaware, Eva
works as the Director of Communications and Resource
Development for The HSC Health Care System, a nonprofit
serving children with disabilities in the Washington area. The
daughter of Ned and Norma Jean Fowler, Eva regularly amuses
her parents by her interest in local history as an “adult,” having
been adamantly against all things historic growing up. She
enjoys returning home, especially to visit the beach, and is often
accompanied by her younger sister, who lives in her same DC
neighborhood.
Layton E Timmons grew up in Laurel and graduated from Laurel
High School in 1950. He won an essay writing contest on “What
Good is the Laurel Airport to our community” and was awarded
free flying lessons and earned a pilot’s license from the Laurel
School of Aeronautics. He began his military career in Laurel on
12 November 1947 when he enlisted at the age of 16 in the
Laurel unit of the Delaware Army National Guard. He advanced
through the enlisted ranks and was commissioned a Second
Lieutenant in 1953. He completed helicopter qualification at Ft.
Wolters, Texas in 1960. He retired in 1991 after 44 years of
service, 10,000 flying hours and the rank of Brigadier General.
He moved back to his home town of Laurel in 1996. Layton
holds an Extra Class Amateur Radio License and enjoys making
worldwide contacts. He has an interest in genealogy and has
traced his ancestors back to Leinster, Ireland in 1670.
Gary & Lorrie Owens Gary Owens was born and raised in Laurel
and grew up on a farm west of Laurel near Sharptown. He is a
1967 graduate of Laurel High School. Gary is also a graduate of
the University of Pennsylvania and Thomas Jefferson University
Medical College.
Lorrie was born and raised in Delaware
County, Pennsylvania. In 1976, she graduated from Ridley High
School and went on to receive a bachelor’s degree in Nursing at
West Chester State College. After raising a family of 6 children
and as a step toward retirement, Gary and Lorrie recently relocated from Glen Mills, PA to a new home on the Indian River
Bay. Gary’s roots go back to the 18th century in Sussex County
and Lorrie has a keen interest in family history and
genealogy. They both hope to learn more about the history of
the Laurel area and be positive contributors to the Society.
Margaret (Maggie) & Vernon Proctor own a house in Northern
New Castle Co but spend most of their time, since 2008, in their
home in Bethel. Maggie is a retired pediatrician and Vern is an
attorney specializing in corporate litigation with offices in
Wilmington. Maggie is a member of the Laurel Lioness Club and
Vern a member of the Laurel Lions Club. In addition, Maggie is
the current President of the Laurel New Century Club. They are
both active members of St Philip’s Church. As Society members,
they are looking forward to getting to know Laurel better.

page 2

Winter 2015

Happy Birthday to us, Happy Birthday to us –
yes indeed, the Society is 38 years old this month.
According to Society records, it was officially organized
January 10, 1977 and incorporated on April 1, 1977.
Founding member and first Treasurer, Jean Quillen
Edwards, said that they burned the midnight oil many a
night; she remembered they would sometimes go to
Johnny & Sammy’s in Salisbury after some of those
meetings. But what she remembers most was the level of
energy and enthusiasm that went into starting the Society.
In addition to Treasurer Edwards, there was President
Madeline A Dunn, VP George Warner, Recording Secretary
Bonnie Walls, Corresponding Secretary Carol Brinck and
Historian Lois Warner. Board members were Elizabeth
Anderson, Carmel Moore, Dorothy LeCates, Edward
Fowler, Richard Givens II and Louis Brinck.

Society Salutes Veterans
Laurel had a beautiful day on November 8, 2014 to
show off its love of its veterans and parades. The
Society was no exception with a shiny blue 1966 GTO
convertible, driven by Michael Murphy (Jean E
Edwards’ son), which by the way won the award for
best vehicle in the parade! Riding in the car were
veterans John Shenk, US Navy Machinist Mate, age
89, and Tom Whaley, US Navy Seaman, age 71.
Accompanying the veterans was the Society’s
President, Doug Marvil. Their poster celebrated a
number of Veterans from Laurel with a number of
individuals’ and “Waller” photos.

There are many people to ‘thank’ for keeping that oil
burning all these years later and while space limits naming
everyone, we do need to thank our Presidents and the
above inaugural Board for their tireless efforts:
Madeline A. Dunn
1977-1980
George Warner
1981-1982
Kendal T. Jones
1983-1990
Edward L. Fowler
1991-1993
Gwen North
1994-1996
Keith Phillips
1997-2000
Kendal T. Jones
2001-2002
Richard Stone
2003-2007
Norma Jean Fowler
2008-2010
Doug Breen
2011-2012
Doug Marvil
2012-2014
The Society currently has well over 200 members – we
hope that number continues to grow and flourish, with the
energy of its founding members. Come and celebrate our
birthday at our Meeting, January 24th at 10:30 at St
Philip’s Church.
The town seal was created by Madeline A Dunn for the
Sesqui-Centennial celebration in 1952; Robert Phillips was
the artist who drew the Laurel flower.

If you would like to remember the
Laurel Historical Society in your estate
plan, you can do so through various
methods of gift planning: naming the
Society in your will or as a beneficiary of
a life insurance policy, IRA, trust, or brokerage account.
You can also create a long-term gift while receiving income
for life through a charitable gift annuity.
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LHS Wish List:
Thanks to members Janet McGuirk and Ann Plummer for
giving us Christmas ornaments, which we already used.
Our biggest wish, of course, is for more active members –
come to a meeting, write an article for this newsletter, be
a caller on the telephone tree, help us keep up our
properties, and the list goes on.
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Early Aviation in Laurel

- special thanks to Jimmy Vreeland for his contributions to this article
Soon after I arrived in Laurel, I spotted sky divers flying overhead and learned there was an
airfield in Laurel. That was about all I knew until new Society member Layton Timmons, in
his bio, said: “I won an essay writing contest in school on What Good is the Laurel Airport to
our Community. I was awarded free flying instructions and earned my certificate from the
Laurel School of Aeronautics. This was the start of my interest in flying.“ He goes on to say
that they even provided him transportation as he had no car. His certificate is below.
Now this was something else – Laurel actually had a flight school! This sounded very
newsworthy so the research began, first with the book “Delaware Aviation History” by
George J Frebert (1998) and then talking with many people. In the process, I discovered
that when anyone talked about the airfield, it was really all about John Reed. I have
learned enough to fill this entire newsletter which of course I can’t do, so here are just a
few highlights.

An aerial view of Laurel one mile south of the
town, c 1968

The airport, with a grass runway, was actually the dream of Randall Dickerson, son of
Howard and Mary Dickerson, who returned from college in 1945 to the family’s Blue Hen
farm in Laurel to open a “crop dusting business and do research on a way of extracting oil
from soybeans”. Unfortunately, he was tragically killed flying his agri-plane after only six
months into his new venture; it was at this point that Randall’s wife, Irene, leased the
entire airfield (52.8 acres) to John Reed, a US Army Air Corps vet from PA, who had moved
to the Laurel area in 1938. I learned that during his military career, John flew greater than
100,000 miles over the ‘HUMP’ (Himalaya Mountains) during WW II. From all accounts,
Planes lined up at the airport, taken in late 1940s,
flying over the Himalayas was extremely dangerous and made more difficult “by a lack of
John on the left, probably after a CAA flight test
reliable charts, an absence of radio navigation aids, and no information about the
with a student pilot.
weather”.
Up until his death in 1980, John was not only the manager of the airfield and the
principal instructor but he also provided aerial support for Delmarva Power & Light
Co for 30 years and was an FAA designated pilot examiner for 33 years. Jimmy
Vreeland, former instructor as well as friend and admirer of John, says that the postwar years, 1946-1949 and then 1967-1972, were peak years for the airfield because
of the GI Bill, which made financing available. There were 6 staff including two full
time instructors (plus John Reed). In an article in the local paper in 1966, John Reed
told the reporter that there were 18 planes on the field and they used as much as
5,000 gallons of gas a month. It is documented that his students came from over 100
miles to Laurel because of his reputation.
They graduated over 2500 students during those peak years, including Laurel residents
Richard James, Danny Alvarez, Jim Yori, Jack Savage, Mark Farrelly and Layton Timmons, to
name just a few. John Reed, Jr of Laurel was no exception; he says his dad was dedicated to
aviation and taught him everything from taxiing planes at age 10 to flying solo at 16.
After John’s death, others stepped up to the plate and to this day, the Dickerson family
oversees the family-owned airfield, which is managed by Rob and Skip Collins. The airfield is
currently home to Skydive Delmarva, who among other things trains US Naval Academy
diving teams for their collegiate demonstration and competition …(wonder how many
members knew that?) It is also home to Air-Ag, Inc. This company was founded by John
Courtney in 1986 and in the early 90's was bought by Rob Collins and operated by him and
his brother until 2014, when Allen and Jeff Chorman bought Air-Ag, LLC and Del Ag Aero, LLC.
Since its inception in 1986, this business has sprayed over 1 million acres of agricultural crop
in the community.
The pictures on this page were provided by
Jimmy Vreeland and John Reed, Jr, and show a
time when Laurel had the “busiest airport on
the peninsula”. John Reed is credited with that
success and with teaching many the love of
flying. He was recently nominated to the
Delaware Aviation Hall of Fame; the Society is
pleased to support that nomination.

Layton Timmons

Laurel School of Aeronautics

John Reed
Jimmy Vreeland, instructor, in front
of a North American AT6
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GLIMPSE INTO THE PAST – 1878-1987:

At the September 18,2014 meeting of the Society, local historian
Kendal Jones took us on a “post card tour” of Laurel. We traveled through town, up one street and down another but
the first three postcards dropped us off at the Del-Mar-Va Campground near Bethel and that’s the subject of this article. I
had the pleasure of hearing about the campground just several weeks earlier when Kendal took me on a tour. Then there
was an article that appeared in the Sunday News Journal in June 30, 1991, where Kendal among others described the
glory days of this “once lovely damsel now clearly in distress” - quote by author Carolyn Lewis. Local residents of the
Campground are currently working on renovations to the community.
Let’s review what the article says: “In bygone years, it was the
most fashionable camp, where sometimes 5,000 people
arrived by horse and buggy, by train and by car from as far
away as Norfolk and Philadelphia”. Kendal said in his
presentation it was a “vigorous center for non-denominational
religious revivals.” Originally there were 64 open face tents
(cottages) built in a circle and there was a tabernacle
(Auditorium) in the center. Kendal remembers in particular
the promenades each evening before and after the revival
services. “The grounds would be packed with people….. After
supper, the boys and girls would get all dressed up and the
girls would promenade around in a circle and the boys would
watch them from the outer perimeter. If a boy liked a girl, he
would say to her ‘This time’? and she’d answer either “this
New trees donated by Buntings Nursery from Selbyville, DE
time”, or “next time” or “never”.
The cottages were merely wooden tents. At night, they would
hang blankets in the front for privacy. People would put
rockers outside on the porches; around the back there was an
outhouse and a water pump. There was also a ‘confectionary’
where campers could buy ice cream as well as a hotel where
campers could buy a dinner for one dollar. There was no
electricity or running water; the campers brought oil stoves
and oil lamps from home. Although the gatherings were
religious, they were also highly social affairs. Thanks to Kendal
and his presentation and postcards, we can clearly imagine
being there, can’t we?

This was the arch over
the entrance to the
camp. In session, you
paid 10 cents to enter.
The arch fell in 1990.
(Photo taken by Kendal
T. Jones.)
The hotel, packed full with campers.

In Harold Hancock’s The History of Nineteenth Century Laurel, the following excerpt from the Laurel-Bethel Camp
Meeting Brochure 1912, courtesy of Raymond Dill appears. It is called Suggestions to Tenters:
 Do not neglect the services.
 Assemble promptly at the ringing of the bell.
 Join heartily in the singing – do not expect to be entertained.
 If any must remain in their cottages do not forget that conversation in the lowest tone is apt to disturb the meeting.
Some things don’t change, do they, except now we have to say ‘Please silence your cell phones!
Laurel DE Historical Society Newsletter
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Welcome to our newest
Business Members!
Laurel Civic Club , founded 1992
M & T Bank, founded 1856
The Whayland Group, LLC, founded 1964
Laurel Petroleum Services, Inc., founded 1999
Seymour Farms, Inc., founded 1995

Welcoming the business community to our membership
rosters acknowledges how important business has been
and is to Laurel’s history. We frequently hear them
discussed at Life in Laurel, Pat Murphy’s column in the
Star or at a Society meeting. Most of our members know
them. On this page let’s step back in time and visit a few
businesses through the lens of Mr. Waller’s camera:
maybe we can stop and pretend to buy a soda at the
Candy Kitchen; admire a trinket at the Laurel 5 - 10 &
1.00 Store; pick up a basket at Marvil Package Co.; buy
some milk from Holly Brook; pick up a tool from Taylor
Hardware; buy some bananas from Evans Variety Store;
or check on some tin roofing at Small & Horsey’s. And
don’t forget to ‘gas up’ at the local gas station– wonder
how much a gallon cost then?

Funds’ Candy Kitchen on Market Street
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Central Ave at W. Front St. – last occupied by Jerry Thompson Ins.

Laurel 5 - 10 & 1.00 Store

Holly Brook Dairy – west on
13 A - new pasteurizing plant

Taylor Hardware – W. Market at Poplar

Evans Variety Store, corner of Market St. & Delaware Ave.

Small & Horsey’s on Central Ave., now part of the Senior Center

Laurel DE Historical Society Newsletter

Marvil Package Company – Poplar Street
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Bits ‘n Pieces

History is Everywhere

by jean e edwards

I think I should call this the oops column. Kendal had to
correct me about my caption in the Fall 2014 newsletter; on
the positive side he has agreed to be my ‘facts’ checker for
future newsletters. The actual band, he says, playing at the
Blue Hen’s baseball game was the Firemen’s Band; they
were a precursor to Laurel’s High School band. “Dad “
Snyder was the director; he was paid to lead this band and
later taught the High School band.

This monument reads:

In Memory of
William Barkley
Cooper, Esq. Governor
of Delaware 18411845. Erected by
Delaware Legislature
1980.

ANSWER TO LAST NEWSLETTER’S MYSTERY: This
marker is located in the forefront of the Old Methodist
Protestant Cemetery, located past the RR tracks on
West St in Laurel. It is actually unknown where Gov.
Cooper is buried but some of his family is in this
cemetery. The Historical Society and Delaware
Legislature joined together to place this marker on
December 7, 1980. LHS President Madeline A Dunn
presided over the ceremony and former Governor
Elbert N. Carvel was the speaker.

I have such fun researching articles and finding pictures for
the newsletter. It is thrilling to have so many people willing
to talk with me about the various subjects, like they did for
the aviation article. I acknowledge I only touch the surface
but hopefully the articles will spark a fond memory and in
some instances share something new.
Life in Laurel is another source of material for this
newsletter. Already this fall we have talked about the
“Tanner” school years, significant fires in Laurel and the
wonderful old Sweet Potato houses. You ‘gotta’ come out –
now we are even having snacks!
Is the Telephone Tree working? Did you get a call OR email
about the Open House in December? Sure hope so; if not
give me a call. Speaking of the Open House, wasn’t it
wonderful? To see so many of you and to feel the Christmas
spirit among all that wonderful memorabilia - it was very
special indeed!
We have so many neat things coming up in 2015, I can hardly
wait. At the January meeting we will elect our new officers
and welcome several new board members and celebrate the
Society’s birthday as well. From then on – it’s full speed
ahead!

The above is YOUR NEXT PUZZLE: This marker reads: US
Coast & Geodetic Survey Benchmark. Who knows where
this is and what it’s all about? This is a hard one!

I’m closing with wishes for a Happy and Healthy New Year.
“Be at War with your Vices, at Peace with your Neighbours,
and let every New-Year find you a better Man” (or Woman).
Benjamin Franklin's 1755 Poor Richard's Almanac

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LAUREL HISTORICAL SOCIETY Membership Application

January through December

Name: __________________________________________Date_____________________
Other family member, if applicable:______________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________State: ________ Zip: __________
Home Phone: ___________________________ Cell Phone: ________________________
Email Address:_____________________________________________________________
Make checks payable to: Laurel Historical Society, P.O. Box 102, Laurel, DE 19956
Individual ($20) ______ Family ($40) ________
Business ($50)________ ($100)_________($200)________($500)________($1,000)__________
We NEED YOU - Tell us about your talents and how you would like to help!
Laurel DE Historical Society Newsletter
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PO Box 102
Laurel, Delaware 19956

SPECIAL THANKS to our friends at Laurel Pizzeria and Abbott’s on Broad Creek for
supporting the Society. Don’t forget the Pizzeria donates 10% of their sales to Society
friends on the 4th Wednesday of every month.
Next Issue: How about food, fashions or perhaps Laurel’s Auction Block. I will be looking for old
recipes --- any one care to share? Please send them on.
The 2014 Board Members
Collections & Acquisitions – Norma Jean Fowler
Membership – Cathy Parker
Programs and Services – Jean Edwards
Community Alliances – Paulette Hyland
Members at large – Scott Phillips
Emily Abbott
Chris Walls

President – Doug Marvil
Vice-President – Pat Murphy
Recording Secretary – Carlene Campbell
Corresponding Secretary – Rebecca Ong Calio
Treasurer – Marge Starr
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