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This months lead article is by Fr Darren A’Court from St Mary & St Melor.
Among the small pile of books
perched on the edge of the
desk in my study, one stands
out from the others; it does so
because it bears no relation to
a book of theology! It is a book
with an intriguing title, The Too
Difficult Box, which is rather
demystified by its subtitle: The
big issues politicians can’t
crack. The intriguing title leads
into an interesting book of articles written by various politicians and others,
edited by Charles Clarke, once Labour Home Secretary, and published in
2014. In his introduction, Charles Clarke acknowledges the unspoken truth
that we probably all know to be true: that there are political issues in every
age which prove too difficult for governments (whatever their make-up) to
address, so they are set aside. The various articles in the book explore a
range of these political porcupines.
I said earlier that this book is curious – being sat on my desk – because it
isn’t at all about theology. But the concept of ‘the too difficult box’ is one
which in various ways faces the Church as well as governments. Christian
belief is full of issues which are difficult to explain, and questions which
elude answers. I am sure you can think of a few yourselves without my help!
If, for understandable reasons, politicians find themselves unable to tackle
the contents of the ‘too difficult box’, the result is usually negative: changes
which are needed are not contemplated, let alone actioned. Being a human
institution, the Church has its own share of intractable issues, of course, and
there are arguably examples of these which have only begun to be examined
at a late stage, perhaps too late for some.
But when it comes to questions of faith, of belief, while there are probably
many things in the ‘too difficult box’ because we struggle to explain them
adequately, perhaps, this is not necessarily a bad thing.
Continued on page 15
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Special points of
interest
•

Spring Concert!

•

Evensong at Salisbury
Cathedral.

•

Join the Sociable Strollers.

Joke of the Month
Submit yours at maryandmelor.com and go to the Amesbury Messenger page.

Annual Parochial Church Meeting
The APCM of St Mary and St Melor Church, Amesbury, will take place on Wednesday 18th April at 7pm in
the Wyndham Hall.
All residents of the parish are welcome to attend, however only those who are on the Electoral Roll may
vote on any matters discussed.
Please submit any questions in advance, and in writing, to the PCC Secretary Rachel Verbinnen, using the
email wyndhamhall@hotmail.com.

Spring Concert
Saturday 21 April at 7.30pm, at the Abbey Church of St Mary & St Melor,
Church Street, Amesbury.
Tickets £10 on the door or from www.salisburycommunitychoir.org
Palmeri's Mass 'Misa a Buenos Aires'
Rutter, Swingle, Pitoni
Les Miserables, My Fair Lady, Mr Lear and more!
In aid of church funds, supporting music development.
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Evensong in Salisbury Cathedral
On Thursday 12 April at 5.30pm, the Abbey Church Choir of St Mary and St Melor will sing Choral Evensong
in Salisbury Cathedral, as the Cathedral Choir is on holiday.
Music:
Responses: John Reading.
Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis: Herbert Sumsion in A.
Anthem: A Clare Benediction: John Rutter.
All are welcome.

Do you have something interesting to say? We want to feature your article!
Contact us using the information on the back page.
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Changes to Sunday Evening Services
The Sunday evening services at St Mary and St Melor will change after Easter. Sung Evensong on the 2nd,
3rd and 4th Sundays of the month will no longer be held due to ongoing limited attendance. All other
services are unaffected.

Amesbury May Fayre

The Amesbury May Fayre is back, and bigger than ever!
With all your favourite stalls, including fantastic tea and cake provided by the Friends of Amesbury Abbey
Church, put it in your diary now so you don’t miss out.
Look out for details of the Amesbury Bake Off
Competition, coming soon! Keep an eye on the Facebook
page for updates on stalls, events and prizes to be won
on the day.
We are looking for event sponsors. If your business would
like to sponsor the May Fayre or provide a raffle prize,
please contact amesbury.messenger@yahoo.com.
You can register a
www.maryandmelor.com.

stall

or

table-top

at
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Sociable Strollers
We meet on the first Saturday of each month for a friendly walk for up to an hour and a half. We start at
a pub in South Wiltshire and end with lunch there if you wish to join us. You do not have to be a
member of the church to take part.
The March walk was to be on the very snowbound Saturday, so we cancelled the planned walk, but went
ahead with the pub lunch. As this was on Archers
Gate it meant that most people had to trudge
through the snow to get there, so we didn’t feel it
was cheating, and the get-together was well
worth it!
On Saturday 7th April, we move a little further
away and base our walk on the Black Horse in
Great Durnford. We will meet at St Mary & St
Melor Church at 10.30am (to share cars) or
11.00am at The Black Horse and our route will
bring us back to lunch there by about 12.30.

If you and your friends would like to join us, or have any queries, please contact Jeanette A’Court 01980
259054 or sign the list on the bier in the St Mary and St Melor (as soon as possible as, if the group is
large enough, we may have to pre-order our lunch).

Farewell to Bishop Edward
A Choral Evensong will be held at St John’s Church, Devizes, on Sunday
15th April at 6pm, followed by refreshments, to wish farewell to Bishop
Ed.
The service is open to all and tickets are not required.
anyone wishes to donate towards a gift for him, please send cheques
made out to Salisbury DBF - marked on the reverse of the cheque who
the gift is for - to Lucinda Herklots at Church House, Salisbury SP1 2QB.
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Wholeness and Healing Ministry
Wholeness and Healing ministry in its current form has been offered
regularly during the parish eucharist at St Mary and St Melor, but with
consistently little uptake.
The Wholeness and Healing team have now decided to suspend this
provision for the next twelve months, with a review of the situation
planned half-way through this period.
If you have any thoughts about whether such a ministry is needed, and
about the way in which it should be offered in the future, please contact
Father Darren A’Court. Your input would be much appreciated.
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Bookworm Book Reviews
By the Reverend Wenda Rioch. This month: A Season to rejoice!
This Most Amazing Day - The Easter Experience compiled by Christopher Herbert
A 'pocket' anthology of short poems and readings exploring grief and glory, death and resurrection
“…. I thank you god for most this amazing day: for leaping greenly spirits of trees
and a blue true dream of sky; and for everything which is natural
which is infinite which is yes
I who have died am alive again today, and this is the sun's birthday; this is the
birth day of life and of love and wings: and of the gay great happening illimitably earth…”
e.e.cummings
ISBN 0 7151 0431 3 Church House Publishing

This Risen Existence – The Spirit of Easter Paula Gooder
What does Jesus' resurrection mean for you?
We are taken on a journey through Easter to Ascension Day and Pentecost. A very readable book which
encourages us to think more deeply and seriously about what resurrection means to us and how we live our
lives. Also contains some personal anecdotes which encourage us to stop and ponder.......
She writes....”Not long ago, at dinner, one of my daughters asked a question that, in my view puts into words
somewhat beautifully the meaning of our resurrection existence. In the midst of the hurly burly of serving
and eating dinner, she suddenly said: “How does Jesus make us real?” Then as my husband and I reached for
an answer she continued, “Does he draw us first and then colour us in?”...This, to me, is a wonderful
description of the resurrection life.”
ISBN 9 781853 119965 Canterbury Press

Our Sound Is Our Wound: Contemplative listening to a noisy world Lucy Winkett
A beautiful and unusual book, rich in imagery and story exploring the spiritual implications of the sounds we
hear.
In the Forward, Rowan Williams writes '...The way we produce sound becomes a crucial part of how we find
our way around a human world – a world in which other people are making these sounds, sometimes puzzling
us, sometimes delighting us....the phenomena we are thinking about give an extra dimension to the hallowed
biblical truth that creation begins with the uttering of a Word....the truth that God shares, God offers, himself
so that all created things are like echoes of that eternal sound.'
Continued overleaf...
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Bookworm continued...
Our Sound Is Our Wound continued...
Lucy Winkett trained as a professional singer and
spent time living with a L'Arche community
before being ordained in the Anglican Church.
She was the first woman to minister at St. Paul's
Cathedral, later becoming Precentor.
ISBN9 780826 439215 Continuum Publishing

Especially for 'Little Ones'
Can't you Sleep Little Bear? Martin Waddell
A favourite, comforting bedtime story for 3-6year olds, with lovely illustrations.....
Put on the jim-jams or nightie – curl up while Mum or Granny reads....God bless and sweet dreams!
Available in a variety of editions – also 'Pop-up', on line from Amazon.

If you would like to recommend a book which you have read recently, please submit your suggestions to
amesbury.messenger@yahoo.com. Don’t forget that there is a bookshelf of books freely available for you
to borrow next to the Jesus Chapel in St Mary and St Melor.

Come and Praise!
Your Ad Here

'Come and Praise' is the name of our new,
informal and relatively short service held on most
Sundays at 11.30am. If you want to 'dip your toe'
into worship, come and join us almost every
Sunday. If you want to go to a communion service
that is family-friendly and easy to follow, come
along on the third Sunday of the month. If you
want to see what happens in a baptism and help
celebrate it, come and be part of it on most
second and fourth Sundays. Whatever it is you're
seeking, this service is for you and everyone is
welcome. If you have any queries please don't
hesitate to contact Fr Darren on (01980) 259054.

The Amesbury Messenger is freely available to all
residents and visitors in our parish. In order to
keep it free, we rely on advertising revenue.
Do you have a local business or endeavor which
you would like to advertise?
The Amesbury Messenger is seen by over 500
people every month and is also available online
to a growing audience. Our fees are highly
competitive with other local publications.
For more information about advertising with us,
please see the back page for our contact details.
10

April Crossword Puzzle

Short but tough!

Across
2. The complete absence of sound.

Down
1. The process of preserving a condition or
situation, or the state of being preserved.

4. Steadfast fidelity.
3. To feel anxious or troubled.
5. A solemn ceremony consisting of a series of
actions performed in a prescribed order.
6. Areas of land covered in trees.

4. An underlying basis or principle.
6. Alcoholic drink made from fermented grape
juice.

7. Excessive speed or urgency.
7. A feeling of expectation and desire.
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Regular Services
The Abbey Church of St Mary and St
Melor
Sunday
08.00
10.00

11.30
18.00

Amesbury Methodist Church

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Eucharist followed by
refreshments in the Wyndham Hall
Come and Praise (all-age service) (not
Easter Day and Christmas Day)
Evening Service (1st
Sunday only– Choral Evensong)

Sunday
10.30
18.00

Worship with Junior Church
Worship

Tuesday
10.30

Prayer Time

Wednesday
19.00

Bible Study

Sunday (Fourth Sunday of the month)
14.30
Faith and Light

Monday to Friday
08.30
Morning Office
16.00
Evening Office
Wednesdays
11.00
Eucharist, followed by refreshments
in the Wyndham Hall

Amesbury Baptist Church
Sunday
10.30

Amesbury Christ the King Church
Sunday
10.30am

Mass

Wednesday
10.30
12.15-12.30

Monday to Thursday
09.00
Morning Prayer
09.15
Mass

Friday
17.00
18.00
Saturday
07.15-17.45
18.00

Sunday Service
(Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays)

Bible Study
Lunch with speaker
(2nd Wed in the month)

Holy Hour
Mass
Contact information for all Churches can be found
on the back page

Confession
Mass
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March Crossword Answers
Across
2. Bookworm 7. Procession 10. Assistant 12. Ramblers 15.Denomination

16. Druids

Down
1. Volunteer 3. Advertise

4. Countryside

9. Easter

13. Pilgrim

11. Orchard

5. Refreshments

6. PlayStation

14. Boat

Regular Groups
Monday
10.30, 17.30, 19.30
Slimming World
14.00-15.30
Memory Café
18.30-19.30
Aerobics, Hula & Pump
20.00
Scottish Country Dancing
Tuesday
09.30-10.00
Music Bugs
14.00
Archers Songsters
17.45
Girls Brigade
18.30-19.30
Tums, Bums & More
19.00
AA meet
Wednesday
12.00-14.00
Simple Fayre Lunches (fourth Wed)
13.00
Alabare
17.30, 19.30
Slimming World
18.00
Tai Chi
19.00-21.00
Amesbury Community Theatre (ACT)
Thursday
09.30-11.30
Noah's Ark (Mums and Tots)
10.00
Mencap
13.00
Yoga
14.00-16.00
Noah’s Playlist Singing Group
19.30
Music group practice
18.30-19.30
Aerobics Plus
20.00
Scottish Country Dancing
Friday
09.30-11.00
Wyndham Toddler Group
19.00-20.30
Wyndham Youth Club
19.15-20.30
Belly Dancing
Saturday
09.00
Men's breakfast (Second Saturday)
09.00
Women's breakfast (Last Saturday)
10.00-11.30
Coffee Morning
Some groups are subject to change and may only run in term time
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Baptist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Baptist Church
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church

Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Baptist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Baptist Church
Baptist Church
Methodist Church

8. Sacrament
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Lead Article Continued...
Continued from page 1...
Theologians write thousands of books of the kind on my desk in their efforts to open the ‘too difficult box’
of the Christian faith, but such efforts are always partial and never complete. This is not (usually) a
judgement of the quality of the authors, but a recognition that much of the Christian faith, by definition, is
beyond our (full) comprehension; in short, it has the character of divine mystery. Because we cannot fully
explain everything about God, we must approach in faith and trust. The presence of mystery points to the
wonder of God and invites us to contemplation and that response we call faith.
The resurrection of Christ that we celebrate on Easter Day and every day is a divine mystery. Encountering
the empty tomb of Jesus, neither Mary Magdalene nor his disciples could make sense of what had
happened until the risen Christ appears to Mary Magdalene and calls her by name, then appears to the
disciples and shows them his wounds. St John’s Gospel (Chapter 20, verse 31) states that these signs of
Jesus “are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that
through believing you may have life in his name.” Here, the ‘too difficult box’ is opened for us and we are
invited to look inside, in awe, wonder - and hope.

The Bible in 50 Words
God made, Adam bit;
Noah arked, Abraham split;
Joseph ruled, Jacob fooled;
Bush talked, Moses balked;
Pharaoh plagued, People walked;
Sea divided, Tablets guided;
Promise landed.
Saul freaked, David peeked;
Prophets warned, Jesus born;
God walked, Love talked;
Anger crucified, Hope died;
Love rose, Spirit flamed;
Word spread, God remained.
Author Unknown

The Wyndham Hall is looking for more regular user groups.
Visit www.maryandmelor.com and navigate to the Wyndham Hall page and like us on
Facebook. Just search “Wyndham Hall”
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Contact Information
The Abbey Church of St Mary And St Melor & The Wyndham Hall
Fr Darren A’Court
Tel: 01980 259054
Email:
Fr.darrenacourt@gmail.com
Web: www.maryandmelor.com
Facebook: @Maryandmelor

St Mary and St Melor
Church Street
Amesbury
SP4 7EU

WYNHDAM HALL BOOKINGS:
Tel: 01980 677244
Facebook: Wyndham Hall
Web: www.maryandmelor.com
Email:
Wyndhamhall@hotmail.com

Amesbury Baptist Church
Revd Barry Davis
Tel. 01980 625255
Email: davis.barrym@gmail.com
Website: www.amesburybaptist.org.uk

Facebook: @amesburybaptist
Amesbury Baptist Centre
Butterfield Drive
Amesbury, SP4 7SN

Amesbury Methodist Church & Hall
Rev. Paul Rees
Tel. 01980 676766
Email: paulrees678@msn.com
Junior Church Coordinator
Tel. 01980 623563

HALL BOOKINGS:
Liz Rose
Tel: 01980 623541
Amesbury Methodist Church
High Street
Amesbury SP4 7ET

Roman Catholic Church of Christ The King
Fr Anthony B. Paris
Tel: 01980 622177
Website: www.amesbury.cliftondiocese.com
Email:
Amesbury.christtheking@parish.cliftondiocese.com

4 Lords Croft
Amesbury
Wiltshire
SP4 7EP

ADVERTISING in the AMESBURY MESSENGER
Advertising in the Amesbury Messenger is easy and can get your business seen by over 500 people. Just go to our
website: www.maryandmelor.com and navigate to the Amesbury Messenger page and fill out a contact us form.

Amesbury Messenger Enquiries
Editor: Mark Verbinnen: 01980 677311
Email us: amesbury.messenger@yahoo.com

Sally Down: 01980 624085
Website: maryandmelor.com
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