One of the dangers that we constantly face, 


is seeing the splinter in someone else's eye 


and missing the log in our own.  

This can be seen at times in reactions to the Gospel as a whole 


and the  Easter story especially.  

This story of the Passion is sometimes dismissed as people 


who were more archaic


or not as sophisticated as we are today. 

Then, we can believe that since we know Jesus, 


all of these sin issues have been solved


and none of them apply to us.  

My hope for tonight 


is to walk through this story 


and highlight where these sin issues remain today.  

The piece that we have to hold in tension is,


 just because they remain today, 


does not mean that what Jesus did, 



did not work.  

It means 


that we are not yet fully living into the reality 



that Jesus brought to us through his death, 




to deal with our debt 



and Jesus' resurrection 




to give us new life.  

Tonight 


we will focus mainly on the debt that we still hold on tight to.  

47 While Jesus was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, 48 but Jesus asked him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” 

Do those we love, still betray us?  

Do our closest friends still let us down?  

Do we betray and hurt those closest to us?  


Probably more than we do our enemies.

49 When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, should we strike with our swords?” 50 And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear. 
51 But Jesus answered, “No more of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and healed him. 
Do we still cling to power and might to make right, 


even in the midst of Jesus.  

Have we as the church 


adopted Jesus' suffering ways yet?
52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the elders, who had come for him, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come with swords and clubs? 53 Every day I was with you in the temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your hour—when darkness reigns.” 

Think of the hours that darkness has reigned over our lives.  


Where we put on an appealing show for the world, 



until the night sets in 



and we allow the brokenness of our heart to reign.  


Domestic violence 


and sexual assault have increased during COVID, 



in a state that already led the nation.

54 Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest. Peter followed at a distance. 55 But when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. 56 A servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, “This man was with him.” 
57 But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said. 
58 A little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” 

“Man, I am not!” Peter replied. 
59 About an hour later another asserted, “Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean.” 
60 Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. 

How often have we denied knowing the man?  


Maybe not as directly as Peter did, 



but missed chances to share the good news.  



Knowing we should pray, 




but thought we could handle it ourselves.
Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.” 62 And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

Did we weep bitterly afterwards or just cross it off to a, 


get them next time attitude.

63 The men who were guarding Jesus began mocking and beating him. 64 They blindfolded him and demanded, “Prophesy! Who hit you?” 65 And they said many other insulting things to him. 
Multiple stories came 

and continue to come across the headlines this past year 


about people being beaten.  

Even the two presidential candidates talked about getting into a fist fight, 


because it has an element our fallen nature responds to.  

But the mocking takes on a less toxic name 


in trolling for the internet.  

The beating up the weaker also happens on the school playground and elsewhere.  


Our fear of man 


and lack of trust in God 



is ever present in all situations.

66 At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief priests and teachers of the law, met together, and Jesus was led before them. 67 “If you are the Christ,” they said, “tell us.” 

Jesus answered, “If I tell you, you will not believe me, 68 and if I asked you, you would not answer. 69 But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the mighty God.” 
70 They all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?” 

He replied, “You are right in saying I am.” 
71 Then they said, “Why do we need any more testimony? We have heard it from his own lips.” 

This was supposed to be a trial.  


It is injustice done in broad daylight.  

Instead of investigating the facts, 


the court of public opinion held trial 



and reached a false conclusion.  

The power of gossip continues to this day.
Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 2 And they began to accuse him, saying, “We have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar and claims to be Christ, a king.” 
3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?”

“Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied. 

Taking statements out of context 

or selecting only supporting truths 


instead of the whole truth 



helps us win, 


but does not bring God's Righteousness into our world.  

But that sliver is easier to focus in on 


than the plank in our eye.
4 Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no basis for a charge against this man.” 
5 But they insisted, “He stirs up the people all over Judea by his teaching. He started in Galilee and has come all the way here.” 

What happens when we don't make the move from being peacekeepers 


to being peacemakers?  

Our world has plenty to be stirred up by.  


The stirring brings change, 



usually for the better, 




if peacemakers are involved, 




instead of peacekeepers.
6 On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. 7 When he learned that Jesus was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. 

Is it comforting to know 


we are not the only ones who want to pass on a problem to someone else 



instead of fixing it?
8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been wanting to see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform some miracle. 9 He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10 The chief priests and the teachers of the law were standing there, vehemently accusing him. 11 Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate.

How do you react when your hero's disappoint?


Do you accept their limitations 


or take out your frustration with ridicule and mocking?  

It takes the edge off the disappointment, 


but doesn't solve anything.
 12 That day Herod and Pilate became friends—before this they had been enemies. 

Do you work in a world 


where everyone is either your friend 


or your enemy?  

Only uniting with those who help you destroy a perceived greater enemy?  


What if that worldview changed?
13 Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, 14 and said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined him in your presence and have found no basis for your charges against him. 15 Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death. 16 Therefore, I will punish him and then release him.” 
18 With one voice they cried out, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!” 19 (Barabbas had been thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.) 

Do you find peer pressure 

or the fear of man 


leading what should be an easy and clear decision of what is right and just 



into something tainted and unjust?  


Welcome to the power of sin.
20 Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. 21 But they kept shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 
22 For the third time he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has this man committed? I have found in him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore I will have him punished and then release him.” 
23 But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided to grant their demand. 25 He released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, the one they asked for, and surrendered Jesus to their will. 
The number of falsely convicted 

and those guilty 


but given special privileges 



grows every year.  


In the national incarceration numbers, 


and in our personal lives 



where those who have hurt us 




continue to have an unfair bias.

26 As they led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A large number of people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. 28 Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the barren women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30 Then 

“ ‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” 

and to the hills, “Cover us!” ’
31 For if men do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

Do we get our priorities out of whack 

and misunderstand the ways of God? 


God's great work of redemption was before them 



and they were not ready to see it come to fruition.
32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 33 When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 

Our reactions are often misinformed and misplaced.  


We do not know what we are doing.  



Someone is in the midst of a divorce 




and we think this is our chance to date.  



Someone is leaving town 




and it is a chance at their house or job.  


Then our whole betting world, 



from actual Las Vegas odds 



to Wall Street 




are based on someone losing.

35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.” 
36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 

We have our ideals about how the world should work.  


As we already talked about during Lent, 



those are based on outdated models of man, 



not the way of the Kingdom of God. 


Which model are your using?
38 There was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the jews. 
39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 
40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 

Where is your fear of God?
42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
43 Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
Why should Jesus remember you in his Kingdom?
44 It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45 for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last. 

Where in your life has the sun stopped shining?
47 The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this was a righteous man.” 48 When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they beat their breasts and went away. 49 But all those who knew him, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things. 

There are many places to be in this text.  


Where are you?  



Praising God, 



beating your breast, 



or standing at a distance and watching?  


All saw the same thing, 



each had a different response.  

There is room to move.

50 Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a good and upright man, 51 who had not consented to their decision and action. He came from the Judean town of Arimathea and he was waiting for the kingdom of God. 52 Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body. 53 Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the rock, one in which no one had yet been laid. 54 It was Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was about to begin. 

Joseph did not consent to the decision 


or action.  

But it did not stop there.  


He then worked to make the best of the mess that was left, 



using what he had. 

It is easy to point out all of these problems, 


these planks in our own eye.  

Are you also finding solutions to the problem.
55 The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. 56 Then they went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment. 

The women also followed 


and then prepared to make the best of the situation 



and do what they could to address the issue of Jesus being dead.  

Of all of the issues that we have highlighted tonight, 


which one is Jesus calling you to go home 



and prepare to address, 


so that you too might be obedient to the Kingdom building work Jesus is doing?
We are no different than the generations before us.  


Our sin is running amuck, 



even as people who know and walk with Jesus.  

While it looks like tonight 


that death has conquered, 

I invite you to join us after the Sabbath 


to celebrate the Lord's day 


and be reminded why even if we are not perfect, 



we can strive towards addressing who we are 



and become who God intended us to be.  


People who can see clearly 



because they have addressed the planks in their own eye 



and helped their neighbors with the splinters afterwards 




as well.

