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Thank you to all the people who have contributed to this
edition, as well as our managers, activities directors, and
coordinators.
Please submit your ideas or articles in writing or by email
with your name, address and phone number.
Doug or Robin Vaughan, 11109 Peru Creek Dr.
(813) 503-6255 (813) 217-1141
douglasmvaughan@gmail.com
robinavaughan@gmail.com

By: Bill Brimmer
Now is the time of year that we give thanks for all the good
things. Among them is the fact that many of our friends that
were unable to come last year are finally returning.
It’s the season of peace, goodwill that we bestow on all, followed by a new beginning where we promise ourselves that
we will change for the better.

Prudy and Dave Hodsdon
By: Prudy Hodsdon
Happy New Year to All! 2022 is going to be a happy and
healthy year!
We have lots of activities planned, so keep a close eye on your
calendar. Just a reminder – the newsletter must be submitted
to the printer in the middle of the month prior its publication.
Sometimes the activities on the calendar are not finalized
before submission. There may be instances where dates and/
or times of activities change. Friday morning coffee begins at
7:45, with the meeting starting at 8:30, and is the best place to
keep up to date on changes. So, make sure to come to coffee!
Always looking for volunteers! It’s a great way to get to know
people and keep busy. If you have any ideas for entertainment,
cards or trips, come and see me or call 603-312-1461.

VOLUNTEERING

By: Bunny Connor
I am in my thirty-sixth year here at Rice Creek. Needless to
say, I have seen many changes, some good, but some not so
good. That is progress as we also change. When we first came
here, we were in the younger group and very active. Alan and
I both played golf. Naturally, we played whenever we could.
Alan was involved with the men’s group, and I eventually
became the coordinator for the lady’s golf group. A position
I held for five or six years. We had large groups playing on
a Wednesday, sometimes as many as 20 ladies! I think the
men had even larger groups. We had two groups of ladies:
the serious players and the group who sometimes had good
scores, but mostly had fun. The highlight of each season was
the tournament where the ladies played the men. We played
at Diamond Hill, best ball. Thankfully, I was a good putter and
could hold my own. The men treated us like queens, and we
loved playing with them. We would end the season with our
banquet. I played until I was in my early nineties and my knees
started to betray me. I had to retire my clubs, but I did love
playing and we made lifelong friends.
We also joined other groups, as we felt that was the best
way to get to know people. For eight years I volunteered as
coordinator of decorating the hall. I also taught stained glass
for eight years. At one time I knew almost everyone in the
park. Sadly, I only know a few now. Lesson from this former
volunteer – get involved! You won’t be sorry! Not only will you
get to know wonderful people, but you will also have fun!
The one thing that has never changed in all these years has
been the super people that make their winter homes here in
Rice Creek. Some move back north as they age, and sadly, quite
a few have passed away. A few of us have made Rice Creek our
permanent homes, although most of us do go back home for
short vacations to visit with family and friends. We are always
glad to get HOME! Naturally, the permanent residents bond
while the rest of our Rice Creek family goes north for the summer. We still have our Friday morning coffee meetings, nickel
bingo, and on Wednesday evenings a group of us get together
for dinner at different area restaurants. We get together to
celebrate holidays, and many other times because we enjoy
being together! A group of us meet each morning at the pool
for exercise and gabbing.
I am looking forward to more and more of our Rice Creek
family returning. Welcome home, so glad you could make
another season! The few that cannot come back this season,
you will be sorely missed. Maybe next season you can be with
us again! Happy New Year!
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EDITORIAL
By: Robin Vaughan

Stretch pants – Noun
Trousers made of stretchy fabric. Trouser, pant – (usually in the
plural) a garment designed to stretch in accordance with the
wearer’s expanding waistline.
Do I need to say anything else about the aftereffects from
all the food and drink consumed during the holidays?
Moving on then …
Welcome back to all of you who haven’t been to your
winter homes, or lots, as the case may be, for some time.
Have you found the park changed? It’s great to see all the
smiles as vehicles are unloaded, golf carts are charged, and
outdoor furniture is dusted off. Time to unwind and relax!
You may have noticed the increased amount of traffic
on the roads, which one would expect given the building
boom going on around us. It is not just the volume of traffic,
but – I cannot believe how bad drivers are these days! What
happened to – oops, I missed my exit, now I must get off at
the next one. Nope! Now it’s (looking up from the phone)
oh – this is my exit. If I cross three lanes, I can still make it –
those people slamming on their brakes in the other lanes
won’t mind! Or, how about, driving down the highway in the
right lane, doing the speed limit (gasp), and someone passes
you on the median to your right? Or, how about waiting in
a long line of traffic to make a turn and someone barrels to
the head of the line and cuts you off? And why do these

people have the darkest tinted windows! I get absolutely
no satisfaction from glaring at someone I can’t see!
I love this time of year! Hockey season is in full swing;
college basketball season begins, and we are heading into
football playoffs! Just for the record, Doug does not share
my enthusiasm – not even a little. Hence, his determined
efforts to hang a TV in our screen room, which he has dubbed
“Robin’s sports bar”. I’ve never seen him attack a project with
such focus! So, if you are out and about and see me watching
a game you are interested in, please stop by. Even if your
team isn’t my team, anyone is welcome! Be advised though,
smack will be talked! The only rule – if the puck, basketball
or football are in play, no talking!
The new year stretches before us. It seems that the effects
of the pandemic are long reaching. We are still experiencing
uncertainties associated with variants of COVID. There are
higher prices, a lack of building materials, and in many instances bare shelves at the stores. If Doug and I have learned
anything it’s that we are resilient. We may pause to reflect
or even grumble about a new obstacle thrown our way.
But ultimately, we carry on. Family, friends and activities all
enhance our lives and its during times like these that we rely
on them.
Hope you all have a great month! Enjoy the beautiful
weather! Please join in the many activities that are planned!

2022 FLORIDA RV SUPERSHOW

The show advertises itself as the “largest RV show in the
country.” It covers 26 acres and has over 1400 RVs on display,
from small travel trailers to huge luxury motor coaches.
This year’s show is being held, as usual, at the Florida State
Fairgrounds from January 19 through January 23. A twoday pass is $12.00. Wednesday, January 19 through Friday,
January 21, Senior Citizens receive $2.00 off per person.

CHILI COOKOFF

Turning 65? Need help signing up for
Medicare? Recent Move? Want to
Save $$ on your expensive meds?
Compare Benefits & Save!
Call MRS Insurance for a FREE
Appointment Today!
Protecting Your Health, Wealth & Family

Sherry Gillard
813-452-8904

mrs-insurance.com

A097128

There will be a chili cookoff on January 16 at 4:30 in the
clubhouse. If you would like to submit a batch of chili for
judging, please sign-up in the hall by January 14. We are
asking that all chili entries be brought to the hall by 4:15 on
January 16. There will be no fee charged to anyone submitting a batch of chili. We ask that you please make a list of the
ingredients in your chili as there are many in the park who
have food allergies. Also indicate the level of heat. If you
would simply like to eat chili, salad and cornbread, there will
be a $5.00 fee. Each entry will be assigned a number. The
judging will be done by the tasters who will cast their vote
by the number of their favorite chili. There will be a prize
for the chili that receives the most votes! In addition, 50/50
will be offered (of course!).
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Library

SHUFFLEBOARD

By: Dave Hodsdon
Shuffleboard is back! Attendance keeps increasing as
more and more of you have arrived. We are still playing on
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 9:00 a.m. If you have any
questions, please call me at 603-641-6673.

Golf

By: Mike Pintek (813) 671-3158.
Signup sheets are in the clubhouse.
Mondays @ 9:30am at Bloomingdale Golf Club
Wednesdays @ 9:00am at Summerfield Golf Club

Horse Shoes

By: Bill Mautino (412) 913-4634.
ATTENTION ALL HORSESHOE PLAYERS! We will be pitching
on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday mornings at 9:00 a.m.
You do not have to have your own shoes to participate. If
you have any questions, please call!

If you have any spare time and would like to help out in
the library, please call Lee Pressley, Library Coordinator, at
813-203-0769.

BULLETIN BOARD

At the back of the hall. Post notes on 3”x5” cards. Write
date posted on card. This board will be checked and kept
neat. The cards will be removed every two months. For more
information see Prudy.

Friday Morning Meeting

Coffee and donuts at 7:45 a.m. Information meeting at
8:30 a.m. This is the place to find out what is happening
in the park and any changes to scheduled events. All are
encouraged to attend.

By: Cathy Peters
All are welcome to our weekly Chapel
services at 9:00 a.m. in the hall.
January 28 through 30 we will collect
nonperishable foods and toiletries for the
Riverview Methodist Food Bank. Bring items to the hall and
place them in the containers located up front.

Bowling

By: Nancy Ferdinandsen (586) 871-5333
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!!
HURRY HURRY! It’s never too late to have some FUN! Just
join us at The Alley on Big Bend on Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m.
You don’t have to be a good bowler. You just have to want
to laugh and have fun. We do color pin bowling. Every time
the red, yellow or green pin shows up you have a chance
to win BIG BUCKS added to the gift card provided to you
by The Alley. You could win a QUARTER or maybe even a
DOLLAR! The money accumulated on your gift card can be
used anywhere in the bowling alley except the pro shop.
Just sign your name and phone number on the BOWLING
sheet in the back of the hall and be ready for some FUN!
LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ALL!

BINGO

By: Paul Albert
Every Thursday nickel bingo begins at 6:00 pm. 25 nickels,
5 dimes and 6 quarters is all you need for this entertaining
night. If you want, add a dollar for each “jug” ticket. The prizes
are not huge, but it promises to be a fun night!
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EVENTS GONE BY

THANKSGIVING DINNER

Dinner was held in the hall on
Thanksgiving Day. The turkeys were
supplied by Wilder Management.

LADIES TEA

By: Debbie Ashman
The ladies’Tea was held on December 9th and was attended by fifty ladies. A light lunch of sandwiches, chips, cole
slaw and cake was enjoyed by everyone. Thanks to all who
attended and everyone who helped-out. Over 100 books and
toys were delivered to Cypress Creek Elementary School on
Friday morning. Thanks again! See you next year!
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EVENTS GONE BY
COOKIE CONCERT AND TREE TRIMMING

A great time was had by all! The Riverview High School Choir
entertained us and shared our cookies. They were wonderful, as
usual! We collected a sizeable donation for the school’s music
department.

TRIVIA CORNER
ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Our first Ice Cream Social of the season was hosted by Jim
Baxter, Jerry Laframboise, and Dennis and Mimi Laframboise.
Many a sweet tooth were soothed by the creamy concoctions!

Again, no prizes – but feel free to give yourself a good pat
on the back if you answer all the questions correctly!
1.
Louisiana Purchase was one of the first hits of the
1940s – who wrote the music and lyrics?
2.
The Glenn Miller Orchestra played which of these
songs? A. My Sister and I; B. You’ll Never Know; C. Only Forever; D. In the Mood
3.
The title role in “Pal Joey” was a breakthrough for its
young star. It was also his last Broadway show. Who was it?
4.
Which singer was trying to “Mambo Italiano”?
5.
When did “Little Susie” finally wake-up in the Everly
Brothers hit song “Wake Up Little Susie”?
6.
Who is Rosemary Clooney’s nephew?
7.
Which singer performed the theme tune for the
James Bond version of Thunderball in 1966?
8.
What is the first song by Elvis Presley to become
number 1 in the 1960s?
9.
Peter Noone was the lead singer of which band: A.
Herman’s Hermits; B. Manfred Man; C. The Tremeloes
10. “But now these days have gone. I’m not so self-assured.” What Beatles song are these lyrics from? A. Here
Comes the Sun; B. Let It Be; C. Help
(answers on page 14)
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EVENTS GONE BY
CHRISTMAS PARTY

We were entertained by Party Spirit Entertainment, and everyone who attended thoroughly
enjoyed their ‘Spirit’!
Winners of the King and
Queen were Don Rodgers
and Debbie Jarecki
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Needlework

Yes ladies, and gentlemen should
you choose, the needlework sessions
are back! Jackie Kimball will be in the
sewing room with needles in hand on
Mondays from 1:00 to 3:00. Any form of
needle work and level of experience are
welcome!

GETTING TO KNOW YOU
By: Dana Crosby
Bob and Donna Hart

Furry Friends

Donations of food, blankets, cat litter,
towels or anything else you think of that
would benefit the Hillsborough County
Pet Resource Center are being accepted
by Jackie Kimball. There is a collection
box in the clubhouse, and Jackie will
transport the donations to the Center.
Please make sure all donated linens are
clean.

Yard Games

Bocce ball, ladder ball and corn hole
games are available for your use and are
located in the library.

LAUGHS, SMILES
and GIGGLES

By: Bunny Connor (authors unknown)
• My doctor asked if anyone in my
family suffered from mental illness.
I said, “No, we all seem to enjoy it”.
• Camping: where you spend a small
fortune to live like a homeless person.
• I don’t trip. I do random gravity
checks.
• Never laugh at your spouse’s choices. You are one of them.
• Went to an antique show and people began bidding on me.
• Retired: Under new management.
See spouse for details.

Over 40 years ago, Bob Hart stole the heart of a beautiful 17-year-old girl and
set in motion the roller coaster ride of their lives! Bob and Donna both grew
up in Everett, Massachusetts. They had two daughters and thus started a new
generation of Harts in Everett. They were very active in their community and
their girls’ activities. Donna was president of the Everett PTA for many years and
coached the cheer squad for the local football program. Bob and Donna recently
relocated to Danvers, MA, which is very near Everett. They love to go out to eat
– not Italian though! Donna doesn’t believe there is a restaurant out there that
is as good as her cooking!
The girls grew up, got married, and then … there were GRANDCHILDREN! Bob
and Donna became Nunna and Papa to six grandchildren ranging in age from 3
to 11. Their lives are now consumed with football, baseball, basketball, soccer,
flag football, wrestling and cheerleading games and tournaments. Not only
do they attend as many of those events as possible, but Bob helps coach! They
would have their lives no other way!
Bob and Donna’s family all live within 20 minutes of each other. They cherish
the times they can all be together and their family traditions. The cousins are
very close. Their favorite family get-together is on Christmas Eve when they
celebrate Donna’s Italian heritage with a huge meal. For many years Donna did
all the cooking. But she taught her daughters well and for the past couple of
years the cooking duties have fallen on their shoulders giving Donna more time
to spend with the grandkids.
Bob and Donna have been residents of Rice Creek for about 16 years. They were
introduced to the park by Donna’s parents. Donna’s Mom, Bridget, is back in the
park having purchased a place last year. They are very active in the park enjoying
time with their many friends and participating in activities. It isn’t unusual to
find Bob and Donna with microphones in hand at a party, singing “their” song
on the Karaoke machine. Bob is an avid golfer, and Donna can most often be
found poolside. They are very generous with their time and are often involved in
projects for the park’s benefit. Their children and grandchildren love their visits to
Rice Creek. Could they be fostering another generation of Rice Creek residents?
We certainly hope so!
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Hero Salute
During this time, he did 6 tours in Kuwait as a civilian during
Operation Impact, a mission still ongoing.

The Canadian Armed Forces is the unified military of Canada, and comprises land, sea and air elements. Referred to
as: the Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF), the Royal Canadian
Navy (RCN), and the Canadian Army - (The Canadian Army
was never designated “royal,” but re-adopted the prefix for
many of its sub-commands). Our salute this month goes out
to Dwight and Norine Ebel, who both served their country
with pride and were honorably discharged.
Dwight served 27 years in uniform with the RCAF. He was
17 years old when he enlisted but entered training at 18
in 1979. After completing 12 weeks of basic training (boot
camp), at Canadian Forces Base (CFB) Cornwallis, Nova Scotia,
he then embarked for Aero-engine mechanic trades training at CFB Borden Ontario. The entirety of his training took
four years between formal schooling and on job training.
This training included expert qualifications on the CT114
Tudor (Snowbirds), CF104 Star Fighter (Widow Maker), CF18
Hornet, CF5 Freedom Fighter, A310 Air Bus. He achieved the
top-level security clearance and travelled the world on many
deployments and exercises.
After reaching the rank of Sergeant, Dwight was selected
to the “Commissioned From the Ranks” (CFR) program. After
redoing basic training once again at the age of 37, he was
enrolled in Aerospace Engineer schooling at CFB Borden. He
was separated from his family (a wife and two young sons)
for 18 months to complete his qualifications as he had many
advanced standing courses already completed.
Attaining the rank of Captain and about to be promoted to
Major, Dwight retired from the military as he was “headhunted” by a private firm who had contracts with the military. He
was chosen as the lead maintenance officer for the Canadian
Snowbirds (a fitting title for his life now). His civilian career
progressed, and he became Project Manager for the CAF
AirBus program which included the Prime Minister’s airplane
(CanForce1) and all the air to air refueling fleet for the CAF.

In total Dwight served the military for 41 years in a uniformed
and civilian capacity. He looks forward to completing the
renovation of his trailer, relaxing by the pool and especially
golfing!
Norine served 14 years in uniform as a corporal (for ten
years there was a promotion freeze due to budget while
she served!) but was medically discharged after a military
training exercise deemed her “disabled”. She transferred to
the Public Service where she completed 6 years, for a total
with the RCDC (Royal Canadian Dental Corps). She was 27
years old when she enlisted in 1990, with 3 and 5-year-old
sons at home and a husband deploying all over the world.
After completing 12 weeks of basic training (boot camp),
at Canadian Forces Base (CFB) Cornwallis, Nova Scotia, she
then embarked for Dental Technician (like a Dental Nurse),
trades training at CFB Borden Ontario. The entirety of her
training took four years between formal schooling and on
job training. Once completing her formal training Norine
returned to civilian college and acquired her Registered and
Licensed certification as a civilian clinician. A highlight of
her career, she worked for 10 years at the Oral Maxillofacial
Surgical Suite at National Defense Medical Centre Ottawa.
Throughout her 20-year full time career, she managed
a civilian Dental Clinic on the side and was a part time instructor teaching dental college courses all whilst serving
in uniform, raising two children who played hockey with a
military husband deploying. Norine credits being able to
“do it all” because of her supportive husband and amazingly
independent sons. Norine enjoyed computers as a hobby,
because of this, when leaving the military, she competed
and won the position of Global Dental Information Database
Manager for the Canadian Armed Forces. A unique position
tracking all health and trades training for the entire CF. She
notes the sad part of the job was providing Forensic Dental
records for many fallen friends and fellow soldiers.
This military couple hold a unique title in the fact that
they were the first military couple to play hockey at the Canadian Forces National Hockey Championship at the same
time. How did they find the time to play hockey?! lol. They
are excited to become part of our community at Rice Creek
and will be more involved at volunteering once Covid settles
down and their renovations are completed. To celebrate
their 40th wedding anniversary in 2023, they are taking a
97-day world cruise. A well-deserved rest if you ask me.
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RECIPE
January is a good month for soup, at least up north, so I
keep the tradition going. My husband was raised eating this
soup and he still loves it!
Scottish Red Lentil Soup
1 Tablespoon vegetable oil
2 Cups red split lentils
8 Cups chicken broth
1 small rutabaga, peeled, diced into medium cubes
1 medium onion, diced into medium cubes
3 medium carrots, sliced into 1-inch rounds
2 medium potatoes, diced into medium cubes (optional)*
Salt and Pepper

Trivia Answers:

1. Irving Berlin
2. D
3. Gene Kelly (1940)
4. Rosemary Clooney
5. “The movie is over, it’s 4:00”
6. George Clooney
7. Tom Jones
8. C
9. A
10. C		

Heat oil in a stock pot, add onions and sauté until the
edges just start to brown. Add broth and lentils; simmer for
about an hour, stirring intermittently. If the soup becomes
too thick, thin it by adding ½ cup of water at a time. Add the
rest of the chopped vegetables and simmer for 30 minutes
or until the vegetables are tender. Salt and pepper to taste.
*My husband must limit his intake of white carbohydrates;
therefore, I don’t put potatoes in my soup.
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DID YOU KNOW?

By: Doug Vaughan
There are four locations directly on our local Alafia River to
eat and perhaps have an adult beverage? All of them have
outdoor seating for you to enjoy.
I’ll start upriver and work my the way down.

evening, and in the afternoons Thursday thru Sunday. Daily
hours are 11am until 11pm. 10704 Palmetto St., Riverview,
Fl 33569. Phone (813) 683-8454.

Moving on down West of I-75 we have AJ’s on the River.
A casual, relaxing location with a public boat ramp, which
on occasion is entertaining in itself! Check their Facebook
page for hours, specials, the menu and live entertainment
details. Located off Gibsonton Dr. (across from Walmart) at
9808 Vaughn St., Gibsonton, Fl 33534. Phone (813) 605-4621.
The first, billed as “The oldest drinking establishment in
Riverview, Dive bar with the coldest beer on the beautiful
Alafia River” is The Beer Shed. Let your GPS take you there as
there are few, if any, signs indicating its location in the back
of a mobile home park. This is a quiet, no wake zone area of
the river where you have a good chance of seeing wildlife.
The bar sells beer and wine. Food is ordered from a separate
building “Jimmy Jo’s BBQ & Grill” that is adjacent to the bar’s
deck. Your food will be brought to your table when ready.
They are closed Mondays. Check the Facebook page for Beer
Shed updates on live entertainment and Karaoke. Hours for
the bar are 11am until ??, while hours for Jimmy Jo’s are the
same! 11222 Casa Loma Dr, Riverview, Fl 33569. Phone (813)
671-1885.

Last is The River’s Edge Bar and Grill. I have often seen a
school of dolphins ‘fishing’ right in front of the docks! They
have a full bar, as well as a pool room, and lots of outdoor
seating. Live entertainment is scheduled on Sundays from
2pm until 6pm. They offer $2 Soft Tacos and $4 Margaritas
from 12pm until close on Tuesdays. The burgers are excellent – they source their beef from our local butcher, Apollo
Meats, located in Apollo Beach. Check their website for hours
of operation, as the grill and bar hours may vary. 6226 Ohio
Ave., Gibsonton, Fl 33534. Phone (813) 671-9196.

Next is the new, multi-million-dollar Tiki Docks Bar & Grill
next to the US-301 bridge over the river. It’s always busy!
Next day reservations are accepted. There is an extensive
menu of both food and cocktails. Live music is available every
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All events are subject to change.
There will be roofers starting
after the 1st.
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