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SERVING GOD AND MY NEIGHBOR
During today’s Liturgy of the Word we moved from despair to
hope. We begin with Job, who not unjustifiably despairs of his
lot. He has lost his health, his livelihood, his family. He has hit rock bottom, lamenting, “I shall not see happiness again” (Job 7:7). He has lost hope.
In the Gospel, we hear of tons of people
who are suffering. From Simon’s mother-in-law to the ill and possessed of Capernaum, eventually the entire town was looking to Jesus for
help. Jesus brought them promise, healing, and hope. Eventually, Mark reports, He healed people throughout Galilee. A people
in despair have been lifted up in hope. Let us find hope in Jesus
even in our despair.

-----------------

A subtle shift occurs between the second and third paragraphs of
the Gospel. Notice that at first Jesus
stays in one place and the whole town
comes to Him But a few verses later, He
sets out for the other villages of Galilee,
saying that “for this purpose I have
come” (Mark 1:38). His mission is not
to sit and wait, but to go and do. Tellingly, before leaving Capernaum He goes to
a deserted place to pray. It appears that
His Father has reminded Him of His mission. His mission is to spread the good
news. He cannot stay in one place. He
must go forth. So must we.

-------------------

It is startling to hear that Simon’s mother-in-law, healed of her
fever, immediately began to wait on her son-in-law and her
guests. Significantly, though, the word Marks uses, diakoneo, is
the same word that Jesus uses about His ministry [“the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve” (Mark 10:45)], the
same word we use even now regarding ministry. In the presence
of the Lord, Simon’s mother-in-law assumes the role of a minister, serving God and serving her neighbor. Saint Paul does as
well, making himself a slave for the sake of the gospel.
QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
How do I serve God and serve my neighbor” Will I commit to
doing all I can?
Blessings

Fr. Raphael Ezeh, MSP
--------------

FOOD PANTRY: The food pantr y is open. We can use canned
fruit, juice, paper towels, paper napkins, mayonnaise, and ketchup.

YOU CAN DROP OFF YOUR FOOD DONATIONS IN THE
BOXES AT THE REAR OF THE CHURCH.
****Also, if you would like to make cash donations, you can
do so. We use the cash donations to purchase Shoprite gift
cards for needy families. May God bless you all for your
generosity and stay safe.

THE SCHEDULE FOR MASSES IN ST. BART’S IS AS FOLLOWS:
MASSES MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 7 AM AND
9 AM (9 AM MASS LIVE STREAMED ALSO
FOR THOSE AT HOME)
SATURDAY MASS: 9 AM (ALSO LIVE
STREAMED FOR THOSE AT HOME)
SATURDAY VIGIL AT 5 PM
SUNDAY MASSES AT 9:30 AM (ALSO LIVE
STREAMED FOR THOSE AT HOME) AND
11:30 AM.
WHEN ATTENDING MASS, PLEASE BE SURE
TO SIGN YOUR NAME ON THE SIGN UP
SHEETS ON THE TABLE AT THE REAR OF
THE CHURCH.
****CONFESSIONS ARE ON SATURDAY
FROM 4 TO 4:30 PM****

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN
YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
The Audacity of Holiness
Do you know a holy person? I’m not talking about piety — that’s
important, too, in its own way. But right now, I’m speaking of
holiness.
St. Therese of Lisieux called holiness “a disposition of the heart
that makes us humble and little in the arms of God, aware of our
weakness, and confident — in the most audacious way — in His
Fatherly goodness.”
The holy person sees a storm on the horizon of life, and rather
than give themselves over to fear and despair (natural and
understandable reactions), regards the gathering winds as an
opportunity to rely more fully on God. The holy person takes a
bad situation and sanctifies it with charity and understanding that
defies our fallen human nature.
Peter’s mother-in-law was still in the throes of a fever when Jesus
grasped her hand. It wasn’t until she took his hand and allowed
him to help her up that “the fever left her and she waited on
them.” Before the fever could leave her, she had to commit to
holiness — to put her trust in him in a most audacious way. She
had to find it within herself to lift her weakened hand to grasp his
— and as soon as she did, she was rewarded. Her bodily health
restored, she gave thanks, and attended to his needs.

TITHING - GOD'S PLAN FOR GIVING
"Thank you to all those who are participating in our tithing.
Program. We need your financial support especially at this
difficult time.
PLEASE NOTE THAT AT THIS DIFFICULT TIME, YOU
CAN TITHE IN 3 WAYS:
 Mail in your envelope.
 Register for on line giving. IT’S EASY! (see below note).
 Drop off your envelope in the large container covered
with a red cloth behind the organ. It is marked with a
sign.

May God bless and reward your sacrifices! For those
who are not yet tithing, I encourage you to please give it a
prayerful thought and sign up for on line giving. Thank you!
----------------IT’S EASY TO SIGN UP FOR ONLINE GIVING
EASY LINK FROM THE PARISH WEBSITE
You can set up separate one time or
recurring donations for the different
collections (regular weekly, snow
removal, Christmas, etc.) or you may
wish to begin with the regular collections,
try it out and when you are comfortable, you can sign up for the
others. Also, know if you set up for recurring donations, you are
in full control and can always change or cancel at any time.
And by donating in this manner you may get the added benefit of
accumulating additional points or cash on your credit card while
at the same time helping out the parish. So, give it a try and sign
up today!!!! IT’S EASY!!! Go to: www.saintbartsparish.org
(BE SURE TO SPELL OUT SAINT) and click on the We
Share online giving link. Follow the instructions. (WE
SHARE HAS REPLACED PARISH PAY). If you have any
questions or problems, contact the Parish Office and leave a
message or e mail us at stbartschurch@aol.com.

God’s hand is always outstretched to us. Will we take it, even if
the fever of sin and pride and worldly concerns rages in our souls?
Will we muster the strength? Will we be audacious enough to
have confidence in His Fatherly goodness?
Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS LPI

Please pray for all the sick & the homebound members of our
Parish, especially Ann Lackner, Gail Chappory, Anna Bonacci,
Deacon Bob Clemens, Mary DeSantis, Gina Obalde, Ron and
Sally Petro, Angela Lutomski, Richard (Dick) Novak, Harold
Sullivan, Manuel Obalde, Jr., Anthony Spinner, Steven Sarich,
Larry Mesler, John McKenna, Antony Gorge Ferreira, Jerry
Esposito, Jeri Michele Sugrue, Eileen Fitzpatrick, Ann Pezzola,
Edith Kelly, Carole Romanowski, Theresa Chappory, Susan
Rivera, Kenneth Chappory, Ann McShane, Ellen Chimenti,
Gianna Whitehead, Gloria DeLuccy, Dan Panik, Dominick
Francis Marra, Walter Duda, Edward Minozzi, Robert Minnucci,
Lucia Sevivas, and James Burns.
Please contact the Parish Office and leave a message or e mail
us at stbartschurch@aol.com, if you wish to add a loved
one to the sick list.

Saturday, February 6(Anticipated Mass)
5:00 PM
For All The People of Our Parish

****************************************************

9:30 AM

11:30 AM

Sunday, February 7, 2021
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Albert Pragana +
Robert Liddell +
Ralph Verderosa+
Angela Yanet Cuevas +
Walter Zigabarra +

For All the People of Our Parish

*****************************************************

Monday, February 8
Weekday
7:00 AM
Emmett Greaney (Living)
9:00 AM
Robert & Lillian Kurtz +

Tuesday, February 9
Weekday
7:00 AM
Deceased Members of the Faranda &
DePole Families
9:00 AM
Francis & Teresa +
Wednesday, February 10
Saint Scholastica, Virgin
7:00 AM
Armando Velez (Living)
9:00 AM
Angela Yanet Cuevas +
Thursday, February 11
Weekday
7:00 AM
Armando Velez (Living)
9:00 AM
Daniel De Chent +
Friday, February 12
Weekday
7:00 AM
No Intention
9:00 AM
Vito Traversa +
Saturday, February 13
Weekday
9:00 AM
Theresa Venturino +

****************************************************

Saturday, February 13(Anticipated Mass)
5:00 PM
For All The People of Our Parish

****************************************************

9:30 AM

11:30 AM

Sunday, February 14, 2021
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Deceased Members of Holy Name Society
and Rosary Altar Society
Frank, Carmela, & Dina Legio +
Patrick Vincent Fox+
Felix Vazquez +
Jose Romero +
For All the People of Our Parish

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
(said now at Mass since we cannot receive Jesus sacramentally
during these difficult times).
My Jesus,
I believe that You are present in the Most
Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You in my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You
sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and I unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
----------------Prayer to the Virgin Mary for Protection
O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of
salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the
Sick.
At the foot of the Cross you participated in
Jesus’ pain,
with steadfast faith.
You, Our Lady of New York, know what
we need.
We are certain that you will provide, so that,
as you did at Cana of Galilee,
joy and feasting might return after this
moment of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,
to conform ourselves to the Father’s will
and to do what Jesus tells us:
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows to
bring us, through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen.
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test – and deliver
us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen.

