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CLEAR . . . CONCISE . . . PRACTICAL  describes this new translation of the New Testament, geared to people with a busy lifestyle and limited time to read and study the Bible.  
John 1:14

New Revised Standard  Version:

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

The Better Life Bible:

Since no one has ever seen God, God enabled Jesus to demonstrate better than anyone else how much God cares about us.
John 3:16

New Revised Standard  Version:

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
The Better Life Bible:

Since God cares about everyone, God provided Jesus to help us follow God’s advice so we can all enjoy a better life.  

John 10:10b

New Revised Standard  Version:

I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.

The Better Life Bible:

I’ll risk my life to help people enjoy a better life.    

The Lord’s Prayer
New Revised Standard  Version:

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come.

Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, 

as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And do not bring us to the time of trial,
but rescue us from the evil one.

The Better Life Bible:

Help us, God,

 
  to give you the respect you deserve, 

  to follow your advice for a better life,

  to obtain food and shelter,

  to overlook the faults of others as you overlook ours,

 
and to overcome our self-centeredness.

Matthew 6; Luke 11

Acts 20:35

New Revised Standard  Version:

It is more blessed to give than to receive. 
The Better Life Bible:

You’ll enjoy life more when you give help than when you receive it.
Golden Rule
New Revised Standard  Version:

Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.

The Better Life Bible:

The underlying theme of God’s advice is this,

Always treat others the way 

you would like to be treated.

Matthew 7; Luke 6
Kingdom of God

New Revised Standard  Version:

Once Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, and he answered, "The kingdom of God is not coming with things that can be observed; nor will they say, 'Look, here it is!' or 'There it is!'  For, in fact, the kingdom of God is among you."

The Better Life Bible:

A little while later, some of the religious leaders asked Jesus when they should expect the better life he spoke about, so he explained,

“It’s not something you just sit back and observe.  It involves improving your attitude and behavior toward God and others.” 

Luke 17:20-21
Philippians 4:5

New Revised Standard  Version:

Let your gentleness be known to everyone.  The Lord is near.

The Better Life Bible:

You should be kind to everyone, as Jesus was.

Romans 12:1-2

New Revised Standard  Version:

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God-- what is good and acceptable and perfect.

The Better Life Bible:

Since God cares about all of us, I want to encourage you to follow God’s advice instead of your own selfish desires.  
Ephesians 2:8-10

New Revised Standard  Version:

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—

not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 

For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

The Better Life Bible:

God’s original plan was that we would help others in need, as Jesus did.  Since we’re enjoying life much more by following his example instead of our own selfish desires and religious traditions, it’s obvious that we can’t take credit for it ourselves.  
� EMBED DellImageExpertImage  ���








[image: image2.wmf]_1228637753.bin

