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GIZELLA ABRAMSON HOLOCAUST EDUCATION ACT

-The Education Act was passed in November 2021 and states:

The State Board of Education shall review the middle school and high school
standard course of study and, in consultation and coordination with the North
Carolina Council on the Holocaust and the North Carolina Center for the
Advancement of Teaching, shall:

« integrate into English, social studies courses, and other courses, as
appropriate, education on the Holocaust and genocide

» develop a curriculum for a Holocaust Studies elective

Click here to read the full text of the Gizella Abramson Holocaust Education Act
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QtLEh2eH94aUI5T7A2XNruOMi7WNUmIw/view

HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR GIZELLA ABRAMSON

Gizella Abramson first began speaking about her experiences in the Holocaust to
The NEWS of ORANGE County communities and schools in North Carolina in 1973. She worked with Governor
James Hunt to establish the NC Council on the Holocaust from 1977-1981 and was
one of its original twelve members when he created Executive Order #63B,

# News Sports Business Education AKE Community Opinion Obituaries LocalEvents Classifieds

‘May you always walk on the sidewalk’ making North Carolina the first state in the nation to create a council on the
S Holocaust. From 1988-2010, she told her story of survival at eight to ten teacher

workshops across the state each school year. Her son, Michael Abramson, is
currently the chairman of the NC Council on the Holocaust.

Click on the article to the left to learn more about Gizella's story
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https://www.newsoforange.com/news/article_0cc1c458-c768-582e-b9a8-8fdcb288c39e.html

WHY LEARN ABOUT THE HOLOCAUST?

In the 2020 U.S. Millennial Knowledge

EISTGUIETTIN,  and Awareness Survey administered B bl il s
25% : by the Claims Conference to all 50 L e S s st o e A
states, only 25% of North Carolinian ,_.:.: S
respondents could meet all three of
the Holocaust knowledge tasks in the ‘ L
chart to the right. —

Click on this link to learn more about the 2020 survey
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https://www.claimscon.org/millennial-study/

WHY LEARN ABOUT THE HOLOCAUST?

In the 2020 U.S. Millennial Knowledge

- ————
Seen Nazi Symbols , and Awareness Survey administered |
L\ 5 28. Ilav{e you personally sg_en Nazi symbolfs in your communi‘,ty or on the social
48% . :, by the Clalms Conference to all 50 media platforms you visit or have used in the past 5 years?
- Stat es ) a l mo St h a lf (48 %) Of ;?::{eizch.vg Hitler, ﬂyerrs w:')t[h)\;frf;-&qzi mes‘::;::.e;{z‘:gie::ﬁ%ﬁgjk:!:z‘?sﬁ;:izs
] He::l l{ttlef‘ syr!lbols such as Nazi-imagery or tattoos with 88" a numerical code
respondents said that they had seen e
Nazi symbols in their community, on —

social media, or in both places.

Click on this link to see all of the NC survey results from 2020.
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https://www.claimscon.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Millennial-Holocaust-Survey-NORTH-CAROLINA-TOPLINE-8.11.20.pdf

WHY LEARN ABOUT THE HOLOCAUST?

In March of 2023, the Anti-Defamation League (ADL)
- released their annual "Audit of Antisemitic

Incidents," showing a 30% increase in NC from 2021
to 2022.

“We are deeply troubled by the surge in antisemitic incidents reported in
North Carolina in 2022,” said Meredith R. Weisel, the ADL regional director,
in the press release. “The surges in organized white supremacist
propaganda activity like banner drops and flyer distribution, and significant
increases in antisemitic incidents in K-12 schools and on college campuses,
all contributed to these unusually high numbers. We must work together to
combat the spread of bigotry and hate in our communities.”

2022 Antisemitic Incidents
in NC.

Click on this link to read the Audit of Antisemitic Incidents 2022
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https://www.adl.org/resources/report/audit-antisemitic-incidents-2022

WHY LEARN ABOUT THE HOLOCAUST?

In 2021, the Southern Poverty Law Center tracked
28 hate groups in North Carolina.

Locations of hate groups in NC include:

e Snow Camp ¢ Winston-Salem e Greenville e Hillsborough
¢ Linden e Greensboro ¢ Durham o Kernersville
o Charlotte * Concord  Pelham

* Raleigh ¢ Fayetteville ¢ Wilmington

Click on this link to visit the SPLC's Hate Map for more details
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https://www.splcenter.org/hate-map?state=NC

MEET THE CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT TEAM

Working in conjunction with NCDPI and comprised entirely of current and retired teachers, the Curriculum
Development Team, all NC Holocaust Council Members, includes the following credentials:
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INFORMATION ABOUT ELA CURRICULUM RESOURCES

-Each grade level 6-12 has two text sets (an anchor text and companion texts) that teachers can choose to
use to teach the Holocaust in their ELA class.

-Each text set has a core or anchor text as the focus of the themes and standards taught and companion
texts that help provide context for the anchor text. At least one anchor text choice at every grade level is
available in a digital format for ease of access. Teachers can choose to use one or more lessons, teach
excerpts instead of the full anchor text, or use materials they already have to teach the Holocaust.

-All text sets include a thorough unit plan with standards-based, classroom-tested lessons by NC teachers
and culminating activities to help assess student learning.

-Foundational lessons for teaching the Holocaust from the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
and important resources for teachers are also provided at each grade level.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mPwvDnfM50Bn_iBn239r1wldCV3LfLEf/view?usp=sharing

INFORMATION ABOUT SOCIAL STUDIES CURRICULUM RESOURCES

-Each grade level 6-12 has resources aligned to appropriate standards where the
Holocaust could be taught. Teachers can choose which standards to use to teach
the Holocaust and can choose whether to use the resources that have been
developed or their own resources.

-Teachers should evaluate which standards are best to use to teach about the
Holocaust or topics relating to the Holocaust and other genocides, choosing the
most relevant and appropriate resources based on the grade or course being
taught.

-Foundational lessons for teaching the Holocaust from the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum and important resources for teachers are also

Vo “We study history in order to intervene
in the course of history.”
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HOLOCAUST ELECTIVE COURSE

-To be offered as an optional elective course in high
school beginning in the 2024-2025 school year

-Objectives and course outline will be provided for
teachers by DPl and the NC Council on the
Holocaust

b “What hurts the victim most is not the cruelty of the
Y. North Carolina
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NC HOLOCAUST EDUCATORS NETWORK

-Since 2020, the NC Council on the Holocaust has been building a network of Holocaust

educators across North Carolina. This network is comprised of leaders in Holocaust
T T e i education who volunteer their time to keep the teachers in their region /county

connected to professional development opportunities offered through the NC Council

et G " e (i g ’
i et | N ) S m—__ S s on the Holocaust and other organizations such as NCCAT, Appalachian State, and the
fesom M) Toant RS N/ (=N Y | USHMM.
PN o A G T
s .....\ SN, AN & - L e N -Our goal is to have 100% of the counties represented by the beginning of the
= Southwest Y= == W s # 2023/2024 school year so that every district has clear communication about
R = opportunities and resources are available for teachers in NC when teaching about the
Sandhills - Southeast Holocaust and making local choices about implementing the Gizella Abramson
e 7 Holocaust Education Act.

-The Holocaust educators in our network will be assisting in the state-wide professional
development efforts for the Holocaust curriculum, so if your county is not represented,
please encourage teachers in your county to apply!
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P50NzrIXsWlzm0RIUMcgW8V7xDv-p9f-/view?usp=sharing

NC HOLOCAUST EDUCATORS NETWORK

Of the 152 possible volunteer positions in our network, 91 of them or 60 percent are filled, which means we need 61 positions filled for many county and
city school systems in the state. Share the link below with any teachers in the districts below who may be interested in becoming a leader in Holocaust
education and help keep your school district connected with helpful news, resources, and professional development that will soon be offered:

— Reqio . Ke?um,& Reaio 5. Kegiow 6 Regiow Keyom‘ 4
Kegio 1 Coordirtators Needed: Coordinators Needed:  Coordinators Needed:  Coordirators Needed: Coordirtators Needed:
W‘- Craven Chapel Hl]l Carrboro Caswell Cleveland Alleghany Asheville City
Berie Duplin Nash Elkin City Gaston Alexander Graham
Dare Jones Warren Lexington City Kannapolis City Avery Haywood
' Edentop/Chowan Piilico Mt. Airy City Mooresville City Hickory City Jackson
Elizabeth Clty.r/Pasquotank Votter Thomasville City Union McDowell Macon
1-11-1 ari;faxd Wayne Newton-Conover City Ruther.ford
ks Watauga Swain
Hyde Wilkes
Northampton Yanc
Perquimans o
Roanoke Rapids
Washington
Weldon City
- To apply to be a Count N
, We must beg,
Y %, county/city school system without a current

AN " The coordinator, CLICK HERE.
BN . North carolina Applications are ongoing for counties without a coordinator.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfbsYXBSwajokNvpWJgEYTwzrDaINOm9HnArGgBLG9UDrmIQg/viewform

PREPARING FOR IMPLEMENTATION...

Make sure teachers and curriculum specialists in English and Social Studies are aware of the legislation and the resources that will be provided to support teachers
v in teaching about the Holocaust. Share this presentation with them!

Encourage teachers to take advantage of webinars, in-person workshops, and other trainings offered by the NC Council on the Holocaust and the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum.

Support your teachers by considering the purchase of classroom sets of books to give them the full range of choices in which texts that they can use to teach the
Holocaust. This is NOT a requirement, though it would give teachers the opportunity to use recommended texts with detailed resources developed for them.

Contact your County Coordinator from the NC Holocaust Educator Network (see previous slides) and support them in creating clear communication with teachers
in the county. If you do not have a coordinator, encourage teachers to apply.

« Communicate with and prepare a presentation that can be delivered to your local board of education.

Stay connected to the NC Council on the Holocaust by signing up for email updates, following us on Instagram, LinkedIn, and Facebook. Consider volunteering to
be a training site for your region and coordinating with your Regional Director. (see final slide)

Click here to volunteer to be a training site for your region for PD in the 2023-2024 school year
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https://forms.gle/LxwCenkRigmjyubu9

OVERVIEW OF KEY ELEMENTS FOR IMPLEMENTATION

ELA teachers in grades 6-12 can choose to use the provided curriculum resources or their own resources to teach the
Holocaust

Review slide 11 for recommended anchor text choices for each grade level

Available in Fall 2023

ELA Integration Supports

Social Studies teachers in grades 6-12 choose which standards to use to teach the Holocaust

Thorough, classroom-tested resources aligned to identified social studies standards will be provided as a support for
each course

Available in Fall 2023

2 Social Studies Integration Supports

In-person and virtual trainings will be developed and scheduled for each educational region of the state
Holocaust education leaders in each region will be trained to help deliver professional development
Districts are invited to volunteer to be a training site for their region. (See slide 14 to apply)
Professional Development Plan will be available in Fall 2023

Professional Development

Objectives and a course outline for the elective course will be developed in 2023-2024

The elective course code and course description will be available when students register for the 2024-2025 school year
A course outline and resources will be provided for teachers of the elective course

The course can be taught beginning in the 2024-2025 school year

Elective Course
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FALL 2023 HOLOCAUST TRAININGS

The following links lead to current webinars, workshops, and trainings from the NC Council on the Holocaust that we recommend teachers in North
Carolina attend to learn about the Holocaust and how to teach it effectively to their students.

October 19, 2023
mazaumonmmmmmmmmmr
From 8-4 PM at the Education Bullding of WSFCS in WinstomSalem, NC,
ELA and Social Studies teachers from grades 6-12 will hear froma
Holocaust survivor, learn from experts in the field, experience hands-on
lessong and explore resources for teaching the Holocaust. Public school
classroom teachers will have their substitute paid for if attending the
conferem
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STAY CONNECTED: GET UPDATES FIRST!

There are many ways you can stay connected with

the NC Council on the Holocaust as the Gizella

Abramson Holocaust Education Act is implemented! Y 0 u @
Visit us on our teacher website at:

https://ncholocaustcouncilworkshops.org/
Subscribe to our YouTube Channel to see
recorded webinars and Holocaust survivor
stories. Follow us on Instagram:
@nccouncilontheholocaust

Join the Facebook group for NC
Holocaust Educators

& Clck fere fo

> JOIN OUR NEWS

. EMAIL LIST

;Rew»e/wfrw reao{?/-To-uw resource.. Llnked m ﬁ ﬁ

Follow the NC Council on the

Connect with us on LinkedIn
Holocaust's public Facebook page
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/1698548653551747
https://ncholocaustcouncilworkshops.org/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/REQHMXB/emailnow
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4aw88w_6qTS9hju_cskaaw
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=bf&trkInfo=AQERKobs65kyBQAAAYcg4gio7Q6XlRe0H-Y6CWKNUTcaRGkCHsCrYdDPKKGwNIVOI7xQaaOCsMW5Z8MnQKH_T9gf5NMWLaEZa9OB9sIqMLLEwlDQcCiD-qUWQM1xRutWCPJCTp4=&original_referer=&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fnc-council-on-the-holocaust-nc-department-of-public-instruction-5a5613269%2F
https://www.instagram.com/nccouncilontheholocaust/
https://www.facebook.com/NCCHnewsevents
https://forms.gle/WtdqDb1cUx1BsriL7
https://ncholocaustcouncilworkshops.org/nc-holocaust-council-newsletter/

