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Message from the President:
Just like in the movies, the past year
has been filled with highs and lows.
Dramas, comedies, maybe even a little
action film here and there. Our lives are
filled with so much energy that
consumes us on a daily basis.
My Drama: Our members have faced
many losses since May 1, 2016 when
we started this Night at the Movies
theme, myself included. I lost my dad
on June 22 one month before his 95th
birthday. I was very blessed to have
him for so long in my life and even
though he was a tough bugger most of the time, I loved him
dearly and we were very close. Unfortunately, I inherited his
temper also. I have many fond memories of watching TV with
him in the living room (lights off most of the time, so no one
would think we were home – if my mom was at a meeting – I’m
not kidding.) My dad was very personable when he wanted to
be and everybody that met him (of my friends and
acquaintances) always told me how sweet he was – remember
that temper? I would just roll my eyes. Oh yeah, he's a teddy
bear.
My Comedy: On the TV note, this thought came to me and I
remembered my mom would get mad at my dad because he
would let me stay up to watch Love American Style (I know,
showing my age) with him. He always wanted someone there
with him to watch TV and be with his kids (which for most of
young life was just me because of the age differences between
myself and my siblings – 17 years between my eldest sister (she
hates that term), 16 years between my other sister and 13 years
between my brother and I.)
My Action Film: As the movie of life continues, my husband fell
at work on August 23rd and broke his arm in four places. Broke
kind of like a fork just under his left shoulder. He required
surgery and plates, screws, pins and chords. Oh yeah, my
bionic man now. Of course, Worker's Comp denied his claim
(long story) and we are still fighting through this. He went back
to work finally for half days on February 6 and started full days
on February 13. It's been very tough all along the way. Of
course, no paycheck for him through this whole process. Next
Benefit Review Conference is scheduled for March 29, any and
all prayers accepted.
I'm just telling you all of this to show that I am not anything
special as I continue to try to keep SALSA as a viable
association. I am one person trying to keep things going and I

Facebook: San Antonio LSA
have been blessed for many years with lots of other women who
try to keep things going and to try and inspire others to get
educated, to continue their education, to volunteer for the
association and also show their love and support for each other
no matter what they are facing through their personal lives or
through our very easy jobs (HA!).
I can never stress enough on how much we need our members
to step up and help out with whatever they can do. Every little
bit of effort helps tremendously. If we don't get the volunteers
for a certain committee, then it will likely not be a committee we
will be able to keep up. I will be placing the Committee
Preference Form in this issue as well so that hopefully
something will inspire you to take on a committee (or continue
on as a committee chairperson, as many of you do already,
thankfully).
Most importantly – if you ever have any questions about any of
the duties of a committee member or an officer position, I am
here for you. Please feel free to contact me by e-mail or phone
or text. I will do my best to answer you quickly and to answer
any and all questions you may have. Our Standing Rules and
our By-Laws are on our website (great job by Janet Brown, PLS)
and available for you to print out and review any information on
the committees and officer duties as well.
Let's make this the most important part of this message – we are
not just members of an association, to me we are a family. We
support each other in times that are hard and celebrate all the
little victories we have in our lives. I moved to San Antonio back
on Thanksgiving 1997 and joined the association in May 1998.
I left my family and friends to start a new life and take a chance
on new life here. If it wasn't for my membership in SALSA, I
don't think I would have made it. If it wasn't for all the friends I
have made through these years, I would not have made it.
Again, this is just my story and I know that we all have lots of
stories that we can share with each other. We are here for each
other. Don't ever forget that, no matter what is happening in our
lives.
Cheryl A. Wenzel, PP, PLS
2016-2017 President, San Antonio LSA

Page 2

2017 NOMINATING COMMITTEE STRAW BALLOT
Your Nominating Committee makes the following nominations for officers of San Antonio LSA
for the 2017-2018 membership year:
President
Vice President
Recording Secretary
Treasurer
Corresponding Secretary
Director

Cheryl A. Wenzel, PP, PLS
Open
Christy Coats, PLS
Rory Cavazos, PLS, CLA, CPS
Open
Judith Smith, PLS, CLA

Voting will take place on the election of officers at the Business Meeting to be held on
Wednesday, March 8, 2017, at the offices of the San Antonio Area Foundation, 303 Pearl Parkway,
Suite 114, San Antonio, Texas, at 6:30 p.m.
Nominations will be accepted from the floor and/or Intents to Run may be presented prior to the
vote being taken at the March Business Meeting.
All members are encouraged to attend this important meeting. If you have questions about the
nomination, election, or voting process, please contact Cheryl Wenzel at 210.554.5559.
Submitted by:
2017 Nominating Committee

INTENT TO RUN FORM
To:

The Nominating and Elections Committee:

I, ______________________, intend to run for the office of ________________ for the 2017-18 fiscal year of San
Antonio LSA.
Dated: __________________
____________________________
Signature
Please return to:
Judith Smith, PLS
900 CR 302
Floresville, TX 78114
judithsmith900@gmail.com
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Nominee for President –
CHERYL A. WENZEL, PP, PLS
Cheryl has been a member of San Antonio LSA since
1998 and has 38 years’ experience in the legal field. She
is currently working as a Practice Assistant for Dykema
Cox Smith. Cheryl has served as President, Vice
President, Certification Chair, Education Chair, Day in
Court Chair, Speaker Chair, Reception and Attendance
Chair, and Nominations Committee Chair. Cheryl has
also served in the following capacities for Texas ALP:
President, President-Elect, Treasurer, Certification Chair,
Fall Conference Chair, Annual Meeting Chair and
Awards Chair. Cheryl received her Professional Legal
Secretary certification in September of 1998 and her
Professional Paralegal certification in March 2005 and
has recertified numerous times.

Corresponding Secretary – Open

Nominee for Recording Secretary –
CHRISTY COATS, PLS
Christy has been a SALSA member since 2006, became a
certified Professional Legal Secretary in September 2006,
a Certified Paralegal in 2016, and has worked in the legal
field for almost 15 years. She has served in different
capacities for SALSA, including chairing or co-chairing
various committees, and serving as President and CoPresident. In 2009 she was given the Legal Professional
of the Year award. She works for The Pizarro Firm,
which handles intellectual property matters.

Vice President – Open
Nominee for Director –
JUDITH S. SMITH, PLS

Nominee for Treasurer –
AURORA R. CAVAZOS, PLS, CLA, CPS
Aurora (Rory) R. Cavazos, PLS, CLA, CPS: SALSA's
Treasurer and Roster Chairman (2007-2014); TALP
Financial Review Chairman (2012-2015); SALSA
member for an aggregate of 25+ years; President; Legal
Secretary of the Year (twice); several chairmanships
including Editor (twice). Employed as Assistant to
General Counsel at the San Antonio Area Foundation;
married for over 49 years; four children, five
grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren. Enjoy
educational programs on TV and love to do needlework.
Have worked in the legal field for over 50 years.

I am probably the oldest active member of San Antonio
LSA, having joined our tri-level association in 1974. I
handled many chairmanships and offices on the local
level and served as President of San Antonio LSA in
1979. I have also served on the state level, having served
as President of Texas ALP (then known as Texas
Association of Legal Secretaries) in 1988, and have also
served our national association, having become a
Certified Leadership Trainer through NALS, worked on
Leadership Training on the national level; became an
instructor for the National Education Institute, and served
as Bylaws Chairman/Parliamentarian for NALS. I
achieved my CLA certification in 1983. I was honored by
San Antonio LSA as Legal Secretary of the Year twice
and was named Legal Professional of the Year for Texas
ALP in 1995. I have retired from fulltime employment,
but enjoy doing temp work in the legal field, and also do
contract accounting work.
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CLE MEETINGS WILL BE HELD AT:

8633 Crownhill
San Antonio, Texas 78209
Cost: $16.00
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San Antonio LSA
Calendar of Events
March 8
Business Meeting (The Pearl)
March 22
CLE Luncheon – (La Fonda)
April 21 - 22 Texas ALP 62nd Annual Educational
Conference (El Paso)
April 26
Installation Dinner (La Fonda)

