1 PETER


PETER’S 1st Letter 
1 Peter was one of Jesus’ followers who encouraged others to follow God’s advice for a better life.  He wrote this letter to those who were following it to some degree throughout Turkey, in the regions of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.  But God wanted them to follow it to the extent that Jesus did.
Encouragement to Follow God’s Advice
Dear Friends,

We thank God for caring about us and giving us hope that we’ll come back to life after death, as Jesus did.  
Although you’re experiencing some hard times now, you should be glad that God is helping you follow Jesus’ example, which is more valuable than gold, so you’ll enjoy a better life in the future.  
God’s spokesmen told your ancestors long ago that God promised to send someone who would willingly suffer to help you enjoy a better life.  Ever since then, people who respect God have been looking forward to his coming.  Although you haven’t met Jesus personally, you’ll definitely enjoy a better life by following his example than by accumulating a lot of material things.
So stop being self-centered.  Use good judgment as you follow Jesus’ example.  This is what God’s spokesmen meant when they wrote long ago that everyone should reflect God’s character in their behavior.  God treats everyone fairly, so if you want God to help you enjoy a better life, you’ll need to follow God’s advice.  You should realize that it wasn’t material things such as gold or silver that caused you to improve your learned behavior.  It was Jesus’ total commitment to following God’s advice, which existed before the world was even created.  God brought him back to life after he died so you would be more inclined to follow his example.
Your life is much better when you follow God’s advice and care about others.  One of God’s spokesmen mentioned long ago that traditions are only temporary, like the blossoms on a plant.  But God’s advice is completely reliable, which is why we’re encouraging you to follow it.
2 Stop pretending to follow God’s advice, and stop slandering others out of jealousy.  You know that God cares about you and wants you to enjoy a better life, so you should be as motivated to follow God’s advice as newborn babies are to nurse from their mothers.
Jesus followed God’s advice even though some people gave him a hard time for doing so.  You should do the same.  One of God’s spokesmen predicted long ago that God would send someone to be the best example for others to follow.  Although some people refuse to follow Jesus’ example, those of you who do will not be disappointed.
You should be thankful that God cares about you and gives you guidance so you can enjoy a better life.  Try hard to stop being self-centered so those who’ve accused you of not following God's advice will see that you’ve changed.  
You should obey every authority that honors outstanding citizens and punishes criminals.  When you respect God and those in authority, others won't have any grounds to accuse you of not following God's advice.  So try your best to respect the authorities, even if they mistreat you.  You don’t impress God when you endure punishment that you deserve, but you do when you endure hardship for following God's advice, as Jesus did when he was executed on a cross.  Instead of retaliating against those who insulted him and caused him to suffer, he let God determine their fate.  

        You used to be like sheep who ignored their shepherd's guidance, but now you're willing to follow God's advice for a better life.

3 Those of you who are wives should respect your husbands so your conduct will encourage them to follow God’s advice.  You don’t need to wear expensive clothes and jewelry, or spend a lot time fixing your hair.  God is much more concerned that you express a humble and respectful attitude.  As you know, Sarah respected her husband Abraham long ago, as other wives respect their husbands.  When you follow their example, you can rest assured that you’re following God’s advice.
Those of you who are husbands should respect your wives because they depend on you to help them enjoy the better life you’ve been praying for.
God is ready and willing to help you care about others and help those in need.  Instead of retaliating against people who offend you, you should respond with kindness so others will treat you the same.  If you want to enjoy a better life, you shouldn’t do or say anything that will harm someone else.  
No one should give you a hard time for following God’s advice, but don’t be afraid if some people do.  If you’re prepared to tactfully explain why you follow it as Jesus did, they’ll be embarrassed for criticizing you.  It’s better to suffer for following God’s advice than to suffer for ignoring it.  Jesus suffered for following it to demonstrate that we need to do the same if we want God to help us enjoy a better life 

As you know, God was very patient with the people who refused to follow God’s advice long ago during the time of Noah.  The flood is a reminder that just eight people followed God’s advice and built a large boat to survive.  Your symbolic rinsing with water is a reminder that you’re enjoying a better life not because you’re a little cleaner on the outside, but because you’ve made a commitment to follow God’s advice, which Jesus demonstrated better than anyone else.
4 You should be prepared to suffer for following God’s advice, as Jesus did.  You used to pursue your own selfish desires and have drinking parties, but now your friends are criticizing you for no longer joining them.  We encouraged them to follow God’s advice so they could also enjoy a better life, but they refused.  
When you pray, ask God to help you care about others instead of pursuing your own selfish desires.  Welcome travelers without complaining.  Use the special abilities God has given you to help others so they’ll realize that God cares about them.  Ask God to help you say and do only what honors God, as Jesus did.
Don’t be surprised that some people are giving you a hard time for following Jesus’ example.  You should be glad they are, because it reflects that you’re honoring God.

You should be ashamed if you’re suffering the consequences for murder, stealing, or interfering in other people’s lives.  But you shouldn’t be embarrassed if you’re suffering for following Jesus’ example, because that honors God.  The time has come to make a total commitment to follow God’s advice.  It may be difficult to do, but those who don’t will never enjoy life as God intended.  It’s evident that those who are willing to suffer for following God’s advice are totally committed.
5 Since I personally saw Jesus suffer for following God’s advice, I’m committed to doing the same.  So I want to encourage those of you who are leaders among Jesus’ followers to lead them willingly, not because you have to or because you hope to gain something from it.  Lead them by example, as Jesus did, not by force. 
Those of you who are young should respect your elders.  But you should all depend on God for help because God cares about you and is ready and willing to help you.
Some people will give you a hard time for following God’s advice, as they do to others.  But God cares about you and wants you to follow the example of Jesus, who only suffered a short while.
Final Comments

I’m writing this brief letter with the assistance of Silas, one of Jesus’ followers, to encourage you to follow God’s advice.
My student Mark and Jesus’ other followers here in Rome send their greetings.  
Remember that God will help you enjoy life more as you follow Jesus’ example.






Sincerely,







Peter
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