St. Francis and St. Clare of Assisi Parish
Serving the Communities of:
St. Catherine of Siena Church
6476 Bayers Road; 902-454-8221
www.saintcatherineofsiena.ca
St. Mother Teresa of Kolkata Church
6032 Normandy Drive; 902-454-5835
www.motherteresaparish.com
St. Patrick’s Church
2263 Brunswick Street; 902-429-1300
www.saintpatrickschurch.ca
Pastor: Fr. Francesco Pirisi, FoH
Associate Pastor:
Fr. Nathanael DesRoches
Deacons:
Rev. Mr. Paul Carnell
Rev. Mr. Len Moore

St. Theresa’s Church
6351 North Street; 902-454-8221
www.sttheresaschurch.ca
Parish Address:
6351 North Street, Halifax, NS B3L 1P7
sttheresachurch@ns.sympatico.ca
https://www.facebook.com/
StFrancisandStClareofAssisiParish

Pat Belgrave, Admin. Assistant
St. Theresa’s:
Tues. & Thurs. 9:00 am—5:00 pm
St. Catherine’s:
Wednesday 9:00 am—5:00 pm
Cheryl Delaney, Admin. Assistant
St. Mother Teresa of Kolkata:
Tues. & Thurs. 9:00 am—2:00 pm;
St. Patrick’s:
Wed. & Fri. 9:00 am—2:00 pm
Religious Education Coordinators:
St. Catherine’s—Donna Noddin
St. Mother Teresa—Susan Sarty
St. Patrick’s—Sr. Bernadette
St. Theresa’s—Sr. Lucia

SUNDAY MASS TIMES
St. Catherine of Siena

St. Mother Teresa of Kolkata

St. Patrick’s

St. Theresa’s

Sunday 11:00 am & 7:00 pm

Saturday 4:00 pm; Sunday 11:15 am

Sunday 9:30 am

Saturday 4:30 pm; Sunday 9:30 am

St. Theresa’s Bulletin—Christmas Season 2020
Liturgy

Feast of the Holy Family
On the Sunday between Christmas and New Years we
celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family, a liturgical celebration
of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, the model for all Christian families. The scriptures pass over the early years of Jesus very
quickly. We learn of the flight into Egypt, the return to Nazareth, the finding of the young Jesus in the Temple of Jerusalem
when Mary and Joseph found him missing from the family
group. It was Pope Leo XIII that promoted the observance of
this feast in hopes that families would imitate the love and
devotion that prevailed in the Holy Family.

In 1989, Pope John Paul XII, after nearly, a century,
commented again on the writings of Pope Leo XIII describing the role of Saint Joseph in the family of Mary and
Jesus;" by divine will he was the guardian of the Son of
God and became the guardian, administrator, and the
defender of the divine house."
On January 1st. we celebrate the Solemnity Feast of Mary
the Mother of God. This is the highest title given to the
Blessed Virgin Mary "Mother of God" The readings chosen
for the feast tell us things about Mary as a Mother. She is
described as a prayerful and reflective person, keeping the
reports of the shepherds in her heart. We are reminded how
obedient Mary was to God when she responded to the
message of the angel Gabriel, and she was faithful to the
Jewish traditions by having Jesus circumcised. Mary
becomes the model of faith, hope and love. We ask for her
prayers and protection in the new year.
Merry Christmas and Many
Blessing for the New Year!
Please note that the Parish office
will be closed from noon on
December 24 and re-open on
Monday, January 4, 2021.

Pastoral Team Message

Saint Vincent de Paul Society
This year of pandemic has been different for all the activities
of the St Theresa’s community. With your support the St
Vincent de Paul Society was able to reach into the households
in our neighborhood much like we have in the past.
Based on the list provided by St Vincent’s Nursing Home we
dropped off Christmas presents for fourteen residents, many
of whom may have no one left in the world. We left the packages in the vestibule which served to drive home just how
much more isolated these vulnerable people were.
On December 17 and 18 the volunteers completed a ‘drop and
run’ to deliver gift cards to some two dozen apartments and
several rooming houses. Most are living on social assistance
or disability pensions and it was truly heartwarming how
excited they were to get out little packages at this time of
year.
On Tuesday December 22 we dropped off over twenty gift
bags of grocery cards and candy to occupants of a large
rooming house. One of the other residents prepares a full
Christmas dinner for all the residents with a little support
from St Vincent de Paul.
In a couple of months we will see each other regularly around
St Theresa’s church and we will share the stories of gratitude
from the people we help at Christmas and indeed throughout
the year.
Thank you once again for giving us the donations that enable
us to spread the joy of this special season.

In order to minimize contact, calendars are shrink
wrapped and must be purchased in advance by contacting
the Parish Office at 902-454-8221 or by email: sttheresachurch@ns.sympatico.ca
Cost:
$10 for pick-up / $15 to be mailed.
If you wish to purchase multiple copies and you wish
to talk about an alternate means of delivery, please
mention this when contacting the parish office.

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR TWO YOUTUBE CHANNELS
There are two YouTube Channels that are part of our church:
• St. Theresa's YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXVUcHY5lXdUIJZGRL49mHQ
• St. Francis and St. Clare of Assisi Parish YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4QgKeNNdXQOpZaxOhNNGzg

Please subscribe to both YouTube Channels if you haven't already done so and encourage your friends to subscribe. If
we reach 1000 subscribers then we will have access to many special features of YouTube, including automatic closedcaptioning in real-time for those who are hearing impaired!

Finance Corner
2020 has been a challenging year for everyone and with God’s help we will not see another one like it anytime
soon.
Under the leadership and pastoral care of Fr. Francesco and with the support of the Franciscans of
Halifax, we have still had many opportunities to worship together at Mass either in person or through the internet and to receive the Sacraments. We have enjoyed Zoom events organized by the Pastoral Team that bring us
together as a community and have been treated to creative and informative e-Bulletins and inspirational eHomilies. Throughout 2020, our Ministries, Committees and Organizations, supported by an army of volunteers,
have made their best efforts in less than ideal circumstances to continue to provide service to the Lord, our faith
community and beyond.
Parishioners did a remarkable job in 2020 by contributing generously both financially and with countless hours
of volunteer time. Weekly offerings and support for the 2020 Campaign for My Extra Help to Keep St. Theresa’s
Strong have been tremendous despite the hardships and the suspensions of in-person Masses. The many talents
given through volunteer work are essential gifts that help keep St. Theresa’s a strong and growing community.
Your generosity has allowed us to continue making necessary repairs and improvement to our Church to meet
the needs of the 21st Century and enabled the Pastoral Team to enrich community life. We have all benefited!
For 90 years the faithful at St. Theresa’s have all worked together to ensure that our faith community flourishes
here in the heart of Halifax. May we enjoy this Christmas in the peace, harmony and unity of Christ, blessed with
the hope that future generations of faithful will enjoy many, many more Christmas’ together here at St.
Theresa’s.
How to Give During the Pandemic
If you are able to continue to support St. Theresa’s during the pandemic and are able to register and attend Mass,
there will be a box at the back of the Church in which to place your offering in the usual way as you leave the
Church.
If you are unable to attend Mass for whatever reason and you are able to continue to support St. Theresa’s
during the pandemic please consider the following ways of making any of your offerings like the Sunday,
Christmas, My Extra Help, New Year’s, St. Vincent de Paul:

Option 1: e-Transfer
Option 2: PAPP
Option 3: Cheque

For Options 1—3 please, visit St. Theresa’s website at:
www.sttheresaschurch.ca and see the link for “Tips on How to Donate”

Option 4: Creative and Innovative Ideas During a Pandemic – If you have an idea, please contact the Church
Office. Your ideas are valuable and will be appreciated.
Option 5: Offer to become a volunteer in 2021 – Your service to the Lord and to your community through your
volunteer effort will bring you much joy. Your free time is valuable and we treasure your offering it to St.
Theresa’s.
*******
Stay tuned for the Big Reveal in the New Year to see if we succeeded in meeting our $30,000 goal for the 2020
Campaign for My Extra help to Keep St. Theresa’s Strong. Remember we have up to December 31, 2020 to reach
the goal.

Say a prayer to St. Theresa, St. Francis, St. Clare and the Holy Spirit and join in the effort to keep
St. Theresa’s strong and thriving especially as we keep our Parish and Churches open during
these challenging times!

2020 Contributions
As year end approaches, parishioners are reminded that if you wish to contribute and receive a 2020 income tax receipt,
donations must be received by December 31st. Any donations received January 1st onward, will be credited to 2021.

