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To the reader: To conserve space and ink, throughout this newsletter these  

abbreviations are used: 

CRC– Carnegie  Resource Center 

MAGS– Mitchell Area Genealogical Society 

MAHS– Mitchell Area Historical Society 

SDSHS - South Dakota State Historical Society 

Look for the Carnegie Resource Center on Facebook and at  

www.mitchellcarnegie.com. 

If you change your postal or email address, do let us know.  

605.996.3209 or Pam@mitchellcarnegie.com 

 

Letters Home from Davison County’s Soldiers in 

World War II 

     In this issue of the Carnegie Courier we see World 

War II through the experiences of men and women from 

Davison County who served in World War II and wrote 

home to relatives and friends.  The Daily Republic had a 

“Soldiers Letter-Writing Contest” and awarded a $25 

U.S. War Bond for the best letter submitted each week.  

Although the letters were censored, they provide first-

hand vivid and detailed reports by their writers. 

     MAHS has, thanks to Lyle Swenson’s almost daily 

research in MAHS’ old copies of The Daily Republic, a 

voluminous collection of these letters.  We can print 

only a small number of them in this newsletter.  How-

ever, all are filed and indexed in a binder at the Carnegie 

Resource Center where they can be easily read.  If only 

part of a very long letter is printed in this Carnegie Cou-

rier, an asterisk appears at the end of the letter.  

     To refresh your memory, for the record, the United 

States declared war against Japan, Germany, and Italy 

(the Axis powers) on December 8, 1941, after the air 

attack on Pearl Harbor on the Hawaiian island of Oahu 

on December 7, 1941.  Germany surrendered uncondi-

tionally on May 8, 1945, and Japan on August 15, 1945.  

The formal surrender of Japan was held on September 2, 

1945, aboard the battleship U.S.S. Missouri.  The U.S.S. 

South Dakota Memorial is located at the corner of 12th 

Street and Kiwanis Avenue in Sioux Falls.  The silver 

service of the first U.S.S. South Dakota is owned by the 

State of South Dakota and can be viewed at the Heritage 

Museum of the South Dakota State Historical Society in 

Pierre. 

 

Inform Us of Your Summer and Winter Addresses 

     Bulk mail is not forwarded.  The post office charges up to 66 

cents per item to return it to us.  Help us avoid that expense by 

giving us your correct addresses  for our two mailings of the  

newsletter.  Please call Pam Range at 605-996-3209 or email her 

at Pam@mitchellcarnegie.com.   

     If you would like to receive the Carnegie Courier newsletter by 

email,  please let Pam know.  Thank you! 
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Thomas T. Hersey of Mitchell did his part 

to help the scrap rubber collection during 

WWII.  This  1,060-pound load is made up 

of truck, car, bicycle, and road maintainer 

tires and tubes, shoe heels and soles, over-

shoes, boots, jar rings, rubber aprons, rubber 

toys, a tire pump hose, hot water bottles, 

garden hoses, and a trench hose.  The latter 

is a large hose that resembles a fire hose.  It 

was bought from the government over 20 

years before as surplus war material of 

WWI. (D.R., June 28, 1942) 

Lyle's Corner 

     Here we go again and we are still having fun!  Why don't you join us?  It’s never too late, and there is so much history to 

record and save for future generations.  Donations have been coming in faster than we can get them recorded and put away or 

on display, but please don't let that deter you from donating your history.  We promise to care for it. 

     Thank you, too, to the many renewed and new members.  Many of you also donated dollars very generously.  Our unpaid 

volunteers and I consider your generosity a testament of their countless hours of devoted work. 

     We have had some wonderful programs the last seven months, starting with Dr. Robert Duffet and the history of Dakota 

Wesleyan University.  Since Bob was leaving Mitchell, we thought it appropriate that we have another opportunity to chat with 

him and hear about his love for DWU.  February was topped off with the “History of Boy Scouts in Mitchell” by some of their 

leaders.  In March, Roger Musick, president of Innovative Systems here in Mitchell, brought us the “History of Innovative Sys-

tems” which proved to be very interesting and informative.  In April, we had Ken Stach of Letcher back again to detail “The 

Postal History of South Dakota Territorial Forts.”  You may remember that previously we have had him speak about “The His-

tory of Post Offices in Davison County.”  In the near future, he will return with more on early Sanborn County post offices.  

All were very interesting programs of history in our own backyard.  In May, we were honored with Wally Scott (a young 97 

years of age) and his family relating “The History of Scott Supply,” their business which is nearly 98 years old.  In June, we 

visited a number of Civil War veterans’ graves at Graceland Cemetery with the assistance of Becky Handrahan, sexton, and our 

own Chris Festvog.  July brought us Dr. Alan Outram from Exeter University in the United Kingdom and Dr. Adrien Hannus 

who heads Augustana’s Archeology Department.  This is the third year we have been privileged to hear these internationally 

recognized archeologists.  Dr. Outram spoke about “The Fates of Viking Greenland and Iceland – 900 A.D.” and Dr. Hannus 

brought us current with developments at South Dakota’s newest state park – “Good Earth State Park at Blood Run.”  If you 

would like to hear future interesting programs, please join us.  We meet the third Monday evening of each month at the Carne-

gie Resource Center. 

     This fall, we will mark the 25th anniversary of the MAHS.  Details of this year’s very special annual dinner meeting on 

Monday, September 16, are now final.  Be assured it will be a fun and memorable time. The speaker will be the Reverend Boyd 

Blumer telling about  the early preacher circuit riders.  If you have heard him before, you know what a wonderful job he does.  

If you have not heard him before, this will be one you will not want to miss!  So, mark your calendar!  This will be an evening 

to remember! 

     With the timely rains this summer, the Carnegie lawn is growing like crazy.  For the past several years, Jim Schneider has - 

without a penny of pay, even for the gasoline - kept the grass neatly trimmed, but now is suffering from cancer.  We thank him 

so much. 

     Until next time, know that you are always welcome at the Carnegie to visit or to volunteer for an hour, a day, or a week as 

you prefer.  We need YOU!  Call me at 933-0568.                                  Lyle Swenson, MAHS President and Charter Member 
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Genealogy Corner 

     Good news!  MAGS has fulfilled twelve requests for Pioneer Certificates and one request for an Early Settler Certificate 

since beginning this project in January 2013. For a certificate, see page 11 of this newsletter. 

     More good news!  The change in our business meeting to begin at 6:00 p.m. with the program meeting following at 7:00 

p.m. has worked out very well. We seem to get more done and have more time to enjoy our speaker of the evening.  In January, 

Sandy Spanos led us through the ins and outs of computer search with ancestry.com.  Our February speaker was Marti Bobertz 

who did an excellent program on “Secrets to Busting Through Brick Walls.”   “Brick walls” means that you are STUCK in 

your research and cannot find an earlier ancestor or cannot supply proof.  However, we genealogists  learn how to navigate 

around those barriers.  Richard Stedman gave us a hands-on lesson in “Scanning Our Photos” in March, and Phyllis Knutson 

led us through Scandinavian Research in May.  In June, Jane Healy from the SDSLS, taught us about the records that can be 

researched online with a library card.  A record number of members in July watched a video on “How to Research Germany.”   

Because of great interest in German research, we will present future programs about specific areas of Germany. 

     We are rearranging our genealogy research room in the west wing of the CRC to make it easier for those who prefer to do 

their own research.   First priority in any search is to establish a timeline of a period to search.  This is where the city directories 

come in handy.  Along with census records, they are real gold mines of information.  We also have birth, marriage, death, and 

burial indexes, as well as many notebooks of newspaper clippings.  Our volunteers keep up a steady pace of clipping and filing 

as well as being tour guides and doing cleaning and upkeep of the building.  The school yearbooks collection adds a fun ele-

ment to the lives of our ancestors.  Also available in other areas of the CRC are numerous valuable records.  We are able to 

help researchers because we have computers and access to ancestry.com, the free site of FamilySearch.org, and hundreds of 

websites with genealogical information. 

     The SDSHS Archives has placed an index of the South Dakota Naturalization Records online. The index, which includes 

the First Papers and the Second Papers, provides such information as names, county of residence, birth country, date of inten-

tion, and page and volume in the original records.  The Second Papers include names, county of residence, final date, birth 

year, country the immigrant is renouncing, and the page and volume in the original record.  There is also a history of the natu-

ralization laws on the site.  Other states have such records online.  Many times we tend to do research in county record sites; 

however, a check with the state historical websites may provide much information.  

     I find it harder than ever to keep up with technology as it applies to genealogical records.  After using MAGS’ new Flip-Pal 

scanner, I was amazed at how fast and easy it was to scan pictures.  I then bought a Flip-Pal.  What a wonderful little scanner 

this is!  In three days I scanned 125 pictures that went directly into my Family Tree Genealogy program.  As the family gene-

alogist, I try to obtain one good picture of each relative to include in my genealogical file.   Genealogy is the compelling chal-

lenge of assembling the entire picture and story of our ancestors.  

     As I have emphasized in previous MAGS columns, each family has cherished records and mementos.  Always be prepared 

with the most important items in a “grab-and-go” kit in case an emergency requires a hasty exit from your home.  It is also wise 

to scan family documents and keep the records off-site.  Finally, be sure all persons in the household know where the “grab-and

-go” kit is kept.  However, never should lives be risked to save the family documents.   

           Andie Harmes-Sindt 

           President, MAGS  

Buy Your Caramel Apples! 

     Corn Palace Festival and the delicious Woolworth caramel apple sales will begin on Wednesday, August 21, at noon and 

end on Sunday at the evening closing of the midway. 

     MAHS and MAGS volunteers, along with other community volunteers based at Einstein’s Costume Rentals (317 North 

Main Street), will prepare and sell the traditional caramel apples on a stick or sliced in a bowl.  Also available will be foot-long 

hot dogs, walking tacos, and beverages. 

     For a minimum order of ten items – any assortment – deliveries will be made at no extra charge.   For delivery, call 630-

0083. 

     This fundraising project benefits the Carnegie Resource Center in the successful ongoing work by volunteers to preserve the 

1903 former Carnegie Library and continue to build its research collection.  It also benefits Mitchell Main Street & Beyond in 

its work to improve Main Street and Avera at Home (hospice). 

     Don’t want to walk downtown?  Caramel apples on a stick may be purchased at Fanny Horner’s Eating Establishment. 

 



Carnegie Courier                                                                                                                                                                              10 

Volume VII,  Number 1                  www.mitchellcarnegie.com                                                      June 2013  

The above photo was taken in 1942 of the entrance to the Air Base located north of Mitchell.  The Air Base closed after WWII 

and was given to the City of Mitchell.  It is now Mitchell’s airport.  The photo is from Bob Brown’s extensive collection. 

MAHS Annual Dinner Meeting 

Monday, September 16, 2013, at the CRC 

     Please plan to attend this special annual dinner meeting of MAHS.  We will celebrate the 25th anniversary of the 

founding of MAHS and the 110th anniversary of the dedication of Mitchell’s Carnegie Library which, since May 

2006, has been owned by and is the home of the Mitchell Area Historical Society.  It is also the home of the 

Mitchell Area Genealogical Society. 

     The festivities will begin at 2:00 p.m. with a ribbon cutting and open house.  Kate Aulner,  Mitchell Postmaster, 

will cancel envelopes with the specially designed commemorative cancellation. 

     At the CRC, Doug Carlson and friends, who are a prize-winning barbecue team, will cook up a fabulous pork 

feed and Alice Claggett will make her delicious peach cobbler – for $12.50 in advance or $15.00 at the door.  See 

the reservation form included in this newsletter. 

     Everyone is welcome.  If weather is inclement, dinner will be served at the First United Methodist Church which 

is across West Third Avenue opposite the CRC. 

     After the festivities, the Reverend Boyd Blumer will tell about “Circuit Riding Preachers in Early Dakota His-

tory.” 

     Lyle Swenson says, “Do not miss this very special event!” 

 

Family Search Adds  WWII Records 

     FamilySearch has recently added more than 43.6 million indexed records and images from BillionGraves, Italy, 

and the United States. Notable collection updates include the 10 new indexed war records collections, including: 

the United States, World War II Prisoners of War of the Japanese, 1941-1945, collection, the United States, Ko-

rean War Battle Deaths, 1950-1957, collection, and the United States, Casualties of the Vietnam War, 1956-1998, 

collection .  Search these diverse collections and more than 3.5 billion other records for free at FamilySearch.org. 

https://familysearch.org/search/collection/2127320
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/2127893
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/2127893
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/2127907
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/2127907
http://familysearch.org/
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June 2013 Newsletter 

The Carnegie Resource Center is open 

  Monday through Saturday, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

Call 605.996.3209 for additional times. 

The Carnegie Courier 
Newsletter of the Mitchell Area Historical 

& Genealogical Societies 

119 West Third Avenue 

PO Box 263 

Mitchell, SD 57301 

 

Return Service Requested 

MAHS 

*Mon., July 15, 7:00 p.m.  Dr. Alan Outram, “The Fates of 

Viking Greenland and Iceland - 900 A.D.” and Dr. Adrien Han-

nus, “Update on Activities at Blood Run Park.” 

*Mon., Aug. 19, 7:00 p.m.  Scott Summers and Samantha Sum-

mers Beeson, “The History of Mitchell Iron and Supply – 1884 

to 2013.” 

Aug. 21-25  Woolworth Caramel Apples Fundraiser at Ein-

stein’s Costume Rental during Corn Palace Festival. 

*Mon., Sept. 16, 2:00 p.m. Ribbon Cutting, Open House, and 

Commemorative Stamp Cancellation to celebrate MAHS’ 25th 

Anniversary and the 110th Anniversary of the Carnegie Library 

building dedication. 

*5:30 p.m.  Barbecue pork feed and peach cobbler. 

*7:00 p.m.  The Reverand Boyd Blumer, “Circuit Riding 

Preachers in Early Dakota Territory.” 

*Tues., Oct 1, 7:00  Tom Riggert, “History of the Riggert Fam-

ily in Mitchell.” 

*Mon., Oct 21, 7:00 p.m.  Doug Fickbohm, “Collecting An-

tique Postcards -  Rare and Unique Cards with Explanations.” 

*Mon., Nov. 18, 7:00 p.m.  Ken Stach, “Red Cloud’s War and 

the Bozeman Trail.” 

*Thurs., Dec. 12, 6:30 p.m.  “Christmas at the Carnegie” fea-

turing the Mitchell Barbershop Chorus and pianist Wanema 

Wieczorek.   

MAGS 

*Mon., July 8, Agenda meeting at 6:00 p.m.  Program by Anna Marie 

Bosma at 7:00 p.m. “Germanic Research.” 

 

*Mon., Aug. 5, Agenda meeting at 6:00 p.m. Program by Megan 

George on Family Search website changes at 7:00 p.m. 

 

*Mon., Sept. 9, Agenda meeting at 6:00 p.m. Program  by Gary Jerke, 

President, South Dakota Germans from Russia Society at 7:00 p.m. 

 

*Tues., Oct. 1,  Agenda meeting at 6:00 p.m. Program by Tom Rig-

gert, “History of the Riggert Family in Mitchell” at 7:00 p.m.   

 

*Mon., Nov. 4, Agenda  meeting at 6:00 p.m.  Program meeting at 

7:00 p.m.  Members are asked to bring an item to share.   

 

*Mon., Dec. 2, Agenda meeting at 6:00 p.m.  Program by Laurie Lang-

land, DWU and Methodist Conference Archivist, on using the collec-

tion for genealogical research at 7:00 p.m. 

Coming Events  (An asterisk denotes event is at the CRC.) 


