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LMKA Offseason is Here!
While no LMKA meetings have been scheduled until fall, the association will be
busy during the coming months keeping up with all the happenings that impact
our residents. We’ll try to keep you informed. Although nothing has been
scheduled, if there is anyone who would like to plan and host a summer LMKA
meeting, please let us know. Perhaps a social event on a weekend???
We look forward to hearing from you… send ideas, questions, photos, stories.
Email: LMKAnews@gmail.com
Check our website: www.LMKA.org

Aerial photo of island looking south from MM76.5, provided by Jude Lindback,
Freewheeler Realty
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Do you have concerns...contact the Islamorada Village Council
Email Village Clerk, Kelly Toth, at clerk@islamorada.ﬂ.us and ask her to distribute your email to council.

Mayor

Councilwoman

Councilwoman

Vice Mayor

Councilman

Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful committed citizens can change
the world.

Indeed, it’s the only thing
that ever has.
Margaret Mead
Lower Matecumbe Key Association Statement of Purpose
The Lower Matecumbe Key Association, Inc. shall actively work to preserve and enhance the quality of
life and environment through participation and democratic process by the residents.
Goals shall include:
1. Monitoring activities such as zoning and construction.
2. Communicating with all members to alert them to potential problems or opportunities.
3. Coordinating the efforts of the individual neighborhood associations on common objectives.
4. Providing an open forum for presentation and discussion of issues.
5. Taking appropriate action on behalf of the membership.
Board of Directors: Mark Riley (president), Jacquie Dozier (secretary), Hermine Zavar (treasurer), Fernando
Franco, Chuck McWhirter, Roland Moore, Bill Rivenbark, Enrique Zamora, Chris Zeher
Newsletter: Sue Miller, editor

Email address—LMKAnews@gmail.com

Opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinions of the Board of Directors of LMKA.
Articles submitted with opposing points of view are encouraged.
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Did You Know ….

Laura Quinn….

Old post card

A lady remembered as the founder of the
celebrated Florida Keys Wild Bird Center . Also known as the “Bird
Lady,” Laura’s unquestionable legacy was rescuing and rehabilitating
wild birds. But did you know she once lived and worked on our island?
Once a statistician and mathematics teacher, Quinn always loved
nature. She and her husband were sailors, eventually relocating to a
home at MM76.3 on Lower Matecumbe where she ran a little Bayfront
motel, “The Evening Shade Motel.”
Quinn was born on Sept. 18, 1928 in Buffalo, WY. She grew up in
Atlantic City and earned a bachelor's degree from Temple University in
Philadelphia. She spent much of her career as a librarian and math
teacher in Annapolis, MD and later in Orlando. She moved to the Keys
in 1971, teaching at Coral Shores High School while operating the old
Evening Shade Motel.
The motel was sold in the mid-1980s and Laura bought a small
oceanfront home on Plantation Key. Eventually, her interest in birds
led her to get help from veterinarian, Dr. Robert Foley, to provide
modest rehabilitation facilities behind her home. By reading books and
watching Dr. Foley, Laura learned how to help injured birds, fixing
broken wings and removing fishhooks and monofilament line.
The Florida Keys Wild Bird Center began with cages erected in
Laura's back yard in 1986. Four years later, Laura moved the center to
the current 5.5-acre sanctuary site in Tavernier and dedicated the rest
of her days to caring for the birds she loved. Quinn died in her home
at the wild bird center on September 18, 2010, her 82nd birthday, just
hours before a previously planned ceremony took place to rename the
visitor center as the The Laura Quinn Wild Bird Sanctuary.
Quinn once stated “I get bored. I tried to knit or crochet, but
woodworking seemed to be the thing.” Decades ago, to counter her
boredom, she began carving native birds that she loved so much. Her
carvings are treasured by many Keys collectors who bought the
carvings as fast as Quinn could carve them. Occasionally there was
a carving available at the gift shop at the wild bird center.
LMKA board member, Chuck McWhirter, has an amazing collection of
dozens of Laura’s carved birds.. “I always thought the money I paid
was for Laura and her expenses. But she never kept any of it. It was
always used to help more birds.”

Mission Wild Bird
Avian Hospital & Visitor Center
92080 Overseas Highway
Tavernier, FL 33070
Open 9-5, M-F
A new display cabinet at the Mission Wild Bird
Educa onal center in Tavernier now houses
bird ﬁgures hand carved by Laura Quinn.
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Sea Oats Beach Clean-up A Huge Success

The Monroe County Sheriff's Office and Islamorada District Captain Corey Bryan organized a shoreline
cleanup of Sea Oats Beach on Saturday, May 13th beginning at 8:00 a.m. So many volunteers showed
up to help that by 9:00a.m. the beach was just about cleared of all bottles, tires, flip flops, and the
unbelievable trash that boaters throw overboard!
Nearly 100 residents participated in the cleanup effort, understanding that this stretch of undeveloped
natural shoreline, a nesting area for sea turtles, is such an important natural resource in Islamorada.
Not only did this cleanup provide a real community service, it was quite a social event with kids, parents,
and grandparents all working side by side. Debbie Pierog, an island resident and owner of Caribbean
Catering, provided scrumptious coffee cake and coffee.
Capt. Corey Bryan of the Islamorada police department commented: “The clean up was a huge
success. It generates more community support due to the caring and generosity from the Lower
Matecumbe residents. Sheriff Ramsay was very impressed how everyone comes together in the area to
get the job done.”
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Introducing……
Babs Kendziorski

Babs and her husband have been taxpayers on our island for
35 years now. But it is not the taxes that provide the greatest
benefit from having these folks as residents. Babs, now in her
60s, spends six months here every year, diligently picking up
trash nearly every day. Why? Because Babs and her husband
love Lower Matecumbe!
Babs will tell you what makes life on the island special….…
“It is away from the chaos, the bike path is fabulous, Robbie’s
always offers some entertainment, even if you go just to see
people. Feeding the tarpon is amazing!!! And we have Channel 2
and Channel 5 bridges almost at our doorsteps.” And aren’t our residents, like Babs, extraordinary!!!!
If you have seen a lady picking up the trash at the lower end of the island, it is probably Babs! Here is her
story in her own words… with photos to illustrate her efforts:
I could not walk to Angelo’s or Channel 2 Bridge, see garbage everywhere and not pick it up. I chose
to clean the bridge because of the creatures that are injured and killed from people’s irresponsibility.
How can a creature escape from a mass of tangled fish line when we cannot escape that same mass
with two hands assisting?
This is the sixth winter that I have been cleaning trash from Toll Gate Blvd to Channel 2 Bridge as well
as the bridge itself. I clean because I love the fish, birds, dolphins, turtles, sea creatures and want so
much to help them. I have freed grateful birds from fish line. Thrills me and them.
My cleaning equipment: bike, picker, bike basket, two buckets, secured plastic bags, sanitizer, gloves.
Clorox the bottoms of my shoes each morning after biking/walking bridge. Yes… people poop on the
bridge fishing platforms, parking lots and in mangroves.

So many people, using the bridge to ﬁsh, leave garbage… just about everything imaginable….ﬁsh line, ﬁsh
tackle, food packaging, ice bags, waxed chum boxes, cigare e bu s and lighters, knives, dead ﬁsh, bait,
Gatorade bo les, beer bo les and caps, baby wipes, SO MANY PLASTIC WATER BOTTLES, used women's sanitary
products, dirty diapers, used condoms, shoes, clothing, towels, hats, paper, used Q-Tips and plas c dental ﬂoss
picks. Mind you, big blue garbage cans are just a few steps away and so convenient.
Con nued, next page
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Introducing……Babs Kendziorski (continued)
Heritage Trail rangers are responsible for 104 miles of trails, 23 bridges. They empty the garbage
weekly (Monday for Channel Two, 14 fishing platforms) on all those bridges (Long KeyBridge has 40
platforms), do the mowing, edging and weed eating, maintenance. Only six rangers do all this work.
So I try to help.
Rain and wind are enemies of the bridges. Wind blows the garbage into the water. Rain washes yards
and yards of fish line into the ocean/bay. Beautiful pieces of coral are so entangled with fish line and
left on bridge. The corals have grown around the fish line and lead weights. Two winters ago, I
collected 45 pounds of lead weights from discarded tackle. This winter, another 45 pounds of lead
weights.
KEYS GARBAGE DISEASE ... there is a cure..... but people need to be educated, care about what
they are doing and be responsible with their garbage. I do my little part by collecting the trash BUT
THERE IS SO MUCH.
I BRAKE MY BIKE FOR PLASTIC!!!! PLASTIC never goes away. Plastic is a petroleum product and
doesn't dissolve or decompose.
I believe the Chamber of Commerce needs to be PROACTIVE and advertise to come to the Keys,
BUT PROTECT THE JEWEL THAT WE HAVE. Quite simple: TRASH IN --- TRASH OUT.
The bike path through our island as well as the Channel Two fishing bridge is part of the Florida Keys
Overseas Heritage Trail, one of 10 trails managed as part of the Florida State Parks system. Clearly Babs
provides a valued volunteer service to the state of Florida.
This is what Mike Guarino, Park Manager, Florida Keys Overseas Heritage Trail, and the four Islamorada
state parks has to say about Babs:
“Babs is a vigilant and dedicated environmental conservationist. Babs walks the walk and in winter months is
at Channel Two Bridge collecting debris before it ends up in the ocean. Babs recently donated several large
containers to the park that took her six winters to collect, one is filled with just fish hooks. It sends a very clear
and disturbing message of what’s being discarded and what’s ending up in our waters. We are looking
forward to using her collections to educate on the hazards that litter plays in our marine environment.”

Welcome to Florida Keys Overseas
Heritage Trail

Fishing along near the Channel Five Bridge

Stemming from a locally-inspired vision and master
plan, the FKOHT is a multi-use bicycle and
pedestrian facility that serves as a recreational and
alternative transportation corridor for the Florida
Keys, from MM106 in Key Largo to MM 0, Key
West. Paralleling U.S. Highway 1, which is
designated as a National Scenic Highway and AllAmerican Road, this recreational pathway
incorporates 23 of the historic Flagler Railroad
bridges, offering a scenic venue for hiking, running,
bicycling, skating, sightseeing, fishing and kayaking.
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Spring Colors in the Keys
Take time to appreciate our island!

Geiger Tree

Sunrise over Indian Key
Passion flower

Yellow Tabebuia

Frangipani

Desert rose

Jamaica Caper

Royal Poinciana

June 2017

President’s Corner:

Membership Application/Renewal
First Name(s): _____________________________

You may have heard us repeat the words of the
LMKA mission statement “actively work to
preserve and enhance the quality of life and
environment” and wondered what you can do as
an individual to make things better. Isn’t our island
special already? Sure is… but let’s do everything
we can to keep it that way or make it even better.

Last Name: _______________________________

·

Phone (local): _____________________________

·

If something bothers you … voice your thoughts,
write a letter to the editor, or try working on a fix.
Some of us hate when garbage cans are out on the
street day after day. Remind your neighbors of the
rules and offer to take them in yourself!

·

Let the Village Council members know that we need
to do something about the excessive traffic on U. S,.
One that often keeps us home bound on weekends!
More development isn’t the answer.

·

Keep reminding government entities that the party
beach on our island needs better enforcement.

Working together, LMKA can make a difference.

Mark Riley, President

Email: lmkanews@gmail.com
Website: Www.lmka.org
Lower Matecumbe Key Assoc
P. O. Box 911
Islamorada, FL 33036

Mailing Address: __________________________
_________________________________________
Local Address: ____________________________

Other phone: ______________________________
Email: ___________________________________

Provide your email please! Get your
newsletter faster and save LMKA
printing/postage costs! We only use the
email address to send newsletters,
information and reminders about Lower
Matecumbe.
Make check payable to
LMKA
P. O. Box 911,
Islamorada, FL 33036
Family $20; Single $12

