
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Rev. Dr. Joel G. Koepp

229 11th Ave. West  
Grinnell, IA 

Office: 641-236-6691   
Pastor Koepp’s Cell: 507-829-3901

Pastor Koepp’s Email: koeppj@hotmail.com
Church Secretary Email: immanuelutheran@iowatelecom.net

Website: http://www.immanuelgrinnell.org
Podcast: https://anchor.fm/ImmanuelGrinnell

  + THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY +
 June 28, 2020

As We Gather ~ Jesus Receives Sinners

“This man receives sinners and eats with them” (Luke 15:2). The 
Pharisees’ statement of judgment against Jesus is in fact a procla-
mation of Gospel truth. For our God is one who delights in mercy, 
who casts all our sins into the depths of the sea through the cross 
(Micah 7:18–20). “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” 
(1 Tim. 1:15). Those who refuse to be counted as sinners also refuse 
Jesus who came only for sinners. Those like the older son (Luke 
15:11–32), who think they are righteous of themselves, will not join in 
the heavenly celebration over the sinner who repents and so remain 
outside of the Father’s house. Let us therefore be on guard against 
self–righteously trusting in our own merits. “Humble yourselves, 
therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time 
He may exalt you” (1 Peter 5:6). Rejoice that Jesus receives sinners 
like us and that He still sits at table with us in the Holy Supper, be-
stowing His forgiveness and life.

Hymn ~ “Lord, to You I Make Confession”    LSB   608
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Common Versicles                            LSB 219
Text and tune: Public domain
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Antiphon (Proper 3-7, Trinity 1-8)

Venite                               LSB 220

+ PSALMODY +
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Antiphon (Proper 3-7, Trinity 1-8)

Proper: Introit     Psalm 25:1–2a, 5b, 15, 20; antiphon: vv. 16, 18      

    Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,*
 for I am lonely and af- | flicted.
    Consider my affliction and my | trouble,*
 and forgive | all my sins.
    To you, O LORD, I lift | up my soul.*
 O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame.
    You are the God of my sal- | vation;*
 for you I wait all the | day long.
    My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,*
 for he will pluck my feet out | of the net.
    Oh, guard my soul, and de- | liver me!*
 Let me not be put to shame, for I take ref- | uge in you.
    Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
 and to the Holy | Spirit;
    as it was in the be- | ginning,*
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
    Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,*
 for I am lonely and af- | flicted.
    Consider my affliction and my | trouble,*
 and forgive | all my sins.

Hymn ~ ““As Surely as I Live,” God Said”                 LSB 614                           
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5 The words which absolution give
 Are His who died that we might live;
 The minister whom Christ has sent
 Is but His humble instrument.

6 When ministers lay on their hands,
 Absolved by Christ the sinner stands;
 He who by grace the Word believes
 The purchase of His blood receives.

7 All praise to You, O Christ, shall be
 For absolution full and free,
 In which You show Your richest grace;
 From false indulgence guard our race.

8 Praise God the Father and the Son
 And Holy Spirit, Three in One,
 As was, is now, and so shall be
 World without end, eternally!

Text and tune: Public domain



6

+ READINGS +

Reading                         Micah 7:18–20
   18Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity
 and passing over transgression
 for the remnant of his inheritance?
   He does not retain his anger forever,
 because he delights in steadfast love.
   19He will again have compassion on us;
 he will tread our iniquities under foot.
   You will cast all our sins
 into the depths of the sea.
   20You will show faithfulness to Jacob
 and steadfast love to Abraham,
   as you have sworn to our fathers
 from the days of old.
             
A O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Reading               1 Peter 5:6–11
 6Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God 
so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7casting all your anxi-
eties on him, because he cares for you. 8Be sober-minded; be 
watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour. 9Resist him, firm in your faith, know-
ing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your 
brotherhood throughout the world. 10And after you have suffered 
a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal 
glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and estab-
lish you. 11To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
                 
A O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.



Reading                      Luke 15:1–10
 1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to 
hear [Jesus]. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, 
“This man receives sinners and eats with them.”  3So he told them 
this parable: 4“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has 
lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, 
and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 5And when he has 
found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6And when he comes 
home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to 
them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 
7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 
who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no 
repentance.
 8“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one 
coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently 
until she finds it? 9And when she has found it, she calls together 
her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have 
found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy be-
fore the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
         
A O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
      
Responsory                        LSB 221
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Sermon          “Rejoice with the Lost”

+ CANTICLE +

Te Deum                 LSB 223
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Offering

+ PRAYER +

Kyrie                               LSB 227
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Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
   For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

Introduction to Collects              LSB 227

Collect of the Day: Trinity 3
 O God, the protector of all who trust in You, without whom    
 nothing is strong and nothing is holy, multiply Your mercy on us 
 that, with You as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through 
 things temporal that we lose not the things eternal; through 
 Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the   
 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Prayer of the Church
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Collect for Grace
L  O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God,   
 You have safely brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend 
 us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day 
 we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that   
 all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be 
 righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our   
 Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
 God, now and forever.

Benedicamus           LSB 228

Benediction                              LSB 

Hymn ~ “Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me”                        LSB   683   
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Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001879
Text: Public domain

Acknowledgments
Matins from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English 
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House.
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The Immanuel Spirit
Welcome! 

Scripture Lessons for next Sunday: Genesis 50:15–21, Romans 
8:18–23 and Luke 6:36–42.

Stewardship: Luke 15:10 – “Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the 
angels of God over one sinner who repents.” Jesus eats with sinners 
not so that they will remain stuck in their sins, but so that they will 
come to know His love and repent. To repent means to turn, that is, 
to turn away from sin and toward Jesus in faith. Whether the sin we 
struggle with is pride, greed, doubt, etc., the Lord calls us to turn to 
Him again in faith and away from our sin.

Pastor Koepp will be gone from June 30 through July 4. If a need 
arises, contact his cell phone 507-829-3901, or one of the elders.

Building Healthy Families for June 28th: LFS workers are busy in 
all parts of Iowa serving young women who are pregnant without the 
benefit of marriage and couples who are ready to grow their family 
through the gift of adoption. You can be part of this work in three im-
portant ways: 1) If you know of someone who is pregnant and needs 
help to make a plan for her life and the life of her child, help them 
contact LFS; 2) If you know a married man and woman with a strong 
Christian faith who want to build their family through traditional or 
embryo adoption, direct them to LFS; and 3) If God has blessed 
you with resources beyond what you need for your daily life, help 
support this life-work which depends heavily on partnership gifts of 
all sizes from Lutherans here in Iowa. Make a gift today by mail or 
through the LFS web site. Together we’re in the LIFE business! ~ 
Lutheran Family Service of Iowa: Des Moines (515) 251-4900. 
www.LutheranFamilyService.org

Hear the sanctity of life throughout Scripture and all year long!  
LifeMoments from Lutherans for Life listens to each week’s appoint-
ed lectionary readings with life ears and applies God’s Word to life 
hurts. For more information, visit lutheransforlife.org.
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Life Quote for June 28th: “[T]the family is universal. Individuals 
meeting from different cultures do not have to explain to each other 
what a family is. The family lies at the quantum level of human soci-
ety. Family life is deeply rooted in an area of mystery we do not fully 
understand. Like a tree, it is living, rooted, and nourished by the soil 
of the past and reaching up into the future. It is not manufactured. 
Although socially reinforced, it is not ‘socially constructed.’ It is a pre-
cious Gift.” James M. Kushiner, The Fellowship of St. James ~ A 
“Life Quote” from Lutherans For Life www.lutheransforlife.org

Lutheran Hour Ministries for July 5th: Hear “Unhelmed” by Rev. 
Dr. Michael Zeigler. Are you living in the reality of life as it is right 
now, life as it will be, or somewhere in between? ~ Listen next 
Sunday on 600 WMT at 6:30 a.m., 1190 KFJB at 8:30 a.m., WHO-
1040 at 7:30 a.m., & 1410 KGRN at 7:30 a.m. 

Life Thought in the Church Year for June 28th: God’s love and 
Christ’s forgiveness come to us and carry us. Afraid and unable on 
our own, His words and ways bear us home every time to rejoic-
ing (Luke 15:1-10). Let us seek with Him to rescue His little ones, no 
matter where they’ve wandered or how they’re wounded  (1 Timothy 
1:12-17), that we may celebrate together. Holy Father, accompany 
me with Your grace through this collapsing world that no more may 
be lost. Amen.

KFUO Radio, a media ministry extension of LCMS congregations, 
shares Christ for you anytime, anywhere on KFUO.org via wor-
ship services, Bible and theology studies, practical talk programs, 
and sacred music. You can find programs on demand at kfuo.org 
and wherever you get your podcasts! This week on KFUO.org, 
continue the series on Play and Mental Health with Deaconess 
Heidi Goehmann on The Coffee Hour (6/29 at 9:00 a.m. CT), study 
James 4-5 on Sharper Iron’s “Wisdom from Above” (weekdays at 
8:00 a.m. CT), and learn about our Lutheran doctrine on Concord 
Matters (6/30 at 2:00 p.m. CT). Find these programs on demand at 
kfuo.org!

VBS 2020 will be held July 13-15 from 9am to 11am. Registration 
forms are available on the entryway table. 



YOUR LIFELINE TO THE LUTHERAN WORLDVIEW... Issues, 
Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran Public 
Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  
This week’s teachings include: A Lutheran Justification for Political 
Resistance, The Transgender Craze Seducing Our Daughters, Lu-
theran Piety in the Home, Mary Visiting Elizabeth and more.  You 
can listen at your convenience at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile 
app and your favorite podcast provider.

Cleaning: Household(s) responsible for the week of 6/28—7/4 is 
Kaloupek. Household(s) responsible for the week of 7/5—7/11 is 
Kracht/Krumm. If it is your week to clean church & you have other 
obligations or prefer to write a check rather than cleaning, the cost 
is $50. Please contact Amber Carnine (641-990-5985) no later than 
the Thursday of the week before it is your week to clean. 

 
Celebrating Birthdays This Week

No birthdays this week

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS
        Week of June 21

     Attendance      41
     Communion     27
     General:          $3285.00

WEEK AHEAD
  Today  9am   3rd Sunday after Trinity
     10:30am  Bible Study
        Food Pantry Sunday

  Next Sun. 8am   Elders’ Meeting
     9am   Fourth Sunday after Trinity
        Missions: Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca
     10:30am  Bible Study



Brokenness
by Lois Brauer, a member of Lutherans For Life

In our world there has always been brokenness of some kind—
all the time—everywhere. It is inescapable. Since March, our 
lives have been touched with a unique brokenness brought 
about by something unseen—the COVID-19 virus. It has defi-
nitely changed everyone's life to some degree. 

As I have been living through this new experience, I have given 
it a lot of thought. Probably too much. Why did this happen? 

Why now? Is it genuine? Is it really a virus or is it some political or social-
media ploy for attention or distraction? Why are the elderly being “tagged” as 
the most vulnerable (even if we are)? Why weren’t steps to deal with this issue 
implemented to enable businesses to remain open—yet in a safe manner? My 
assumption is leaders were hoping to prevent more illness and death and yet 
wanted desperately to find ways that would be beneficial in the future should 
something like this occur again. I think we all know that sooner or later some-
thing else will happen which causes the same concerns, and it would be good to 
have a solution in place right away.  

I want to share a true story of brokenness that occurred to me. Following my 
knee joint replacement surgery a number of years ago, I got out of bed and ea-
gerly looked forward to the new day. Just as most of you, I have a routine I fol-
low each morning. Mine included that of putting my dog, Freckles, outside first 
thing upon awakening and then feeding her. This particular morning, I had 
put her dry food in her dish and proceeded to put it down on the floor for her. 
Well, apparently, I didn't have a good grip on the dish, and, in her eagerness to 
get to her food, Freckles bumped into my arm and the dog food went scattering 
all over the tile floor. Disaster! I mean it went every direction possible leaving 
a big mess. I was not a happy camper at that moment, having to clean up this 
mess when I was still half asleep. Needless to say, Freckles was quick to act and 
help clean it up!

That morning, as I looked at the dog food scattered all over the floor, I thought 
how our lives can be broken into pieces by many things. At that particular time, 
I was recuperating from surgery that proved to be a bit challenging. My life had 
been broken into pieces with the recovery, loneliness, inability to get around, 
loss of loved ones, etc. 



This small event reminded me that we all experience brokenness in our lives 
in some way or another, such as the current COVID-19 virus, the diagnosis of 
a terminal illness of a loved one, alcoholism and/or drug addiction by some-
one we love, an unplanned pregnancy, unexpected surgery, a sudden death in 
the family, a long illness draining all our savings, the loss of a job, divorce, etc. 
There are so many things. 

There is one more that sometimes we do not recognize—sin. Sin causes broken-
ness in so many ways, including the ones I mentioned.

What do we do? How do we react? Where do we go? Often, we get frustrated, 
tired, and lose sight of the HOPE we have in our lives. That HOPE is our loving, 
caring Savior Who is there at all times. He longs to hold us closely to Himself, 
to comfort and console us, to listen to our cries and sobs, to bring healing, to 
bring us what we need. Too often, we become so overwrought with our con-
cerns that we can't even think of or see Christ in the midst of everything or go 
to the source of our HOPE—God’s Word, the Bible. 

Often, our tendency is to put devotional time with Jesus later—late in the day, 
tonight or tomorrow—when we’ll “have more time.” Although sometimes it is 
difficult, I have found it to be a blessing to go to Him before I start my busy day. 
He talks to me through His Word, and I can share my thoughts and concerns 
for the day with Him—praying for and about so many things. My prayers can 
include the church, my congregation, pastors, leaders, my large family, friends, 
neighbors, acquaintances, someone ill, the loss of a loved one by someone, and 
so much more. CAUTION: It is easy to spend an entire morning with the Lord! 
But it is then easier to go out and face the day—it’s amazing.

Right now, we can check on each other to see if there is a need for anything, 
prayer, etc. That is one of the blessings I have as a member of Lutherans For 
Life. I have the privilege and blessing of sharing Jesus’ love with others who 
may be hurting or dealing with a particular life issue—conception, terminal 
illness, death, grief, and more. Our Life Chapter members are eager to help you 
by listening to your concerns and by providing you with literature or brochures 
on some of the life issues we daily face. Please let us know if we can help you in 
any way.

There are so many beautiful, comforting Bible passages that people have been 
sharing with one another during this pandemic. I have a number of Bible verses 
I turn to depending on the situation including Hebrews 12, Romans 8:28, Psalm 
121:1, Philippians 4:4-7. What are your favorites? 

May the Lord’s love and peace be with all of us as we face each new day.


