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Ernie Wollak collects tractors from all makes. He
has many common names like Farmall and John
Deere, but also has rare Ànds like Cockshutt.

Holding
onto
history
Wollak restores tractors
to preserve past

by NATASHA BARBER
STAFF WRITER

SAUK RAPIDS —
A handful of tractors and
equipment sit under the
trees in what Ernie Wollak
calls his “boneyard.” The
pieces are weathered and
show their age. The iron
is rusted and lichen grows
across the chipped paint.
But although the grouping
looks like a pile of longforgotten scrap metal, it
is nothing of the sort. For
within this heap of history
lies something special —
Wollak’s next project.

“I remember when I
had 20 tractors sitting out
there,” said Wollak, owner
of Ernie’s Antique Tractors
and Wollak Construction,
Inc.
Along with marbles,
old safes, toy tractors and
a token historic ink well,
oil sample or candy machine, Wollak collects old
tractors. After purchasing
the old iron from auctions
locally and across the nation, he pays for them to be
completely restored to their
original state.
“You Ànd collections,
but you don’t Ànd collec-

tions of 100 tractors, totally
restored with new rubber.
We go through everything
– clutches, carburetors, engines – and they get new
paint,” he said.
To date, Wollak has
over 130 non-duplicated
pieces of farm machinery.
His tractors range 20 different makes from the recognizable Allis Chalmers,
International
Harvester,
John Deere and Minneapolis Moline to the rare
Cockshutt, Oliver and
Wallis. In addition to the
tractors, Wollak owns historical pieces such as a hay
stacker, a corn binder and
a manual silage chopper.
His collection is kept in an
orderly, indoor, three-wing
museum and all of the ma-

chines are in running condition.
“Every tractor has a
battery and is hooked up,”
Wollak said. “We put about
12 new batteries in each
year. We start every tractor
twice a year and run about
a quarter gallon of gas
through them. If you don’t
start them, everything gets
so dry and the gas gets
old.”
The Àrst tractor Wollak
restored came to him in a
bittersweet transaction.
While establishing his
business in the early 1980s,
Wollak constructed both
houses and agricultural
Wollak
continued on pg. 2B
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Wollak also collects old safes, toys, gas pumps and much
more.

The frost bite
Kitchar’s apple crop total loss
by NATASHA BARBER
STAFF WRITER
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after growing and grafting Àve apple trees from seed. The grove now
spans 10 acres and boasts over 1,000
trees. Typically, Kitchar would harvest 8 to 10,000 bushels of apples
from his land, but this year was different. Kitchar’s trees dropped their
apple blossoms early in the growing
season and the ones left were salvageable only for cider.
“I can’t be certain, but I believe
the reason why we had no apples this
year is because we had three or four
hard frosts after the trees had blossomed,” Kitchar said. “The blossom
Jack’s Apple Farm
continued on pg. 3B

Knight
PS160
Vertical
beater
spreader $27,900
H&S 7’ hay tedder
$1,995

Haybuster
H1000 Tub
Grinder
good cond. -

$10,900

CID Brush cutters,
skid steer 3-blade, 60”-72”
extreme IN STOCK

NH 195
Spreader
tandem,
slop gate
- $5,995

Highline CFR650
IN STOCK!

“Service
After The
Sale”

2) Kuhn 1140 box
spreaders, rental units, top

beater, apron speed control, 540
RPM - CHOICE $17,900

SPREAD ‘N SAVE

UP TO $1,500 OFF SELECT NEW SPREADERS
400-1,000 Bushel units • Slingers and Box Spreaders

WE’RE DEALING! All reasonable offers considered

FLUEGGE’S AG
LEASING
AVAILABLE

Farm Material Handling Specialist

ROD FLUEGGE “the boss”
2040 Mahogany St., Mora, MN • 320-679-2981
WWW.FLUEGGESAG.COM

BA41-1B-JW

Rubes Sponsored by Fluegge’s Ag

SAUK RAPIDS — Normally,
when a chill hits the air in central
Minnesota and the trees begin to show
their autumn maroons and golds, people swarm beyond the masonry wall
at Jack’s Apple Farm on Highway 95.
Regular customers come seeking their
staple apples, artisan breads and cider;
and passers-by swing in for a bag of
apples and a curious peek at the orchard which lies within.
But there’s nothing normal about
this fall.
Jack’s Apple Farm is closed this
season due to total crop loss.
“It’s just terrible,” said owner Jack
Kitchar. “This is my worst year. My
Àrst year I actually got more apples.”
Which says a lot, considering how
the orchard has grown over the past 30
years.
Kitchar began his orchard in 1980

Jack Kitchar, owner of Jack’s Apple
Farm, stands with his daughter Jackie
Kitchar. The Kitchars lost their entire
apple crop this year due to late frost and
are closed for the season.
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buildings. After a turn in
the market, a farmer was
not able to pay for Wollak’s
work and suggested Wollak
take a 1947 Minneapolis
Moline Z from his land.
“This tractor was in
the weeds back then, and
he told me I could have it,”
Wollak said.
Wollak isn’t sure why
he agreed upon the tractor
as partial payment so many
years ago, but said he still
had the Àre and blood of
farming in him at that age.
The Model Z also held a
tender spot in his heart.
“When I was young
and we would chop corn,
my brothers and I had to
drive my uncle’s model
Z and pull the silage box
alongside the chopper. As
the box Àlled, the Z didn’t
have the power to pull it.
We would either have to
clutch down or my uncle
and dad would have to slow
the chopper,” said Wollak,
who grew up Àve miles
east of Rice. “But they
wouldn’t. They wouldn’t
go slower. They’d just cover us with silage. They’d
Àll us full. And then they’d
laugh and we’d catch up to
them.”
Wollak’s fond memories and the accrual of the Z
triggered something in the
man. He started attending
two or three auctions every
week, buying old tractors as
inexpensively as possible.
Then in the mid-90s began
having the tractors restored
by locals Pete Schwinghammer, Dave Moeller and
Reggie Siemers.
“We’re always working on a project,” Wollak
said. “Sometimes it takes
six months and sometimes
it takes a year. You never
rush it. When they get

Real field
experience
With the mud on
our boots to prove it
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Ernie Wollak talks about his collection at his museum off of Highway 10. Wollak has over 100
restored tractors within his building.
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done, they get done.”
The projects in Wollak’s “boneyard” are becoming less and less and
Wollak doesn’t plan on
adding any more wings to
his museum, but his desire
to preserve history hasn’t
wavered. He recently acquired a Minneapolis Moline tractor used by the
U.S. Navy and plans on
purchasing and restoring
an Army tractor soon.
“You can see I’m
plump full,” Wollak said,
as he gestured to tractors
meticulously placed within
his sheds. “But if we don’t A vintage track loader sits in Wollak’s “boneyard” where he
his upcoming restoration projects. He bought the piece
have this stuff around, keeps
over a decade ago and plans on restoring the piece this winter.
who’s going to know about
it?”
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Sauk Rapids Police Department activity
Monday, September 26
0329 hrs – fraud on the 1700 block of 2nd Ave N
0955 hrs – accident
1017 hrs – theft on the 800 block of 11th St N
1036 hrs – theft on the 700 block of 11th St N
1131 hrs – escort
1148 hrs – theft on the 1700 block of 2nd Ave N
1339 hrs – property on the 400 block of River Ave S
1457 hrs – theft on the 400 block of River Ave S
1616 hrs – harassment on the 700 block of 11th St N
1638 hrs – domestic on the 100 block of 3rd Ave N
1659 hrs – accident on the 1300 block of 13th St N
1747 hrs – driving
1915 hrs – theft on the 800 block of 9th Ave N
1956 hrs – suspicious activity on the 800 block of 5th Ave N
2003 hrs – civil on the 200 block of 13th St N
2 trafÀc stops; 1 alarm; 2 assists; 1 ordinance violation; 1
medical call
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LOCAL NEWS
Tuesday, September 27
0541 hrs – theft on the 1400 block of 2nd St N
1100 hrs – property
1143 hrs – accident on Benton Dr and 9th St N
1209 hrs – child on the 1000 block of 4th St S
1258 hrs – child on the 100 block of 18th St NW
1558 hrs – driving
1633 hrs – missing person on the 1200 block of 2nd Ave N
1742 hrs – theft on the 1400 block of 2nd St N
1902 hrs – trafÀc accident on Benton Dr N and 1st Ave N
1912 hrs – theft on the 1000 block of 10th Ave NE
1959 hrs – drunk
2052 hrs – disturbance on the 1700 block of 7th Ave N
2344 hrs – welfare check on 1st St S and River Ave
1 trafÀc stop; 1 alarm; 4 medical calls; 1 assist

of Orchard Ave NE
0751 hrs – theft on the 3200 block of Old Stone Way NE
0803 hrs – civil on the 100 block of 18th St NW
1302 hrs – civil on the 700 block of 4th Ave N
1502 hrs – child
1633 hrs – utility problem n 10th St N
1718 hrs – harassment on the 300 block of Summit Ave S
2006 hrs – extra patrol
2047 hrs – theft on the 400 block of Benton Dr S
1 trafÀc stop; 1 assist

Thursday, September 29
0813 hrs – suspicious activity on Benton Dr S
0814 hrs – driving
0856 hrs – property on 4th Ave S
0921 hrs – harassment on 2nd Ave N
Wednesday, September 28
1222 hrs – child on the 300 block of 3rd Ave S
0025 hrs – suspicious activity 1700 block Osauka Rd NE
1250 hrs – warrant on the 1400 block of 10th Ave NE
0049 hrs – repo vehicle
1305 hrs – theft on the 800 block of 2nd Ave S
0222 hrs – open door
1314 hrs – welfare check on the 400 block of Summit Ave S
0638 hrs – criminal damage to property on the 3100 block 1502 hrs – assault on the 1300 block of 10th St NE
1538 hrs – records check
1737 hrs – child on 18th St NW and 18th St Ct
1935 hrs – suspicious activity on the 1800 block 18th St Ct
2213 hrs – property on the 800 block of 2nd Ave N
BENTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
2239 hrs – warrant on the 1900 block of Benton Dr N
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 20, 2016
4 trafÀc stops; 7 assists; 1 medical call; 1 alarm
originally
slated
for
2020
would
be
advanced
to
2018
under
this
The Benton County Board of Commissioners met in regular

PUBLIC NOTICES

session on September 20, 2016 in the Benton County Board
Room in Foley, MN with Commissioners Spencer Buerkle, Warren Peschl, Jim McMahon, Jake Bauerly and Ed Popp present.
Call to order by Chair Buerkle was at 9:00 AM followed by the
Pledge of Allegiance to the Áag.
Peschl/Popp unanimous to approve the agenda as written.
No one was present to speak under Open Forum.
Bauerly/McMahon unanimous to approve the Consent Agenda:
1) approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of September 6, 2016
as written; 2) accept and Àle Committee of the Whole Minutes of
August 29, 2016 as written; 3) accept and Àle Committee of the
Whole Minutes of September 6, 2016 as written; and 4) approve
Application for Permit to Host a Special Event on October 13,
2016 as requested by Deanna Rosa, dba/Rollies LLC.
Phil Miller, County Attorney, explained that Benton County
has been notiÀed of an annual award of $70,000 from the State
to the Benton County Attorney’s OfÀce, Crime Victims Services
Unit. He indicated that this award was increased from the previous $42,000 renewable funding and will be used to fund a parttime position to assist Benton County crime victims as cases go
through the court process; the funds will also be used to pay for
training, updating materials and assistance in providing direct
services to said crime victims. Peschl/Bauerly unanimous to
adopt Resolution 2016-#28 authorizing Benton County Attorney,
Philip Miller, to complete and sign the necessary paperwork for
the MN OfÀce of Justice Programs 2017 Victim Services Grant
award so that Benton County may receive said funds.
Referencing the previous item, Attorney Miller noted that the
increased Victims Services Unit award was based upon a submitted grant application which included the rising criminal case load
numbers as well as the additional services the ofÀce was able to
provide victims and witnesses during Àscal year 2016, with the
aid of the temporary Victim Services Assistant. He noted that
the county match to receive the grant is $13,067, which would
be covered by paying the Victim Services Coordinator’s county-paid beneÀts and retirement, which the county already does,
which is in excess of $14,000. McMahon/Popp unanimous to
adopt Resolution 2016-#29, authorizing the advertisement and
hiring of a part-time (24 hours/week) Victim Services Assistant,
said position to remain in place so long as grant funding is available (if funding dissipates, the position would be terminated unless there is County Board action to the contrary). Chair Buerkle
requested that the County Attorney’s OfÀce provide the Board
with periodic updates with regard to this grant-funded position.
Referencing the attack which occurred last week at Crossroads Mall, Sheriff Heck commented that “…today is a different
day in Central MN than it was last week…the evil and the violence that we’ve seen across this country over the last 15 years
and across the world has “come home” to show us that, truly, it
can happen anywhere…” Heck noted that although the Benton
County Sheriff’s OfÀce was not requested to respond to the mall
last Saturday, Benton County did provide assistance to the St.
Cloud Police Department with deputies taking calls and assisting
their ofÀcers. He stated his belief that this area will continue to
see changes as crime, in general, starts to accelerate, as well as
events of the type which occurred at the mall. Heck commented
that “…vigilance is the key and understanding how to respond
to situations like these…everyone needs to take this on as their
personal responsibility…” He reported an increased call-load
in the areas of assaults, thefts, burglaries, drugs, and underage
consumption. Heck also updated the Board on other matters,
including the current Detention OfÀcer recruitment, recent jail
inspection resulting in continued 100% compliance, and the Benton County Fair.
Joe Janish, Department of Development Director, reported that
Benton County has received funding from the State of MN in
regard to Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) prevention. He noted
that a group of folks was assembled to review proposals to develop a Benton County AIS plan from two organizations; this
group is making a recommendation to enter into a contract with
Crow River Organization of Water to develop the AIS plan for
Benton County in an amount not to exceed $14,202.50. Janish
clariÀed that CROW would assist in developing the plan, but not
speciÀcally provide activities that are identiÀed in the plan; the
intent is that the Water Resources Advisory Committee would
help formulate and steer the development of the plan and identify potential projects. He noted the plan would be brought to
the County Board for adoption. McMahon/Popp unanimous to
approve a contract with Crow River Organization of Water to
develop an AIS Prevention Plan, and authorize the Chair to sign.
Scott Zwick, GIS Coordinator, explained that Pictometry has
been utilized in the County since 2006 and has proven to be a
useful tool for a number of county departments; the most current pictures were acquired in 2014. Noting staff’s determination that the useful life of the aerial photos is about three years,
Zwick stated the request to continue to fund Pictometry Áights
over the next six years (through a contract with MCCC, Benton
County will receive a 10% discount). Bauerly inquired if the
introduction of drones could potentially drive down the cost of
Áights in future years. Zwick stated his belief that this may occur
on a smaller scale, but not on a county-wide scale. McMahon/
Peschl unanimous to approve a six-year contract with Pictometry
(Áights to occur in 2017 and 2020), the funding of $119,304 over
the six-year period to come from the Department of Development, Highway, Recorder and IT (the majority of the funding
would be from restricted funds), and authorize the Chair to sign.
The Regular County Board meeting was recessed at 9:27 AM
to conduct a Human Services Board meeting.
The Regular County Board meeting was reconvened at 10:10
AM.
Chris Byrd, County Engineer, referenced the Àve-year road
plan (2017-2021), Plan “C”, which was part of the Board packet;
this option contemplates the infusion of $1.2 million of reserves
and a $1.2 million loan from the Solid Waste Fund into the local
road fund in 2017. He noted that this option would allow for
the reconstruction of Dewey Street all the way to Norman Street
(county cost portion of about $1.25 million to be paid from local
dollars rather than state aid dollars); this option would also allow
for the reconditioning of CR 78 from CSAH 2 to the County Line
in 2019 to be fully funded. Byrd added that this option would
also allow for reconstruction of CR 62 (from TH 95 to TH 23)
to be funded in 2021 (right-of-way will need to be purchased to
make this improvement). He pointed out that the legislature has
given counties the ability to increase the wheelage fee in 2018;
this plan contemplates an increase in the wheelage fee from $10
to $16 per vehicle in 2018, but offers potential property tax relief in 2018 ($67,000 from the local road fund is returned to the
general levy). Byrd noted that the CSAH 29 bridge rehab project

option (advance with state aid and pay back with federal dollars). Referencing the loan from the solid waste fund, Byrd stated
the intent to repay this fund over 15 years with local road allotment--$80,000 per year starting in 2018. He pointed out that
by using local road dollars for a CSAH road, it opens up opportunities for CSAH turn back—i.e. if using state aid dollars for
the Dewey Street project (a CSAH route entirely in the City of
Foley), the county would be bound to maintain that road as the
county’s for the next 20 years, or if some type of turn back agreement was reached with the City during those 20 years, a pro-rated
amount would need to be paid back to the state aid fund. Byrd
added that by using state aid funds for the Dewey Street project,
the county would need to apply for another variance regarding
the parking stalls in the city (similar to what was previously done
on 4th Street). Popp clariÀed that there would need to be mutual agreement between the city and the county to move forward
with a turn back. Byrd stated that, currently, the county and city
are negotiating an agreement with regard to the Dewey Street
reconstruction; perhaps the possible turn back discussion could
be included in these negotiations/ agreement. He noted that the
county currently has a municipal maintenance agreement with the
city whereby the county pays the city for maintenance provided
on 4th Street and Dewey Street; the city would need to see the
beneÀt of Dewey Street becoming their road. Peschl/McMahon
unanimous to allow the County Engineer to negotiate the possible
turn back of Dewey Street with the City. Bauerly commented
that the county is putting a lot of money upfront toward the Dewey Street project; it is hoped that this “show of good faith” would
be returned by the city. Byrd clariÀed that the county is allowed
to carry a state aid balance equal to two year’s allotment (about
$2 million per year) and not receive a “hit” to the account (i.e. the
state deducts based on needs); he noted that there are a number of
mill and overlays (listed under unfunded/underfunded projects)
where state aid funds could be used. McMahon/Popp unanimous
to approve the Àve-year road construction plan (2017-2021), Option C, as presented.
Byrd stated that the MN Transportation Alliance is planning a
Transportation Candidate Forum at the Kelly Inn in St. Cloud on
October 12th; he has been asked to attend and speak to the needs
of Benton County for transportation funding. Byrd extended an
invite to Board members.
Byrd updated Board members on the “3 Up the Hill” project
in Sauk Rapids—paving from downtown to Summit Avenue is
scheduled for this week, but may be pushed back because of the
expected rain.
Monty Headley, County Administrator, explained that September 30th is the statutory deadline for certiÀcation of the County’s
proposed 2017 property tax levy and budget to the Auditor-Treasurer. He provided a summary of major factors in the proposed
2017 budget and levy:
• The proposed 2017 levy increases 1.8%, or $343,505 from
2016, to a total of $19,330,998
• The proposed levy keeps the increase below the 2.5% expected
growth in the County’s payable 2017 tax capacity, which translates into a small reduction in the County tax rate in 2017
• The proposed 2017 operating budget totals $42,684,658, a reduction of $2,417,671, or 5.4% from 2016
• The operating budget reduction is due primarily to a smaller
road construction program next year
• The proposed budget adds three new positions:
• A part-time (30 hour per week) Assistant County Attorney due
to increased caseloads
• A Case Aid/Human Resources Contact in Human Services to
focus on maximizing revenue (billing for Social Worker time/relieving Social Workers of clerical tasks); and to manage recruitments for the Department
• An Eligibility Specialist for Human Services related primarily
to increased caseload from the MNSURE program
• The proposed budget adds $25,000 to help the Benton Soil and
Water Conservation District hire a Water Plan Technician to update and implement the County Water Plan
• The Highway Department maintenance budget is increased
by $100,000 to allow the Department to do more road patching
(patching is typically done on short segments of road when only
that segment needs immediate repair or when paved roads are
dug up to replace culverts)
• $100,000 is set aside in the proposed budget to support an update to the County’s Comprehensive Land Use Plan (last updated
in 2006)
• The Human Services budget for placements at the Anoka Regional Treatment Facility increases $225,000 in the proposed
budget; such placements have been occurring when a County
resident who has committed a crime is placed in the facility by
the Courts in its “treat to competency” program; in the short term,
this cost increase is funded with reserves
• The County’s Workers Compensation premiums will fall
$58,000 next year, a 24% reduction from 2016, reÁecting fewer
work-related injuries and less associated medical costs and lost
time
• The proposed 2017 budget includes funding for the County’s
Àve-year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP), with projects totaling $388,553 next year; replacing the County’s aging telephone
system is the largest project in the Plan, with an estimated cost of
$500,000 over two years; County reserves make up the primary
funding source for the CIP
Peschl/McMahon unanimous to adopt Resolution 2016-#30,
setting the proposed 2017 levy at $19,330,998, and authorize
the Chair to sign. Popp/Bauerly unanimous to adopt Resolution
2016-#31, establishing the proposed 2017 Benton County budget
as presented, and authorize the Chair to sign.
Chair Buerkle announced that the Benton County Board of
Commissioners will conduct a Truth in Taxation public meeting on Wednesday, December 7, 2016, at 7:00 PM in the Benton
County Board Room.
Board members reported on recent meetings they attended on
behalf of the county.
Peschl/Popp unanimous to set Committees of the Whole: October 12, Transportation Alliance St. Cloud Transportation Candidate Forum.
McMahon/Bauerly unanimous to adjourn at 11:07 AM.
Spencer C. Buerkle, Chair
Benton County Board of Commissioners
ATTEST:
Montgomery Headley
Benton County Administrator
R-41-1B

Friday, September 30
0000 hrs – open door
0251 hrs – suspicious activity on River Ave
0336 hrs – suspicious activity on Benton Dr S
0830 hrs – driving
1006 hrs – welfare check on the 700 block on the 2nd Ave N
1359 hrs – school bus stop arm violation
1426 hrs – property on the 100 block of River Ave S
1426 hrs – suspicious activity on 1000 block Benton Dr N
1508 hrs – trafÀc hazard on the 900 block of 1st St S
1628 hrs – utility problem on the 300 block of 8th St N
1633 hrs – unwanted on the 1100 block of Garden Brook Dr
1805 hrs – parking
1901 hrs – disturbance on the 800 block of 9th Ave N
2058 hrs – extra patrol
2102 hrs – terroristic threats on 3rd Ave S
2211 hrs – suspicious activity on the 1400 block 2nd Ave S
1 trafÀc stop; 1 assist; 1 ordinance violation; 2 medical calls
Saturday, October 1
0101 hrs – disturbance on the 200 block of 6th Ave N
0152 hrs – suspicious activity on the 800 block of Golden
Spike Rd NE
0213 hrs – child on the 1700 block of Prairie View Lane NE
0257 hrs – suspicious activity on 1100 block River Ave S
0309 hrs – property on the 1100 block of River Ave S
0328 hrs – disturbance on the 1900 block of Benton Dr N
0606 hrs – suspicious activity on Benton Dr N and 6th St N
1037 hrs – harassment on the 700 block of 8th Ave S
1058 hrs – escort
1111 hrs – disturbance on the 1400 block of 2nd Ave N
1126 hrs – suspicious activity on the 1400 block 2nd Ave N
1646 hrs – harassment
1711 hrs – civil on 6th Ave S
1835 hrs – fraud on the 1700 block of 2nd Ave N
2244 hrs – suspicious activity on the 100 block 18th St NW
3 trafÀc stops; 1 alarm
Sunday, October 2
0159 hrs – suspicious activity Railway Ave Benton Dr N
0235 hrs – disturbance on the 800 block of Benton Dr N
0502 hrs – welfare check on the 300 block of 13th St N
1013 hrs – property on the 1100 block of 2nd Ave S
1446 hrs – unwanted on the 1400 block of 2nd Ave N
1521 hrs – domestic on the 1500 block Perennial Lane NE
1650 hrs – welfare check on the 400 block of Summit Ave S
1724 hrs – suspicious activity on 2nd St N
2122 hrs – suspicious activity on the 1000 block 6th Ave N
2208 hrs – suspicious activity on 1900 block Benton Dr N
2305 hrs – theft on the 200 block of 3rd Ave S
2322 hrs – disturbance on the 1100 block of Orchid Dr NE
5 trafÀc stops; 3 assists; 1 alarm

Rice Police Department activity

Rice Police Department Activity
Monday, September 26
1 assist

Tuesday, September 27
1602 hrs – records check
1603 hrs – records check
1833 hrs – trafÀc accident on Hwy 10
1 permit issued; 1 assist
Wednesday, September 28
1133 hrs – accident on Main St
1427 hrs – records check
1743 hrs – extra patrol
1 trafÀc stop
Thursday, September 29
1000 hrs – fraud on 1st Ave SE
5 trafÀc stops; 1 alarm
Friday, September 30
0726 hrs – suspicious activity on the 200 block 3rd Ave NE
1119 hrs – records check
1131 hrs – records check
1134 hrs – records check
2210 hrs – suspicious activity on 100 block Division St S
5 trafÀc stops; 1 assist
Saturday, October 1
1 trafÀc stop

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
20 Words or Less:
$10.00 per week
($1.00 for each additional word)
Ads must be prepaid. Deadline is Mondays at noon.

To:
Sen2dSecond
Avenue South, Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 • Phone 320-251-1971
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Let the PROPANE EXPERTS Help You Finish Your
Fish House, Deer Stand & Hunting Cabin the Right Way!
• Regulators
• Hoses
• Fittings
• Lights
• Propane Tanks
• We fill all sizes
of tanks
including RV’s

Great Heaters
Priced Right!

Two Great Options!
p

#1
Sportsman
S
Stove
on the
Market!

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2016

Full Line Distributor
of Empire Fish House
Heaters & Parts

We have
everything
you need to
complete your
cabin.

“SAFE EQUIPMENT SOLD BY THE GUYS
THAT KNOW PROPANE”
50 Years of Experience!

Let us help you
customize your farm

BA25-tfnB-TV

BA37-TFN-TV

America’s Propane Company • Open 7:30 am - 4 pm
931 Lincoln Ave, Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 · (320) 251 0373

PHOTOS BY MARK KLAPHAKE

Call
Randy,
Derek,
or Cody
Today!

Bob Meehl unloads grass hay on his 60-cow dairy near Royalton. Meehl operates the farm
with his dad, Bill, and they have 280 acres.

Free Estimates
ates • Free Delivery
Locally Owned and Operated

• Residential • Agricultural • Light Commercial • Drafting
St. Martin, MN • www.lifestylelumber.com • 320-548-3459 • 800-699-9774

FALL DOORBUSTERS

GILMAN COOP
OCTOBER 2016

Quantities are Limited. While Supplies
li L
Last.
t

Deer Blocks
Freestanding

Corral Panels
Only
$

295

Only
$

9.95

Panel hinges
also available

ING
PLUS SPECIAL PRIC

Crescent Brand®
170 PC PROFESSIONAL

TOOL SET

91.99

$

Doug Nemeth combines corn near Rice Oct. 10. Nemeth farms with his wife, Evalie, and
the two operate 140 acres. He said his corn were 20 percent moisture and were running 200
bushels an acre.

BAN-50
C
I
T
C
R
A
ine
RV/Mar

EEZE

ANTI$FR
1 Gallon

2.99

It’s Time to
Winterize!!
MECHANICS
TOOLS SET

MECHANICS SOCKET SET 142 PC $99.99

168 PC $129.99

MECHANICS TOOL SET 108 PC $71.99

Gilman Co-op Creamery
FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE

Gilman, MN 320-387-2770
Open M-F 7:30-7, Sat. 7:30-5, Sun. 9-1
Good service - fair prices - every day

WWW.GILMANCREAMERY.COM

BAP-41-1B-AJ

Dale Prom pumps manure out of a pit into a manure tanker for Terry and Patrick Molitor who
milk 125 cows near Sauk Rapids.

Harvest time continued on pg. 8B

CLOSEOUTS

ROTARY CUTTERS

SD-15 BATWING

HD 275 quick hitch
Med. Duty 172 pull type
Med. Duty 160 pull type

Cuts up to 2” diameter grass/weeds/stalks

$3,800
$2,480
$2,000

$3,000
$1,800
$1,600

Limited
to Stock
on Hand

TR-96

List $7,095

CLOSEOUT $5,600

3 PT. GRADING BLADES
R500
R800

HARMS MFG., INC.

14451 430TH ST. • BERTHA, MN 56437 • 218-924-4522

LIST

CLOSEOUT

$1,900
$2,400

$1,500
$2,100

•www.harmsmfg.com

BAP41-1B-JW

14,500

$

CLOSEOUT

TURBO SERIES (SUPER DUTY)

List $18,600

CLOSEOUT

LIST
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Determining labels

People want to know
what goes into the production of food, and they don’t
want a sugar-coated version.
A recent study by the
Center for Food Integrity
(CFI) shows only 28 percent
of shoppers say they have
access to all the information
they are looking for related
to how food is produced and
its safety.
Charlie Arnot, CEO of
CFI, says consumers have
made it clear they don’t want
a polished-up version of the
process. “They want the
good, the bad and the ugly.
They simply want balanced,
credible information so they
can decide for themselves.”
According to Arnot,
consumers feel a higher level of comfort knowing that
a credible, objective thirdparty does the research and
reports, especially when it
comes to the treatment of
food animals and food safety.
There’s been a real push
to have that kind of information put on food labels, but
in some cases a label can
lead to even more confusion.
When it comes to deciding
what can and can’t be put
on food labels, the Ag Department’s Food Safety and

The
Business
of Farming
by
Roger Strom
Ag
Columnist__________
__________
Inspection Service (FSIS)
has the job of determining
the true meaning of “natural,” “humanely raised,”
“cage free,” “grass fed” and
“antibiotic free.”
Dan Engeljohn, an assistant administrator with FSIS,
says they have seen a big
increase in food labels that
say “no antibiotics are used
or the animals were given no
growth hormones.” He says
marketers may want to use
the catch phrases on their
labels, but his agency has an
obligation to make sure they
are truthful and they don’t
they go beyond “what a reasonable person would expect
is appropriate.”
There has been a lot of
discussion regarding the
need for food labels but there
are indications fewer people
are actually reading those labels.

The Iowa Farm Bureau
Food and Farm Index Survey found nearly four out of
Àve Iowans pay attention to
the labels, down 6 percent
from last year’s survey.
The deciding factors of
what goes into the grocery
cart are still based on taste
and price, especially for
meat and dairy products.
While on the subject of
food…prices are down. The
American Farm Bureau’s
Fall Harvest Marketbasket
Survey shows the total cost
of 16 food items was $49.70.
That’s down 8 percent compared to a year ago.
Egg prices are half what
they were a year ago since
production has recovered
from the 2014 avian Áu outbreak. Milk prices have fallen about 10 percent because
of the global dairy surplus.
Beef roasts, hamburger and
cheese are also down about
10 percent from a year ago.
“Americans are now
spending just under 10 percent of their disposable annual income for food, the
lowest average of any country in the world.”
Now that would be a
good statement for a food
label.

Fall harvest notes

Introducing

• Industry leading 134” lift height
• Comfortable cab with
great visibility
• Wheel or track units available

CA/BAP-41-1B-JW

The Best Components Money can buy

Call for a
Demo Today!

Engineered with German Precision,
Built with American Pride.

0% for 36 months
O.A.C.

WOLLER EQUIPMENT, INC.
320-573-2341 • www.wollerequipment.com
1 Mile NE of Upsala on Hwy. 238

Professional design. Reasonable rates.

Adding
loads. They found that
water to corn
average corn silage
silage. Wet Àeld
loads might have Àve
conditions have
pounds of dry matter
delayed harvest
per cubic foot, varied
work on many
from 4.2 to 5.8. An
farms. For soy8- by 16-foot box that
beans and corn By Dan Martens averages a six-foot
grain, this might
depth would have 768
University of
lead to more
cubic feet. That times
MN Extension
Àeld loss at harÀve would make 3,840
vest. For corn sipounds of dry matter. It
lage, the crop continues to ma- the silage was 50 percent dry
ture and the grain and whole matter, then 3,840 divided by
plant moisture continues to 50 percent dry matter would
decline. Eventually this leads calculate 7,680 pounds, or
to the crop being drier than 3.84 tons. Of course the wet
preferred for making corn si- weight will increase as moislage. Proper moisture content ture increases.
For our example, 40 galimproves packing to eliminate
air in the silage to promote a lons of water per ton x 3.84
better fermentation process. tons would require 153 gallons
For people who might still for this load of silage. That’s a
be trying to chop corn silage, a lot of water. If a hydrant runs
University of Missouri article 10 gallons per minute, we’d
offers the following thumb try to unload the bulk of the
rule. As a rule of thumb, add load in about 15 minutes.
Consider ration adjustfour gallons of water per ton
of silage for each 1 percent ments. Another Wisconsin
desired rise in moisture con- Extension article says the
tent. Water would be added at stover material in dry, overthe blower or bagger for silos mature corn silage is less diand bags. So if chopping corn gestible and contains lower
at 50 percent moisture and amounts of vitamins A and E.
you wanted to try to raise the As the plant matures, the commoisture content to 60 percent position of the plant changes.
moisture, then four gallons x More mature corn silage will
10 percentage points would have drier grain with harder
seed coats, more starch and
require 40 gallons per ton.
Wisconsin Extension has less sugars and less digestible
done Àeld trials to measure Àber than earlier harvested

Bowlus Feed
& Grain

.
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SERVICES.
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T
BRINGING YOU
Brad Herickhoff, Owner
Ofﬁce: 320-351-4872
Cell: 320-293-0882
brad@agtechdrainage.com

For all your Feed
and Grain needs!
30 Main St. E | Bowlus, MN | (320) 584-5050

DIRTWORKS
2000
INC

Bill Pasche, Sales & Design
Cell: 320-293-6951

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL EXCAVATION

bill@agtechdrainage.com

• Site grading
• Ditch excavating
• Road/driveway construction
• Clearing/grubbing land
• Demolition
• Construct building pads

Gene Mensen, Sales
Cell: 320-429-1036

gene@agtechdrainage.com

WORK US INTLOE!
YO U R S C H E D U

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

320-259-4900

CA/BA-Oct-1B-MT

3/4 mile South of I-94 on Hwy. 71 in Sauk Centre.

SAUK RAPIDS, MN
Dirtworks2000.com

Dirtworks2000 Inc.
BA41-eoBA-TV

corn. Different proportions of
starch and digestibility changes digestion dynamics in the
rumen.
As always, it is good to
bring new feed into the ration,
gradually, to give the rumen
microbe population time to
adjust to changing conditions.
Testing forages like hay and
corn silage and working with
a skilled nutrition advisor
is important in adjusting rations to effectively meet the
needs of livestock. This also
requires watching various indicators of how livestock are
doing with rations, growth,
milk production, milk components, hair coats, sorting and/
or cleaning up in bunks.
Reducing corn harvest
loss. An Iowa State article
suggests harvest losses are
lowest when harvesting corn
between 19 and 23 percent
moisture. This can vary with
varieties, equipment and other
Àeld conditions. It might seem
ideal to put corn direct in the
bin with no drying needed.
But Àeld loss with damaged
stalks and kernel shelling loss
with harvest can be signiÀcant
as the corn stands in the Àeld
longer and the corn gets drier. We can expect more stalk
problems with a long spell of
wet Àeld conditions. Finding
an average of two kernels per
square foot across the harvest
swath represents about one
bushel per acre of loss. An observant farmer told me recently he often sees more volunteer corn in soybean Àelds the
following year, as he moves
from earlier to later harvested
corn Àelds previously.
Weedy soybeans. There
are a number of weeds that
germinated through the summer with abundant late summer rain. One suggestion is to
harvest weedier Àelds later to
reduce bringing seed to cleaner Àelds. Combine operators
will likely Ànd an advantage
to slowing down to grind the
weeds through the combine
as well as the crop and to give
the chaffer and sieves more
time to sort the weed seed
from the crop. Many farmers
would appreciate a hard frost
to kill weeds and give them a
chance to dry down a bit.
Consider weed ID. During harvest it can be useful
to make some notes about
areas of Àelds where weeds
are more of a problem. You
might use a “stop and stretch
break” to take a look at problem spots here and there, and
make sure you are identifying
weed problems correctly.
And Àrst and foremost
continue to make safety a priority.
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Love The Home
You’re In!
WE DO REMODELING
• On-Staff Designer
• Retail Store
• Large Showroom
Give us a call!

Free Estima
tes
& Delivery
Available!

“Tough Bidders” “Great Builders”

101 2nd Street N.W. • P.O. Box 7
Avon, MN 56310 • Toll Free (888) 525-7342

www.lumber-one.com

Eric Vannurden had the task of welding new wear skids on a stalk chopper Oct. 10. Vannurden and his family milk between 350 to 400 cows near Rice.

Gene Rudolph unloads soybeans into trucks on Monday afternoon. Rudolph said his soybeans were running 50 to 55 bushels an acre.

Let Farmer’s Co-op Creamery
Help You With Your Fall Harvest

FOR YOUR SILAGE NEEDS

Attachments:
Grapple buckets, bale
spears, rock buckets, etc.

A FIVE STAR SOLUTION

• FLOOR STOCK
• ASSORTED MINERALS
• ASSORTED PROTEIN
PELLETS
• BULK COMMODITIES

Jenkins
Skid Steer

EVERYDAY DAIRY
PRODUCTS

WE OFFER

Corn
Drying
& Corn
Storage

• Butter • Cheese
• Meats
• Bottled Milk

Weigh
Scales

!

Plus

PLEASE BE
SAFE

During the Fall
Harvest Season

Net Wrap • Bale Film • Assorted Twine • Ag Bags
ALWAYS WELCOMING NEW PATRONS! Celebrating over 100 years of

FARMERS CO-OP
CREAMERY

WWW.FORESTONCREAMERY.COM
FORES T ON, MN •

320-294-57 11

service & still moving forward
MEETING YOUR
ANIMAL FEED
NEEDS & MORE!

• M-F 8-5PM • S AT 8-NOON

To advertise in Benton Ag Plus contact
your marketing specialist below

Joyce Frericks
Foley
joyce@saukherald.com

320-250-0862

PRESERVE YOUR VALUABLE CROP
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BENTON AG
Tim Vos
Sauk Rapids
tim@saukherald.com
tim@albanyenterprise.com
320-492-6987

A.J. Hasslen
Morrison, Northern Benton, Kanabec,
Pine, Mille Lacs & Sherburne Counties
allison@saukherald.com
612-840-9121

Brian Trattles

Missy Traeger

Rice/Royalton
brian.t@saukherald.com
320-491-0512

Sartell/Outside Area
missy@saukherald.com
320-291-9899

2016 Chevy
Colorado

10%

OFF

Stk. #16030

32,495

$

MSRP

Photo may not represent actual vehicle (Options, colors, trim and body style may vary).

Sales: (320) 968-3087
Service: (320) 968-3090

Plus
tax, title,
license

211 Glen Street • Foley, MN 56329

320-968-6239 or 888-868-6239
Open Monday-Friday 8-6 • Sat 8-2

BA41-1B-JA

