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Lesley Webdale
The secretary role continues to be busy, with general enquiries on the
increase and lots of events to attend. I have worked my way through most
of the membership database now – still some work to do on getting
standing orders updated, Gift Aid Declarations completed and a few queries
to resolve. Thank you to all of you who have responded so quickly to my
enquiries.
It has been good to meet so many members over the last few months – at
the Summer Show, the President’s Evening, the holiday, Peter Beales Rose
Fair – and also to see members of some of our affiliated societies attending,
and enjoying, our events for the first time. Many of the enquiries I get
about membership end in a referral to a local affiliated garden club or
society, so it is good to get to know a few more of you.
There is a lot to fit into this edition, so I am keeping my notes short. As
always, please continue to let committee know when we do well and also
areas for improvement.

Venue:

Entry Deadline:

Show Dates:

St Walstan's Hall, The Royal Norfolk Showground
Dereham Road, Norwich, NR5 0TT
Entry for all exhibitors and visitors through the
Bawburgh Rd gate (opposite Costessey Park & Ride)
6pm on Wednesday 13th September
Entries to be submitted (using the show entry form)
by post or email to:
Lesley Webdale, Mirtna Cottage, Whinburgh Road,
Westfield, Dereham, Norfolk NR19 1QL
Tel: 01362 821549
Email: showentry@nnhs.org.uk
Staging - Saturday 16th September - 10am till 3.30pm
Open to Public - Sunday 17th September 10am till 4pm
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Ian Roofe
This year's President's Evening was hosted by Charlotte and Robert Carter at
their home, Letheringsett Old Hall on Wednesday 5th July. It was a lovely
evening well attended by our members. As we made our way down the long
winding drive, the landscape opened up to view the beautiful hall situated
in meadows, pasture and specimen trees. We all parked on the meadow
near the pond and were greeted by Charlotte and Robert with drinks and
canapés. There was a lovely introductory talk by the family historian,
discussing the history of the site and the vast amount of restoration that has
been carried out in the Victorian water gardens.
We were then all invited to take a wander around the garden, with
guidebooks and maps. The hall itself has been beautifully restored and
developed, with lovely brickwork and stonework on show and any new
extensions undertaken with large expanses of glass and clean lines. This is
all reflected in the garden, designed by renowned designer Arne Maynard, a
fusion of pleached hedges, strong lines, cloud clipped Yew hedges and well
maintained rich meadows. The pleached hedges in the main courtyard are
clipped tightly, framing the emerald green lawn beautifully and details like
the Corten steel edging adds such a contemporary feel. We are so used to
seeing yew clipped as living walls, which is wonderful of course, but the
cloud trimmed yew was a delight, it billows around the courtyard and close
to the house, with its soft lines and constant frame.
The garden rooms continue with diverse and plentiful meadows with
wonderful mixes of grasses, knapweed, Yellow Rattle, Scabious and Yarrow,
along with clipped yew focal points and fruit trees adding to the Maynard
style.
Traditional planting reigns at the rear of the house with willow frames for
climbing roses, tightly clipped box hedges, Veronicastrum, Peonies, Phlox
and Astrantia all sitting beautifully close to the pool house and back terrace.
The terrace itself is well balanced with hard landscaping of soft warm stone
and areas within planted up with herbs and Mediterranean shrubs. This part
of the garden bleeds gently into a stream and out into the wider landscape the whole garden rolls into the Norfolk countryside beautifully.
The final area we had to explore was the Victorian water gardens across the
grassy meadows towards the top of the drive. This area intrigued me as I
love all things about Victorian horticulture and I wasn't disappointed. The
thatched log summerhouse, which had been lovingly restored with timber
from the estate, was a dream and had been decoratively finished with half
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pinecones in the roof space. The fountain pool and waterfall were also
beautifully restored, with the waterfall leading to a rill which made its way
down through the gardens. The Conservatory was just a wonder, once again
restored to the highest standard and well used by the family. The planting
in this part of the garden was soft and romantic in its style, soft pinks,
whites, pale blues and mauves, planting which I have no doubt would glow
in the twilight and beyond.
After a long look round the garden, we wandered back to the house where
there were more drinks available on the lawn and time to enjoy the warm
evening. The garden has such a lovely feeling about it, this fusion of wild
and controlled nature, the architecture, the restricted palette of plants and
colours and its strong links to the surrounding countryside.
It was a delight to have the Carters invite us to enjoy their private gardens
and grounds. It's a place rarely seen by many but on that night it was
enjoyed and appreciated by all who attended.

In the last edition we said we were seeking new committee members and
volunteers to help manage the society and run our shows. A large number
of you came forward and helped at the summer show this year – thank you
all very much. We hope you enjoyed yourselves and that we will see you
again at future shows.
Just before the summer show, Kristopher Harper stood down from
committee and his role as Vice Chairman. We thank Kristopher for the hard
work he has put into the society over the last few years and are grateful that
he will continue to run our website for the time being. Committee have
decided to fill the vacancy up to the AGM by appointing existing committee
member Len Finch to the role of Vice Chairman, in line with rule 8.4 of the
constitution.
Our committee can consist of up to ten individuals and we now have eight,
meaning that there are two places available for anyone who is interested.
In particular we have a committee role of show secretary to fill. Or maybe
you are not able to make a commitment to be a committee member but
have a bit of time you could offer to help the society? We could do with
more help with setting up our shows, publicity, fundraising and a second
administrator for our Facebook page. Please contact our secretary (Lesley)
if you think you could help in any way.
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Louise Brock
I’m a keen but amateur gardener and allotment holder. The allotment
produce was growing well so perhaps I could enter a few things into the
Norfolk Show?
Being a first time exhibitor at such a prestigious show was quite daunting
and I was unsure if I would have anything to exhibit. It suddenly dawned on
me that timing was the key.
What vegetables would be at their peak and would my cut flowers actually
be flowering? It was no good sending in my entry form until very near the
closing date then I would know.
I decided to enter potatoes, peas, onions, gooseberries and a selection of
cut flowers which I picked on the morning of the staging and sorted out the
best. Then I suddenly thought – how do I present the produce? An internet
check made me even more nervous as I was amazed by how much
preparation and time experienced exhibitors put into it. There was no way I
could do that so my exhibits would just have to be entered as they were!
An hours travelling time was scheduled. Two hours later, after travelling
through torrential rain and flooded roads, I arrived. Parking permit required
– I didn’t have one… pleading with the official to let me park. She relented.
Exhibitor cards obtained, parking permit secured & helpful advice received
from the checking in desk. Added bonus a free parking and entry ticket into
the show!

Green containers were how you displayed cut flowers with the cautionary
advice they are prone to come apart if not held by the base! Water station
identified and paper plates sourced for displaying potatoes, onions and
peas.
But my onions were tiny in comparison… decision made not to enter them.
Where were my gooseberries? Communication with hubby at home
revealed I had left them on the kitchen work top! So, two non-entries.
All sorted now. Just one further worry – would I get my car out of the mud?
Still there should be plenty of tractors around to give me a tow!
I was amazed and pleased with my results.
In summary the whole experience was fraught with decisions and anxieties
but my results made up for those feelings – I had the best peas in the Royal
Norfolk Show!
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Jackie Petherick, Floral Art Co-ordinator

This year we had two factors against us. One we knew about in good time the World Flower Arrangement Competitions which this year were held in
Barbados and which were attended by some of our regular competitors.
The other was the weather! Being British we just have to cope with
whatever the weather throws at us, though this year at times it was difficult,
to say the least. Full marks to our flower arrangers who arrived in the
marquee absolutely drenched and later had to cope with the subsequent
mud bath outside.
Despite these problems we had a good number of entries, including new
competitors. And the standard was as high as ever. Our theme this year
was "Inspired By...." and there certainly was a lot of inspiration around. I
am grateful to our judges, Lois Gill and Anne Bridge, for their efforts. It is
not easy to please everyone, but I received several favourable remarks on
the judging, and appreciation of the encouraging comments the judges left
for each exhibitor.
On staging day, amidst the thunder, lightning and rain, a very welcome
visitor was the Show President, the Very Rev. Jane Hedges, Dean of Norwich
Cathedral. Her husband, Chris, called in to see us the next day.
The Junior Class, this year entitled A Book at Bedtime, was again well
supported. Congratulations to all the juniors who competed, especially to
Sophie Cooper who won 1st Prize with her interpretation of Jack and the
Beanstalk. (Many of the juniors who entered had also sent entries for the
World Competitions in Barbados and come away from there with a clutch of
prizes!)
Thanks as always to Alan and to Ian for their help, Amanda Seales, Norwich
Group of Flower Clubs Chairman (who came back from Barbados especially
for the Show!), and Gloria Goodley and Jacquie Aldous for their help and
support with staging and throughout the Show.
The NNHS Summer Show 2017 Prize Winners were:

Anita Bridge Memorial Salver (Club Class):
Joyce Wright Trophy (Best in Show):
Certificate of Merit (Runner-up to B-i-S):
Noller Trophy (Novice Class):
Seafield Grant (Craft Class):
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Bungay Flower Club
Sue Saini
Rachel Furze
Bernard Collingsworth
Penny Howes

A CHALLENGE CUP - presented by Mr G L Chamberlin for the best exhibit in the Rose
classes. AWARDED TO: Ray and Pauline Martin (Class 13)
A CHALLENGE CUP - presented by Mr M J Brook for six blooms of Roses, one cultivar.
AWARDED TO: Ray & Pauline Martin
A CHALLENGE TROPHY – presented by Mr H W Back for three cultivars of Sweet Peas.
AWARDED TO: Mrs S Jacobs
THE NORFOLK CUP – presented for the best bloom in the Carnation classes.
AWARDED TO: Richard Curtis (Class 31)
A CHALLENGE TROPHY - presented by Woodstock Orchids for the best exhibit in the
Orchid classes. AWARDED TO: Robin McDonald
THE BBC TROPHY – for the best junior exhibit. AWARDED TO: Daisy Cooper
A CHALLENGE CUP - presented by Mr H W T Empson for the exhibitor gaining the
most points in classes 30-59. AWARDED TO: Robin McDonald
THE SUMMER CUP - presented by Major S B Winch for the exhibitor who scores the
greatest number of points. AWARDED TO: Robin McDonald
THE PRESIDENTS CHALLENGE CUP - presented by Dr G Edward Deacon for the most
meritorious exhibit in the show. AWARDED TO: Raveningham Hall Gardens
THE SUMMER SHOW CUP - presented by Dr & Mrs Castro for the most points in
Vegetable classes. AWARDED TO: Raveningham Hall Gardens
HEAD GARDENERS' AWARD, for most points in the summer show from a Head
Gardener, Stately Home or Large Open Gardens. AWARDED TO: Raveningham Hall
Gardens
THE SILVER GILT MEDAL of the NORFOLK AND NORWICH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
for the most meritorious amateur exhibit in the show. AWARDED TO: Raveningham
Hall Gardens
THE BRONZE MEDAL of the Royal National Rose Society for the best bloom in classes
1-9. AWARDED TO: Ray and Pauline Martin
THE BRONZE MEDAL of the National Sweet Pea Society for the best single vase of
Sweet Peas. AWARDED TO: Mrs S Jacobs (Class 19)
THE SILVER SPOON of the British Pelargonium & Geranium Society for the best pot of
Pelargoniums. AWARDED TO: Raveningham Hall Gardens (Class 93)
THE SILVER SPOON of the British Fuchsia Society for the best pot of Fuchsias.
AWARDED TO: Linda Lambert (Class 80)
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THE BRONZE MEDAL of the British Fuchsia Society for the best Fuchsia exhibit.
AWARDED TO: Frank Lambert
THE BRONZE MEDAL of the Delphinium Society for the best Delphinium spike.
AWARDED TO: Bishops House Garden (Class 37)
MEDAL OF THE NATIONAL VEGETABLE SOCIETY for the best exhibit in the vegetable
classes. AWARDED TO: Phill & Lesley Webdale (Class 122)
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Ian Roofe - Show Manager
Lesley Webdale - Gen Secretary
In the last edition we talked about changes being made to the organisation
of our summer show, and we are now very pleased to be able to report that
everything went very well. Splitting the show secretary and show manager
role enabled Ian to concentrate on the practical side of setting up the show,
something that he did alongside organising the remainder of the Flower &
Garden show on behalf of the Royal Norfolk Agricultural Association (RNAA).
Kristopher Harper did his usual excellent work putting the show paperwork
together, enabling everything to run smoothly from an administrative point
of view. Jackie Petherick, Floral Art Co-ordinator, took full responsibility for
the flower arranging side of the show, for which we were very grateful.
Committee had made some quick decisions around number of entries/ticket
allocations/entry fees which need some refinement and will be picked up as
part of the show schedule review. Thank you to everyone for their patience
and understanding at this time of change!
As far as setting up our show was concerned, we had plenty of help on the
weekend before, putting up tables, back cloth and generally getting
organised. The two days before the show then became marking out for
entries and organising our society stall and tombola. Most of the latter was
done on the Tuesday, which was okay until lunchtime, when the rain started
and did not stop. The majority of our tombola plants were still outside at
that point and Lesley and fellow committee member Len Finch spent the rest
of the afternoon soaked through, but the show had to go on! Wednesday
was also wet – good in that people at the show spent most of their time in
the various marquees, bad in that overall numbers of visitors was well down.
Thursday was much better and visitor numbers increased. Thank you to the
large number of society and affiliated society members who volunteered
their time to help with setting up and taking down, stewarding in the exhibit
area, on the society stall, plant crèche and tombola. We couldn’t have done
it without you.
Overall, despite the inclement weather, this was a very successful show for
us. We had several new exhibitors, enrolled a few new members and carried
out our educational remit by giving out plenty of help and advice. Looking
forward to the 2018 show already!
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Towards the end of Thursday we were
delighted to be approached by Cherry Lane
Garden Centres. They had sold off all the
plants on their stall and kindly sponsored our
show by donating the £220 proceeds to us.
We look forward to working with Cherry Lane
in the future.

Len Finch
Can you imagine a Norfolk Show without its flower show – unthinkable! As
one of the most visited attractions, it is one of the exhibits the public expect
to see. How many of them I wonder, realise the considerable amount of
work that goes into creating it? Last year I was involved by giving two hour
stints on the tombola and plant crèche (a very much appreciated facility “oh that’s a good idea”, being heard frequently as a precious purchase or
prize is left with us).
This year however, being much more involved as a committee member, it
really brought home the detailed organisation required, from laying out all
the staging, tables and backdrops, to taking entries, ensuring the judges
requirements were catered for and dealing with all sorts of queries from
those entering the classes.
This event is our societies major interface with the general public and it is
important that it goes well. We had plenty of volunteers this year over the
setting up period and the two show days. Being mainly involved with
ticketing pot plants for the tombola and constantly keeping its shelves well
stocked sent me home pretty tired each night, but feeling very satisfied.
If any of our members can be involved on show days it goes without saying
your help will be welcomed - a great spirit of camaraderie comes to the fore
and it is great fun.
Too many cooks spoil the broth? No, many hands make light work!
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Nicola Barrell
A celebratory Garden Party is being held to mark the opening of Hoveton
Hall Gardens which have delighted thousands of gardening enthusiasts and
other visitors over the past 25 years.
Hoveton Hall Gardens lies adjacent to the region’s treasured Broads National
Park and is well known for its magnificent magnolias, unusual species of
trees and shrubs as well as its stunning vistas
In 1992 Andrew and Barbara Buxton decided to open the gardens to enable
others to appreciate and discover the wide variety of plants, shrubs, trees
and wildlife found in the formal gardens, lakeside settings and along its
woodland paths.
Visitors can also find out more about the history of the walled Victorian
kitchen garden, a rare Victorian glasshouse and a Grade II listed 18th century
ice well.
And situated at the heart of the estate,
is the fine Regency house of Hoveton
Hall – now family home to Andrew and
Barbara’s son Harry, his wife Rachel
and their four young children, which is
open to members of the public on
September 13th http://
www.invitationtoview.co.uk/
properties/hoveton-hall/
“As a family we are really excited to
celebrate the fruition of my father’s
original vision for Hoveton Hall
Gardens. We continue to manage the
estate sustainably to ensure future
generations will be able to appreciate
its beauty and discover the wildlife
living there,” said Harry Buxton.
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The Garden Party with musical entertainment will be held in the formal
walled garden on Saturday, September 2nd and tickets can be bought via
www.hovetonhallestate.co.uk
Hoveton Hall Gardens and Garden Kitchen
Café are open every day (except Saturdays)
from 10.30am to 5pm.

Cynthia & Terry Young
On Thursday 11 May 2017 the NNHS were invited to the Notcutts Norwich
Garden Centre, for the opening of their permanent garden. We went along
to represent the Society. The weather obliged to give the event a pleasant
late spring day and we were warmly welcomed by Caroline, Richard and
Julie, passing a pleasant few minutes before moving on to the unveiling of
the garden.
It is approximately 78 metres square and is divided into four zones,
including a retreat, shady corner, seasonal colour, a table covered with
Sedum and Thyme and with a rill running through it. It is a very compact and
well defined display of over 700 plants and incorporates 60 different
varieties.
The whole garden was designed and put together by Notcutts expert team
and we had a question and answer session about the design and
construction, after which we all retired to the restaurant for drinks and
canapes. During our visit we had a chance to learn about the driving force
behind Notcutts and their hopes for the future as they celebrate their 120th
anniversary and we wish them well for the future.
If you visit Notcutts for any reason it is worthwhile seeking out the garden
to see how much can be displayed in such a small space.
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Simon Gaches

Well despite the winds, draught, and excessive heat we still managed to put
on a small show with 10 entries. (4 less than last year).
Our regional delphinium expert, Howard Norton was on hand to judge the
exhibits.
A new exhibitor, Ruth Boden, had a worthy first place in the florets class,
also winning the cup for the 'Best Plate of Florets'. The other big winner was
Simon Gaches who won the 'Show Championship Award' for most points
and also the bronze medal for 'Best Spike'.
The new positioning of the Delphinium stand between the two floral
marquees was an added bonus gaining a lot of interest from passers by.
Hopefully in 2018 we will be able to man a stand with Delphiniums for sale
again.

Delphinium Society Eastern
Group stand and other exhibits

Class DS7 - Ruth Boden
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The Norfolk Cup Best Bloom in
Carnation Classes
Awarded to Richard
Curtis

Affiliated Societies
Classes - Collection
of three kinds of
Vegetables
Awarded to
Shipdham
Horticultural Society
& Garden Club
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Catherine Waldron
Comments often heard at shows: “it’s been a funny year for vegetables”,
“mine were lovely last week” or “they’re not ready yet”.
The domestic classes don’t have this problem! It’s just a matter of checking
the schedule and working out a timetable. Chutneys are best made months
in advance, jams and jellies when fruit is available, and fruit cakes improve
with being kept for a few days at least. Some things like sausage rolls and
scones need to be made as near show date as possible. Also less temptation
to eat them! Where multiples are required (e.g. 4 sausage rolls) if possible
take extra in case they get damaged in transit or if you want to ask advice as
to which will be the best to exhibit. There is usually someone around to ask
for help when setting up your exhibit.
As NNHS don’t provide recipes, you have the choice of being adventurous or
sticking to tried and tested ones. If you don’t have cook books, recipes are
freely available on line or ask a friend whose baking you’ve tried and liked.
Cookery is not rocket science and family and friends may appreciate trying
your efforts! Reading the schedule will give you a chance to see how brave
you are at cookery and entering classes is fun. Sausage rolls need to be the
right balance of meat to pastry, Victoria sponge should be raspberry jam
only and dusted with caster sugar. Jams and chutneys should show date
made and flavour i.e. blackcurrant or mango chutney. Some exhibitors have
been kind enough to warn judges - “spicy”. In my experience mango
chutney is always good to keep in with judges! If making bread or rolls, try
alternative shaped loaves - cottage loaves or rolls, Plaits or mini hot dog rolls
will make them more attractive.
Please have a look at the schedule and try some cookery. If they don’t look
good enough to show but taste okay we’ll give them a good home with a
lovely cuppa while members look around the early Autumn show!
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Zantedeschia
Top left: ‘Havana’
Bottom left: ‘Starry Night’
Top right: ‘Dubai Nights’
Bottom right: ‘Beatrix’

Ian Roofe

Would you like to become a judge for local shows?
If you would we can add you to the NNHS judges list, and you would be
helping this society to offer better services to our affiliated societies.
The society is concerned that there are not enough new judges being trained
and mentored to carry out this key horticultural role.
The committee have been discussing setting up a mentoring scheme
involving established judges who would be happy to take on a trainee for the
coming years. We therefore also require volunteers, to take on this
mentoring role, from within our existing panel of judges. As a mentor you
would pass on all your skills and knowledge of judging all fruit, vegetable and
flower classes in NNHS shows and other local shows.
As a trainee you will be required to shadow your mentor for at least a full
show season and, once trained, you will be required to undertake judging on
a regular basis to remain an NNHS approved judge. It will be down to your
mentor to decide when you are ready to ‘go it alone'.
It sounds serious I know but I have no doubt it will be great fun, there will be
much to learn and knowledge to share!
If you are interested in being a mentor or a trainee then please contact me
by email at events@nnhs.org.uk or have a chat with me at one of our shows
or events.
I look forward to hearing from you.
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Lesley Webdale

An excited group of 29 members and friends set off from Norwich and
Dereham with Avanti travel on Saturday 8 July. As one of several who
boarded the coach at Dereham, I was immediately impressed by the “buzz”
as soon as I stepped on board. It was obvious that everyone had really been
looking forward to this holiday, the first the society has run for several
years, and I quickly realised that my co-ordinator role was going to be very
easy to fulfil. After one short stop on the way, we were in Harrogate by
early afternoon, in time for a quick look round before booking in to the Cairn
Hotel, which was just a short walk from the town centre.
The hotel looked after us well and meal times were a chance to socialise and
talk about the day’s highlights. We had the same tables allocated to us but
such was the camaraderie that seats were filled in a different way each time,
giving us all an opportunity to get to know members from other areas.
Several of our affiliated societies were represented – High Kelling,
Hethersett, Shipdham, Norwich Flower Club to name a few. Talk soon
turned to having another holiday in 2018, with Jane Saunders and Helen
Frayer taking the lead on co-ordinating ideas.
Each day was action packed and coach driver Steve had some interesting
roads to travel, including a 1:5 hill on the way to Helmsley Walled Garden
and a tight squeeze through the entrance gates to Newby Hall. All dealt
with immaculately! The weather was kind to us until the final day, but the
rain didn’t deter us from enjoying the wonderful RHS Harlow Carr. Then it
was time for the journey home, slightly damp round the edges and with
quite a bit of extra luggage (plants!)
A big thank you to Ian Roofe, social secretary, for organising this for us.
Keep your eyes focused on the Norfolk Gardener for details of our 2018
holiday – and next year let’s see if we can completely fill the coach!
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‘Thank you for all your hard work
and the chance to visit wonderful
‘Wonderful’
gardens’
‘Great few days’
‘New friends, beautiful and inspiring
‘Floratastical!’
gardens, great package, what’s not
‘Inspirational gardens, thanks’
to like?’
‘An interesting mix of gardens’
‘Enjoyable trip, great gardens’
‘Eye opener!!’
‘Fantastic gardens, what a treat!’
‘Happy Holiday!’
‘Lovely holiday, friendly people,
‘Great Gardens & Good Company’
lovely gardens – can’t wait for the
‘Fabulous gardens’
next one!’
‘A great time!’
‘Enjoyable trip visiting delightful
‘Very good trips, well organised,
gardens’
where to next year?’
‘I was worried about going on my
‘Very good “service” all round, would
own but everyone was so friendly I
go again’
had a great time!’
‘Lovely gardens, great company, nice
‘Wonderful Yorkshire gardens, good
food, (almost) perfect weather – let’s
company, many thanks
do it again sometime!’
Inspiring‘
‘Wonderful few days and great
company’

End of holiday quotes
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Ruth Boden

A rather damp day started our visit to RHS Harlow Carr gardens. We were
greeted by two enthusiastic tour guides, split into two groups and headed
towards the herbaceous borders via a straight path. The guide informed us
it was going to be a curved path in the near future, to keep with the
changing trend! We continued towards the herbaceous borders, which ran
down towards a valley. They lined the grass walkway and were immaculate,
a tapestry of colour. The guide pointed out a very unusual evergreen tree
from Chile, Maytenus boaria. A small stream flowed along the valley,
crossed by a decorative stone bridge built by the late, great Geoffrey Smith
– it was put to the test for strength by a group of visiting WI ladies!
Many candelabra primulas lined the banks of the stream together with
many damp loving plants. Willow branches had been incorporated into the
banks of the stream to try to protect it from the deluge of rain water
running down from the higher ground, causing flooding.
The guide pointed out the new education centre, “The Bramall”, where
children are being encouraged to take an interest in horticulture. Fifteen
years ago there were no children, now many school bring children to learn.
The far side of the stream is a large woodland which is having extensive
work, with many new woodland plants lining the pathway – good ideas for
shady areas.
The kitchen garden contained
many live willow structures,
some as arches and others as
supports for climbers. All
looked very natural. This
garden grows 50 varieties of
rhubarb out of a known 120
varieties.
Feeling very soggy, we were
very happy to get into the
alpine house. This was beautiful and full of colour, with many plants we
didn’t realise were alpines. Overall the rain didn’t dampen our enthusiasm –
what a joy to be in such a beautiful place!
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Eileen Wyatt

If you ever go to North Yorkshire don't miss visiting the Walled Gardens at
Helmsley.
On our visit to the five acre garden that sits at the foot of the imposing ruins
of Helmsley Castle, it was a sight to behold. Dating back originally to 1759 it
was finally abandoned as a market garden in 1984 and fell into dereliction
but was beginning to be restored in 1994 and has been worked on to the
present day.
Now restored glasshouses, colourful borders, 120 metre double herbaceous
borders, wild flower meadows and orchard are magnificent to see and all
this is made possible through the dedication and hard work of staff and
volunteers.
It has a cafe, plant centre and gift shop plus it supports horticultural therapy
services.
See information about the garden on www.helmsleywalledgarden.org.uk
When our group went round we had an excellent guide which made it much
more interesting than just looking at the lovely views. We were able to ask
questions and find out names of plants and the reason that some borders
and areas were added over the years during the restoration of the walled
garden. This is the advantage of a holiday with like-minded enthusiasts
having tours of gardens organised for you.
We hope you will feel inspired to join us when another NNHS holiday is on
offer, maybe next year!
Helen Frayer

When I booked the holiday I was a little apprehensive. I would be travelling
alone and as an affiliate member I only knew a couple of others going from
our club, but I needn’t have worried. There were several other people on
their own, and everyone was so friendly. I suppose going as a society
holiday we all had a common interest and it was easy to chat and join in
with the others. I’ve made some new friends and am really looking forward
to another holiday with the society next year
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Helen Frayer

We arrived at Harrogate on the first day of our holiday by lunchtime and
had a free afternoon, so most of us took the opportunity to visit Valley
Gardens.
This is a 17 acre parkland in the heart of the town. It is beautifully
maintained which is particularly impressive when considering how the Parks
Departments of most towns are facing big cutbacks.
As well as the usual formal bedding, there are also some interesting
plantings, such as the Nectar Bar which attracts bees and other pollinating
insects. A large dahlia bed all prepared with its stakes offered promise of a
future impressive display.
There is a New Zealand garden with a selection of native plants. Nearby was
a wood carving of a Kiwi bird from an old tree trunk which was so tactile it
cried out to be hugged! It was there that we were amazed to see a mass of
floating fluffy seed heads drifting around and coating everything for yards.
We couldn’t see which tree it was coming from but it looked like some sort
of kapok and Lesley caught some and put it in her glasses case for safe
keeping to take home and try and grow it. Unfortunately she forgot it was
in there when she got her glasses out later in the coach and it came out
everywhere!
This was a great start to the holiday.
Pete Sargent

The overall opinion is that it is a Tardis – small on the outside, but
deceptively large on the inside.
The garden only occupies one acre of what was originally farmland, but over
a period of about 30 years, a single family lovingly shaped it into a very
impressive collection of “garden rooms” – each of which is different.
Each turning, or a gap in the hedge takes you to a completely new view,
comprising different textures and plant varieties.
The skill of the original design, and attention to detail in its execution, has
resulted in a little gem of a garden.
It is not really a single garden, but a wonderful collection of “mini gardens” –
each one of which is a horticultural work of art.
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Jon Kelly

Newby Hall is situated on the banks of the river Ure near Ripon and
Boroughbridge. Built in the 1690s in the style of Sir Christopher Wren the
house was later enlarged and adapted by John Carr and subsequently
Robert Adam. The contents of the house include a rare set of Gobelin
Tapestries, a gallery of classical statuary and some of Chippendale's finest
furniture.
The main axis for the gardens are the long herbaceous borders running from
the house down to the river lined with double yew hedges, with a wide
grass path in between. Replanted in the past few years the borders are now
perfectly pitched with a mixture of pastel shades and vibrant colours,
Delphiniums and Campanulas are repeated throughout with Eryngium,
Cynara and Onopordum acanthium providing structural presence. Amongst
many other perennials featured are Echinacea, Lythrum, Sanguisorba,
Lychnis, Echinops and Veronicastrum,

Photo of Newby Hall - Jon Kelly
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To the east of the herbaceous border is the circular Beacon Garden,
denoted by the tall Beacon positioned at its centre erected to
commemorate the Queen’s Golden Jubilee. The Compton family crest
incorporates a beacon, and this monument within the garden cleverly
references this heraldic device. Informal rows of Cornus alba ‘Elegantissima’
soften the entrance to the garden. Shrubs of note are Cercis siliquastrum,
Rhodotypos scandens, Euonymus alatus while Malus siebaldii and
Hydrangea paniculata ‘Grandiflora’ offer further interest.
Sylvia's garden is surrounded by a yew hedge with three paved levels and an
ornate centrepiece. With four standard Roses planted symmetrically and Iris
along the main axis, most of the planting is informal incorporating Paeonia
lactiflora and Delphinium cultivars, Gaura lindheimeri, Alliums,
Agyranthemums and Thalictrum delavayi. Originally planted to peak in May,
all three levels flower all season giving extra interest.
Although visited in July the Autumn Garden had many highlights. A walled
garden sited on the old croquet lawn with an ornate water feature in the
middle and wooden obelisks hosting Clematis varieties. As well as some
unusual Hydrangeas planting included Campanulas, Dahlias, Phlox and lateflowering herbaceous plants such as Sedum, Echinacea and a wide range of
Salvias to include Salvia microphylla ‘Newby Hall’
Other garden areas include a Rock garden, water garden, orchard garden,
curving pergola, woodland, white garden, east rock garden and rose garden.
Newby Hall also houses a National Collection of Cornus, the lesser known
‘Flowering Dogwoods’, consisting of 100 individual specimens with 30
species represented.
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Lesley Webdale

Thank you to Cathryn Waldron, Sheila Crane and Phill Webdale for helping
with the setting up and running of our stall at the Peter Beales Rose Fair this
year. It was a very hot weekend, an extreme contrast to what we would
experience at the Royal Norfolk Show ten days later, and the numbers
visiting our stall were well down on the previous year, with most people
looking for somewhere to sit in the shade with a cool drink! We did
however speak to some potential new members, existing members and
members of various affiliated societies, plus some of our second-hand
gardening books found new homes. Overall another successful event for us.

Simon Gaches

This is slowly on going. There are lots of options to be looked at. One of the
proposals in the short term is to have a fairly radical revamp and not to
produce a 5 year booklet.
This means we would be able to change where necessary anything else that
comes to light each year.
Some of the ideas will not appeal to everyone but unfortunately changes
are necessary for the Society to progress in the long term.
Ending on a more exciting note, one of the possible new additions is a 'Giant
Vegetable' entry for the Autumn Shows.

Spring Show:

Sunday 25th March 2018

Summer Show:

Royal Norfolk Show - 27th & 28th June 2018

Early Autumn Show:

Sunday 16th September 2018

Late Autumn Show:

Sunday 19th November 2018
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Date
02/09/2017

07/09/2017

09/09/2017
12/09/2017

23/09/2017

14/10/2017

16/10/2017

Event
Fakenham & District
Horticultural Association, Early
Autumn Show 12 noon to
3.30pm
Greenfingers Gardening Club
(Banningham) meeting
7.30pm, talk by Sally Francis
on Growing Saffron in Norfolk
Stalham & District
Horticultural Society Annual
Autumn Show, 2pm
Rudhams & District
Horticultural Society Meeting
7.30pm - talk by Mr J Gibson
on Species Daffodils, visitors
£1
Cottage Garden Society
Norfolk Group - talk by John
Massey, The Magic of the
Changing Seasons - Autumn
into Winter, 2-4pm, nonmembers £6
Rudhams & District
Horticultural Society Autumn
Show, 2.30pm, free admission
Hellesdon Horticultural
Association - talk by Lynn
Shannon of Norfolk Lavender

Location
Fakenham Garden Centre

Banningham Jubilee Hall

Stalham High School
East Rudham Village Hall

East Tuddenham Jubilee Hall

East Rudham Village Hall

Hellesdon Community Centre

Other events you may be interested in:
If you can’t get to the Cottage Garden Society talk on 23 September, the Hardy
Plant Society have the same talk arranged at Hethersett Village Hall at 2pm
on Saturday 11 November, tickets £5 from Linda Hall, Birchwood, Snow
Street, Roydon, Diss, IP22 5SB. Telephone 01379 641519, email
mjlchall@btinternet.com. Cheques payable to Norfolk & Suffolk HPS and
enclose SAE to get your tickets.
Great Dixter Plant Fair, Saturday 7 October. A long way to go but the Norfolk &
Suffolk Group of the Hardy Plant Society have arranged a coach trip,
starting from Diss. If you are interested please contact Linda Hall on the
same details as the previous item.

Angie Sharpe

The Diss and District horticultural Society was officially founded in 1844,
although a few early newspaper cuttings suggest there was a club in the
town in 1830. The current society has around 75 members with monthly
meetings held every 2nd Tuesday at Diss United Reformed Church. During
the 60s and 70s membership numbers had been as high as 230. Greta
Sturgeon is our current chair and vice chair is Ken, our longest serving
member who joined in the 1960s when he started showing
chrysanthemums.
Recent speakers have covered such topics as small garden landscaping,
winter gardens, garden bugs and Victoria plant hunters to name but a few.
During the summer months we like to make the most of the nice weather
and long evenings with a few visits to local gardens. A few recent trips
include Batteleys Cottage in Wortham, Raveningham Gardens and Liz
Bloom’s in Roydon.
The highlights of our society year are our two shows, a spring show in April
and autumn show at the beginning of September. Although in the past we
used to have four shows a year, each held over two days, goodness knows
how we fitted them all in! Our shows are now held in the neighbouring
village of Roydon in their village hall. Shows used to be held in Diss Corn
Hall and also the old Kitchen Bros garage on Victoria Road. We have a
wonderful selection of some 32 cups, plates, trophies and medals which are
awarded during the two shows. Another popular event we organise is our
annual plant sale in May, which is always well supported by the people of
Diss.
Greta Sturgeon is our current chair and vice chair is Ken Jolly who is our
longest serving member. Ken first joined in the 1960s when he started
showing chrysanthemums.
Our Autumn Show this year will be held on Saturday 2nd September at
Roydon village hall, 11am-4.30pm. Our up and coming meetings are 12
September, Fungi with Dr Tony Leech, Building the Tower by Horry Parsons
on 10 October, Victorian plant hunters with Kristopher Harper on 14
November and on 9 January 2018 we will welcome Tim Fuller and his talk
on New, rare and unusual plants.
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Exhibits from
Autumn Show
2016

Rolly Copping at
Spring Show 2017

Schedule of 1878 show
Picture below from first show after
WW2 in Diss Corn Hall
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Janet Muter

I have often written about ways of saving work in the garden, and one of
these ideas has really come to fruition in my own garden. The hardy
geranium Rosanne has rightly received much acclaim this year. It is
however one of a huge family of plants with much to commend them. Their
colours range from pinks to reds, and mauves to blues and will harmonise in
any border.
They are not fussy about position either I have g.Khan growing in the gravel
garden, and tall g.Psilostemon growing in rain shadow at the back of a
border, its cerise flowers are stunning planted among grey foliage.
The earliest to make an impact in the garden is pharm.” Brundall Gold“, not
with its flowers but with primrose coloured leaves encircling a thread of red.
Tiny g.“Nigrescens”, with its white flowers and g.”Bill Wallis”, pink and
dainty, will enhance any rockery and seed in the crevices.
Geraniums may be cut down after their first flowering, and most will give a
second display.
Geranium “Macrorhyzum” will quickly cover a whole area under a shrub,
and come in many pastel shades. Mine are growing under a Pierris and the
foliage will give an added bonus of brilliant autumn colour - they are easy to
pull out if they outgrow their space.
In the spring the dead foliage can be gently pulled away from the new plant,
small children can do this, and that is all the attention they need.
I have over 80 varieties in my garden here in Brundall, many of them
naturalising in the woods.
Lake House is always open 10.00am until dark really! Just turn up and knock
at the door, I charge £4 which goes to the National Garden Scheme but if
you ask nicely you might get a gift of a geranium and a history of the garden.
If you just watch and listen the trees ponds and lake conceal a vast variety of
wildlife.
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Jon Kelly

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/norfolkhortsoc
Twitter - https://twitter.com/norfolkhortsoc
If you have any comments on the
website or social media please contact
secretary@nnhs.org.uk and let us know.
Norfolk Gardener Editorial Note
All submissions are the opinions and copyright of the author and must not be
reproduced without their written permission. The Society does not take
responsibility for facts stated, or personal views given, in submissions and these
may not represent the views of the Society or Editor. If necessary submissions may
be edited to conform to the requirements of the Journal.
All advertisements are commercial and their inclusion does not indicate
endorsement by the Society, which accepts no liability for loss suffered directly or
indirectly as a result of any published advertisement.
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30 Westfield, Dereham, Norfolk, NR19 1QL
Return to: Mirtna Cottage, Whinburgh Road,

Autumn Lecture 2017
Alan Gray :
Pushing the Boundaries of Horticulture
Sunday 19th Nov, Costessey Centre
The Afternoon of the Late Autumn Show
2pm, Tea and biscuits included
Please reserve me ………. member places
£5.00 each (members & affiliated society members)
Please reserve me ………. non-member places
£7.50 each (non-members)
I enclose a cheque for £……………………………………….. made payable to NNHS

Name……………………………………………………………………………
Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
E mail………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Tickets will NOT be issued for this event, names will be added to data base
for admission on the afternoon
Send to: NNHS Events, The Cottage, Blofield House, Woodbastwick rd,
Blofield, Norwich, NR13 4RW

Early Autumn Show 2017
Name:

…………………………………………………………………………………..

Address:

…………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………..

Tel:

…………………………………………………………………………………..

Email:

…………………………………………………………………………………..

Make a X under the numbers of the Classes in which you intend to Exhibit
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AF16

AF17

Affiliated Societies Classes
AF12

AF13

AF14

AF15

Please return entry to the Show Secretary by 6pm Wednesday 13th September 2017
Notes:
1. To avoid waste of time and staging space, all exhibitors are requested to refer to the Show
regulations and schedule, and check they are entering exhibits in the right class(es)
2. Wherever possible exhibitors should notify the Secretary by the day before the show if they are
unable to compete, or wish to withdraw an entry.

AGM & Christmas Social
Green Pastures Plant Centre and Farm Shop
Mill Road, Bergh Apton, Norfolk, NR15 1PQ
Friday 1st December 2017
6pm doors open - 6.30pm start for AGM
Social Evening from 7.30pm, including Quiz and Buffet

Please reserve me ………. member places
£12.50 each (members & affiliated society members)
Please reserve me ………. non-member places
£14.50 each (non-members)

I enclose a cheque for £………………………… made payable to NNHS
Name…………………………………………………………………………
Contact telephone number: ……………………………………………….
E mail………………...………………………………………………………
Attendance of the AGM ONLY is free to members

Send to: NNHS Social Sec, The Cottage, Blofield House,Woodbastwick
Rd, Blofield, Norwich, NR13 4RW
Please return booking form no later than 24th November 2017

