President’s Letter

I

The KWUA Board has also
made substantial strides in defining the association’s direction and focus. In light of elections, court decisions, and local feedback, the board
has refined its federal priorities, established a disOne year ago, I accepted the responsibility to serve
tinct allocation of its resources and has begun planKWUA as its Executive Director. When I started, our
ning in the fields of fish science, public relations, govirrigation community was deeply fractured. I came on ernment affairs and litigation.
with the goal to reunite the Project Irrigators and
charge forward together. Today, KWUA is two district It is also the desire of the board to improve our outmembers stronger and represents nearly 90% of the reach aimed at the youth of our community. In 2017,
acres in the Klamath Reclamation Project served by KWUA sponsored the Klamath County Farm Expo, an
event that highlights agriculture for 4rd graders in the
Upper Klamath Lake.
area. At the KWUA booth, we taught the children how
In large part, KWUA’s current momentum is due to its much water it takes to make a typical school lunch
Board of Directors being willing to accept change. For (607 gal. by our calculation) which left them under2017, the board is committed to taking measures to standing how important water is to
drastically improve our communication with the local agriculture and our community.
community. This includes hosting quarterly public
Finally, KWUA is championing a
meetings, distributing a bi-weekly report, regularly
youth program for students enterattending irrigation district meetings and getting ining their senior year of high school.
volved in public events.
The program was designed by Jesse
Kandra, a 2017 graduate of Lost
River High School and an accepted West Point Cadet. The program, titled, Generation h2.o, will encompass five
2017 Member Districts
weeks of hands on work experience, field tours and
presentations at a variety of our natural resource
districts, agencies and businesses. It is designed to teach
Ady District Improvement Co., Klamath Basin Improvement Disthe students about the polititrict, Klamath Drainage District, Klamath Irrigation District, Malin
Irrigation District, Midland Irrigation District, Pioneer District Im- cal and technical complexity
provement Co., Poe Valley Improvement District, Shasta View Irri- of our natural resources relatgation District, Sunnyside Irrigation District, TID Lease Lands,
ed to natural resource supply
Tulelake Irrigation District, Van Brimmer Ditch Co., Warren Act Conand demand.

n the recent past, the solidity of our community
has been threatened by unprincipled policies and
regulations. As we transition through the most
legally expensive time in Klamath Project history,
KWUA’s sights remain fixed on the horizon.

tractors, & Westside Improvement District

Landowner Members: Frank Hammerich & Walker Farms

As you can see, there are
some exciting things on our

The onset of 2016 marked the beginning of a new era, the post Klamath Basin
Restoration Agreement (KBRA) era. Although for many Klamath Project irrigators that have lived through the ups and downs of the last 30 years, this new era
would soon come to feel all too familiar. Rather than a fresh start, many would
say this is more like a leap back in time. Once again we find ourselves concerned
and thinking more about threats of litigation and battling it out in the court
room.
This new era also brings a new personal challenge for myself. Last March, I was elected President of Klamath Water Users Association (KWUA). Being a native of Tulelake, I know too well the challenges our water users
face. These challenges have only compounded with mounting regulatory and policy decisions that directly affect
farm and ranch productivity. I am committed to facing these challenges head on for the benefit of our community,
but we need that same commitment from the community to witness real positive change.

KLAMATH PROJECT≈ $670 MILLION & 5,200 JOBS
2013 Estimated Total Average
Annual Economic Activity as a
result of Upper Klamath Basin

If ever there was a time that unity was paramount to the survival of the family farms and ranches of the
Klamath Project, and in many cases the entire Klamath Basin, this would be that time. Fortunately, steps have
been taken in that direction over this past year. With the return of Klamath Irrigation District (KID), Klamath
Drainage District (KDD) and other individuals as members of KWUA, we have the potential to be more unified and
stronger than ever.
The path forward is unclear and fraught with uncertainty, but KWUA will stand up to the task of preserving the viability and sustainability of irrigated agriculture in the Klamath Basin. KWUA has and will continue
to battle litigious attacks on agriculture and water rights, work with local, state and federal representatives as well
as the new administration to capitalize on opportunities, and create a promising future for generations to come. I
give you that same respect and commitment as President of KWUA as well.

Brad C. Kirby,

2016 President of KWUA

Agriculture including Tulelake
CA (amount reflects the 1.9 IMPLAN multiplier). Economic re-

ports for 2014 –2015 are not
available at this time through the
Oregon State Extension office

2016 TOTAL ACREAGE

The Klamath Project: Oregon & California

Alfalfa Hay ≈ 59,849 acres 32%

horizon including the 10th anniversary of our popular Fall Harvest Tour. This tour provides community
members information about the Klamath Project.
Thanks to our sponsors, there will be no charge for
the tour. Register today at www.kwua.org.
KWUA is growing, gaining clarity and getting focused.
As agriculture continues to be the driver of our local
economy, it has never been more important to have
a voice defending it. KWUA is that voice and we will
continue to advocate relentlessly for real solutions
that add to the security of our community.

Grains ≈ 50,297.3 acres 37%
Other Hay & Silage ≈ 19,017.5 acres 10%

Horseradish ≈ 328 acres 0%
Garlic ≈ 365 acres 0%
Irrigated Pasture Land ≈ 37,962.8 acres 21%
Peppermint ≈ 2,420 acres 1%
Potatoes ≈ 13,254 acres 7%
Onion ≈ 2,817 acres 2%
Register Today
www.kwua.org

Scott White,
KWUA Executive Director

THE ANNUAL ECONOMIC VALUE OF THE

2016 Upper Klamath Lake Elevation

The Klamath Water Users Association (KWUA) is a non-profit corporation that has represented Klamath Project
farmers and ranchers in its current form since 1953. However, the roots of the organization date back to the beginning of the Klamath Reclamation Project in 1905. KWUA members include rural and suburban irrigation districts, other public agencies and private individuals who operate on both sides of the California-Oregon border.
These entities and individuals typically hold water delivery contracts with the United States Bureau of Reclamation. The Klamath Project is home to over 1200 family farms and ranches and encompasses over 200,000 acres
of some of the best farmland in the West.
The mission of the organization is to preserve and enhance the viability of irrigated agriculture for our membership in the Klamath Basin, for the benefit of current and future generations.
KWUA is governed by an 11-member board of directors who are representatives from Klamath Project districts.
The association employs an Executive Director and staff to execute the policy decisions made by the board.

KWUA Staff & Board of Directors
Executive Director: Scott White
Executive Assistant/Office Manager: Chelsea Shearer
Board of Director President: Brad Kirby

Secretary: Ben DuVal

Board of Director Vice President: Luke Robison

Treasurer: Tricia Hill

Position 1: P: Brad Kirby~ A: Kraig Beasly

Position 7: P: Rob Crawford~ A: Dave Jensen

Position 2: P: Grant Knoll~ A: Jerry Enman

Position 8: P: Curt Mullis ~ A: Jason Flowers

Position 3: P: Luther Horsley~ A: Frank Anderson

Position 9: P: George Rajnus~ A: Todd Koch

Position 4: P: Gary Wright~ A: Mike Byrne

Position 10: P: Tricia Hill~ A: Steve Kandra

We would like to give a special thank you to all the members of the association and
to the many individual producers who offer continuous support and vision in seeking
solutions for a sustainable future in the Klamath Basin.
We also recognize and acknowledge the many partner businesses and organizations
that support us and collaborate with us on a daily basis. Thank you for helping us
preserve, and enhance the interests of irrigated agriculture.

2017 KWUA Board Advisory Committees
Executive Committee, Administration & Budget, Water Quality, Nomination, Governmental Affairs,
Operations, Negotiation, Public Relations & Events, Fish Science, Membership Recruitment

Position 5: P: Rob Unruh~ A: Ryan Hartman

Position 11: P: Ben DuVal~ A: Bob Gasser
Klamath Water Users Association ~ 735 Commercial Street Suite 3000, Klamath Falls OR. 97601

Position 6: P: Luke Robison ~ A: Jason Chapman

P: Primary member

A: Alternate member

Phone: 541-883-6100

2016 ANNUAL REPORT

www. kwua.org

