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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have
passed away, and look, new things have come. Everything is from
God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the
ministry of reconciliation: That is, in Christ, God was reconciling the
world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He
has committed the message of reconciliation to us. Therefore, we are
ambassadors for Christ, certain that God is appealing through us. We
plead on Christ’s behalf, “Be reconciled to God.” ~2 Corinthians 5:
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. Together as one body, Christ
reconciled both groups to God by means of his death on the cross,
and our hostility toward each other was put to death. ~Ephesians 2:13
Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of
all men. If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably
with all men. ~Romans 12:17-18
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by Nicholas Piotrowski, Associate Pastor of Theological Development
Welcome back to our “Systematic Theology” series.
In the last two installments we thought about how the
Bible is inspired, inerrant, canonical and authoritative.
That is, because the Bible is breathed out by the Holy
Spirit (inspired) as prophets and apostles wrote down
the very words of God, it is therefore also without any
error (inerrant), the ultimate standard for knowing truth
(canonical), and it places a claim over us to believe
and obey it (authoritative). We continue now to think
about three more attributes of Scripture.
(1) The Bible is necessary in order for us to know
the way of salvation and godly living.
(2) The Bible is clear in communicating the way of
salvation and godly living.
(3) The Bible is sufficient for us to know the way of
salvation and godly living.
I think the point is clear: The Bible is primarily concerned
with communicating to us the way of salvation and
godly living—all to the glory of God and our eternal
joy—and it is effective to that end. Let’s look at each
of these attributes one by one.
First, we need the Bible to know the way of salvation
and godly living. It is necessary. Sure, we can know a
lot of things without the Bible. We can even know things
about God without the Bible. See for example Psalm
19:1–6 and Romans 1:19–20. But we cannot know how
to be saved nor how to live a life pleasing to the Lord
unless God graciously reveals these things. In those
same passages, Psalm 19:7–11 extols the surpassing
value of God’s revealed word and Romans 1:21–23 tells
us that whatever knowledge of God we might have is
suppressed by our sinfulness. That’s why we need the
Scriptures: to tell us how to overcome that sinfulness
(Romans 3:21–26). Without the Bible we would be
perpetually in the dark about how we should respond to
God. We’d be forever in our sinful fallen state. But praise
God! He has given us his word! More than anything else,
you need a word from God. And he’s given us that in
the Scriptures!
Second, the Bible is clear in its overall message. That
does not mean that there are no difficult passages.
There certainly are! Nor does it mean the church doesn’t
need its teachers. See Ephesians 4:11–16. But its overall
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message is clear. What is that message? You won’t be
surprised: it’s how to be saved and how to live a godly
life. That is, the message of Jesus Christ’s death and
resurrection to save all who believe, and how to follow
Jesus is the central message to which all else is oriented.
So while we may not understand every verse, we do
understand what it’s all about as a whole. As Martin
Luther wrote in his famous Bondage of the Will, “What
solemn truth can the Scriptures still be concealing, now
that the seals are broken, the stone rolled away from
the door of the tomb, and that greatest of all mysteries
brought to light—that Christ suffered for us, and will reign
forever?”
Third, the Bible is sufficient. Nothing is missing; nothing
is withheld to show us the way of salvation and godly
living. As 2 Peter 1:3 tells us, “His divine power has given
us everything we need for life and godliness through
our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory
and goodness.” Then the chapter ends (vv. 19–21) by
telling us that that knowledge is no place other than in
the Scriptures.
Brothers and sisters, it is very humbling that we need
God to speak to us. We will never know the way of
salvation or godly living if he didn’t tell us. Hence the
Bible is necessary. But equally brothers and sisters, how
encouraging that God has spoken to us the way of
salvation and godly living—and he’s done that clearly
and sufficiently. Not only do we have what we need.
We have all we need. There is no lack of revelation,
no lack of knowledge, no lack of wisdom that God has
not clearly provided in his word! Is there any truth, any
comfort, any hope, any edification that you need that
God has not also provided sufficiently and clearly in the
Scriptures? No indeed! He knows our frame that we
are but dust. He knows our needs. He knows the word
from Heaven that we long to hear at any time for our
salvation and guidance in godly living.
Recently Bev Olonoh commented in a Cross Training
class how encouraged she is to think that God wants to
communicate with us. So, he speaks in his word—clearly
and thoroughly. Amen, Bev! That is very encouraging
indeed!
This is the last of several articles in this series specifically
on the word of God, and it’s been worth it. I want
Northsiders to have a very high view and very high
confidence in the word of God. I want us all to believe
and live and truly sing, “How a firm foundation, you saints
of the Lord, is laid for your faith in his excellent word!”
That is the first line of a hymn we often sing, “How Firm a
Foundation.” The first stanza goes like this:
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How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He hath said
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?
Amen! What more does he need to say? What’s he’s said is sufficient. Our job now is to listen
to what he’s said. So notice now that the rest of the hymn is comprised of promises from the
Scriptures:
“Fear not, I am with thee, oh, be not dismayed,
For I am thy God and will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.”
That comes from Isaiah 41:10. Certainly that is a promise from God in his word that we need to
hear clearly. The next two stanzas combine Isaiah 43:2 with 2 Corinthians 12:9 and 1 Peter 1:6–7.
“When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
For I will be with thee thy troubles to bless
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.”
“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply.
The flames shall not hurt thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine.”
Amen! We would all do well to memorize those words! This next stanza banks on how the Lord
will answer the prayer of Psalm 71:18, and mixes in the imagery of Isaiah 40:11.
“E’en down to old age all My people shall prove
My sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love;
And when hoary hairs shall their temples adorn,
Like lambs they shall still in My bosom be borne.”
Someday we’ll have “hoary hairs on our temples”; it is then we will most need the Good Shepherd
to carry us. Finally, the last stanza promises that all who trust in Christ will never be deserted even
in the most difficult times, just as in Hebrews 13:3, 5–6. See also Romans 8:31–39.
“The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose
I will not, I will not, desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never, forsake!”
The next time we sing this song at Northside we should reflect on the fact that these are the
very words of God, inspired, inerrant, canonical, authoritative, necessary, clear and sufficient!
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Reconciliation, a Gospel Mandate
by Derrin Slack and Asa Hart

“My mom says I can’t play with you,” Johnny said.
“Why not,” I asked him.
“I just can’t.”
Johnny was the little white boy across the street. My family
lived in Broad Ripple at the time, and this succinct conversation occurred among other children, all white, in
the neighborhood. I no longer had friends to play with in
my neighborhood. I was devastated. I was in first grade.
It was with this conversation that I became aware of my
race – that I was different.
“Mom, what is wrong with me?” I said as tears welled in
my eyes.
Mom replied, “Nothing, sweetie, why?”
“Johnny said he can’t play with me anymore.”
Her expression grew solemn. And as precocious as I was, I was not
prepared for “the talk” we had following my question. Mom explained
just how things were for boys who look like me growing up in the neighborhoods, schools, and world in which we lived. She explained how I was to act,
talk, and even present myself in public. She told me stories of my father, brothers,
and other family members being accosted, blamed, and even jailed for “looking
suspicious.” She explained why we got pulled over often while driving in our own
neighborhood. And she graciously told me to always be aware of who I am talking
to, where I am, and how I am being perceived. She ended her speech with a gentle
warning asserting, “It is only going to get worse…’UNLESS someone like you cares a
whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It’s not.’ Never be ashamed of who you
are, son, because God made each of us in His image. And with him on your side, you
can’t fail.”
I will never forget those words.
At the time, it did not occur to me that my mom was channeling her inner Dr. Seuss until
I came across the book, “The Lorax” and read those same words to my son. It gave me
pause to reflect on my life and that conversation with my mother. She was telling me in her
own way about the polarizing effects of race and racism and how I should respond to it.
And from that moment on, I wasn’t just a little boy. I was a little black boy.
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UNLESS someone like you cares a whole awful
lot, nothing is going to get better. It’s not.

From “the Lorax” by Dr. Seuss
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Reconciliation

(continued from page 4)
The modern difficulties surrounding race and racism
are foreign to the Creation account of humanity. We
see this in Genesis 1:27 ESV:
So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.
When we look at the world around us, we cannot say
that the image of God in man is the prevailing thought
of modern society – and this is Satanic. The Serpent
sought to destroy man and declared war on the image
of God, and that war is ongoing today in abortion, hate
and racism. But Christians must see racism from a Biblical perspective and that stands in conflict with modern
views of racism. We are all image-bearers of God and
he created us all different (colors, personalities, talents,
etc.) to display his greatness and glory. Moreover, that
True Image of God will finally be restored from the Fall,
not by the dismissal of race, but by the work of the Gospel.
In order to make this point, we need to talk about race
openly and honestly. People must come to understand
the racial history and origins of racism in America. It
is important for us to see the many ways our unconscious biases have distorted our judgments over the
years about what is fair, appropriate, and constructive when responding to crime, abortion, housing, and
education. We must come to see, too, how our economic insecurities and racial resentments have been
exploited for political gain, and how this manipulation
has caused suffering for people of all colors.
The truth is that discussions on race make people uncomfortable. One study found that some whites are
so loath to talk about race and so fearful of violating
racial etiquette that they indicate a preference for
avoiding all contact with black people. 1 And the reverse is often true as well. “White people” has become
a pejorative in popular culture.
But our hope is in something far more powerful that
will accomplish far more than “white guilt” ever could.
Therefore, we can look at these issues not with a cautious and leery eye, but with the clear conscience of
a people who have been redeemed. The worst thing
about us was declared to be true at Calvary, so then
let us look at these smaller issues clearly for there is now
no condemnation for those who are in Christ. Moreover, the discomfort, hostility, and history of race is only
reconciled through Jesus. We must cling onto the Gospel mandate in which we are called to be reconcilers.

Throughout the Bible we see many examples of the
need for reconciliation of man to God (Gen. 3, 5, 11;
Judges 16; 1 Samuel 17; Jonah, etc.); each example
casts Jesus in the background as the Gospel points
solely to him for man to be reconciled to God. 2 Corinthians 5:17-19 states:
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away, and look,
new things have come. Everything is from God,
who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and
gave us the ministry of reconciliation: That is, in
Christ, God was reconciling the world to Himself,
not counting their trespasses against them, and
He has committed the message of reconciliation to us. Therefore, we are ambassadors for
Christ, certain that God is appealing through
us. We plead on Christ’s behalf, “Be reconciled
to God.”
Thus, when we speak of racial reconciliation, the blood
of Jesus Christ is not only powerful enough to save us
and reconcile us to God, but it can reconcile us to
each other. His blood has the power to transform us into
a new creation. And in Him, race, wealth and status
have no value but our reconciliation to God through
Christ as a new creation does. We are a people, a
creation, who best understands the need for reconciliation with others, because it has been done for us
already through our Lord Jesus. If we cling to the Gospel, we will have the courage and confidence to learn,
re-learn, and engage with our fellow man. Ephesians 2
drives this point home the best:
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far
away have been brought near by the blood of
Christ. Together as one body, Christ reconciled
both groups to God by means of his death on
the cross, and our hostility toward each other
was put to death.
Whether we realize it or not, race intersects with nearly every major issue we face today in America. In the
following section we want to ask why the evangelical
response to institutional racism has largely been muted. The kingdom of God is not about coexistence. It is
about reconciliation. As people who have been graciously welcomed into this kingdom, we must be about
the business of reconciliation. Our hope is that this article would spur on the members of Northside Baptist
Church to that end.
Continued on page 6
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continued from page 5

The Problem of Racialization Blinders
In recent decades, through organizations like Promise
Keepers, there has been a lot of talk among evangelicals about racial reconciliation. While most of this talk
has been helpful, the overall progress of racial reconciliation has been hindered by the problem of sensory
adaption. Sensory adaption is the phenomenon in
which our neural transmitters begin to ignore constant,
unchanged external stimuli. This adaption is the reason you stop feeling the clothes that you are wearing
a few short seconds after you put them on in the morning – that is, unless you are wearing a particularly itchy
sweater or particularly tight shoes that irritate with each
and every movement. 2
The same phenomenon occurs in our experience of society and culture. A type of sensory blindness sets in for
those who are not irritated by societal or cultural norms.
For example, while in the United States, an American
might think very little about a taxi driver asking him
questions about himself. If that same individual, however, was to enter a taxi in Afghanistan and was immediately confronted with questions about himself, his
nationality, and even his accent, his mind would be on
high alert! Likewise, this phenomenon also takes place
in the experience of different races in America.
In the late 1930’s through the early 1940’s, the United
States government commissioned Swedish social scientist Gunnar Myrdal to explore the racialization of its
citizenry. Myrdal interviewed thousands of individuals
and was surprised to find that white Americans largely believed racism was a thing of the past (during the
height of the Jim Crow era, no less)! The many, honest and hard-working men and women that he interviewed saw racism as tied to slavery – a hard-fought
battle that had already been won back in 1865. When
Myrdal would press them on particular instances of
segregation, these well-meaning people would almost
universally posit, “I’m certain that’s not problematic.
This is just the way that people – both black and white
– prefer to live.” 3
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But this phenomenon is not isolated to one generation. Each subsequent generation would point back
to a landmark decision or moment as evidence that
racism-at-large had ended:
“We’re not racist! We evangelize our slaves unlike our fathers.”
“Institutional racism is dead! We ended slavery
with our own blood.”
“We’re not racist! We just want our jobs and our
inner-city neighborhoods back.” (After the industrial boom caused by WWI)
“Systemic racism is a thing of the past! Segregation is just the way the races like it!”
“We’re not racist! The Civil Rights movement
achieved its purpose in legislation.”
“Systemic racism is gone! We’ve had a black
President.” 4
For all of these people, racism was the problem of a few
unknown individuals who might persist in prejudiced attitudes. Apart from some forward thinking individuals
or outsiders observing our cultures, racism did not seem
to be an issue to those who it did not irritate or trouble.
None of this should be taken to say that these individuals had prejudices themselves (perhaps they did, but
perhaps they did not) as much as to say that they were
simply blind to the injustices that their fellow citizens experienced on a daily basis. These injustices were not
so much at the hands of other prejudiced individuals –
although we have a sad and well-documented history
that they did. Rather, and more often, they took place
at the figurative hands of systems and practices and
institutional policies that society had embraced as acceptable, orderly, and even good. It then follows that
if systemic racism continues today, then it is highly likely
that well-meaning individuals – yes, Christian individuals – are largely unaware of it.
The question must be asked, is there moral culpability
for such “sensory adaption”? When we look back to
the polygamy by King David, the culturally accepted
owning of slaves by George Whitfield, and the vocal
arguing for segregation by Jerry Falwell we have to
admit that while the Bible condemns such behavior,
blindness seems to be met with some degree of mercy. However, willful blindness and stubbornness once
God’s moral law is understood can only be categorized as hard-hearted rebellion.
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continued from page 6
Enter determined and eloquent reformers like William
Wilberforce, Frederick Douglas, and Martin Luther King
Jr. It so often takes a voice that articulates the struggles of the oppressed to the majority in words which
align with their moral compass for these “blinders” to
fall off. These reformers were successful not because
they eschewed Christendom for it’s past participation
in racialization, but because they used the Christian
Bible to critique defective expressions of Christianity.
They called Christians to be more biblical, not less.5

1
See “Study Finds Whites Anxious about Race,” Bryant
Park Project, National Public Radio, Dec. 3, 2007.

Evangelicalism is further hindered in responding to societal sins, by our overemphasis on Individualism. Under
the compound effects of Individualism the Evangelical
response to racism becomes something like this:
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“Racism is bad, but it’s really the problem of unregenerate individuals, not a systemic evil. I’m
sure there are some prejudiced individuals out
there, but I’m also sure that if minorities would
stop blaming everyone else and took responsibility, most if not all of these problems would
disappear. Look, if all the individuals of society
became Christians then racism would vanish.
Therefore, the Church should spend its time
preaching the Gospel and not worry ourselves
with these politics.” 6
Very few evangelicals take this position concerning
abortion. Evangelicals agree that abortion is both a
societal iniquity and an individual sin, and we rightly
and vocally oppose its promotion and legalization. But
if we were to respond to the societal evils of abortion
with a more individualistic approach as we do with
systemic racism, we would be less concerned about
voting Pro-Life and suggest that Christians just become
friends of single mothers-to-be and try to convert everyone so that abortion would de facto end. This approach would greatly undercut our urgent message
that abortion is in fact homicide.
So just as we do in responding to abortion and the
death culture at large, our theology must be worked
out in repentance of our society’s sins and in calling
upon policy change. Moreover, we need to intentionally work toward the desegregation of our churches
and neighborhoods in order for us to better understand
one another. This approach would involve financial
commitments and burdens, but our repentance and
our prophetic calls for righteousness are incomplete
unless we pursue generous restitution alongside of reconciliation. Jesus loves the little children – red and yellow, black and white – and it’s high time that we start
living this out.

2
Webster, Michael A. “Evolving Concepts of Sensory
Adaption,” The National Center for Biotechnology: https://
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3501690/.
3
Emerson, Michael and Smith, Christian, Divided by
Faith: Evangelical Religion and the Problems of Race in
America; Oxford University Press: 2001, pg. 10.

Ibid, 10-92.

5
Moore, Russell, “How Martin Luther King Jr. Overcame
‘Christian’ White Supremacy,” on http://www.russellmoore.com/2016/01/18/how-martin-luther-king-jrovercame-christian-white-supremacy-2/ accessed on
January 10, 2017.
6
This is a summary of many discussions on race that
I (Asa) have had with evangelicals in a variety of
churches.

This begins a two part series
on racial reconciliation. Next
month, we will continue in this
series by writing about specific areas of systemic racism,
and tangible responses for our
church.
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by Donna Kreke, Ministry Volunteer
On a recent trip to a local grocery store, I realized
they were going through a remodeling process. Everything was in a new, unknown place. I was confused
and frustrated. They had signs to direct you and extra
employees offering to help. Several times I was asked,
“Are you okay?” or “Can I help you find something?”
Being too proud to admit I was lost, I answered, “No,
I’m okay.” Stubbornly, I eventually found what I needed on my own.
When in situations much more important than where
the tomato soup is, I am blessed to have family and
friends with whom I can be totally honest. I can say,
“I’m not okay,” when I am feeling confused, frustrated, or totally at a loss of which way to turn. That is not
true for everyone. Many of Northside’s neighbors, who
come to Covenant Foods, are in the midst of incredibly difficult situations. They have no one they trust with
whom to share that burden or from whom to receive
counsel and prayer. As counselors, we find sometimes
a guest will open up even on their first visit, but with
others, it takes a while for them to feel comfortable
enough to say “I’m not okay.” Most often they don’t
require answers but are truly grateful to have someone
to simply listen and pray for them.
In our last training session, Pastor Eric, encouraged us to be ‘curious counselors’. That
means, we should ask questions that will al-
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low our guests to tell their stories. Over time they trust
us enough to be honest and to accept the truths we
share from God’s word.
Often we see Satan trying to distract us from what
is really important. Recently, one of our volunteers fell
while picking up the bread at Entenmann’s resulting in
a painful injury. Occasionally, there is a difference of
opinion among the volunteers. Last month, a couple
that served in key volunteer positions moved away
from Indianapolis. A few guests exhibit behaviors that
are very disruptive to the normal flow on a Tuesday
evening. But 1 John 4:4 says, “He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.” As we see God moving, we are assured He has His hand on our Covenant
Foods ministry. When there is injury, we see healing.
When there is conflict, we see confession and forgiveness. When a volunteer moves away, we see someone
else called to fill that position. When faced with a challenging situation, we see patience and wisdom. Pray
that Satan will be bound, that people will continue to
accept Jesus Christ as their Savior, and that hurting
people will trust us enough to say, “I’m not okay.”
Also, pray about whether God is leading you to volunteer your time and energy as well as your generous
gifts to this ministry. There are many different ways to
serve on Tuesday evenings and we always need more
drivers to pick up food from Entenmann’s, Papa Johns,
Chipotle, Bob Evans, Kroger, and Fresh Thyme. Feel free
to talk to Vivian Noggle or Scott Long if God is leading
you in our direction.
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The Northside Kids’ ministry is planning a church-wide day of service benefitting several organizations in our city
that address social issues. This will be a great opportunity to serve alongside your church family to learn more
about them as you share in community with others. We will complete this day with team building activities, training on how to engage with people we will serve, and a reflection session following our service projects. All are
welcome to attend this day of service and childcare will be provided for those families with little ones. Breakfast
and lunch will be provided! Sign up in the Welcome Center.
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Ladies, join us for Creative Crafting on
Thursday, February 16 at 6 PM in Kids Cove.
We are making cards using Stampin Up
tools and supplies. Just $3 to make 2 cards.
Cheryl Piotrowski and Amy Myers will lead
the project. Come and enjoy a fun time
of fellowship.
Bring a dish or dessert to share.

Parents’ Night Out
Need an evening without the kids?
Northside Kids Ministry offers bimonthly Parents’ Night Out to give
our parents the opportunity to take
a well-deserved break. Go out for a
night on the town feeling confident
that your little ones are safe and having the time of their lives with their favorite Children’s Ministry Volunteers.
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Northside Student Ministry Winter Retreat: Live Smart,
Preparing for the Future God Wants for You February
17-19, 2017 for Students Grades 7-12, Cost $75 (Friends
are free) Join us for a special time of fun and learning.
Our Speaker, Dan Dumas, will share insights from his
book “Live Smart.” NSM will team up with Castleview
Baptist Church students in this opportunity to learn,
grow and enjoy some fun activities together. Sign up
at northsideindy.org.
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Join us in the Prayer
Room on the 2nd, 4th
and 5th Saturday each
month at 8:00 AM.
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:30 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Our Staff
Pastoral Staff

Support Staff

Eric Martin
emartin@NorthsideIndy.org
Senior Pastor

Derrin Slack
dslack@northsideindy.org
Children’s Ministry Director

John Reeder
jreeder@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship

Micah Langmaack
micah@NorthsideIndy.org
Facilities Manager

Asa Hart
ahart@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Students

Jan Jeter
office@NorthsideIndy.org
Office Assistant

Nicholas Piotrowski
nicholas@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Theological Development

Barbara Cross
bcross@NorthsideIndy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin

Sunday 9:00 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carter Class - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Men’s Class - D112
Woessner Class - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Grades 7-12 - CLC Upstairs
Elementary - Kids Cove
Preschool - Various Rooms

Sunday 9:30 AM

Teacher: Nicholas Piotrowski
meeting in the Assembly Room.

Steinmeier: Sunday evenings
Fishers: Thursday evenings
Newly Married: Sunday
Fall Creek/Binford: Thursday eve.
Women (Fishers): Sunday lunch
Ravenswood: Friday evenings
Contact the office at 317-255-6692 if
you would like to join a group.

