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EQUIPMENT OPERATORS, Construction Mechanics, lisht and heavy equip-
ment are the lifeblood of MCB-121's ALPHA Company.
o2

SEABEES would be at a loss if BRAVO Company’s Steelworkers, Uilitiesmen,
Electricians, and Builders were not included in their ranks—Love those lights
and showers.

OUR MASTER BUILDERS in vertical construction and experts in helicopter
hangar erection, in addition to versatility extending to bridge construction and
repair—CHARLIE Company is introdueed.

. 82

(JUR DELTA COMPANY “Ducks” spent many hours in the waters of the
Perfume River building and repairing causeways. They are alse whizzes in
Pasco building construction . . . Ask another Company who once held the record
for building them in minimum time.

. 98

FLEET TYPES invade SEABEE territory in the form of HOTEL Company. A
word of apology to those CE's, EA's and other true blue SEABEE personnel,
but tribute must alse be paid to the support personnel who controlled supplies,
medical, mail pay., communications, and fought the paper war.

. 114

R & K, SUN AND FUN at beautiful Camp Wilkinson, Gia Le, Vietnam: honest-
ly, there were times of relaxation and leisure, We smiled and partied with the
best of them when the day’s work was done.

. 156

WIN HEARTS AND PEQPLE, this was Civic Action SEABEE style. We built
hridges, roads, schools, made friends, worked with Boy Scouts, built a hospital,
and provided medical aid ... They loved us.

B

EFERYWHERE we turned MCB-121 was involved in new and interesting proj-
ects, We were a household word from the Hy Van Pass to Quang Tri. Some
of our men even made out to the A Shua Valley to rough it with the Army there;
others worked near Saigon.

. 188

FIETNAM'S COLORFUL landscape and people were a sight we won't forget,
The many deep and bright shades of clothing, dark eyes and hair, lush green
fields and rice paddies ... These we will remember. Incidentally, SEABEES
are pretty colorful too.
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CDR B. E. STULTZ
CEC USN
COMMANDING OFFICER
FEBRUARY 4, 1967-JANUARY 23, 1969



CDR JACK MOGER
CEC USN
COMMANDING OFFICER
JANUARY 23, 1969-PRESENT






EXECUTIVE OFFICER
LCDR GENE DAVIS
MAY. 1968—PRESENT

OPERATIONS OFFICER
LCDR BRAD PURINTON
NOVEMBER, 1968—PRESENT




During eur trip to the “Back Forty,” we
simulated a complete deployment in just
four days, After a “tactical march™ into
the area, we went about our task of con-
structing a base camp and organizing con-
struction crews for the projects we would
complete during the four days. Starting
with a well planned ambush, the aggressors
continued 1o harass us night and day,
Patrals were intercepted, jobs interrupted,
and we continued to fight back. For the
first {ew days “casuallies”™ were heavy, but
as we leamed we became harder and sea-
soned in combat. Soon it was a matler of
the main body assaunlting the aggressors.
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Our second COMCBLANT Administrative Inspection since the recommis-
sioning of MCB-121 in February 1967 was rated Excellent—one of the
highest overall grades among Atlantic Fleet battalions. We received a
numerical grade of 92.0. The inspection was conducted on August 89

Captain Donald G. Iseling CBLANT Commander, directed the Davisville
team as they looked through books, papers, files, equipment, weapons, build-
ings, and grounds. The most critical area was covered the second day during
the Military Readiness phase. Every man in the Baltalion was prepared as
the inspectors looked- at equipment (782-gear), inspected personnel, and
asked questions ranging from general knowledge of the chain of command
Lie the five command for counter-mortar fire.

Marine Corps Major Townsend, chief inspector for Military Readiness said
“My ingpectors and I were impressed from the moment we entered each
barracks and noticed the almost perfect uniformity of each Seabee’s layout.
We were unable to find any trace of rust on any of the equipment, inclnding
weapons. Knowledge of the Chain of Command was also excellent.” We
were quite ready for the inspection, for our deployment to Vietnam, and for
the short leave period which preceded our second Battalion tour in-country.
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BATTALION 12!

After a journey halfway avound the world we came 1o vest on a hilltop at Gia Le, Vietnam
(JAH-LAY), located in a series of small hills about three miles from our first deployment
site at Camp Camphell, Phu Bai, in Vietnam’s First Corps area. We were heartened by the
ahsence of jungle growth in our new home, hut the extremes of dry, fine dust or ankle-
deep, soupy mud could have been lessened by even a little grass. For those of us who were
new to Vietnam, this was a new adventure, confronting new and strange surroundings, a
eulture completely foreign to our own—only we were the foreigners ~dealing with people
who communicated in language and mannerisms unfamiliar to us, We were amazed by
Vietam and the orient, found it to be beautiful but were saddened hy the reality of war

in that country.
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MCB-121 CHANGES HANDS
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WOl POWERS

LTijz) BRUSSE

LT BRODIE

The men of Alpha Company represent mobility. They
provide the men needed to operate and maintain the
battalion’s fleet of automotive and construction equip-
ment. During this last deployment they were tasked
with such projects as; 25-25A, upezrading the streels
of Hue, the “Cornfield” storage area, Hue Causeway
recanstruction, upgrading and widening of a 20-mile
streteh of QL-1 from Phu Bai to Lang Co, and they
provided the men and equipment that shuttled back
amd forth to Danang ferrving wvital supplies and
materials to our busy line companies. Alpha Co. sub-
contracted their resources lo the line companies
for such things as trenching, raising towers and beams
on high, bus services to and from job sites and site
preparations, Withoot the Alpha “Animals,” as they
are affectionately called, we could no longer be termed
“Mohile.” They were responsible for keeping our
wheels rolling, and roll they did.
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#SNOOPY™

The 102 men of “Snoopy™ Detail lived away from Camp Wilkinson,
roughing it at Camp Deshurley, 22-miles southeast of Gia Le. Under
the supervision of WO1 (*Snoopy™) Powers, the detachment’s pri-
mary responsibility was the upgrading of a 2%mile stretch on
National Route #1 hetween Phu Bai and Lang Co.
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Brava Company personne]l bave taken part in every bat-
talion job that required elecirical wiring, plumbing, and
pipe fixtures. One officer and 76 men, including steel-
workers, utilitiesmen, builders, and electricians—provided
these extra necessary comforts of lights, power and water
we olten expected, and accepted as routine.

The Utilitiesmen worked and tested a POL pipeline and
facility now heing used 1o pump vital petroleum products
to the Northern [-Corps, Other projects have been: lighting
amd power distribution at the “Cornfield” (South Hue
Ramp LCU landing); 8th Radio Besearch Field Station;
revamping of the Camp Eagle power plant; Commanding
Geneval, 101st Airborne Div., General's Mess; all wiring
and plumbing for buildings buili by MCB-121; and 1'F!|'.IE-.iI!'
of a POL tank at Coleo Island.
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Charlie Company acted as a prime contractor
in projects involving steel beam, timber, con-
crete and malling construction. Among the
myriad Builders and Steelworkers found in
their ranks, there were masonry specialists,
matting experts and a claim to the only Spray-
crete  (High pressure concrete  apraving
machine) in all Vietnam,

During this deployment, the Charlie “Chick.
ens” contracted such jobs as the MAG-36
Officers Club, rolling up matting and re-
laying same, two large CH-47 Hangars at
MAG-36, the Commanding General’s Mess in
Camp Eagle, in addition to many smaller jolis
at sites in and around the Hue-Phu Bai area.

The Pre-Fab vard was also owned and oper-
ated by the “Chickens.” It was in this yard
that the men of Charlie Co assembled the ne-
cessary parts lo put together complete South-
east Asia Huts, the ever present four-holers
and many other buildings and parts thereof
that would he used in their construction com-
mitments.
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There was once a very small Vietnamese type Duck, This Duck had a very
special mission in life ... it was the mascot of the forever water-bome,
Delta Company. The “Ducks™ as they are known had more water-as-
spciated assignments than anmy other company. During the deployment
Delta capably handled such tasks as the reconstruction of the Hue cause-
way, construction of a concrete ramp at the South Hue LCU Ramp, the
Yan Duong causeway and many culvert and headwall jobs along the
southern portion of National Route One. They also handled the erection
of several CH-4T Hangers, the MAG-36 Chapel and took on the largest
reinforeed concerte job in the form of Hocus Pocus, During slack? periods
the “Ducks™ performed extra duty by providing living and working spaces
for members of the 101st Airborne Division,
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Murphy received the nation's
third highest combat medal, the
Silver Star with Combat “V.” for
hiz heroie actions during an at-
tack against a convoy in which he
wag riding. The action tock place
on National Route One twenty
miles south of Phu Bai.
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ADMIN. AND PERSONNEL

Admin and Personnel are the pulse and heartheat of the
unit. They provide the men and knowledge needed to
accomplish all the miles of paperwork on which the bat-
talion functions. Without their diligent work and untir-
ing efforts things like advancement in rate and R & R
could never be a reality.
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The Battalion Master Chief serves as the senior enlisted advisor
to the Commanding Officer, especially in matters of troop morale,
He acte a5 a sounding board for ideas involving club activities,
and policies. Most ideas of club and camp improvements were
cleared through him.
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SECURITY

Security is the first and most important consideration when in
a war zone. As part of our responsibility incountry, we were
assigned a section of perimeter at the Gia Le Combat Base, of
which Camp Wilkinson was a parl. Under the gnidance of
Gunnery Sergeant Navarro our section of the “lines” was im-
proved with many early waming devices, new concertina and
bunkers. Twenty-four hours a day the men of our Security
Forces guarded the lines, provided a gate watch and improved
incamp fortifications. While we slept, they were ever watchiul.
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MASTER-AT-ARMS FORCE

CAYER
DOLNARK
CARTER

.

MULLINS

The Master-at-Arms Force, headed by BMC Reed, was charged with the super-
vigion of the indigencus labor force. They were largely responsible for
painting all the buildings in camp. In addition 1o this they kept our colors
fHlving high, maintained and improved camp appearance.

FRUITT REED
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The Battalion Special Services Department was one of the bhiggest contributors to our
hizh morale. They provided us with US(0) shows, stereo taping services, and all the athletic
gear we could use. A weight room was constructed, fully equipped with modem body

building equipment. The Special Services Officer traveled to Okinawa to purchase stereo
equipment for Battalion personned.

FITZPATRICK —ACEY DUCEY CLUR

EVERETT—"EM" CLL'E ADAMS—"0" CLIR

JOHNSON —CHIEF'S CLUR
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In the Hobby Shop a complete line of model kits, paint by number sets and assorted
accessories were carried, Mail order services were offered, and Special Services also sup-
plied the clubs and movie refreshment stand with plenty of beer and cold sodas. The
special Services athletic gear locker was a casuslty during a rocket attack in April.
Athletic equipment was strewn about the area, but no persennel were injured,

ENS ADAMS

HAYES HAYES—HORRY SHOP
2 - - . ST | ~
! 3 . _ _{ﬁ;:. | ) h

-E'pﬂc.i:l
(]
amnoas

-E.._:w---.y :
1 mian: o Tor -

—"'!l:-l Bni

ALEXANDER—WEIGHT AND TAPE ROOM



PUBLIC AFFAIRS
PHOTO

LUCAS HOLT

BE AL HOLT
YOUNG LUCAS
STEVENSOMN DAYIS

|48



SENTION

- b |
= ~
2 £E
2 i £n
= =
bad -







LT, CHAPLAIN STARR

RENMER

S e o




DE. PITEI

Under the direction of Drs. Heinberg and Pitm,
the medical and dental depariments look after our
physical wellbeing, Day or night they were avail-
able to furnish everything from salt tablets to
performing mecessary surgical treatment. To the
Corpsmen we owe a debt of thanks for the band-aids,
aspiring, those biz orange Malaria pills, and all the
shots. The Dental people kept our teeth in good
shape. They too deserve credit for the health of
each man in the Battalion.
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USO shows, volleyball games, parties galore,
and movies. These were but a few of the ac-
tivities to which we devoted our leisure time,
Several events are worthy of note in recalling
the better times we had during the deploy-
ment. Thanksgiving was a day with turkey
and all the trimmings. Christmas was cele-
brated in the proper spirit of merriment and
in worship. Religious services were held on
Christmas Eve. The cooks prepared an “all
out” Christmas dinner, and Seabees attended
topnolch shows at the Theater—with Seabees
entertaining, and Santa Claus present. It was
time for festivities again as the 27¥th Birth.
day of the Seabees rolled around on Mar. 5.
Again, the men of 121 celebrated as Easter
hefell us, The Acey Ducey Club sponsored
an Easter Egg hunt with money and prizes of-
fered to the lucky finders. In the course of
events, we socialized in our Clubs, took count-
less pictures, passed the hours writing letters,
reading and participating in sports. There
were numerous things we did to pass the time
until we were able to get back to “The

World.”
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SPRADLING

Our biggest bash of the deployment was
the celebration of the 27th Seabee An-
niversary of Mar. 5. We began the fes-
tivities with a beer party and harbeque
for all hands in front of the Enlisted
Men’s Club, then moved to the Camp
Wilkinson Theater for a home-grown
variety show. Two Battalion bands, Of
ficers, amnd Enlisted Men entertained.
Our Seabee Queen had come to Danang
from the Guliport-Biloxi USD and gave
the oceasion a touch of home. We were
all pleased at the participation of our
Vietnamese “Seabee™ friends at the party.
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Civie Action is the other war in South Vietnam. Our Seabee Teams were our main line of
defense in combating poverty, poor conditions, and lack of training for the Viemamese.
Sealee Teams 12101 and 12102 were within 50 miles of one another, near Saigon. Team
12101 was at My To in the Mekong Delta, and 12102 worked in Phuoe Le. They con-
ducted on-he-job training of Vietnamese locals, built schools, roads, and provided con-
struction aid for other civie projects. The Sealiee Team corpsmen provided medical ser-
vieos for the Vietnamese in addition to Team members. Smaller, but no less important

eivie betterment projects were conducted in the village of Phu Luong and in the Vioh Loe
District on Col Co Island.
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In late December, 1wo seven-man Mini Seabee Teams were formed.
Led by Senior Chief Beal, they detached from Camp Wilkinson and
deployed to the McKong Delta region where they were to work with
the Vietnamese Mobile Riverine Forees. a division of the Vietnamese
Navy. Through a combination self-help and civie action program, they
expected to aid in the construction of berthing and messing facilities
ag well as help them improve their mainienance and docking facilities
along the hyways of the Della rivers,

Senior Chief Beal supervised the operation from Saigon where Chief
Morgan expedited the materials needed o complele the program.

Since their inception, the teams have managed projects in three areas
of the delta, One of the firgt jobs they completed involved Team One
working wilth the Third Riverine Foree near the village Cu Long. They
erected & two slory wooden frame office building, remodeled a con-
crete honze into messing spaces and contructed a motor scooter shed, In
My Tho they rebuilt a wooden pier and erected new shower and head
facilities,

Team Two worked in Cat Lai wheve they constructed three Southeast
Asia Huts and improved the galley and messing spaces. In Na Bhe a
communications shack was reroofed and some 4B0 feet of four inch
pipe installed to help move fresh water from the waterfront to the camp.
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Phu Luong and Yinh Loc were sites for two of
our Civic Aclion projects designed to give the
Vietnamese a helping hand in helping them-
selves. G. L. Murphy was given a hospital to
complete, and he became involved, not only
in the hospital building, but alse in teach-
ing English and sewing. Seabee advisors Row-
ley, Donoghue and L. D. Smith provided
technical assistance for the Vietnamese work-
ing on bridges in the Yinh Loc District on Col
Co Island., BU2 Milligan provided assistance
in the construction of three new classrooms at

Thuy Phuoe in Hue.

MURPHY

MILLIGAN

MURPHY



DONOGHUE
ROWLEY



Teams from our Medical and Dental Departments regularly traveled into the vil-
lage of Phu Luong and into the city of Hue as a part of our continuing Medical
Civilian Aid Program. Card files containing thumb-nail medical histories on each
patient were founded and maintained. Treating an average of 100 patients every
afterncon out, the people soon became accustomed to the team and their strange
equipment. MEDCAP was only a small part of the overall war against disease and
poverly being waged by the Seabees through civic action and self-help programs.
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Our first rush project of the deployment came
when the men of Alpha and Delta Companies
repaired the causeway adjacent to the Perfume
River in the old imperial city of Hue, During
Typhoon Beth, water had completely inundated
the existing roadway and during the height of
the storm & Mavy LCU boat floated free from
its moorings and was swept over the top of the
ceuseway. After the storm had passed, the water
quickly dropped to a level below the roadway
leaving the LCU stranded downstream. Conse
quently, a T3-foot section of causeway had to
be removed to allow the LCU to return to ils
moorings. A large amount of sand and gravel
had been placed in the gap, and traffic 1o
Col Co Island resumed again, Unexpectedly,
heavy rains washed all the fill downstream and
the entive To-foot section had to be refilled with
large stones and smaller crushed rock. MCB-
121%s Alpha Company arrived on the scene af-
ter the section had been filled and washed away,
and they hauled truckloads of crushed rock and

ill from the quarries at Phu Loc and Nam Hoa,

The rains continued to fall for almost 10 straighi
days, but finally the sun broke through, and
Delta’s builders were able to erect a coffer dam
to hold back the water. Conerete headwalls were
poured to hold the crushed rock and fill in place.

The “*Cornfield™ is called by that name becanse
that's exactly what it uzed to be. The Vietnamese
formerly grew corn in this spot at the edge of
the Perfume River near Hue. Our Seabees built
a Landing Craft Utility boat ramp and slorage
area for off-loading cargo. The ramp measures
225-feet in length and is wide enough to ac
commodate five LCLU s at one time, [1 is operated
by the Naval Support Activity who has the re-
sponsibility of loading and unleading ammuni-
tion and supplies.



Since the arrival of the 36th Marine Air Group
at Phu Bai in September of 1967, a Southeast
Asia hut had served as a chapel. With a seating
capacity of about 25 persons, it was inadequate,
and services were moved to the Special Services
area. Preliminary plans for a new chapel were
drawn, and in October of 1968 the 1215t Seabees
teok over a job just begun by another unit, We
completed the custom-built structure on schedule,
and a dedication service was held on Mar. 11,
1968, Unigue features of the Chapel include cus-
tom-built {by Delta Company builders) pews
with kneeling folders. Men from Brave Com.
pany made and installed custom-designed pen-
dulant light fixtures,

The 36th Marine Air Group Officer’s Club in
Phu Bai was alse built by MCB-121, We took
over the huilding of the elub from another bat-
talion, and finished on time, as vsual. The Sea-
bees built a stone base for the lower walls and a
large stone fireplace which, with an exposed
Leam ceiling, gave the club a hunting lodge at-
maosphere,

Even as the Battalion grew used (o new sur-
roundings, we launched into the full swing of
construetion activities in the Northern I-Corpes.
Jixteen men were detailed to Quang Tri for
construction of POL (Petroleum Oil Lubrication)
facilities and the testing of a 40-mile stretch of
pipeline. The Seshees worked day and night,
completing the task well within the allotted time.
On Nov. 23, a 28-man crew returned from Col
Co Island, northwest of Hue, having completed
the construction of a POL storage area, Work
continued at a fast pace for our crews, as a 31-
man detail from Delta Company moved to the
Naval Support Cantonment at Tan My 1o con-
struct a POL facility there. Five 500 barrel tanks
were erected, with the last one completed in two
days to hring the project to a close.




“Snoopy” was undoubledly our most colorful
project, and one most readily identified with the
Seabees. It began in late December, 1968 with
the moving of 16-men from Charlie Co. to Camp
DeShurley in Phu Loe to build living quarters
and equipment spaces for a road upgrading pro-
ject, code name “Snoopy.” Fifly-five men from
121's Alpha Co., under the supervision of War-
rant Officer John “Snoopy 6" Powers, moved
to Phu Loc, tasked with the uperading of a 29
mile stretch of Highway QL-1 from Bridge I-
36 1o the village of Lang Co. The crews were lo
widen the road to forty feel in some places,
strengthen and rebuild colverts and pave the en-
tire length of road assigned to them. In late Feb-
reary, Snoopy Detail had completed hauling
14,946 tons of croshed rock and before the end
of April had passed the 17000 mark in tons
hauled. The road hegan to take on the appear-
ance of a modern highway. Seabee civie minded-
ness was evident during the project when they cut
around a Vietnamese shrine, afler it was learned
that the shrine was considered sacred, At firsi
it was thought that the road could he divided al
the shrine. Northbound traffic would travel via
the old route directly in front of the shrine,
while south-bound traffic used a eut in the hill
hehind the shrine. Seabees had to blast through
solid granite o make the passage. The slot in
the hill was eventually widened to accomodale
traffic in both divections.

MCRE-121 set undisputed records in the building
of Butler and Pasco buildings during the 1968
69 deployment. One such record was set by
121's Charlie Co. when they built an entire steel
framework for a 100 by 40-foot Butler building
in 414 hours. This initial record was set at the
Phu Bai Combat Basze Public Works Complex,
Delta Co. Tater bettered that time by completing
two similar steel structures in 314 hours,



A twelve man ARVN team arvived at Camp
Wilkinson in Gia Le, from the First Engineer.
ing Divigion, based in Hue, All twelve Vietnam-
gse were to undergo familiarization in their
specialized areas of construction. The “Vietnam-
eee’ Seabees worked side-hy-sid#® with Ameri-
can Sealbees on a “Buddy™ system. The Vietnam-
ese were very cooperalive, enthusiastic, and
eagel to leam.

MCB-121 holds the distinetion of construeting
the largest wooden hangars in Vietnam, On
Fel. 13 work began on the first of six 16,335
square foot CH-47 helicopter hangars for the
Army's 101st Airborne Divizsion. With the ar-
rival of heavy timbers work progressed rapidly,
and the hangars were nearing completion upon
MCE-121"s departure from Viemam.

Delta Co. personnel began work in Feb., 1969
on the 32nd Medical Storage Depot Warehonse
Complex at Phu Bai, as six Butler buildings
were speedily completed. Our overall construe-
tion effert in Vietnam was to support all United
States military in our vicinity, and the Vietnam-
858 FOVErnmenl.

A goodly portion of the deployment was spent
working on the larze MAG-36 parking Center
Apron, which was covered with MBA1 portable
matting for solidily. It was discovered that water
seepage and sofiness of the soil had caused dips
and soft spots in the matting, After much thought
it was decided that rather than pick up the
malling, it might be feasible to roll it, as one
would a carpel, drain off the water, fill in the
holes, and havden the surface. Boll it they did!
Machines and men were utilized in a long, tedious
process, but it would have taken much longer
were it not for Seabee ingenuity.

(k1]
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The Viet Cong found MCB-121 a tough competi-
tor in keeping transportation moving in the
Northern 1l Corps. On Mar, 15, 1969, the Viet
Cong hlew op the Song Nong Railread Bridge,
13.miles southeast of Hue. The bridge was a
critical link in the Danang-Hue railroad, and
we were given five weeks to rebuild the blown
gection. Accepting the challenge, 57 of our
"Bees went to work in two shilts, day and night,
undaunted by Viet Cong activily, Before re-
conatruction could begin, divers from 121 check-
ed the underwater area around the bridge and
discovered several pieces of ordnance. As Navy
EOD team divers cleared the area, the Sea.
bess p]'r-!lmrm:l to remove the erumbled section
of bridge, A pile driving crew of five men from
121 drove 66 piles in nine daye, and two weeks
after rebuilding began the hridge was completed.
The final laving of rails and ties by Vietnamese
Railway Service emplayees was all the work that

rematned.

The night that the first piles were driven on the
Song Nong Bridge, North Vielnamese Army
divers blew a pile on the American designed-
built Pehl { Ammi) Bridge which spans the Per-
fume River near Nam Hoa, southwest of Hue.
The bridge was closed for 24 hours and the 3rd
Marine Bridge Co., Gia Le, erected taclical span
serments over the damaged portion of bridge
to allow continued flow of traffic, As traffic
moved overhead, 121's Charlie Co. removed the
damaged timber decking, Ammi stringers, and
the damaged 18 in. concrete-filled steel pipe
piling. The Ammi ponloon cap was lifled back
into position; two new 80-foot piles were driven
on the night of April 3, and a cradle laid across
them to support the bridge. Full and normal flow
of traffic was restored on April 6.



Members of MCB-121 and the Army's 101st
Airborne Division teamed up and used their
combined might to move a 51-fool observation
tower into place. The Seabees constrocted the
tower as part of the Aircraft Control System at
Camp Esgle. A Chnook helicopter was used to
move the lower frame in place, and & crane was
used to hoist the small control center building
onto the tower platform.

Countless numbers of Southeast Asia (SEA)
huts were built by Seahees of MCB-121. These
were used for almost every conceivahle purpose.
They served as living quarters, office spaces,
exchange facilities, recrealion huts, storage
spaces, chapels, and our detachment at Phu Loc
used one for their Acey Ducey Club. The huts
were quick and easy to build, and were furnished
in large numbers to different military units.

A power shortage at “8th Rock 'N Roll,” of-
ficially known az 8th Radio Research Field Sta-
tion necessitated help from MCB-121 in the con-
struction of six 500 kw generators. By the end
of April, five of the generators were put on the
line, with the sixth awaiting parts. Bravo Co's
electricians were credited in large part with this
specialized work,

Our most exlensive conerete pouring job, Hecus Pocus, was a big mystery to everyone. The Seabees of
MCB-121 were engaged in numerous other projects in support of area military commands. These included
the Commanding General's Mess, 101st Airborne Division at Camp Eagle in Gia Le, and the rebuilding of
a saltwaler exclusion causeway across the Perfume River at Van Duong. Just a few of the other projects,
hesides those executed for our own Camp Wilkinson, included: a fuel farm at MAG-36; sewage, power,
and water lines for Public Works at Phu Bai; a ready ammunition storage facility for MAG-36: an arm-
ing/dearming pad for MAG-36; Operation Rock Off-load; dust suppression in Phu Bai: Public Warks
roads; a berm for MAG-36; maintenance of hunkers around the Gia Le perimeter; Ga Le Road upgrading;
cantonments at Vinh Loc and Phu Lec; equipment support for MCB-40; MAG-36 Operations and Supply
buildings; MAG-36 vehicle maintenance shop; and sand stablization at the Quang Tri airbase. One
humorous incident involving the Commanding General’s Mess concerned the “101" inlaid on the floor
tile in front of the fireplace. Seabees had placed a “121" over this which appeared to be inlaid, unless
closely examined. Needless to say, this caused a flareup of Army tempers at first, However, evervone,
including the Army, got a good laugh out of the Seahees’ joke.
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As the 121st Seabees built bridges on the rivers

and streams of South Vietnam, the Vietnamese
were always there 1o help or observe. Every project
in these pienic-perfect surroundings became a party
Lo the locals.
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Vietnam is a land of color. The lush green-
ery is apparent in the hanks along the
rivers. in the waters, and in the jungles,
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Lite in Viemam—many sampans, and children who dot the landscape throughomt the country-
side. The ominous presence of sandbags are a grim reminder of the conflict that threatens the
lives of these young ones. :

9%



Whether you ave a Sealiee or a native, work must continue,
and does, in Vielnam. Our methods were a lol faster in zome
vases, lut the Vielnamese were steady, and sure 1o finish
whatever work they set oul to accomplish.
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THE SUCCESS OF THE GIA LE DEPLOYMENT WAS THE RESULT OF A TOTAL EFFORT. THE MANY HIN-
DRANCES OF A WAR ZONE, THE TIGHT DEADLINES, THE PRESSURES AND THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS WERE
SHARED BY EACH MAN IN THIS DIRECTORY.

OFFICERS

ADAMS, Richard E. N. ENS. .. .......c0unnns 85
BRITT, William B. ENS. ......ccoiiaisina. 171
BRODIE, Reid LT, .....covnvneuronanrnnnnes 26
BRUSSE, Larry I LTIG oo o iaiinsaana s 26
CASTIN, Geme B. ENS. ... ..iiiiiiniiiniinas 4
CHRISTEN, Jimmy E. LCDR. ............... 171
CLIFTON, .lutE W BTG s SRS 100
DAVIS, Gene LCDR. ..v.vveiviveammissewes 9
DODSON, James W. LT. ......cciunicranss 84
EDWARDS, Christopher J. LTJG. ............ 130
FULTON, Kenneth 5. LTIG. ...........0c... 116
HEINBERG, Charles E. LT. ................. 153
KUNKEL, Hobert W. LTIG ....... ccniiiuans 173
MACKLEM, William A. LTIG. .............. 171

SEABEE TEAM 12101

EUNKEL, R. W. LTIG. OIC .....c..iviiues 173
BROWN, M. C. UTT ....ouiiiiiirnnnrnnas 173
BUCKLEY. B D EO: i midiiainaisnn 173
GADEE: & L GE2 . civesonmmsivs s i 173
A R R R ), e 173
AEATH G A "EBDG b i mii i ieivss 173
INGRAM, A.T. BU2 ........ L 173
KEMPHER, C. W. CM2Z ..........ccivinvnns 173
LAHRMANN, W. L. SW2 ... ...civviiven. 173
RUNYON,D.J. EOL ......civiiinrranrrnns 173
TERREL, D. E. BUl ......ciicineinas cview 178
YANDELOECHT, D. W. CM2 ........ T 173
WELETER, R A, EAR o v diiua 173

SEABEES OF 121

ERBALLE, Tok: YRI oo sosnsass v 117
ABBOTT.R.E. HM3 ........ i iiiiiinnnes 48
ADAMSE, B. W, CECN .....icvviiiininnnren 79
ATAME T M BN v viermo s e s v a2
ADAME R. C. BUZ ... iieranirrnsrses o8
ARLBERT De Lo BO . cobadi i ivai 43
ALBERTSON, T. W, BU2 .......cocvnerenns 107
ALBRITTON, C. JR. SK3 .......ccovrveun.n. 139
ALDRIDGE, M. F. CM3 .......ciuiiiavinnnns 56
ALEXANDER, W. 0. SWCN ............... 147
ALEEM: G L 8 s G S SR 106G
ALEEN R P EAR - vnmvimes pomom o s it e 135

MacNAUGHTON. Louwis D. LT. .....c0vvuunns 68
MOGER, Jack B: CDR. ....vcvirnrmnnrsrrrens T
MUNDY, Joseph 5. LTJG. ... .. ..., 176
NYE, Gerald D. LTJG. ouiiaiiiaiiinnansn 116
PITEL: Kobett ¥ 'ET:cinvvviimaanrnmpen g |52
POWERS, John P. Jr. WOl .......... 000000 26
PURINTON, Lucian B.1I LCDR. ............... ©
REUBENS, Craig . LTJG. -.cvcvvininennnn H{!
l!]‘il'll"f:ﬂ“; David E:. ENS, o iordisie s oz 131
SKOOG, Kenneth F. LTJG. . ..oiiinannens, 69
STARR, HollisE. LT. .....cociiiiiniinnrens 151
STIKELEATHER, Ted D. LTIG. ............ 118
STULTZ, Bobby E. CDR. . cvivvivniivminmmsr 6
WHEON, Ward L. LTIHG . ciciiaasviiiviads 5

SEABEE TEAM 12102

MUNDY. 1.8, ITIG OIC ioiviswesissses 176
BAVIELLO, I, CMZ .. \vveneieeeineeennns 176
BIEDNER R BOGS oo icris vt Sannmins 176
DONCVANGE: 0 v o, 176
FITZSIMMONS, K. EO2 ......cc0onunvenns. 176
JORINSOM, €. CER.:iisisicinisicin icyvvns 176
JOHNSON, F. L. CM2 ..ooiienieiinnnnnnnn 176
OPATHNY. B WTR (oA i 176
OPPENLANDER, G. BUZ ......c.covviinnn. 176
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Combat-construetion accidents and actions have taken
their fair shave of Seabees in South Vietnam, However,
the men of 121 are proud that they lost only one life
during the 196869 Gia Le Deployment. The life lost
was that of Charlie Chicken, ace fighting cock of Charlie
Company. Trained under the superior guidance of Lt
James Dodson and Senior Chiefl Frank Figher, the valiant
eock lost his life to a swinging door just two short months
after his arrival at Gia Le.

There were however, two other lives lost to causes
unknewn. That of Bravo Beetle, and Delta Duck. I
was unfortunate, but the true facts of their demise was
never relessed, it must therefore be assumed that the
deaths were due to natural causes.
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