Upcoming Events
Johnston Preaching Mission
Mark your calendars now for the Johnston Preaching Mission, Sunday, May 5th - Tuesday, May 7th. Our guest
preacher, Mike Slaughter, is the pastor emeritus and global church ambassador for Ginghamsburg Church and
served there for nearly forty years as the lead pastor and chief dreamer. His life-long passion to reach the lost and
set the oppressed free has made him a tireless and leading advocate for the children, women, and men of Darfur,
Sudan, once named as the worst humanitarian crisis in the world. Mike has also been named as one of the 50
most influential Christians in the US. Today, Mike serves as the founder and chief strategist of Passionate Churches, LLC, which specializes in developing pastors, church staff and church lay leaders. He will be preaching at both
Sunday morning services, each evening Sunday through Tuesday at 7:00PM, and meeting with various community groups
during the day. Please pray for this preaching mission for it to serve as the catalyst for our next season of community
transformation.
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“The Sailor’s Bible” Spring Musical
On Sunday, May 12 the Wacky Wednesday Kids will present the musical “The Sailor’s
Bible” by Tom Long and Allen Pote. The portion of the work that the children will present this year is the story of “Paul’s Shipwreck” during his Missionary Journeys. The
writers of the Bible frequently used the ocean as a symbol for the chaos of life that is
beyond our control. Just as no human strength can overcome the wild storms of a limitless sea, they knew no human effort can make sense of the unpredictable tragedies
of a dark and dangerous world. Only the power of God is greater than the natural forces of wind and wave; only the presence of God can bring peace to the hurricanes of
life.

Keepers May Event
The Keepers will travel to Cave’s Strawberries in Dobson
on Tuesday, May 14 to buy fresh strawberries. They will
then go to Mount Airy for shopping and lunch. The bus will
leave the back parking lot at 1 0:00 am and return to
church by late afternoon. A sigh-up sheet is located on the
table behind the sanctuary. Please sign-up by Sunday,
May 12. Come and join us for an enjoyable day.

Graduation Sunday
Sunday, May 26th will be Graduation
Sunday. We look forward to honoring our
high school and college graduates, as well as those
receiving advanced degrees. If you know of a church
member graduating this year, please let Laura and
David Brooks know by Sunday, May 12th at
laura.brooks14@gmail.com.

Keepers July Event Sign-Up
A trip to the Wohlfahart Huas Dinner Theatre has been
scheduled for Tuesday, July 9 to see the matinee performance of “COUNTRY GOSPEL.” Ticket are $43.48 which
include lunch and the show. The bus will depart the back
parking lot at 9:30 am returning to the church early evening, A sign-up sheet is located on the table behind the
sanctuary. Please sign-up and make payment to Freda
DeGruchy ASAP but no later than Sunday, June 2.
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Sunday, May 5th: 6:00 PM– Dinner in Youth Arena then attend
the Johnston Preaching Mission

Attendance and Offering

Saturday, May 11th: 12:00-1:00– Meet at Oakwoods Country
Club to sell mulligans for the Church Golf Tournament
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Sunday, May 19th: 5-7:00PM– UMYF in Youth Arena
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Sunday, May 26th: 10:55AM– Graduation Sunday Service to recognize our Graduates (NO UMYF– Memorial Day Weekend)

Offering $3,886

$21,493

$6,349

TBD
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Open Hearts
Open Minds

Where's the Beef?

Services
Anniversaries

01 Wanda Pardue

01 Mark & Beth Hartong

03 Paul Anderson

02 Alex & Julie Hamilton

05 Kara Elmore
06 William Kyle Eller
07 David Eller
08 Duane Cornett
10 David Thomas
11 Ayden Cline, Joseph Pardue, Brad Shinaman

05 George & Norma Walter
06 Brett & Kyrie Krenz
07 Dennis & Jan Huggins
10 Jon & Bethany Swaim

UMW General Meeting
May 14
6:00 PM in the Faith Center

15 Dick & Barbara Johnston
25 Jeshua & Lauren Jolly

12 Jean Deal

26 Bill & Jackie Setzer
Rick & Beth Lovette

13 Cheryl McNeil

27 David & Terrie Stackhouse

14 Martha Jennings, Bobby
Nichols, Terrie Stackhouse,
Jim Swofford

29 Richard & Dot Marlow

UMW CIRCLES
NO CIRCLE MEETINGS IN MAY
FINANCE COMMITTEE
May 12 at 6:30 PM

16 Marc Crusan, Ed Racey

CHURCH COUNCIL
May 9 at 6:00PM

17 Diane Eldridge
19 Keith Link
20 Ethan Swofford

UMM Breakfast

21 Parker Adams

24 Carter Hamby, Dusty
Rhodes III, Brandy Winters

WORSHIP COMMITTEE
May 20 at 5:15 PM
UMW EXEC COMMITTEE
May 28 at 4:30 PM

22 Susan Buchanan, Alex
Burke, Ann McNeill, Jane
Phillips, Stan Whittington,
Steve Whittington
23 Dawson Krenz

May 26, 9:00AM!

STAFF PARISH
TBD

27 John Brame, Jr.
28 Anne Soots
30 Jackie Setzer

Note: If you are celebrating a birthday or wedding anniversary
and your name is not listed, please notify the church office!

Sunday, May 5
3rd Sunday of Easter
8:45 AM: Early Worship
9:45 AM: Sunday School
10:55 AM: Late Worship
-----------------------Sunday, May 12
4th Sunday of Easter
Mother’s Day
Children’s Musical Both Services
Mother’s Day Breakfast
8:45 AM: Early Worship
9:45 AM: Sunday School
10:55 AM: Late Worship
-----------------------Sunday, May 19
5th Sunday of Easter
8:45 AM: Early Worship
9:45 AM: Sunday School
10:55 AM: Late Worship
-----------------------Sunday, May 26
6th Sunday of Easter
Graduation Sunday
9:00 AM: UMM Breakfast
8:45 AM: Early Worship
9:45 AM: Sunday School
10:55 AM: Late Worship
-----------------------CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
9AM—5 PM: Monday-Thursday
9AM-12 PM: Friday

25 Tim Wilson

29 Avery Van Noy

Office: 336-838-2691
Website: www.firstnw.org

The Grapevine

Open Doors

LIKE US ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE!
“First United Methodist Church of
North Wilkesboro, NC”

Birthdays

First United Methodist Church

P O Box 1145
N. Wilkesboro NC 28659

NOTE:
If you wish to receive this publication via EMAIL instead of
via US Postal Service (or prefer to be taken off the mailing
list), please email your request to sevans@firstnw.org or
contact the church office at (336)-838-2691.

The office is closed on
Monday, May 27

Read: Acts 19.1-16
Clara Peller would have stood in solidarity with me on this one. You may not immediately recognize this name, but odds are, if you are at least in your "thirty-somethings," you'll recognize
her immortal catchphrase. Back in the 1980's, Wendy's sought to tout that their hamburgers
had something that the other fast food restaurants lacked - a generous portion of meat. In
their commercials, they employed three geriatric ladies who marveled over the size of the
bun, but when lifted, revealed only a miniscule bovine patty, to which one of the aged women,
Clara Peller namely, harshly questioned, "Where's the beef?" Pithy as it was, this promotion
resulted in a thirty-one percent increase in revenue for Wendy's. Oh, but where is our Clara
now? She is so needed.
Just yesterday, I sat down at one of the local chain fast-food restaurants and unwrapped a
new gut-bomb burger that I had yet to sample. My senses were inundated with signals of impending pleasure. It felt fresh, smelled divine, and even was still hissed with heat still emanating from deep within its core. My eyes scanned this bountiful feast resting in my hands, just
inches from my salivating mouth. I saw the delicately placed layers of compliments to the sizzling burger - mushrooms and Swiss cheese - just waiting to attack my waiting tastebuds. Slowly I bit down into the juice-laden sandwich, wanting to savor the first bite. At first, it seemed as
wonderful as I had hoped, but as I began to chew, the mixture of flavor began to conjure up a
odd taste - not a bad one, but an unexpected one. I pulled the behemoth burger from my
mouth and continued to chew as I surveyed its construction, which was now more defined due
to the distinctive bite pattern gouged into its depths. Calculating the various components, I
mentally checked off the various ingredients - lower bun, check. Beef patty - check. Swiss
cheese - yep. Mushrooms - they're there. More Swiss cheese - yes....no, wait. Why is it not the
same color? Why is it gooier than the other slice? Why is it so much thicker too? Oh, no, it's
because it's NOT more Swiss cheese - IT'S MAYONNAISE and A LOT OF IT! Now friends, let me
say that I don't have an aversion to mayonnaise, but let's be straight about this - mayonnaise
is to be a condiment on a burger. It is not the main ingredient and it should definitely not be
applied to the point that it adds height the sandwich's dimension. Not wanting to take a
chance in asking for another sandwich, which I fear may have some other unwanted
"condiment" covertly added, I muddled on through the meal, becoming more disappointed
with each bite.
This experience reminded me of the need to be genuine, even and especially in our faith walk.
In Acts 19.1-16, we are given a brief glimpse of some traveling preachers who claimed to have
the power to exorcise demons. The problem was, they said some good words and mimicked
what they had observed the apostle Paul doing, but they didn't have the heart-knowledge to
back it up. We read that the demons saw right through their pious facade and pounced on
them. Now I doubt too many of us would so naive to play chicken with a demon, but in our
daily life, we are just a studied and tested by others because people are constantly inspecting
us, to see if our words match up with our lives. Like it or not, our lives are open for others to
sample. When people know you claim to be a follower of Christ, they are going to look beyond
your words as they try to taste and see if this Christianity thing is all that it is touted to be.
Years ago, Clara Peller led the revolution in recognizing that a big bun didn't necessarily mean
a hearty burger. Yesterday, I became cognizant that "holy talk" isn't indicative of a deep spiritual faith; it may just be "extra mayonnaise," which takes away from the goodness for which
people hunger.
Godspeed,
Pastor Tim

