GOTHENBURG FIRST UNITED
METHODIST
1401 LAKE AVENUE
GOTHENBURG, NE 69138
REV. JAMIE NORWICH MCLENNAN
March 2019– Volume 30– Issue 3

2019 General Conference
passes Traditional Plan
The United Methodist General Conference 2019 delegates passed The Traditional Plan 438 to 384. A lastditch effort to bring the One Church Plan back was defeated in the morning and was followed by efforts to
amend the Traditional Plan to address constitutionality issues raised by the Judicial Council, the church’s
top court. The Rev. Tim McClendon, South Carolina, called for a vote on the Traditional Plan as amended,
which affirms the church’s current bans on ordaining LGBTQ clergy and officiating at or hosting same-sex
marriage. Later, the Rev. Timothy Bruster, Central Texas, made a motion to request a declaratory decision
by the Judicial Council on the constitutionality of the Traditional Plan. The motion passed 405-395. The
Judicial Council will address the request at its next scheduled meeting April 23-25 in Evanston, Illinois, so
there is still a lot of work that is needed to be done. A more complete report of the happenings at the
General Conference can be found at www.greatplainsumc.org.
Bishop Saenz will be having regional gatherings following General Conference. For our area, the gatherings will be held:

·
·

April 27 Trinity UMC, Grand Island (Tentative schedule between 9:30 and 12:30)
April 28 First UMC, North Platte (Tentative schedule between 3 and 6)

There will be more details released on these gatherings as the dates draw nearer.
Going forward from here no matter what side your on, we need to work together to continue to find a
way to love one another and also to seek, even in this time of deep emotion, to seek a more unified Spirit.
The way we are called to live by Jesus Christ is to love. Regardless of our differences we can still love one
another.
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD RECOGNITION
On Sunday, February 10th Operation Christmas Child recognized Gothenburg First UMC for serving as a drop-off
location for 5 years. Kaylene Hoeser, Area Coordinator
for Operation Christmas Child, presented a plaque to the
church. Over 1,000 shoe box gifts have departed Gothenburg on their journey. Your gifts were sent wrapped in
prayer. These special gifts impact a child and their whole
family. Children may participate in a 12 week program,
The Greatest Gift, that introduces them to Christ.

Pictured are from l to r: Pastor Jamie, Alice Peters
(Operation Christmas Child coordinator for First UMC),
and Kaylene Hoesner (Area Coordinator).

Pastor Joel Plisek began our time as a drop-off location,
and Pastor Jamie continues her support by keeping the
gifts in her office during collection week. Laron Peters
secured a trailer for transporting gifts to Kearney the first
4 years. This past year Mike Anderson secured a trailer
and drove the gifts to Kearney. Many thanks! Many of
you have worked during collection week. Others bring
gifts and or money to send. Thank you to each of you at
Gothenburg UMC who make this mission possible!!

March Birthday’s
1– Lynnette Stevens

30– Richard Larson

2– Valerie Anderson, Kelly Ostergard
4-

Kevin Hinds

7– Kristin Morris
8– Marc Bartlett, Nan Ostendorf, Charlene Sawyer
9– Sam Sabin
11– Kyle Johnson
12– Trudy Greene
13– Gene Bosch
14– Helen Mak, Scott Bartels
18- Roxanne (Johnson) Ritz
19– Isaac Edson, Matt Sell, Janet Vass, Stu Simmons

20– Wendy Ristine, Kayden Foster
21– Amber Burge, Chase Ostergard, Wally Trimble
23– Susan O’Keefe
26– Claire Edson
27– Brylee Koubek, Carol VanOverbeke
29– Tim Greenlee, Ashley Groene, Matt Weiss
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In March we enter into the Church season of Lent. This is historically a season of formation and preparation, and we approach the forty days of Lent this year focusing on the Christian practice of Listening—
listening deeply to hear the call of God in our lives. The season begins with Ash Wednesday and the call to
return to God with all of our heart. Historically, this time has been characterized by the disciplines of prayer
and fasting, and for hundreds of years this time has served as a means by which new converts to the faith
were prepared for baptism and joining the Church—which then occurred as a part of the Easter Vigil. Using
the words of Wesleyan theology, we believe all this work is initiated by God, who invites us to come before
God with all our hearts. This year we will be welcoming many of our new Confirmands as they join the
church on Easter Sunday following in this ancient tradition—although not at midnight!
Every year, then, this season becomes a place for all of us (not just the Confirmands) to revisit and renew
our beginnings along the Wesleyan journey of sanctification. John Wesley was a great believer in the mystery of God’s grace to move us ever deeper into relationship with God until we finally reflect God in every
thought, word and deed, just as Jesus did. Lent is the season that reminds us of our continued opportunity
to participate in the practices that help us live into this way of loving and being.
This Lent, our worship series will be “Listen”, lifting up one of the habits of our BELLS series from last fall.
Our focus will be on practicing listening to the ways God is calling to us and inviting us into relationship with
others and with God. Prayer practices that help us to return to God will be featured, and all will be encouraged to silence to chaos of our busy lives a—listen to the “still, small voice of God:—and deepen our relationship with our God. Come and rest…come and listen…”Look, I’ll pour out my spirit on you. I’ll reveal my
words to you.” (Wisdom from Proverbs).
May your Lenten season be one of listening, commitment,
and support as the church responds to the call of God
found in the voice of the prophet Joel: “Return to me
with all your heart” (Joel 2:12).
Blessings and peace,
Pastor Jamie
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Sunday school scoop
Thanks to Sarah Anderson, Jami Brundage, Kris Loostrom, and Lisa
Jorgenson for keeping the Sunday School up and running during February. Also thanks to Laron and Alice Peters and Joan Windrum for their
continuity with the adult Sunday School learners.
Check out our Sunday School at 9:30 am each Sunday! We have a class
for all ages. Nothing is new about looking for and finding youth teachers for March. YOU are needed to help teach March 3, 17, 24, and 31.
Thanks in advance for volunteering.

Sunday School kids enjoying learning
about Jesus by playing.

“Greater”
We had a “Greater” turn out for our movie showing than we ever have!! Approximately 50 people came
and enjoyed a meal of spaghetti (and the works) and watched the inspirational movie “Greater” on Sunday Feb 24th. Thank you to the MOE Committee for hosting this event, thanks to all who provided
snacks as well. Stay tuned for details of when and what our next movie showing will be. All of the movies
that we have watched during our Movie Nights are available to check out in the church office!

Music Minute
This time of year I feel as if I’m caught in the middle of a pile of papers with no end in sight, kind of like the
snow, but Spring is coming!! The choir will present our Easter Cantata on Palm Sunday, April 14. We have
several more practices and I have a cantata book just waiting for you, so this is my last plea for you to come
join us at rehearsal Wednesday nights at 8:00 pm.
Thanks to all involved in the music of our church– Barry, the choir, then band, and
tech volunteers– you are all appreciated!
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“Use your God-given
talents to serve others”
~1 Peter 4:10

Stewardship & finance
February Highlights
Budgeted items
Mission Shares– The United Methodist Church is a connectional church. That is we are connected to all
United Methodist Churches around the world in ministry. Our giving to Mission Shares provides the financial support for those missions.
Sunday Morning Worship- We are able to gather for worship through coming together in one place, either
physically or via streaming. It is through worship that we are drawn closer to God and are also sent into the
world to make a difference for Christ.
Non-budgeted items
Daycare and Preschool- The Daycare and Preschool are great missions within our church. They provide
good stewardship opportunities for volunteering to help and more. Who knows, you may be the reason a
child (or their parents) develops a close relationship with Jesus Christ through our church.
These are only a few highlights of highlights of the many ministry activities we are involved in.
March Opportunities:
Lent: We will be meeting in a small group study each week during Lent to look at the call on our life. What
is it God is equipping you to do?
E-Giving App: For those interested in E-giving, we are making this available through an app called Givelify.
More information will be provided as we get this up and running.
More Finance information is available in the church office.
February Numbers through Feb 25th.
General bank balance: -$8,453.57

General Income YTD: $22,136 68.4% of YTD projected

General Expenses YTD: $33,668 97.8% of YTD projected

YTD Mission Shares paid $2,325 69.4%
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Mark your Calendars!
Retired Persons Lunch Bunch
NOTICE OF DATE CHANGE!! Lunch Bunch Retirement Group will not be
meeting on March 6th. No Blarney! Instead, the group will meet Wednesday
March 13th at 11:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. We will gather with the
Leprechauns to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. We invite you to come, wear your
green and join us for lunch if you are 55 years of age or older. Bring a covered
dish to share and we hope to see you on the 13th!!

The expression
"Shrove Tuesday"
comes from the
word shrive, meaning "absolve".
Shrove Tuesday is
observed by many
Christians, including Anglicans, Lutherans, Methodists
and Roman Catholics, who "make a
special point of self-examination, of
considering what wrongs they need to
repent, and what amendments of life
or areas of spiritual growth they
especially need to ask God's help in
dealing with."

Shrove Tuesday
pancake feed
The Christians in Action (CIA) Youth Group has 9 youth, 2
chaperones, and 1 adult volunteer signed up to go to the
YOUTH 2019 in Kansas City in July. In order to raise funds for
lodging, the youth will be hosting a Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Feed on Tuesday March 5th, from 5:30 to 7:30 PM for a free
will donation. Please come show your support for our youth
taking part in the this faith-building experience!

Camp comeca camps
Please check out this website:
http://campcomeca.com/camps-and-events for more
information about camps for all ages to attend this
summer. Brochures will be placed at church soon.
Remember scholarships are available to at least 1/2 off
your campers’ cost to attend. What a fun place to
worship God and make new friendships.

LENTEN Small
Group Study
Each Wednesday during Lent, you are invited
to join us for a meal and small group Bible
Study led by Laron Peters. We will join the
Confirmation/Youth Group students for a
meal at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Following the meal, the Lenten Study group
will meet in the Library. Be sure to check out
your bulletins and our Facebook page for
more information regarding this study. Come
and see!!
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