If you are a Sunday School teacher, 


you may not even realize that this story is in Matthew, 



because Matthew leaves out the drama 



and easily excitable parts of the story.  

This man, 


in Mark's version of the story, 

is not just brought to Jesus, 


he is taken to the roof of the house Jesus is speaking at, 


and then lowered down in front of Jesus.  

While Matthew's story leaves out the possibility of building a cool diorama, 


it is written this way for a purpose.  

That purpose is, 


to make Jesus' authority clear.

The authority of Jesus, has been on display for all of chapter 8 


and will continue on through chapter 9.  

Matthew has made it clear 


through the five miracles of chapter 8 



that Jesus has authority over every type of sickness, 



has the authority to heal in any type of situation, 




not matter the person's faith, 



Jesus has authority over the wind and the waves, 




including the chaos that nature brings, 



and he has authority over demons.  

Last week I asked, 


“Is there anything that Jesus does not have authority over?” 

and quickly answered 


“No.”  

But Matthew has a few other things to show us that Jesus has authority over, 


just to close up any loopholes.

One of those areas is authority to forgive sins.  


This is the main focus of Matthew's exchange between Jesus 


and the teachers of the law.  

All of the extra details highlighting the power of other's faith 


to bring healing to another person 



are skipped by Matthew.  

He jumps right into the words of Jesus 


and the questioning of the teachers of the law, 



or today's seminary professors.  

Over the next three weeks, 


Jesus will confront the Seminary Professors, 


then the Pharisees 



or Executive Councils of Denominations 



and Lead Pastors of Churches, 


and finally John the Baptist's disciples, 



or the other churches in town.  

In all of these confrontations, 


there will be the question of 



“But this is how we have always done it.”  

And Jesus' response of, 


“God's Kingdom is breaking in 



and that means change!”


If I hadn't come,



you could continue that way.



But I am here!

For our situation here today, 


the way things have always been done, 



is that God 



and God alone has the authority to forgive sins.  

Humans do not have such power, 


they could ask God to forgive the sins of the nation, 


or plead with God to change his mind 



as Moses did for the Israelites, 


but ultimately, 



it was always God who made the decision.

Now there were many ways Jesus could have spoken to the paralytic.  


He could have said, 



“May God forgive you of your sins.”  



“I pray that God would forgive you.”  



“If you believe in God, 




he will forgive you.”  


But what Jesus said was, 


“Take heart, son; 




your sins are forgiven.”   


While this is not, 



“I forgive your sins.”  


It is claiming to know what God is thinking.  


It is claiming to know where this man's heart 



and God's heart stand.  


That God has removed the burden of sin



 that were keeping this man from being mobile.  

While not a bold as 


“I forgive you,” 

it is still claiming to be on a working 


one on one relationship with God.  

Something that up until this time, 


had not been true of any other man.  

So the general consensus was 


that God did not share such information with humans.  



He hadn't during the time of Israel's existence, 




so why start now?

So while the Seminary Professors instinct 


that this is blasphemy has a very solid foundation, 


it is not an open and shut case.  

Scriptures instructions for discerning false prophets and teachers is to, 


“See whether what they say comes to pass.”  

Now, we can not determine by looking at anyone, 


whether their sins are forgiven.  


Not even by their disposition 



or how much money they have.  


There is no way, 



based on what Jesus has said so far, 




to prove whether or not Jesus really knows what God knows.  
So Jesus changes the discussion 


to one where there is a tangible sign 



that he really does know other's status with God the Father.  

He asks, 


“Which is easier: 



to say, 




‘Your sins are forgiven,’ 



or to say, ‘




Get up and walk’? 

Technically, 


the second is easier, 



with only 3 words, 



compared to 4  in the Greek 



and 20 to 23 letters.  


So that is not what Jesus is considering.  

Instead,


we find ourselves facing the reality of what has bound this man, 



sin.  

While the term paralytic 


immediately initiates the image of a horrible accident 



where the spine is damaged, 


there are also cases of people being immobilized 



by shame, fear, sadness, 



or other symptoms of sin. 

We have sayings like, 


“Paralyzed by fear” 


or “frozen by anxiety.”  

Psychologist's have identified the connections in our brain 


that cause us to freeze in fear, 



before eventually leading us to flight 



or fight as needed.  

Now if this area is continually stimulated, 


it eventually leaves us unable to move.  

There are cases of people being unable to physically move 


because of anxiety or fear.  

This is in addition to the experience many of us have had, 


where we are unable to move forward in relationships or at work, 



because of anxiety or fear.  

Running for public office is often over looked, 


because of the fear of what will be dug up from our past.  

Jesus then continues on, 


and brings us back on point and says, 

“But so that you may know 


that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins….



“Get up, 



take your mat 



and go home.”  

Now at this point, 


Jesus' fate is resting on the next move 


or lack of move from this man.  

Does he believe that Jesus knows this, 


that Jesus as the Son of Man 



has this type of authority?  

If he does, 


the sin in his past 



that has slowly over time 



left him immobile, 




should disappear.  

If he does not, 


he will remain on the matt 


and Jesus will be discredited 



and tried for blasphemy, 



or just stoned on the spot.

As we know, 


the man that was carried there, 



got up, 



and went home.  

While it was true, 


previous to Jesus' coming, 



that only God could forgive sins, 

Jesus has just made a bold declaration 


that he could also forgive sins 


and bring freedom to those captive to sin.  

Jesus is Lord over sin.  


Not just chaos and natural disasters, 



but sin as well.  

Jesus can remove sin


just as fast as we can produce it.

Now, in case you haven't drawn the lines together of what this really means, 


we must recall the great verse from Romans 6:23, 



“For the wages of sin is death.”  

So if Jesus can forgive our sins, 


he can also keep us from death.  

Matthew is giving us the second half of that Romans passage 


hidden to be heard by the careful listener, 



“but the gift of God is eternal life 




in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 In Jesus taking on Lordship over sin, 


he is also taking Lordship over whether we live or die.

This should be good news for all of us.  


But for some it is not.  

They might have been like the paralyzed man was.  


They know they are sinners.  


They have done things that they regret at this stage of their life 



with every fiber of their being.  


Yet, try as we may, 



we know we can not undo the past.  


And the God that they know 



is a condemning, 



judging, 



cruel God 




who it seems is out to destroy them 




and make them miserable.  

The demonic voices have introduced all kinds of lies 


and twisting of the truth.  

They are now living in this reality.  

That Jesus, 


the son of God, 



is the one who is looking over their life 



and has authority over it doesn't help.  

They know they would condemn themselves, 


so why wouldn't Jesus?

Romans 8:34 tells us that Jesus is the one who condemns 


and now has the power to do so.  

But it also tells us that Jesus, 


who can condemn, 



has died for us.  

We are beholden to Jesus, 


Jesus is now our Lord.  

But what kind of Lord is he?  


Our Seminary Professor friends are reminded that he is a different kind of Lord 



than they have ever seen before.  


He is a different kind of Lord 



than any person you have ever met.  

Now, we are supposed to be reflecting the type of Lord he is, 


but that has not come in its fullness yet.  

So as we work towards that high calling, 


we need to be like the paralyzed man's friends 



who brought the reality of who Jesus was before him 



and let them have a chance to experience Jesus themselves.  

Some will not be able to make it on their own power, 


or by their own will, 



because they are paralyzed.  

But there is good news that will set them free.  


Jesus calls us to bring them 


and ourselves before his throne.  



Let us come!
