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Making disciples...Building Christian community...Transforming lives!

From the Pastor — February 2019
A Pivotal Time

This month will bring a pivotal time in the history of the United Methodist Church. There will be a 2019
Special Session of the General Conference from February 23-26 held in St. Louis to consider the issue of
human sexuality. The stated docket is “to focus on the issue of human sexuality and church unity with the goals
of ending distracting and mission-compromising disagreement about how to be in ministry with LGBTQI
people.”

In 2016, the General Conference reached an impasse over the issue of human sexuality. The issue has reached
fever pitch in the life of the larger church, and so delegates at the 2016 conference asked the Council of Bishops
to come up with a way to move the church forward. The Council brought together devout Christians who held
views along the continuum of thought about human sexuality to work together. They formed the “Commission
on a Way Forward,” and were charged with bringing legislation to a special general conference to consider the
Church’s stance on human sexuality.

The delegates at the 2019 conference will vote on motions and amendments on petitions included in three plans
in the “Commission on a Way Forward” report and other petitions from individuals and groups of United
Methodists. Fifty-one petitions, besides those included in the Commission’s report, were submitted before the
deadline. Delegates are a combination of laity and clergy, and they will use electronic, smartcard-enabled
devices to cast their secret ballots. United Methodism is a worldwide denomination, and just under 42% of the
delegates come from outside the United States.

The General Conference special session will be live-streamed at UMC.org/gc2019. Prior to and after the
session, a wealth of information and resources is being posted at www.umc.org/gc2019.

What does this mean for the average United Methodist? General Conference is the main governing body of the
United Methodist Church. Changes in the denomination will depend on the plan chosen by the conference
delegates. Wording in the Book of Discipline (our main rule book) may change, and/or the larger church
structure may change. The Church is approaching this issue with prayer and with the collective wisdom of laity
and clergy who are devout leaders in United Methodism.

The challenge for all United Methodists during this time and in the coming period of transition is to keep our
eyes and our efforts focused on God’s mission for the Church: to make disciples of Jesus Christ and to reach out
to our community and our world with the Good News of the Gospel. Let’s be in prayer that God’s will prevails.



http://www.umc.org/gc2019

Church Life - “Under the Green Steeple”

Sunday Worship
J_L Schedule
Y|

Each week will be a self-
contained conversation about selected Bible
passages. The class concludes in plenty of time to
worship.

9:30 am
Faith Walkers Class (Grades K-6) will meet on the
third floor from 9:30 — 10:15am.

10:45 am (Sept. - May)
Worship Service in the Sanctuary traditional in
nature.

Fellowship Following Worship
Join us in the dining room for refreshments after the
service.

Communion

The sacrament of Holy Communion is offered
during worship on the first Sunday of each month. In
the United Methodist Church, the Lord’s Table is
open to all.

Parking and Accessibility

We are a fully accessible building. Canes & a
wheelchair are available as well as an elevator & an
electric chairlift. There are reserved areas for loading
& unloading passengers. We have limited street
parking, but there are two banks across the street
from us and you are welcome to park in either of
their lots. Please reserve the spaces in the front of
the church for those who need to use the elevator.

Rehearsal Schedules

Sunday Choir Rehearsals (Sept. — May)
One Voice Ensemble
Sundays after worship

Wednesday Choir Rehearsals (Sept. — May)

6:40 pm Chancel Choir

7:45 pm Bells Choir

As our church family grows, we are not always aware
of the musical gifts in our congregation. If you enjoy
singing or playing bells, please see the following
ladies: Monica Rhude & Tami Chamberlain

Groups & Meetings

FUMC has a number of small study and fellowship
groups. The church is also a meeting site for several
community groups.

Sunday
NA Meeting

7:00 pm Dining Room
Franklin Aggies 4 H Group
Contact the church office for date and times

Monday
Prayer Group

9:00 am Third Floor Chapel

Women's Circle
6:30 pm 2nd Monday meets monthly Sept. —
May Contact the church office for location

Tuesday

1% 4™ & 5" Tuesday — Hope UMC
4:30 — 5:30 pm Community Dinner

Wednesday
Franklin-Carlisle Rotary

12:10pm meets weekly in the Fellowship Hall

Friday
NA Meeting
7:00 pm meets weekly in the Dining Room



What is General Conference?

Every four years, United Methodists from around the
world assemble as the General Conference and
connect in worship,
prayer, Communion,
fellowship — and the
legislative work that
shapes our shared life.
General Conference
delegates confer and
vote on proposals for
resourcing and
General Conference regulating the life and

work of the United
Methodist Church. Delegates are elected on the local
conference level (ours’ is the West Ohio Conference)
from a pool of laity and clergy. General Conference
sets the rules and establishes procedures for virtually
every aspect of the Church’s life. It also
communicates the denomination’s decisions related
to the connectional and missional life of The United
Methodist Church. It is the only body authorized to
speak for or as The United Methodist Church.
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What is the Council of Bishops?

The Council of Bishops include all active and retired
Bishops in The United Methodist Church. The West
Ohio Conference
Bishop is Gregory
Palmer. Bishops

Council of Bishops JX o not vote a
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH General

it bt Conferences, but
are authorized to

“guard the faith,
order, liturgy, doctrine, and discipline of the
Church.” They are to exercise oversight and support,
pray, preach and preside over the work.

Delegates to General Conference 2016 empowered
the Council of Bishops to provide prayerful
leadership and explore options for a way forward
from the church’s theological impasse over human
sexuality. In response, the bishops created the
Commission on a Way Forward to offer possible
solutions.

It is Super Bowl Time Again.
Extended-Through February!
This year at Franklin First we are calling it SOAPer

Bowl. We will be collecting products we use every

day and probably don’t give it a second thought!
These are some of the most requested NON Food
items at The Food Pantry.

Laundry Soap
Dish Soap
Shampoo
Bath Soap
Tooth paste
Deodorant
Household-Cleaning Supplies
Toilet Paper

Kleenex

Paper towels

Disposable Diapers

There will be a collection bin in the Vestibule
throughout February. If you have any questions
please contact Lisa Dillon, Amber Ramsey or Linda
Smith.

Healing Service Rescheduled
February 24"

The Healing Service has been rescheduled to
February 24. Winter weather made
\ it necessary to cancel our service
- in January. This will be a perfect
opportunity to invite family and
SERVICAE OF .
HEAL friends who have recently had a
N challenging time in their life and
might benefit from a service centering on God’s
strength, comfort, and healing.

Gideons International

John Marshall was our guest speaker on January 27,
educating us about the work of
the Gideons in Bible distribution
around the world. Thank you for
your gracious support of this

ministry. Franklin First raised
GIDEONS $256 y

INTERNATIONAL
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We are going to be preparing our lunches on the
Sundays we meet, doing a service project, playing
games, having a Jesus and Me lesson, and a larger fun
activity. We have a swim party in the works for this
summer, painting and craft projects, visiting a nursing
home, coloring Easter eggs, and hosting an all-church
picnic at the park in July. We meet the last Sunday of

the month (unless a holiday conflicts) right after church

til mid-afternoon. We welcomed four kids in January,

and will be offering incentives for them to bring friends

in the future. Please hold this new ministry before God
in your prayers.

Women’s Circle

Women’s Circle’s next meeting will be on Monday,

Wamen's!

February 11" at 6:30 pm. We will
be putting together treat bags for
the shut-ins. Bring a sandwich and
dessert will be provided. Hope to
see you there!

Ircle

Men’s Group

Please remember that our next meeting will be
February 16, 2019 at 9:00. Be prepared to discuss

any service opportunities
that might be coming up.
We will also discuss any
changes we want for the
format and function of
our group. If anyone has
any suggestions for

service prolects for the Men's Group, please let Lee
Saunders know prior to the meeting so we can
discuss them. Any questions or comments, please
direct to Lee Saunders at hlszoomtown@yahoo.com.

JAM Junior Youth Group

Franklin First’s JAM Group is off the ground! Third through eighth graders
gathered on January 27 for pizza, planning, and games — and we had a great
time! Pastor Laura, Connie Bolinger, and Amber Ramsey will be providing
ongoing leadership, and along with the kids we put together a detailed plan
through July, and chose our -

meeting dates for the rest

Yo

Scout Sunday

February 10, we will be celebrating Scout Sunday in
our worship service. Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts will
be recognized for their
participation in these
character-building
organizations. Did you
know that Franklin First
holds the Charter for Cub
Scout Pack 303? We want to
thank Cindy and Andy Kuntzman for their
outstanding leadership efforts.

Third Sunday Lunch Fellowship

With the holidays over, it is time to resume our
Applebees Lunch Fellowship
again. February 17, all are
welcome to enjoy lunch and
great comradery. There’s
nothing like the company of
Christian friends to warm our
hearts!

AR
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Birthdays

February
2 — Regina Hynes
3 — Randall Gebhardt
5 — Jackie Graves
9 — Kaylee Bishop
10 -Heather Myers
12- Charles Dilgard
13- Monica Rhude

-__(

16 — Owen Robison
25 — Tracy Easter

4- David Chamberlain 1
4 — Elliot Duff ‘?h

.;?

Anniversaries

February
26 — Mike & Vicki Jarvis

3
Pyl
g March
& 4 — Linda Stevens
X
Py
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Please join

Us for our adult Sunday School class led
by Charlotte Summer. We meet
every Sunday in the Fellowship
Hall at 9:30. Currently Charlotte
is leading us through the New
Testament beginning with
Matthew.
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Worship Team

Monday, February 4™ @ 6:30 pm
Fast Track Bible Study (Smith Home)
Mondays @ 6:30 pm
Stained Glass Window Grant Committee
Tuesday, February 5" @ 6:30 pm
Boy Scout Sunday
Sunday February 10" @ 10:45
Women’s Circle Meeting

@ Monday, February 11" @ 6:30 pm
4, owship Lunch (Appl ebee’
Sunday, February 17" @ 12:00 pm
Healmg Worship Service
Sunday, February 24™ @10:45 am

“J A Mhior Youth Group
Sunday, February 24" @ Noon

Prayer Group

Every Monday morning at 9:00 am in the third floor Prayer
Chapel, we are meeting to pray for individual prayer
concerns, our church, community and nation, our
denomination, and current events. Our time together lasts
about 1 % hours, and participants are not required to pray out
loud. Everyone is welcome. Bring your favorite Bible. Those
who would like to submit prayer requests can do so by
recording them on the prayer logs at the back of the
sanctuary or in the choir room.

children are being brought to a
closer relationship with Jesus
through stories, crafts, and
fellowship each Sunday at
9:30, led by Pam and Kaylee
Bishop. Children's Church
follows the Children's

adult Worship at 10:45am.

DiscipLe  Mike and Linda Smith
FSIMGE®E each Monday evening

BBLE STUDY FOR BUSY LIVES

%ve leading Fast Track Disciple in their home
at 6:30 p.m. Please see Mike or Linda for detali
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Join us for a

oCroppili né Good
Friday, March8, 2019z 6:00 pmz11:00 pm
Saturday, March9, 2019z 9:00 am- 8:00 pm

Franklin First United Methodist Church

303 South Main Street; Franklin, OH 45005

Registration Cost: $35
Saturday lunch will be provided; dinner on your own.
6{dzogl & 3 tAalySttz2Qa tAT T sithan16mibuledayad RA &G yOST
Proceeds will benefit the Franklin First United Methodist Church;

Donations are tax deductible!
~Sixteen Hours of Scrapbooking Fun!

e Please complete the registration form below and send with your check payable to:
Franklin First UMC. Hurry! Space is limited!

e For more information contact Pam Trout, 937-746-0644, or e-mail: pktmango@yahoo.com

e Registration is non-refundable, but is transferable to another person.

e Sorry, no childcare available!
Make your $35 registration check payable to: Franklin First UMCI YR Y I Af (2Y (
Good Time, 303 South Main Street, Franklin, OH 45005 (Please have registration postmarked by
March 1.)

XXXDXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXOdzli XIKKXRX XEKEKZ XKXKREXXX XXX X X

Name:

E-mail

Address:

Home Phone: Cell Phone:

CNASYROAU0O &2dzQR tA1S G2 ard oAGKY




Franklin First United Methodist Church
2019 Leadership Ministry
Making disciples... Building Christian community... Transforming lives!

Church Council

Church Council Chair: Mike Smith
Secretary: Amber Ramsey
Lay Leader: Charlotte Summer
Lay Member of Annual Conference:

Charlotte Summer
Lay Member of Annual Conference Alternate:

Kim Chewning
Treasurer: Tami Chamberlain
Membership Secretary: Peggy Darragh-Jeromos
Communications Coordinator: Peggy Darragh-Jeromos
Church Historian: Robert Bowman

Pastor: Laura Saunders
Ministry Team Representatives:
Staff-Parish: Julie Abell
Finance: Ken Smith
Trustees John Lass
Jim Martin
Laura Saunders
Christian Education: Jan Truesdell

Lee Saunders
Missions & Outreach: Linda Smith

Amber Ramsey
Hospitality & Events:  Judy Bowman
Welcoming Ministry: Rachel Chamberlain

Dorothy Rayburg
Scouting Coordinator  Cindy Kuntzman

Staff-Parish Relations Committee
Chair: Julie Abell
Terms expiring 2019:  Jenny Chilcutt, Mishelle Dicken,
Cheryl Cyphers

Terms expiring 2020:  Tami Chamberlain,
Jessica Lucas, Julie Abell
Terms expiring 2021:  Sally Fitzgerald,
Don Chamberlain, Patti Noland

Trustees Committee
Chair: John Lass & Jim Martin

Vice Chair: Cody Chilcutt

Terms expiring 2019:  Cody Chilcutt, Connie Bolinger
Terms expiring 2020:  Jan Abell, Shirley Berold,

Joe Chamberlain
Terms expiring 2021:  John Lass, Jim Martin,

Trisha Dicken, Jerry Truesdell

Committee on Lay Leadership (Nominations)
Chair: Pastor Laura Saunders
Terms expiring 2019:  Nancy Osborne, Patti Noland,
Peggy Darragh-Jeromos
Terms expiring 2020:  Sally Fitzgerald, Brian Graves,
Charlotte Summer
Terms expiring 2021:  Susie Mears, Cindy Kuntzman,

Jenny Chilcutt

Finance Committee

Chairperson: Ken Smith
Treasurer: Tami Chamberlain
Financial Secretary: Julie Abell

Church Council Chair: Mike Smith

Trustees Chair: John Lass/Jim Martin
Staff Parish Chair: Julie Abell

Lay Leader: Charlotte Summer

Lay Member of Annual Conference:
Charlotte Summer
Pastor: Laura Saunders

Worship Ministry Team

Choir Director: Monica Rhude

Bell Choir Director: Tami Chamberlain

Altar Design: Kay Marksberry & Pam Bishop
Technical Support: Trisha Dicken

Lay Leader: Charlotte Summer

Pastor: Laura Saunders

“Connect
Pastor Laura Saunders
Mike Smith
Cindy Kuntzman
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Charlotte Summer
Linda Smith
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