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Beef breeding is as simple
as
black
and
white
Nelson Charolais herd
complements each other
by NATASHA BARBER
STAFF WRITER

RICE — For many people in central Minnesota, the
word cow is most often associated with a black and white
breed. The iconic Holstein
dairy cattle are unsurpassed
when it comes to producing
milk and of the nine million
dairy cows across the country, 90 percent are of Holstein descent.
You’ll find 50 registered
milking Holsteins on Dwain
and Barb Nelson’s Farm

near Opole, but the family also retains a less typical
black and white herd. They
are the Nelson Charolais.
Dwain and Barb, their
daughters Katie and Rachel
and son-in-law Travis Molitor (Rachel’s husband) are
the proud owners of 50 head
of beef cattle made up of
purebred creamy white Charolais and black Simmental/
Angus. They raise the Charolais for private treaty and
consignment sales throughout the Midwest.
“It was a 4-H project
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Nelson Charolais are located near Rice. Charolais are a beef cattle breed which are known for their weight-gaining ability
and lean muscle.

which kept growing,” said
Katie Nelson, the primary
caretaker of the herd and
Junior Advisor of the Minnesota/Wisconsin Charolais
Association. “I had shown
dairy cows, but at 14 [years
old] wanted to try something
different. Family friends
recommended a farm to purchase a beef heifer from and,
it was by luck, I ended up
with Charolais.”
Charolais are one of the
PHOTO SUBMITTED oldest French cattle breeds
Katie Nelson brought Charolais beef cattle to the family farm, and were developed solely
Nelson Charolais, when she made the decision to show beef for beef production. They
cattle in 4-H.

are large cattle with broad
bodies and heavily muscled
loins and haunches. Full
grown bulls weigh on average 2,400 pounds and cows
can easily average two ton.
Because of their weightgaining ability and lean
muscle they are attractive to
commercial beef producers
who are looking to make the
most of their dollar.
“In a commercial setting, bulls are going to bring
added pounds at weaning
weight, while the breed itself has been able to keep

birth-weights relatively under wraps. There is a stigma
that Charolais are born big,
but they complement black
cows well,” Katie said.
The Nelsons use embryo
transfer to produce more
genetically superior calves
from one mating of purebred
Charolais.
After calving each year
in the dead of winter, the
Nelsons use artificial insemination and embryo transfer
to implant their black cows
with purebred Charolais offspring.

“I choose my donor
cows based on preferable
genetic attributes. I want to
multiply them faster to further advance our herd, so
we’ll transfer the extra embryos into surrogate black
cows. Rather than having
one calf from a mother, I’ll
get ten,” Katie said.
About thirty embryos
will be transferred into the
herd each year, the rest of
the herd is artificially insemNelson
continued on pg. 2B

All smiles at the
Ackerman farm

Farmer plants crop illustrations
by ANDREA BORGERDING
“It is something fun to ple Creek Airport, stopped
STAFF WRITER
do,” Ackerman said. “My by with an 8- by-10-foot pic-

Rubes Sponsored by Fluegge’s Ag

SAUK RAPIDS – At
the Ackerman farm, you can
always see a smiley face.
Even if Pete Ackerman isn’t
smiling, he has made sure
there is always one on his
farm – a big one too.
For the past eight years,
Ackerman has been planting
a large smiley face – or other
figure – into his soybean or
cornfield just a quarter mile
from his farm site northeast
of Sauk Rapids. This year,
Ackerman has a 300-foot
smiley face with his initials,
“PA”, double planted in his
soybean field.

kids get a kick out of it.”
Ackerman’s
planting
tradition started eight years
ago, when he was finishing
up planting a soybean field.
There were portions of an
old silo left in the field and
Ackerman had extra seed
left in the planter. He came
up with the idea of going
over the planted field again
with the tractor and planter,
and making a smiley face
with the planted seed.
“I used the silo as a landmark to outline the smiley
face,” Ackerman said.
By mid-June that year,
Rolf Turner, who owns Pop-

ture of the smiley face in the
field.
“He pulled into the yard
one day, showed me the picture and asked, ‘You recognize this?,” Ackerman said.
“I thought it turned out pretty good.”
Ever since that year,
Ackerman can be seen every
spring driving in unusual directions to plant his field.
Last year, the smiley
face was in a cornfield. Ackerman planted two different
varieties of corn. The corn
Ackerman
continued on pg. 3B
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Pete Ackerman kneels in his soybean field where he double-planted to make a smiley face illustration. Ackerman farms near Sauk Rapids with his brother, Kevin.

Hay Tedders
on Hand
to help make hay
when the sun shines
2) Kuhn 1140 box spreaders,
rental units, top beater, apron speed
control, 540 RPM - CHOICE $17,900

Tonutti 10 wheel rake
$1,995

Knight PS160 Vertical beater
spreader - $27,900

PROLINER

Remote
Controlled

2) hyd. drive, 2 pto
drive on H&S 4-wheel
running gears -

Choice $14,900
Cho
CID Brush cutters,
skid steer 3-blade, 60”-72” extreme
IN STOCK

WE’RE DEALING! All reasonable offers considered
“Service
After The
Sale”

FLUEGGE’S AG
LEASING
AVAILABLE

Farm Material Handling Specialist

NEW - IN STOCK

4) H&S front/rear
forage boxes, 20’

IN-LINE ROUND BALE WRAPPER
• 14 hp Subaru hydraulic power unit
• Up to 120 bales per hour
• Plastic watch detector
• Night shift lights
• Engine “on/off ” light

Kuhn GF7802THA 6 basket Hay
Tedder, 25’10” working width

ROD FLUEGGE “the boss”
2040 Mahogany St., Mora, MN • 320-679-2981
WWW.FLUEGGESAG.COM
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Love The Home
You’re In!
WE DO REMODELING
• On-Staff Designer
• Retail Store
• Large Showroom
Give us a call!

Free Estima
tes
& Delivery
Available!

“Tough Bidders” “Great Builders”
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The Nelson Charolais herd is a mixture of purebred Charolais cattle and black SimmentalAngus crosses.

them home and halterbreaks them for shows, fairs
and upcoming sales.
“When I pick out a show
heifer, I start with good
sound feet and legs. If a heifer can’t move she’s not going to work well for the herd
in the future. That’s the most
important,” Katie said. She
also looks for cleanliness
throughout the neck which
blends smoothly into the
shoulders, a deep rib cage
and a long body.
The Nelsons sell about
ten show heifers each fall
to those doing 4-H projects
or purebred breeders as far
away as Missouri. They
keep about five bulls each
year to sell the following
spring as virgin yearling
breeding bulls and keep the
remaining replacement heifers to replenish the herd. The
bulls not retained for sale
are castrated and fed out for
market.
By the end of October,
the Nelsons have transported the herd back to the
family farm where they are
contained on a harvested
corn field. They are fed a
TMR diet which consists of
hay, silage, dry distillers and
mineral. About two weeks

before the first calf arrives,
the cows are brought into
a three-sided barn to await
their delivery. Within three
weeks they are again kicked
back out into the corn field
where calf-only huts with
plentiful bedding shelter the
young calves from wind,
rain and snow.
“We calve in January because it gives us older calves
to market in the fall and fits
in our labor resources better than March or April, before spring field work and
our busy off-the-farm jobs,”
Katie said. “We don’t have
many problems, but I found
that if you keep them dry,
bedded well and check on
them routinely after they are
born, you can turn them out
to field after those first few
weeks as long as they are up
on their feet.”
And it helps that she already has good genetics in
the mix.
“A cow in good body
condition will naturally
produce the colostrum for
the calf. It’s easy having a
healthy calf/cow pair if they
start out with good nutritional status,” Katie said.
So simple, it’s black and
white.

101 2nd Street N.W. • P.O. Box 7
Avon, MN 56310 • Toll Free (888) 525-7342
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The
Business
of Farming
by
Roger Strom
Ag
Columnist__________
__________
currency manipulation and
other areas. Clinton has said
she will evaluate each trade
deal on its merits but does
not believe the TPP is good
for U.S. workers.
While the candidates are
focused on the impact TPP
has on U.S. workers, there is
little talk as to how it might
impact agricultural trade. Ag
trade supports more than a
million American jobs and
trade with the countries that
are part of TPP accounts
for 42 percent of U.S. ag
exports.
There is a real concern
that dismantling TPP and
talk of tariffs could lead to
trade wars with China and
Mexico, which happen to be
our No. 1 and No. 3 farm
export markets.
In a quest to learn more
about the two candidates

stand on farm issues, several
of the biggest ag trade
associations, including Farm
Bureau and Farmers Union
recently met with Hillary
Clinton staffers. Not the
candidate herself, but her
working elves. While the
get together was supposed
to be a push for more details
on her position regarding
agriculture, it became more
of a “Tell Hillary what you
want” meeting.
Their message was
straight forward: With farm
income expected to hit its
lowest level in 14 years,
cutting farm income by 56
percent, farm policies are
going to be crucial.
Chandler
Goule,
incoming CEO of the
National Association of
Wheat Growers, said “now
that Clinton and Trump are
the presumed nominees, “it’s
time to start making more
detailed and more in-theweeds-type commitments.”
The
response
they
received from Hillary’s
people was about as generic
as you can get. They said, “If
elected, Clinton will increase
agricultural
production
and profitability for family
farms.”
Try taking that promise
to the bank.
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www.jimssnowmobileandmarine.com

Just 20 min from Little Falls
or St. Cloud on Cty Rd 17

320-746-2165

You can count on
AmeriGas propane
for a variety of uses,
including home
heating, space
heating, water
heating, pool and
spa heating, drying,
cooking, grilling and
motor fuel.

Ag trade could see big changes
Depending on who
wins the presidential race,
agriculture trade with other
countries could see some
big changes.
Trump has been very
vocal about his opposition
to trade deals. He wants
to renegotiate the North
American
Free
Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) with
Canada and Mexico. He
calls NAFTA a “U.S. job
killer” and if necessary he
says he’ll scrap the deal if
it can’t be renegotiated. He
recently told voters, “I’m
going to tell our NAFTA
partners that I intend to
immediately
renegotiate
the terms of that agreement
to get a better deal for our
workers. And I don’t mean
just a little bit better, I mean
a lot better.”
He also wants to pull
the United States out of the
trade agreement we have
with the 12 nation TransPacific Partnership (TPP)
and he threatens to use his
executive power to settle
trade disputes with China.
He has gone so far as to
threaten Mexico and China
with tariffs on their imports.
Hillary hasn’t been
as aggressive in attacking
trade agreements but she is
also opposed to TPP saying
it’s not strong enough on
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DS!

America’s Propane Company • Open 7:30 am - 4 pm
931 Lincoln Ave, Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 · (320) 251 0373

CRITTERS THAT CRAWL,
WALK AND FLY
DON’T LIKE US MUCH

There’s a reason why...

Midstate Sales is an
independent used vehicle
dealer that prides itself on
offering the best quality used
car, van, SUV or truck for
sale in Central Minnesota.

Reports Available!
Preferred Dealer with St.
Cloud Federal Credit Union

All our vehicles are inspected by our highly trained ASE service technicians.

$11,999
2014 Chevrolet Cruze 1LT
4dr Sedan w/1SD
38,195 Miles, 1.4L I4 Turbo, Auto,
6-Speed, Blue Ray Metallic

We carry one of the largest selections of ﬂy, wasp, ant,
insect, rodent, and varment products in the area.
POUR ON • DUST BAGS • CATTLE BACK RUBBERS • SPRAYS
• TRAPS • BAIT • PROTEIN TUBS WITH FLY CONTROL • STRIPS

IF WE DON’T HAVE IT - WE CAN ORDER IT!
READY TO USE AND CONCENTRATES IN MUTLTIPLE SIZES

STOP IN AND SEE WHAT WE HAVE!

$20,000

$21,995
BA29-1B-JF

2012 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 4x4 LT 4 Dr Crew Cab 5.8 ft. SB

2004 Chevrolet Corvette
2 Dr Convertible
57,725 Miles, Auto, 5.7L V, 4-Speed,
Medium Spiral Gray Metallic
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FARMERS CO-OP
CREAMERY

YOUR ONESTOP SHOP
CO-OP!

For more great deals on quality used cars and trucks go to www.midstatemnsales.com

MEETING YOUR ANIMAL FEED NEEDS & MORE!
FORESTON, MN • 320-294-57 11 • M-F 8-5PM • SAT 8-NOON

320.818.1110 | 6001 STATE HIGHWAY 25 NE | FOLEY, MN 56329 | Hours: MON.-FRI. 9 a.m.- 6 p.m.; Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sun. CLOSED

WWW.FORESTONCREAMERY.COM

99,698 Miles, 5.3L V8, Auto 6-Speed, Graystone Metallic

BA23-tfnB-TV

inated and a clean-up bull.
Because the Nelsons calve
their Charolais beginning in
January and start breeding
mid-March, most of the herd
is confirmed pregnant before
being let out pasture in May.
“I have four different
pastures spread out near Gilman, Avon, Holdingford and
home, but will only run a
bull in one of them,” Katie
said. “We’ll implant or A.I.
and then kick the cows out
to grass with the bull. I don’t
keep those last ones around
long enough to confirm a
pregnancy.”
After the cow/calf pairs
are released to pasture for
summer, they rely solely
on free-choice mineral and
what the ground below provides. Katie practices good
pasture management and
makes sure not to overstock
and overuse her grass. There
is minimal upkeep during
these months for the Nelsons. Katie checks each
pastured herd once a week
for illness, feet complications and additional items
like mineral needs, fencing
problems and weed control
if needed.
In addition to the weekly
checks, Katie weans calves
in three groups. She brings
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Ackerman continued from page 1B
in his fields, he said he’s not
about to take it to the next
level.
“I’ve seen other farmers doing corn mazes. I like
to get ideas from them but I
don’t want to get very technical or fancy,” Ackerman
said.
Ackerman said he’ll take
a day to think about how he
wants to make the design
and it’ll take him about 30
minutes to plant it.
This year’s smiley face
and initials take up a fouracre portion of his soybean

field. Ackerman used an
8-row planter this year versus a 6-row planter and used
one extra 50-pound bag of
seed. He placed four empty
seed bags as landmarks for
the smiley face.
“I like to wing it and
hope it turns out,” Ackerman
said.
Ackerman said it’s all
worth the extra effort.
“I think some people
have seen it but they don’t
stop by to ask,” Ackerman
said. “Hopefully someone

gets a kick out of it. It’s just
something fun to do.”
Ackerman is already
getting requests for next
year’s design.
“My wife thinks I should
do a flower again,” Ackerman said. “We’ll see.”
Ackerman and his wife,
Mona, have four children.
He has been farming in partnership with his brother,
Kevin, since 1994 on their
third generation farm. Together they milk 100 cows
and raise 500 acres of crops.

NEW
EQUIPPED FOR A NEW WORLD™
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An aerial shot of Ackerman’s crop illustration shows the smiley face and initials he planted
this spring in his soybean field.

seed variety making up the
face was a dark green color,
which showed all season
long.
Ackerman has also designed a stick man.
“That one showed up on
satellite,” Ackerman said.
“The Farm Service Agency
office called me to ask what

it was.”
One year, Ackerman designed a flower. That one,
Ackerman said, did not turn
out after a wet spring.
“Part of it drowned out
so it didn’t turn out as well,”
Ackerman said.
One year, Ackerman’s
smiley face lasted longer

than just the growing season.
After combining the
field during harvest several
years ago, Ackerman followed the outline from the
extra stubble with the tractor
and plow. That year, the face
smiled all winter long.
As much as Ackerman
enjoys making the designs
10
UNITS
IN
STOCK

MODEL

RATED
HP

RATED
PTO HP

TRANSMISSION

OPERATOR
PLATFORM

T4.90

86

73

12x12

VisionView Cab™

T4.100

99

85

12x12

VisionView Cab™

T4.110

107

93

12x12

VisionView Cab™

T4.120

117

99

12x12

VisionView Cab™

MORE
POWERFUL
ENGINES
- TIER-4B
CERTIFIED

• Fuel Efficient
• CommandArc™
console
• Vision View™ cab
allows for safe and
comfortable operation
• Available in
mechanical self
FRONT END
leveling or non-self
LOADER
650TL
leveling 72” or 84”
650TL
bucket
650TL
• Skid Steer Style or
650TL
Euro Style faceplate

$2,000 OFF PLUS 0% FINANCING
FOR UP TO 84 MONTHS*

SAUK CENTRE, MN

PIERZ, MN

320-352-6543 • Hwy. 71 South 320-468-2161 • Hwy. 27 West
Store Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5, Saturday Seasonal

PHOTO SUBMITTED

A close up of the soybean plants shows how Ackerman double-planted seeds to make the illustration in the field.
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• Twine
• Hay Guards
• Fishing Rods
• Bale Wrapping • Tackle

AND SO MUCH MORE!

Gilman Co-op
Creamery
FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE
HOURS:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 7:00 pm
Sat. 7:30 am to 5:00 pm
Sun. 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Gilman, MN • 320-387-2770
gilmancreamery.com

Ask us
about our
Financing
Options!

www.modernfarmequipment.com
*For Commercial use only. Customer participation subject to credit qualiÄcation and approval by CNH Industrial Capital
America LLC. See your participating New Holland dealer for details and eligibility requirements. Down payment may be
required. Offer good through June 30, 2016 at participating New Holland dealers. Customer must reside in one of the
following states: IA, IL, MN, ND, SD, WI, and NE. Not all customers or applicants may qualify for this rate or term. CNH
Industrial Capital America LLC standard terms and conditions apply. Taxes, freight, set-up, delivery, additional options or attachments not included in
price. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice. © 2016 CNH Industrial Capital America LLC. All rights reserved. New Holland Agriculture
is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or afÄliates. CNH
Industrial Capital is a trademark in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or afÄliates.

NEW EQUIPMENT
SAUK CENTRE

TRACTORS
NH T5.115 Electro Command, Semi-Pwr Shift....... In Stock!
NH T6.165 Plus, 16x16 Pwr Shift, 4 Rmts.............. In Stock!
NH TS6.130, Cab, FWA, 16x8 Pwr. Shuttle ........... In Stock!
NH T4.100 and T4.110 with Cabs, Power Shuttle .. In Stock!
NH Boomer 37 & Boomer 47 with Loader .............. In Stock!
NH Workmaster 33 with Loader ............................. In Stock!
SKID LOADERS
NH L218, L220, L228, C232 ................................... In Stock!
HAY TOOLS
NH SpeedRower 220 & 260.... ............................... In Stock!
NH Procart 819, 1022, 1225 Rakes........................ In Stock!
NH Dura-Vee 1020, 1225, 1428 Rakes .................. In Stock!
Kemco Inline Bale Wrappers .................................. In Stock!
NH H7230 & DB313R Discbines ............................ In Stock!
BALERS
NH RB450, RB460, RB560 .................................... In Stock!
NH BB330S ............................................................ In Stock!
TILLAGE
Salford 8208 Plow, 8 Bottom .................................. In Stock!
Salford I-2218, 18’ Vertical Tillage.......................... In Stock!
Salford 9809 Ripper................................................ In Stock!
GRAIN HANDLING
Art’s Way 6530 Grinder Mixer,
165 Bu Tank ....................................................... In Stock!
Parker 505 Gravity Box...... .................................... In Stock!
FORAGE
(2) Miller Pro 5300 Forage Boxes........................... In Stock!
NH FP240 & FR500 Forage Harvesters ................. In Stock!
MANURE SPREADERS
NH 195 ................................................................... In Stock!
BBI Magna Spread & Endurance .......................... In Stock!

USED EQUIPMENT
SAUK CENTRE

Brad
B
rad
d Herickhoff, O
Owner
Ofﬁce: 320-351-4872
Cell: 320-293-0882
brad@agtechdrainage.com

Bill Pasche, Sales & Design
Cell: 320-293-6951
bill@agtechdrainage.com

Gene Mensen, Sales
Cell: 320-429-1036

gene@agtechdrainage.com

Stretching your
tiling dollar with

Accurate Quotes &
Superior Designs

TRACTORS
NH TG255, 3350 Hrs, 3 Rmts, Consigned .............. $97,000
NH 8770, 2WD, 20.8x42 Duals ............................... $49,000
NH T7000 Front PTO/3 Point Kit .............................. $6,500
Ford TW-35, FWA, 18.4x38 Duals, Series 2 .............Just In!
JD 4055, 2WD, 1650 Hrs, Sharp ............................. $36,900
SKID LOADERS
NH L230, Cab Heat, A/C, Air Seat ......................... .$36,900
NH L220, Cab, Heat, AC, 2 Speed .......................... $31,500
HAY TOOLS
NH H8080, 750HD, JD AutoSteer Ready ................ $89,000
NH 166, Extension, Dual Drive & Pickup Wheels...... $6,500
Vermeer 10 Wheel Rake ...........................................Just In!
BALERS
NH BR7070, Crop Cutter ......................................... $28,900
(2) NH BR7090 ....................................... Starting at $28,500
NH BR7060, Twine, Low Bales ............................... $19,500
NH BR740A Roto Cut, Chain Oiler Kit.......................Just In!
NH 664, Auto-Wrap, Twine, 540 PTO ..................... $11,900
TILLAGE
Salford 8214 Plow, 14 Bottom ................................. $55,500
JD 3710, 10 Bottom Plow. ....................................... $42,500
Wil-Rich 3400, 36’, Consigned .................................. $3,900
Salford 8210 Plow, 10 Btm, Consigned ......................... Call!
FORAGE
Krone EC7500 ......................................................... $29,500
NH 365W Hay Head, 15’, Off FX25. .......................... $7,500
NH 824 Corn Head, Adapted to Gehl 1085 ............... $3,500
NH 790 Chopper, 6 Knives ........................................ $2,500
NH 824 Corn Head, 30”, Off 718 ............................... $2,500
NH 939A4 CH, 4R-36”, Fits 1915 .............................. $1,750
MANURE SPREADERS
NH 195, Hydraulic Drive ............................................ $8,900
MISCELLANEOUS
Berti TA-220 Offset Flail Mower. ............................... $4,500

PIERZ

TRACTORS
NH TV140, Loader, New Tires ................................ $57,500
NH TD5050, Cab, FWA, Loader ................................Just In!
NH Boomer 35, Loader, FWA, Hydrostatic,
BA-19-1B-MT

3/4 mile South of I-94 on Hwy. 71 in Sauk Centre.

PIERZ

TRACTORS
NH TS6.120 & TS6.140 .......................................... In Stock!
NH T4.75 Powerstar, Cab, Loader ......................... In Stock!
NH Boomer 37 & 47 with Loaders .......................... In Stock!
NH Boomer 37 Cab and 47 Cab Models ................ In Stock!
NH Workmaster 33 with Loader ............................. In Stock!
NH T4.100, Cab, Loader, 12x12 Pwr Shuttle ......... In Stock!
NH T6.180 Plus, T7.230 Classic ............................ In Stock!
SKID LOADERS
NH L218, L220, L228, L230, C238 ......................... In Stock!
HAY TOOLS
NH SpeedRower 220 & 260 ................................... In Stock!
NH H7220 & H7330 Discbines ............................... In Stock!
NH H5420 Merger, 9’ with 4’ Ext. ........................... In Stock!
NH ProCart 819 and 1022 Rakes ........................... In Stock!
NH Dura-Vee 1225 & 1428 Rakes ......................... In Stock!
Kemco Inline Bale Wrappers .................................. In Stock!
NH H7230 & DB313R Discbines ............................ In Stock!
BALERS
NH RB450, RB460, RB560 .................................... In Stock!
NH BC5070 Small Sq, 72 Thrower ......................... In Stock!
TILLAGE
Salford I-4124, HD Vert. Tillage, 24’ ....................... In Stock!
GRAIN HANDLING
Westfield MKX130-74 ............................................. In Stock!
Parker 605 Gravity Box .......................................... In Stock!
FORAGE
NH FP240, Crop Proc., Tandems........................... In Stock!
MANURE SPREADERS
NH M2080, 185, 195 Spreaders ............................. In Stock!
MISCELLANEOUS
Messer Attachments and Rock Wagons ................ In Stock!

BA29-1B-JW

1 Remote, R4 Tires ............................................. $19,250
Ford 8670, Super Steer, 540/1000 .......................... $54,900
Ford 860, 5 Speed, Gas, Must See ...........................Just In!
SKID LOADERS
NH L230, Cab, Heat, A/C, Perf Pkg ........................ $34,500
NH L225, Cab, Heat, AC ......................................... $31,500
NH L175, Cab, Heat, A/C ........................................ $21,000
NH LS170, Cab, Heat, Hyd. Q-Tach ....................... $19,700
HAY TOOLS
NH H7450, 13’ Discbine, Shear Hubs,
Drawbar Swivel.................................................... $23,000
(2) NH 1475, 14’ Haybines ...................... Starting at $5,500
NH 499 Haybine ........................................................Just In!
NH 499, 12’ Haybine, 540 PTO ................................. $6,700
JD 820, 9’9” Cut, 5 Bat Reel ...................................... $9,900
BALERS
(2) NH BR7090s ..................................... Starting at $27,000
NH BR780, Auto-Wrap, Standard Pickup ................. Just In!
NH BR780, Net/Twine, Bale Command ................. $17,500
NH BR740a, Auto-Wrap, Wide P/U, Monitor ........... $15,400
NH 660, Twine, 540 PTO .......................................... $8,800
NH 644, Auto Wrap, Wide Pickup .............................Just In!
NH 640, Auto-Wrap, Wide P/U ..................................Just In!
Vermeer 605J, 5x6 Bale ............................................ $5,600
Vermeer 5500 Rebel, Accu-Tie .................................Just In!
JD 327, 30 Thrower, 540 PTO................................... $3,900
JD 547, Twine............................................................Just In!
TILLAGE
Krause 8200, 25’ Disc, Cush. Gang ........................ $35,500
GRAIN HANDLING
Sudenga 8”x61’, 540 PTO Drive................................ $2,900
FORAGE
NH FP230, 27P HH, 3PN CH, KP ........................... $25,500
Miller Pro 5200, 16’ Rear, 12T Tandem .................... $7,800
NH 824 Corn Head, 38”, FP Adapter......................... $4,500
Gehl 750, 2 Row Wide Corn Head ............................ $1,800
MANURE SPREADERS
NH 155, Splash Guard, New Tire .............................. $7,900
MISCELLANEOUS
NH 918 Flail Mower ................................................... $2,600
Allied 595 Loader, Fits AC 180-200 Series ............... $3,850
Grouser Skid loader tracks ............................................ Call!
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Malikowskis encourage
grandchildren in life, farming

DIRTWORKS
2000
INC

by ANDREA BORGERDING
STAFF WRITER

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL EXCAVATION
• Site grading
• Ditch excavating
• Road/driveway construction
• Clearing/grubbing land
• Demolition
• Construct building pads
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

320-259-4900

SAUK RAPIDS, MN
Dirtworks2000.com

Dirtworks2000 Inc.
BA28-1B-TV

MICHELIN AG TIRE
Rebates
up to

$

140
per
err tire
tire
e

Ends Sept. 30, 2016
MICHELIN® and Kleber® Agricultural Radial Tires.
MICHELIN® Compact Line Tires, except BIBSTEEL ALL
TERRAIN® and BIBSTEEL HARD SURFACE®
Michelin AG and Compact Line Tires invoiced in
May, June, July, August & September 2016.

DALE’S FARM
REPAIR INC.
ON-FARM TIRE SERVICE
Dale Saehr - Owner
Hwy. 25 between Pierz & Genola

320-468-6886

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-Noon

Cash rewards to U.S. End-Users: End-users are eligible to earn the following rebates per tire
invoiced during the period outlined above and purchased through authorized Michelin Dealers.
Method of payment will be via MasterCard Prepaid Card. All claims must be submitted by October
31, 2016. All qualified end-users must be 18 years of age or older to participate. National Accounts, Wholesale, Retail, Associate and Implement Dealers are not eligible to claim rebates. Furthermore, OE changeovers are excluded and may not be used in conjunction with this campaign. BA28-1B-JW

Bill Molitor
RE/Max Results Commercial
3950 3rd Avenue N.
St. Cloud, MN 56303

Ph. 320-251-2200
Cell: 320-249-2156

BA23-tfn-TV

Full Service
Commercial
Realtor
Awarded Certificate of Exchange Agent
by Starker Services, Inc. as an
expert in tax deferred,
Section 1031 exchanges.

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

SPECIALIZING IN:
• Septic Tank Pumping & Cleaning
• Holding Tank Pumping
• Cesspool Pumping & Cleaning
• Commercial Food Grade Grease
Trap Cleaning
• Lift Pump Service & Replacement
• High Pressure Line Jetting
& Thawing

• Tank Maintenance
• Sand Trap Cleaning
• Car Wash Pit Pumping
• Sludge Hauling
• Storm Drain Cleaning
• Sewer Cleaning

Serving the counties of: Benton, Morrison,
Sherburne, Stearns & NW Wright

320-393-2123
320-252-9916

Fiedler Pu

mping

Only one co
upon per re
calendar ye
sident per
ar. Coupon
expires 7/21
/2016

www.FiedlerPumping.com
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SAUK RAPIDS – Kathy
Malikowski feels lucky every day. She knows not every grandparent can have
what she has.
“Not everyone gets to
see their grandkids every
day,” Malikowski said. “I
see mine every day. I see
them when they get off
the bus and I help them do
homework.”
Malikowski, and husband, Kevin, own and operate a 30-cow dairy farm
east of Sauk Rapids. The
Malikowski’s invite their
grandchildren over to their
farm every day to live, work,
learn and embody life on a
farm.
Four grandchildren –
siblings Riley Kipka, 12
and Aleaya Kipka, 8, and
Dominic Malikowski, 8 and
Makayla Benc, 8 – are with
the Malikowskis every day
from 6 a.m. until after evening chores. Sometimes they
stay overnight.
“They all have bedrooms here,” Malikowski
said. “They are up every
morning with me.”
The four grandchildren
live near the Malikowski
farm. Vickie Kipka and her
husband, Ambrose, and Karl
Malikowski and his wife,
Marie, all work full-time
jobs. Kathy and Kevin are
happy to help care for their
grandchildren. For the past
two years, the grandchildren
have been a huge help to the
Malikowski’s farm. Kevin
injured his arm two years
ago and has been enduring
surgeries and therapy.
“The kids are up every
morning at 6 a.m. to help me
with chores,” Malikowski
said.
Riley drives the skidloader to help feed animals
and helps with milking.
Aleaya helps bed and feed
calves and helps with milking. Dominic beds the calves
and cows, limes walkways,
cleans mangers, and helps
fill wheelbarrows with feed.
Makayla beds and feeds
calves and for evening, is a
main helper for milking.
“We have it down to
where we get morning
chores done by 8:30 or 9,”
Malikowski said. “Then we
have breakfast and the kids
get to pick what we have –
eggs, pancakes, waffles or
cereal.”
By late morning, Malikowski is helping the children work with their animals
for 4-H projects.
“We’ve been working
animals a lot,” Malikowski
said. “For the next month,
they’ll be busy – cleaning,
shaving, clipping and feeding – getting ready for the
county fair.”
Going through her daily
routine on the farm, Malikowski said she guides her
grandchildren in a similar
routine to what she provided
their own four children. The
Malikowski’s like to provide
a structured daily routine to
help the kids learn responsibility as well as keep them
safe.
“They know what is allowable and what is not,”

PHOTOS BY MARK KLAPHAKE

Kevin and Kathy Malikowski’s grandchildren (from left) – Riley Kipka, Aleaya Kipka, Dominic Malikowski and Makayla Benc – help on the Malikowski’s 30-cow dairy farm near Sauk
Rapids during the summer.

Kathy Malikowski enjoys and appreciates the help she receives from her grandchildren not only during the summer,
but all year long.

Malikowski said. “Riley will
tell you what can hurt you –
he knows not to go around
the PTO shaft, not to stand
behind tractors. I don’t expect more from them than
what they are capable of doing.”
Not only are the children
learning the daily operation
of a farm they are also learning about the cycle of life.
“With farming, children
learn about responsibility,”
Malikowski said. “They
know animals are bought
and sold, they know animals die. They’ve been there
when calves are born dead
out of their favorite animal.
It’s a part of life and they understand it.”
Malikowski said Riley especially is learning a
greater responsibility when
it comes to farming.
“If he sees a feed bunk
empty, he’ll go fill it. If he
sees something that needs to
be done, he’ll come tell me,”
Malikowski said.
Malikowski said she is
not overwhelmed with caring for her grandchildren
while farming.
“These kids have been
raised in it,” Malikowski
said. “And, I’m generally
not the only one here. At
times, I have my sons, my
daughter and daughters-inlaw here too.”

Most days, Malikowskis’ four children will be
around the farm helping
with projects while Kevin is
recovering.
Malikowski
knows
farming would not be the
same if her grandchildren
weren’t around to experience it with it her. Likewise,
she knows she can offer her
grandchildren life lessons
they cannot receive elsewhere.
“I have found, when you
have a positive attitude on
them, they come back with
a positive attitude,” Malikowski said. “I want them
to understand that farming
at this time is not really a
moneymaking proposition.
But, they also understand,
on your good years you can
make money.”
Malikowski has also
found herself helping with
homework. Something she
said she has learned more
about in the past three years
than she did with her own
children.
But, Malikowski values
that time with her grandchildren.
“You find out what’s
happening at school,” Malikowski said. “The kids are
very informative and they
want you to know what’s going on.”
And when it comes to

the cows, the kids often drop
their school bags to head out
to the barn right away to see
if any cow is ready to calve.
“They can pick the cows out
and they’re usually right,”
Malikowski said.
Malikowski knows it
can’t all be work on the
farm. During the summer
the grandchildren enjoy fishing with grandpa, and taking
time at the neighbor’s swimming pool is usually on the
schedule.
“The kids will go and
help the neighbor with yard
work or whatever else she
needs done before they
are allowed to swim,” Malikowski said. It is important
for them to lend a helping
hand if there are things they
can help with, as the neighbor typically allows them to
go swimming if she is home
and an adult is able to come
down with them.
Along with working
with 4-H animals, the kids
also raise rabbits, chickens
and soon, goats – for fun.
The Malikowskis feel
they have found the right
mix of work and fun for the
grandchildren. So much so
that all four of the kids said
they enjoy being at grandpa
and grandma’s farm.
“It’s fun to be outside
and run around,” Riley said.
“I don’t want to be in the
city where you don’t have as
much space.”
Aleaya and Makayla
said they both enjoy helping Grandma milk cows and
Dominic said he also likes to
do chores.
“It’s hard and challenging,” Dominic said.
All four of the grandkids
said they would like to be a
farmer some day – just like
Grandma and Grandpa.
Something Malikowski
does not mind – if it means
getting to see her grandchildren every day.
“I don’t think farming
would be as much fun if they
didn’t come out every day,”
Malikowski said.

BA23-TFN-B-TV

Jeremy’s QUALITY CONCRETE
• Poured Foundations & Walls • Poured Floors
• Concrete Driveways • All Concrete Jobs
• Stamped & Decorative Concrete Work

(BA)-23-tfnB-TV

Free Estimates

Serving Your Seed,
Application, Fertilizer,
Precision, and
AgChem Needs.

#1 Local Real Estate
Company in Customer Service

Call Jeremy at (320) 292-0352

Family Owned & Operated
for 38 Years
50+ Years of
Combined Experience

Stop in or give us a call
for more information!
Sales & Installation of HiTensile Fence

BA28-1B-BT

16250 HWY 10 NW
Royalton, MN
(320) 584-5520

Call for a FREE Home
Price Analysis!
- Now Hiring -

ELECTRIC • WOVEN • RAIL

(320) 594-2228 or (320) 360-6308
Steven Martin • Browerville, MN
The Right Fence... Built RIGHT

BA28-1B-JW

Kyle Haller, Owner
320.266.4567

Roger Haller, Broker
320.267.8066

Offices in Becker & Sauk Rapids
320.255.1911 - www.hallerrealtyhomes.com
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PUBLICBENTON
NOTICES
COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
JUNE 21, 2016
The Benton County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on June 21, 2016 in the
Benton County Board Room in Foley, MN with Commissioners Ed Popp, Spencer Buerkle, Warren
Peschl, Jim McMahon and Jake Bauerly present. Call to order by Chair Buerkle was at 9:00 a.m.
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.
Peschl/Bauerly unanimous to approve the amended agenda: delete the two items under the
County Engineer.
No one was present to speak under Open Forum.
Popp/McMahon to approve the Consent Agenda: 1) approve the Regular Meeting Minutes
of June 7, 2016 as written; 2) accept and file Committee of the Whole Minutes of June 2, 2016 as
written; 3) approve Joint Powers Agreement between the State of Minnesota Secretary of State
and Benton County for the State Primary and State General Election Recounts Agreements, and
authorize the Chair to sign; 4) approve Application for MN Lawful Gambling Exempt Permit—
Central MN Chapter of the MN Deer Hunters Association--to hold a raffle at Henry’s Banquet
Center on September 13, 2016; 5) approve Maintenance Contract with GeoComm and authorize
the Chair to sign; 6) approve Joint Powers Agreement between Benton County, the City of Sauk
Rapids, the City of Foley, and the City of Rice for a shared Records Management System, and
authorize the Chair to sign; and 7) approve Access Agreement between Benton County and Jason
Tomporowski, and authorize the Chair to sign. Motion carried with Peschl, Buerkle, Popp and
McMahon voting aye and Bauerly abstaining from the vote.
Karri Thorsten, Auditor-Treasurer, explained that Bill and Sandy Henry were issued a license
from 2006-2015 for an Outdoor Music Concert and Camping License; this event is under the new
management of Central MN Jam Partners. Central MN Jam Partners is requesting approval of a
Large Exhibition License for this year’s event (Halfway Jam) which will be July 28th through 30th.
Thorsten stated that 7,000 people are expected to attend (an increase from prior year’s estimate of
4,000 people). It was noted that the application process is quite extensive; the ordinance requires
an inspection at least 24 hours prior to the scheduled commencement of the exhibition. Popp/
McMahon unanimous to approve the Large Exhibition License for Central MN Jam Partners,
contingent upon meeting final ordinance requirements.
Thorsten reported that SeaChange Print Innovations (formerly Synergy) assists Benton County
with elections, including ballot layout and programming voting machine cards; Benton County has
worked with this company to assist in the election process for many years. She explained that the
contract costs will depend on the number of races, number of ballots needed, etc. Referring to the
liability issue as noted in the memo of Assistant County Attorney, Michelle Meyer, McMahon
asked if Benton County is the only county that SeaChange contracts with that seeks the $1.5 million
insurance coverage (as opposed to the $1 million of coverage that SeaChange has). Thorsten stated
her understanding that the other counties are not requiring the increased liability limits; SeaChange
states that, to do so, the added cost of the increased liability limits would be passed on to Benton
County. McMahon suggested that the topic of whether or not Benton County should require the
$1.5 million insurance coverage (the amount of the tort liability cap) for indemnification purposes,
as the overall county standard for consistency, should be discussed at a Committee of the Whole.
Meyer noted that the previous version of this contract did contain the higher liability limits (was
negotiated into the contract); the Board should balance the risk versus the cost. Bauerly commented
that this is a reputable firm and they contract with other counties. Peschl/Bauerly unanimous to
approve the contract with SeaChange Print Innovations and authorize the Chair to sign.
Sheriff’s Office update: 1) Records Management System conversion; 2) Strategic Planning
Process; 3) Police Activities Week Program; 4) Hosting ATV Safety Course on August 21st; 5)
Water Patrol update; 6) Deployment of Automatic License Plate Reader; 7) GeoComm project—
generates three-dimensional indoor maps of large buildings, i.e. schools—system is designed to
geo-locate persons needing assistance within a matter of feet in larger buildings, with the hope that
it will save lives by reducing response time; hope to deploy by late summer/early fall; and 8) theft
continues to be the most prevalent crime trend.
Monty Headley, County Administrator, reported that the County formerly had a space needs
committee that included two County Board members; that committee examined options for
addressing space shortages that were occurring approximately eight years ago. Headley stated
that, with the recession, hiring freezes and position eliminations, the space shortage issue was
temporarily resolved; however, staffing growth, primarily in Human Services, has brought the space
issue to the forefront again. He recommended, in order to study this issue more systematically and
comprehensively, that the County space needs committee be re-formed, to again include two Board
members; other committee members could include department heads, Property Management,
Courts Administration, and others having an interest in the space needs issue. Bauerly noted that
“…things are changing…brick and mortar isn’t what it used to be (more employees are working
from home)…” Headley agreed that any, and all, options should be explored to address space over
the long term. Popp/Bauerly unanimous to appoint Commissioners Peschl and McMahon to a
space needs committee.
Headley explained that representatives from Benton, Sherburne, Stearns and Wright Counties
have proposed a collaborative effort to update a study known as a Comprehensive Economic
Development Strategies, or CEDS. He pointed out that the original CEDS was created by the
former St. Cloud Area Economic Development Partnership; in recent years, the CEDS has been
updated by the East Central Regional Development Commission in Mora. Headley stated that,
under the new plan, Central MN Jobs and Training in Monticello would assume responsibility for
updating the CEDS and helping cities and counties in the four-county area apply for federal grants
made possible by having a CEDS in place. He presented two versions of a resolution for Board
consideration—the resolution with a Year 1 Benton County cost of $3,138 allocates costs among
the four counties based on proportionate county population (local match to a Federal EDA grant to
fund a position at the Workforce Center in Monticello); the resolution with a Year 1 Benton County
cost of $8,250 allocates costs equally among the four counties. Headley noted that Stearns and
Sherburne Counties have both adopted the “equal shares” resolution. He noted that it is more likely
that a city would be a recipient of a grant because of the typical things that cities do, i.e. water/
wastewater treatment systems, industrial park development. Popp stated his understanding upon
leaving the May 11th meeting in Monticello was that the funding was going to be population-based.
Buerkle stated his belief that the other counties may feel that, because of all the restrictions placed
on receiving these grants, it may eliminate some of grant opportunities for their cities. Following
brief discussion, Bauerly/Popp unanimous to adopt Resolution 2016-#19, committing funding,
based on proportionate county population, for three years to update and maintain a Comprehensive
Economic Development Strategies hosted by Central MN Jobs and Training, and authorize the
Chair to sign.
The Regular County Board meeting was recessed at 9:34 a.m. to conduct a Human Services
Board meeting.
The Regular County Board meeting was reconvened at 9:37 a.m.
A public hearing to consider Ordinance #455, amending the Benton County Development
Code Ordinance, to allow “Solar Energy Systems” within the Benton County Development Code,
was opened at 9:38 a.m. Joe Janish, Department of Development Director, explained that the
County Board, as a whole, had previously opposed this ordinance due to concerns related to the
urban growth areas; discussion was held at a subsequent Committee of the Whole related to what
options communities have for zoning control within those urban growth areas, i.e. joint planning
board, orderly annexation agreement. Janish noted that the Planning Commission conducted a
second public hearing on May 26 and again provided a positive recommendation for the proposed
ordinance. He stated the ordinance amendment would allow for larger solar projects to be an Interim
Use Permit in the Agricultural and Rural Agricultural zoned districts (for a minimum of 25 years)
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and also allow for accessory solar energy systems for onsite use only, in many zoning districts.
Janish indicated that a representative from the Gilmanton Township Board was present at the
Planning Commission public hearing to endorse the proposed ordinance. Speaking in support of the
proposed ordinance was Ralph Kaehler with Novel Energy Solutions (22913 County Road 39, St.
Charles, MN). Kaehler stated that his company is a developer of solar projects, focused primarily
in rural areas; they view solar as the ultimate conservation project—it keeps the land in agriculture
and the local community has the opportunity to save money on “Minnesota generated” electricity
rather than importing electricity. Also speaking in support was Andrew Catania, Geronimo Energy
(7650 Edinborough Way, Edina, MN) who stated his agreement with Ralph Kaehler’s comments.
No one else spoke in support or in opposition, the public hearing was closed at 9:47 a.m. McMahon
inquired if a future orderly annexation agreement would “trump” the county ordinance. Janish stated
his belief that it would depend on when actions occur—i.e., has the application been processed
by the County? Was a permit issued and construction already started? Peschl inquired about any
issues with stray voltage and solar gardens; Kaehler and Catania noted no issues, pointing out that
the equipment must be built to high standards/regulations. Buerkle inquired of the mandate for
counties with regard to alternative energy. Janish stated he was not aware of any legal requirement
as it’s not a protected use; the ordinance wouldn’t contain a maximum limit for alternative energy
sources-it would depend on the number of property owners allowing the solar developers to install
these systems. Greg Froelke with Novel Energy Solutions (24360 – 33rd Avenue, St. Augusta,
MN) stated there are a finite number of these projects that can be built because of line capacity and
substation capacity (unless Xcel Energy decides to expand). Bauerly pointed out that both the State
and Federal government have set goals for renewable energy, stating “it’s our duty to provide space
and opportunity to do this…also for economic development…also the savings the county and cities
can achieve in their electric bills as a result…I don’t’ see any downside…” Buerkle commented
“…I’m very skeptical…Stearns and Wright Counties went ahead and adopted these ordinances
and then had to “walk them back” because they had all sorts of issues that they never thought
of…Stearns County “walked theirs back” and put it to a study commission…Wright County put
on a moratorium for six months until they got through these issues…I think it would be a good
idea for us to hold off on this and do it right…let the Association of MN Counties research this
further…” Buerkle also questioned how many acres of agricultural land would be consumed by
solar energy systems statewide. Kaehler stated his estimate of about 2,000 acres out of 7 million
acres, some of which is very marginal crop ground. Froelke indicated that solar energy systems
are a very non-intrusive use of land and it’s a benefit for farmers; a very small percentage of land
in the county would be used. Bauerly inquired of the cities and townships’ ability to restrict solar
energy systems on their own if the county were to pass this ordinance. Michelle Meyer, County
Attorney, indicated that those entities would have to take over jurisdiction, i.e. adopt their own
zoning and planning. Janish reiterated that the proposed ordinance would only allow for larger
solar projects in the Agricultural and Rural Agricultural zoned districts. Popp stated his concern
that, some years down the road, the amount of acreage on which the solar energy systems are
contained will no longer be suitable and the solar developers will desire to move on to larger sites;
he asked of any provisions in the ordinance for removal of these systems should that happen.
Janish confirmed that the ordinance does contain requirements for a decommissioning plan to
ensure that these facilities are properly removed after their useful life. Froelke noted that he is part
of a solar working group with Wright and Stearns Counties; he felt that, initially, it was basically
a lack of information that led to their misgivings about solar farms. McMahon inquired as to any
screening requirements in the ordinance. Janish pointed out that each site might need something
different for screening; the Planning Commission would analyze each application as part of their
process. Motion by McMahon to approve Ordinance #455 to allow “Solar Energy Systems” within
the Benton County Development Code, and authorize the Chair to sign. Second by Peschl. Motion
carried with McMahon, Popp and Peschl voting aye, Buerkle voting nay, and Bauerly abstaining
from the vote.
Jim Whitcomb, Property Manager, reported that the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
sampled for petroleum contamination in January 2015 and September 2015 near the old Benton
County Highway Building; this was the location of a petroleum leak that had previously been
considered closed. Whitcomb noted that this sampling provided data indicating contamination
of the air contained in the soil on this property that requires further investigation; the MPCA is
requesting that Benton County complete an additional investigation to determine the need for
corrective action, to include sub-slab vapor sampling. He stated that proposals were received from
three firms who are registered as consultants with Petrofund (The Petroleum Tank Release Cleanup
Fund which will provide financial assistance up to 90 percent of the costs). Whitcomb indicated
that Millsop Associates provided the lowest cost proposal at $3,350; however, their proposal only
has liability insurance in the amount of $1 million dollars—if they were to increase their insurance
coverage to $1.5 million as requested by the County for indemnification purposes (to match the
County’s tort liability cap amounts), they would charge the county an additional $2,000. Whitcomb
noted that the Petrofund requires insurance in the amount of $1 million; Millsop Associates has
not been asked to provide coverage over $1 million by other entities they have done business
with. Bauerly/Peschl to approve the Agreement for Site Investigation of Petroleum Release with
Millsop Associates, Inc. with liability in the amount of $1 million, and authorize the Chair to sign.
McMahon restated the need for the Board to have further discussion, at a Committee of the Whole,
on whether the county is going to require insurance in the amount of $1 million or $1.5 million as
a matter of general county policy. Motion carried with Bauerly, Peschl, Buerkle and Popp voting
aye and McMahon voting nay.
Headley explained that counties are permitted under MN Statutes to use the services of a
private Certified Public Accounting firm for their financial statement audits beginning with the
2017 audits; notice must be provided to the Office of State Auditor by August 1st of even numbered
years. He noted that, if a County elects to use a private CPA firm, it must do so for at least two
consecutive years. Headley stated his intent to do an RFP for CPA services to seek the best pricing
of a qualified CPA firm. Popp/Bauerly unanimous to authorize the Board Chair to sign a letter to
the State Auditor indicating Benton County’s intent to use a private CPA firm starting with its 2017
financial statement audit.
Board members reported on recent meetings they attended on behalf of the county.
Under Commissioner Concerns, Popp urged caution with regard to “separation of church and
state” as related to park dedication funds. He also referenced a call he received inquiring about
tarring County Road 41.
Peschl/Bauerly unanimous to set Committees of the Whole: July 21, Economic Development
Partnership organizational meeting.
McMahon/Peschl unanimous to adjourn at 10:38 a.m.
Spencer C. Buerkle, Chair
Benton County Board of
Commissioners
ATTEST:
Montgomery Headley
Benton County Administrator
R-28-1B

Kevin
Territory Manager
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Full-service janitorial contractor for any
facility - ofÄce buildings, manufacturing
plants retail stores, warehouses, medical
& dental clinics, schools & churches

Cell: 320-250-9047
OfÄce: 952-988-8575

36497 230th Ave • Albany, MN 56307

www.mnservices.net

Standing By Our Service and Serving Central MN for Over 35 Years

INNOVATIVE • DURABLE • PERFORMANCE

“Remember, if you’re going to be HAULIN you need
to be CALLIN, Midsota Manufacturing in Avon!”
CHECK OUT OUR
INVENTORY:
www.midsotatrailersales
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Wagons
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Trailers
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Check stored grain
age at summer temperatures.
The maximum recommended
moisture for long-term storage
is about 13.5 percent for wheat,
12 percent for barley, 13.5
percent for corn, 11 percent
for soybeans, 8 percent for oil
sunflowers and 10 percent for
confectionary sunflowers. This
is drier than market standards,
but important for safe summer
storage.
Measure and record the
stored grain temperature at several locations near the top surface, along the walls and within
the stored grain. Temperature
sensors are an excellent tool
when monitoring stored grain,
but remember that they only
measure the temperature of the
grain next to the sensor. Because grain is a good insulator,
the grain temperature may be
much different just a few feet
from the sensor. Increasing
grain temperature may be an
indicator of an insect infestation or mold growth.
Mold growth and insect infestations occur rapidly at summer temperatures, so stored
grain should be checked every
two weeks. A few insects can
turn into a major infestation in
less than a month. Using insect
traps or placing grain samples
on white material helps you
look for insects.
BA28-1B-TV

Real field
experience

Free Estimates
ates • Free Delivery
Locally Owned and Operated

• Residential • Agricultural • Light Commercial • Drafting
St. Martin, MN • www.lifestylelumber.com • 320-548-3459 • 800-699-9774
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Serving rural Benton County,
Morrison, Mille Lacs &
Kanabec counties.

Plus

Visit any of our

FOUR locations

for all your farm needs...
SPECIALS FOR JULY
Sunrise
Bale of Twine
Ag is
per
paying out $ 00
bale
$
with the purchase of 10 or more!
404,080
Baler Twine Selection • 20000 Big Ball Plastic

1 OFF

10% OFF
Fly Sprays

• Tools, Chain & Hardware • Pet Foods • Custom Feed Blending
• Gravely Lawn Equipment Sales & Service • Chainsaws, Blowers & Trimmers
• Small Engine Service & Repair • DOT Truck Inspections • Electric Motor Service
• And much, much more to help you succeed!

LENDER

Products You Can Count On!
Order feed from our website!

FMPierz.com

PIERZ, MN
320-468-2168

LASTRUP, MN
320-468-2543

BUCKMAN, MN
320-468-6433

NMLS #528169

Tandem
Bale Racks

• Heavy Duty
• All Steel Construction
• Guaranteed To Trail
• 10’x30’ bed

LITTLE ROCK, MN
320-584-5147

Dump
Trailers

• Single or double axle
• Double acting hydraulic
dump
• Priced competitively

Wagons

• Professional welding
• Proven reliability
• Extended reach availble
for easy connection
• Variety of sizes

Land
Rollers

video at
www.harmsmfg.com
• 15-62’ sizes
• Wing steering

HARMS MFG., INC.
14451 430TH ST. • BERTHA, MN 56437 •

218-924-4522 • www.harmsmfg.com

2016
Chevrolet Silverado
1500

The most dependable, long-lasting full-size pickups on the road!

Lease or Buy Today

LOW, LOW
LEASE
RATES!
Drive it Home
Today!
211 Glen Street • Foley, MN 56329

Sales: (320) 968-3087
Service: (320) 968-3090

BA19-1B-JW

www.sunriseagcoop.com

BAP-28-1B-JW

• Heavy Duty
• Double acting hydraulic lift
• 10’x24’ & 10’x30’ Bed
• 8 Bolt Hubs

Call
Randy,
Derek,
or Cody
Today!

from our creamery
• 20000 2 Small Ball Plastic
• 16000 Sisal • 9000 Plastic • 9000 Sisal
division back equities
• 7200 Plastic • 4000 Big Square Plastic
6 months earlier to
help farmers during
these low priced times!
We thank you for
on
your loyalty and
all
trust and look
Dairy Áy Bomb 55Z
forward to
Dairy Fogger LD 44Z
serving as we
move forward.
• Cheese • Milk • Ice Cream • Feeds, Seeds & Fertilizers • Dairy Production Products

With the mud on
our boots to prove it

Big Bale
Dump Racks

Let us help you
customize your farm

320-968-6239 or 888-868-6239
Open Monday-Friday 8-6 • Sat 8-2

BA28-1B-JF

Dr. Kenneth Hellevang, ing the aeration fan about evNorth Dakota State University, ery three weeks during a cool
wrote recently to encourage early morning. Using positivefarmers with stored grain to do pressure aeration to push air
what they can to keep stored up through the grain enables
grain cool and dry during the the cool grain in the bottom of
the bin to cool the air,
summer. Here’s what
which then cools the
Hellevang has to ofgrain near the top of
fer. Check grain regthe bin.
ularly and consider
Run the fan only
your opportunities.
long enough to cool
Keeping
the
the grain near the top
grain as cool as possurface. That may resible should be the
goal of spring and By Dan Martens quire running the fan
for a few hours during
summer grain storUniversity of
a cool, dry morning
age. Allowing grain
MN Extension
for a couple of days.
to warm to average
Running the fan more
outdoor air temperatures during the summer can than necessary will warm more
lead to insect infestations and grain at the bottom of the bin,
mold growth. The optimum increasing the potential for
grain temperature for insect storage problems.
If the air dew point is
activity is about 70 to 90 degrees. Reducing grain temper- warmer than the grain temperaatures below 70 degrees will ture or if the air relative humidlessen insect reproduction and ity is high, some moisture will
activity, and lowering grain condense onto the grain durtemperatures below 60 degrees ing fan operation. Condensing
will greatly reduce insect ac- moisture releases heat that will
warm the air slightly, reductivity.
Warm air also holds more ing the effectiveness of aeramoisture and could increase tion and increasing warming of
the moisture content of the grain at the bottom of the bin.
grain slightly. Aeration fans Therefore, selecting mornings
should be covered to prevent when the air is cool and dry is
wind and a natural chimney important.
Make sure grain moisture
effect from warming the grain.
Wind blowing into uncovered content is dry enough for storfans or ducts will move air
through the grain in a way that
is similar to operating an aeration fan.
Solar energy on the bin
roof heats the air above the
grain. Convection currents in
the grain flow up along the bin
wall and down into the grain
near the top middle of the bin,
drawing this heated air into the
grain. Ventilating the space
between the grain and the bin
roof can reduce the amount
that the grain near the top of
the bin is warmed.
Natural ventilation to cool
this space can occur if the bin
has openings near the eave and
peak; these openings work like
the vents in an attic of a building. The heated air rises and
exits near the peak, drawing in
cooler air near the eave. This
natural ventilation will not occur unless the bin has adequate
Sauk Rapids
openings at the eave and peak.
1301 2nd St. N.
Roof exhaust fans controlled
320.252.5121
by a thermostat also can be
used to draw the heated air out
of the bin if openings are availPierz
able to allow air into the area
80 Main St. N.
above the grain.
320.468.6422
Cool grain in the upper
portion of the bin by operat-

BA25-tfnB-TV
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