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SUNDAY, MAY 1, 2:00-4:00 PM

Dear Chris…
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Sharon Speaks
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Monthly News

2-6

Birthdays/Anniversaries 6

Past years have been such a success and very therapeutic for the students
preparing for Final exams. It is a simple gathering and a great chance to share with
the students. We will be serving cookies and lemonade while mingling with the
students and pups. What you need to do: Mark your calendars and bring your dogs!
Let the church office know if you plan to participate!

Living and Learning—Gardening with Connie Martin
We will plan to meet on Sunday, May 22 at 6:30 pm with
Connie Martin who will speak with us about flowers and plants. We will
plan to meet in persona and online. Details will be in the bulletin and
on emails! Keep a look out for those details.

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3AXKEC3G1I1B7?ref_=wl_share
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Easter and Beyond
Like the feeling of Easter
that literally changes the world, we
know that it is our believing and our
actions after Easter that allow us to
see the reality of Easter. The Disciples
moved beyond Easter morning creating a movement that showed that
Jesus was the Christ by their acts of healing, love, and the passing on
the message of all Christ has done and continues to do for us. The
Church ultimately rises out of this moment and our “being Church”
even today is a testimony to being the resurrected body of Christ is
all that we do.
So, what have we done?
Well, this space cannot contain all that is being done, but
we can declare that there is so much! Lives are being touched daily,
our own sense of self and how we live each day is the Easter Spirit
and Church at work. Specifically, and more narrowly assessing this
year so far as Elon Community Church, a lot is already happening and
still more to come! We are realizing that coming out of this more
than 2 year Pandemic experience continues to strongly influence the
things we are doing and what we are able to do. With that said, we
continue to transform from being an analog church to a hybrid cyber
community that re defines what it is to be church here in Elon. We
have found that wanting to do a thing isn’t as easy as just wanting

The Torch

to do it! Refugee resettlement is a top priority for this church right
now, but we need to build the infrastructure to make that happen
(SEE ARTICLE ABOUT REFUGEES).
Since January as we have built to Easter Season, our boards
and committees are literally structuring in new ways and building
ways to work in the new normal, and the reality that our leaders are
changing. Our staffing models are going through an evaluation to see
what we must do to move into the future able to grow as a church
and be able to be about the ministry we see before us. Also, in
bringing back to life our full engagement of fellowship activities and
programming, we are learning new technologies, setting up ways
forward that feel a bit like moving beyond the Easter experience and
creating what will be.
This may sound pretty wild, but the truth is that we must
find ways to clearly define our role as the people of God in Elon and
understand who we are as we move through the Easter moment and
blooming forth from there. I can say that we are moving at the
speed of love and caring for the very faith we have found at Easter.
Summing it up this year to be “A Just World for all” as our UCC
denomination has coined, we will continue to be Easter people
moving beyond to know that we are being led by a God who has
something in store for us! Keep doing, believing, and growing!
Love,

Randy

Vacation Bible School Passport to Peace
Elon Community Church UCC will host Vacation Bible School along side First Baptist Church of Elon beginning on
Sunday, June 19 with a kick off Pizza Dinner at 5 pm for our children and their families to introduce the theme and the
first story of the Sheep and the Goats—Peacemakers notice the needs of others. From June 20-22 we will meet each evening
from 5:30-8:15 with supper, the theme for the evening, the lesson, and music, then crafts, science and recreation. If you
would like to volunteer, please email Pastor Sharon at wheeler.sharon04@gmail.com. The folks at First Baptist already have
some volunteers on board to help out. Looking forward to this new venture with our churches joining together to make VBS a wonderful
experience for our community.

Senior Pastor’s Bible Study and the Gospel of Luke
9:30 am on Sundays
“Sowing the Gospel”
Luke gives an orderly account of what the Good News derives from, Jesus the Christ. Do you
know the story? Yes and no. by looking specifically at one Gospel, we can truly see the focus and
power of the story through the eyes of an early community and writer. This fascinating study will
continue, and we would love to have you along on the journey. Join us each Sunday in the Fellowship
room and lean some things you may not have known before! See you Sunday!
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Thank you! I would like to thank those in this congregation who remembered me on my birthday. I led the
Women’s Fellowship that day and they treated me like a queen with cards and lunch! Others in the congregation were
also so gracious. Thanks again!
- Pastor Sharon

KICK Group May Meetings 4:45 pm
May 1
May 15

We will meet on May 1 and plan to plant flowers again this year. We had some
success in our flowers growing last year and look forward to making our church
grounds beautiful again!
We will plan to have an End of the Year Party—look for an email with the time
and place of this event!

COOL/EDGE May Meetings 5:30 pm
May 1

Earth Day Celebration—Plant some flowers, pick up trash around the building. Talk about ways we
can be more environmentally friendly. Make thank you notes to those who gave beyond the bake
sale.
May 15 To Be Determined…Look for emails for our plans on May 15.

CALL TO THE CONGREGATION:
WE NEED 4-5 LEADERS FOR REFUGEE TEAM
In order to move forward we need 4-5 interested volunteer leaders to
create our “Refugee Resettlement Team” to coordinate and do the work needed
to be in contact with sending agencies, coordinate the assistance of our Boards,
Committees, and all other volunteers to support a family that we will be assigned
or helping families already present. We have done all the work to get us here,
we now need to take the step to receive a family. If you feel able to be the
point team, we certainly need you and need you now. Simply call or email Randy
or the church office and we will proceed with this exciting next step!

The Heifer Project Update
Thank you for your support of the bake sale and the fundraiser for The Heifer Project. As of
this writing, we have collected $685 for this project. The children and youth of ECC UCC thank you for
your support of this project. We look forward to our meeting on May 1 to select which projects we
would like our money to go to. We definitely want to support sending a girl to school along with
purchasing an animal. We will report next month what we chose! Thanks again for supporting this
project. KICK group and COOL/EDGE group.

Save the Date—Pentecost Picnic—June 5 at the Picnic Pavilion in Joe Davidson Park
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Want to go with Green Church to see Fault Lines: Art and the Environment at the NC Museum of Art?
Through video, photography, sculpture, and mixed media, 14 contemporary artists address urgent environmental issues,
consequences of inaction, and opportunities for sustainable environmental stewardship and restoration. Our group will
leave the church at 9:00 am on Wednesday, May 25. We'll enter the exhibition at 10:30 and have a bring-your-ownlunch picnic afterward. The ticket price is $20.38, and the group will be limited to 15. You can sign up on the insert
in the bulletin or by contacting the church office.

Soaring High Book Club May Meeting
At the May 23 meeting of the Soaring High Book Club, we plan to hold our annual
organizational meeting (No book discussion this month). We will choose books for next year, and
discuss the club's transition to a "team" leadership structure for the coming year. For example,
Lucy Saconn will be in charge of club communications (Her email is lucysaconn@gmail.com).
Contact Lucy for the Zoom link if you would like to participate remotely in our organizational
meeting, which will start at 1:00 pm on Monday, May 23.

Volunteers Needed for Special Music Throughout Summer
As folks may recall, the Chancel Choir does not meet during the summer. Our last Chancel Choir anthem will
be June 12. Stephen is now booking folks to provide special music at Sunday morning services this summer. July 24 is
reserved, but all other Sundays are open. If you play an instrument or sing and would like to volunteer to play/sing
a song at one (or more) of our Sunday morning services, please send Stephen an email (sfutrell@elon.edu) with several possible dates listed in
priority. All are welcome—kids, youth, or adults; solos, duets, etc. Come share your gifts!

Organ Recital Series Follow-Up
A huge thank you goes out to our three outstanding guest organists: Joy Rust, Tom Jones, and Charles Hogan.
The recitals were indeed thrilling and with a wide variety of selections being performed, showed the versatility of our
sanctuary organ. Thanks also to all who attended and all who donated specifically to the Organ Fund. Donations are
ongoing should you be interested. If giving via the church’s secure Realm site, select Organ Fund in the dropdown menu.
Stay tuned for future events.

Women’s Fellowship Meeting in May
The Morning and Evening Circles of the Women's Fellowship will meet together on Monday, May 2, 2022 at 10:30
am in the Fellowship Room Upstairs. Our Senior Pastor, Randy Orwig will lead our study of “Mary in the Faith and Tradition
of the Church.” This is based on scripture from Luke 1:26-56; 2:1-52 and John 2:5; 19:25-27. Another woman, Bathsheba,
the wife of King David, was also listed in Matthew's genealogy as she then became the mother of King Solomon. All the
women of the church are invited to come and be a part of this fellowship which supports the mission of our church
financially and otherwise but also offers the opportunity to become friends with a group of your fellow church members. We
generally follow the program by going to a nearby restaurant for lunch together. We look forward to welcoming all.
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By Tanya Gold, Council Secretary
April 10, 2022
Treasurer’s Report – We are in good financial health. From the summary report, we noted that large payments come out of our checking
account at the end of each financial quarter.
Trustees approved expenditures that will allow the CLC classroom to be used as a “Zoom Room” for continued hybrid or remote programming.
The plan is that hosting an electronic meeting will then be “user friendly” for any group leader! Playground equipment has been painted, and
shrubs along the sides of the sanctuary received a spring haircut.
Deacons continued to brainstorm plans for achieving their assigned five-year goals, especially addressing increasing ECC’s interaction with other
local churches (including minority congregations). Other items addressed at their meeting included putting colored dots on new nametags (to
indicate Deacon Care Groups) and planning for special Easter services.
Board of Christian Education utilized Youth Group helpers to host the annual Easter Egg Hunt for 22 children. They were pleased that many
members of the congregation stayed after church on Palm Sunday to enjoy a hot dog lunch and social time, which was ECC’s first official
(non-catered) meal since Covid! Judy praised her kitchen volunteers for doing a great job, although they were definitely out of practice. The
year VBS may be combined with 1 or 2 other area churches. (This is another effort toward building ties with local congregations – one of our
new goals.)
Missions & Outreach Board is working up a menu of items they would like to see promoted on ECC’s website. From now through May, they are
asking the congregation to donate diapers and feminine products in support of The Dream Center in Greensboro. A Habitat Build is another
opportunity for our congregation to participate in local missions. Our dates are June 11 and June 25 (both are Saturdays). We need 4
volunteers per 3-hour shift. (Times and locations are TBD; Tanya Kline will share details when available.) Habitat is scheduling smaller groups
now, because of Covid.
Board of Evangelism is focusing their efforts on nametags this month, with the goal of having them ready by Easter Sunday. Mindi is planning
toward a “Christmas in July” promotion to encourage the congregation to donate gently used items for the Secondhand Santa Re-Sale next
December. At the “passing of the peace” during worship today, Pastor Randy had invited those present to greet each other “however you are
comfortable.” This initiated a discussion about how to communicate your personal comfort level (from a wave of peace, to elbow bumps, to
handshakes, to hugs).
Children/Youth Ministries – Children in the KICK group met to bake cookies, then held a Bake Sale fundraiser during today’s Hot Dog Lunch to
support the Heifer Project. Their goal is to (1) send a girl to school for a year, and (2) buy an alpaca for a family, or even both! Pastor
Sharon is pleased that so many parents are getting involved in the youth and children’s programs. She hopes the parents will show interest in
attending a new Sunday School class targeted toward them, which could meet while children are attending KICK, bells, or choir. A bowling alley
experience in Greensboro was slightly disappointing, but we don’t have a Burlington location now.
Associate Minister’s Report – Pastor Sharon led the Women’s Fellowship program on Mary the mother of Jesus, organized the Egg Hunt and hot
dog dinner, and set up the Living & Learning yoga class this month. She worked with Elon area ministers to finalize plans for the community
Good Friday and Easter Sunrise services. She also met with area youth ministers in Durham, UCC ministers’ cohort group, and NC Homegrown
Preaching Festival.
Senior Minister’s Report – Pastor Randy thanked all who took part in the Lenten program. The devotional experiences with other churches went
well, and he anticipates joint projects to grow out of those initial visits. ECC committees are “emerging” from Covid! A core group from
Hospitality completely reorganized the CLC kitchen. New volunteer teams are being trained and will start work later this month. Teams include
a “brigade” who will act as in-office receptionists, and a handy crew to do repairs and projects on the building. He reported that the Justice &
Witness group is meeting regularly. Their priorities for 2022 include promoting voting rights and helping people who are dealing with
citizenship issues. A special task force is forming to take responsibility for preparing us to host a refugee family. Green Church committee has
been meeting all along. Earth Sunday is April 24. Farmer’s Market plans to open on Thursday, May 5.

Next Council meeting changed to Sunday, May 15, 2022 after worship in the church library (to avoid conflicting with Mother’s Day)
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Stay Connected
with Elon Alive!
Have
you joined our
private
Facebook group
yet? It’s called Elon Alive! and is invite only for
church members and friends. If you have not
received an invite and would like to participate,
please e-mail the church office at
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com. You must have
a Facebook account in order to be involved. This
is a great place, safe for the whole family to
post pictures and interact with other members
and friends.

Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch
(seen below). You can also go to our website and
click on the FINANCE tab, to set up an account
for regular online giving. Please take into account
that we pay 3% in fees on each donation if paid
with a credit card. Debit cards and checking
accounts are encouraged! If you cannot make an
online payment, checks are welcome to be mailed
to PO Box 625, Elon, NC 27244.
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Usher Schedule
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday

John Henderson and Ralph Waller
Ray and Gayle Pollard
Charlie and Joanne Merical
Bev and Brielle Orwig

Liturgist Schedule
5/1
5/8
5/15
5/22
5/29

Grace Jones
Marisa and Derek Tang
Tom Powell
Bob Martin
Patty Welborn

Deacon On Call
5/1
5/8
5/15
5/22
5/29

Howard Welborn
Manda Stiegel
Russ Martin
Grace Jones
Derek Tang

Altar Flower and Greeter Schedule
May
May
May
May
May

1
8 (Mother’s Day)
15
22
29 (Memorial Day)

Connie Martin
Howard Welborn
Richard Denault
Earl Vickers
Sheala Nicholson
Ashton Oliver
Gale Taylor
Kirstie Doehler
Re Anderson
Bryn Covington
Paul and Maggie Byerly
Kevin and Tanya Kline
Billy and Kathy Futch
Brian Gryniewski
and Michelle Abelson
Jack and Jan Walker

5/1
5/2
5/2
5/3
5/3
5/4
5/8
5/9
5/10
5/11
5/6
5/10
5/11
5/17
5/18

Randy & Bev Orwig
Sonny Jessup
Martha Spann
Connie & Bob Martin
Dolores Truitt

Will Stimpson
Dan Kuhn
Catherine Goodwin
Marion Underhill
William Fisher
Dee Bragg
Carol Lehman
Heidi Danieley
Bob Martin
Nancy Wiley
Wayne and Caroline Holmes
Cody Morris
and Fiamma Lujan
Josh and Monica Nicholson
Bill and Anita Davis
James and Sarah Harmon

5/11
5/12
5/14
5/16
5/19
5/21
5/21
5/22
5/23
5/26
5/19
5/27
5/27
5/30
5/31

Graduation Sunday—June 5

If you have a senior in high school or someone graduating from an institution of higher
learning, please let Pastor Sharon know by emailing at wheeler.sharon04@gmail.com or
texting her at (336)260-9146. Looking forward to honoring our graduates on June 5.

Mailed: 4/28/2022

Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
E-mail: eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com

Torch Articles

Please note that all
submissions are due by the
19th for the upcoming month. Because
of limited space, articles may be edited,
saved for future issues, or omitted.
Thank you for your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com
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