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Approved 2-7-18     

SPECIAL MEETING and STR Public Hearing 
CASCO TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

January 24, 2018 
6 PM 

 
Members Present:  Chairperson Liepe, Dan Fleming, Greg Knisley, Judy Graff and Dave 
Hughes 
Absent: None 
Also Present:  Nathan Mehmed from Williams & Works, Attorney Ron Bultje, Clerk 
Brenner, Supervisor Overhiser, Trustee Macyauski, and approximately 35 interested 
citizens (sign-in sheet Attachment #1). 
Staff Present:  Janet Chambers, Recording Secretary 
 
 
  1.   Review of agenda:                       
    
  2.   Approval of minutes of Special December 20 meeting: A motion by Fleming, 

supported by Hughes to approve minutes of the December 20th meeting.  All in 
favor.  Minutes approved as printed.     

                                                                                      
  3.   Reading of Notice of Public Hearing & call to order: Chairperson Liepe read the   

Notice of the Public Hearing. 
                     
  4.   Review of Proposed Zoning changes: (Attachment #2) 
  
        Chairperson Liepe read through the proposed zoning amendment.   
 

Discussion ensued about the definition of “overnight guests”.  After discussion the 
Planning Commissioners determined they did not need to include “overnight 
guests”, in the definitions because “overnight guests” is not referred to in the 
ordinance. 

 
Knisley questioned why a portable fireplace should be allowed closer than a fire pit.  
After discussion, the 2nd sentence was stricken from Section 3.39 #7.  Fire pit: A fire 
pit shall not be less than 25 feet from any structure or combustible materials. A 
portable outdoor fireplace shall not be less than 15 feet from any structure or 
combustible materials. The maximum size shall be three (3) feet wide by two (2) feet 
high, per the regulations set forth by SHAES as of 11.1.17, or as amended. 
 

  
  5.   Questions/comments from Planning Commissioners / Zoning Administrator: 

None                        
          
  6.   Public comment/correspondence:  The following read statements concerning 

STRs 
John Barkley (Attachment #3) 
Larry Scott from Glenn Shores (Attachment #4)  
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Laura Toweson (Attachment #5)  
Donald & Carolyn Sappanos and Norm Fouts (Attachment #6). 

 
 Greg Hass, Glenn Shores said if fire pits must be 25’ away from neighboring 

building, why not greasy grills be required to be 25’ back also. 
 
 Jen Chata said statements of vision in the community were petty and not related to 

the community as it is now.  Should not be based on history. 
 
        Chairperson Liepe and commissioners read the following letters from citizens.  To 

give letter authors equal time as present citizens comments, they read each letter 
for up to two minutes maximum.   

 
Read letters from public:   
Brian Hoffman (Attachment #7)  
Carl Schwartz (Attachment #8) 
Lois Schwartz (Attachment #9) 
Priscilla Massey (Attachment #10) 
Maureen Perideaux (Attachment #11) 
Kristen Barczyk (Attachment #12) 
Chris Barczyk (Attachment #13) 
 
Chairperson Liepe invited more public comment. 
 
Walter Harry, Miami Park resident for 40 years, has rentals on both sides of his 
home, he has no complaints and is not in opposition to STRs 
 
Terry Masterson, Glenn Shores, stated he is in favor of STRs and thanked the 
Planning Commission for all their work.   

 
  7.   Close public hearing, Planning Commission deliberates and votes: 
 

Fleming said STR is illegal because we say so.  Remember, it became illegal 
because a judge said so.  This is not how we zone, not by a judge.  As far as 
character of a community, it is a fleeting thing.  There is no way to preserve it.  We 
can slow changes down, but not ultimately preserve them.  STRs are changing 
character, causing some problems for some people.  Casco cannot quantify the 
problems or take the problems from neighbors to preserve what they want to 
preserve. 
 
Chairperson Liepe asked for a motion to send the STR Ordinance Amendment on to 
the board.  Fleming made the motion, Hughes 2nd the motion.  In favor: Liepe, 
Fleming, Knisley, Hughes.  No votes: Graff. 
 
Knisley said it has been a long year and they have covered a lot of topics, but once 
they streamlined what the PC was tasked to do, definitions and where to allow 
STRs, they got it done.  The scope became limited, but the process is not done.  
The board will take care of the rest.  The board can change the regulations on a 
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month to month basis.  It is up to the Township Board for rules and regulations.  If it 
is not working, they can make changes.  The PC is proceeding with something, now 
it moves on to a different board. 
 
Fleming said he wanted to address the idea Mr. Barkley had about reinforcing look 
that happens.  We need to realize the loop we are in already with zoning.  We 
started zoning to help neighbors decide what they can do with their own houses.  
Now we are telling them how many people we can have in their house. 
 
Chairperson Liepe thanked the public for all their input.  Everyone has the right to 
speak their voice.  We all have the right to be respected for our opinions.  She 
wanted the public to know she appreciated their comments.  She thanked 
commissioners for all their work. 
 
Nathan Mehmed, Williams & Works, said Wells apologize for not being able to 
attend tonight’s meeting. 
 
Chairperson Liepe invited all to attend the Annual Meeting on Saturday, March 24th 9 
AM to Noon 

 
  8.   Closing comments and adjournment of Special meeting: A motion by Fleming to 

adjourn, supported by Knisley.  All in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 7:10 PM.    

 

Minutes prepared by Janet Chambers, Recording Secretary  

 
Upcoming meetings: 
Wed February 7; 7 PM – Regular Meeting  
Wed March 7; 6 PM – Public Hearing and Meeting 
Wed March 24; 9 AM – Noon with Board 

 
 
 
                                                                                                 
  
Attachment #1 Sign-in Sheet 
Attachment #2 Proposed Zoning Changes 
Attachment #3 John Barkley’s statement 
Attachment #4 Larry Scott 
Attachment #5 Laura Toweson 
Attachment #6 Don Sappanos  
Attachment #7 Brian & Connie Hoffman  
Attachment #8 Carl Schwartz  
Attachment #9 Lois Schwartz  
Attachment #10 Priscilla Massey 
Attachment #11 Maureen Perideaux  
Attachment #12 Kristen Barczyk   
Attachment #13 Chris Barczyk  
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