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Alex Olson’s Eagle project; to design and build a picnic shelter for the new
Pequaywan Township community trail. (sumitted photo)

CARES Act Funding
Provides Support to
Lake County Citizens
BJ Kohlstedt, Emergency Management
Director
Aug. 14, 2020 - Lake County has received
$1.28 million to support the community during the COVID-19 pandemic, such as small
businesses, charitable nonprofits, congregate
care facilities, health services, local government
expenses, and individuals in need.
A CARES Act Task Force, including the
County Administrator, Board representatives,
Auditor, Health and Human Services Director
and Emergency Management Director, has met
to determine the priorities and process to most
effectively distribute these funds.
“Our highest priority is to send the bulk of
these funds to our small businesses and nonprofits who are hardest hit financially during
this crisis, along with our most vulnerable citizens and those who care for them,” according
to County Administrator Matt Huddleston.
“We're pleased that up to $850,000 is available
directly to our business community.”
The remainder of the funding will assist local governments and public safety providers to
serve residents through the end of this year.
More information will be sent directly to target audiences to inform them of the simple application processes. Check the Lake County
website soon for updates.

To get Eagle a Scout must have earned a
minimum of 21 merit badges (13 of which
are required), complete rank advancement
and the service project all before the Scout
turns 18.
Only 4% of Scouts nationally ever reach
Eagle status. The required Eagle project is
meant for the Scout to plan, develop, and
give leadership to others in a service project
helpful to any religious institution, school or
community. It cannot benefit the Scout. The
project Alex Olson chose was to design and
build a picnic shelter for the new Pequaywan
Township community trail.

Alex earned a total of 26 merit badges -which earned him an additional award, the
Bronze Palm. A scout may receive a Palm for
every additional 5 merit badges they earn beyond the Eagle required.
Alex's project took a total of 206 hours to
complete. It required help from the Scouts,
parents of the Scouts, friends, family and the
Pequaywan Township Board. It is located
south side of the intersection of Hwy. 44 and
Rossini Road in Brimson on the community
trail. He had over 70 nights of camping, and
over 25 hours of community service, all
within 5 years. Congratulations Alex.
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A recent arrival to north shore residency,
Chris Belfield served for 22 years in the U.S.
Air Force, with 16 of those as an officer.
Throughout his career, both military and civilian, Belfield has been a pastor and chaplain
in a variety of roles, including in the service,
at a church, and for various corrections, medical, law enforcement and emergency responder organizations.
In his years in the military, Belfield says
that he saw a lot of stress from members of
all ranks and genders.
“When deployed in a combat area we
learned as we went along how to deal with it.
But coming back home for a lot of people can
be hard. There are not a lot of integrated mental health care options for veterans to transition successfully,” said Belfield, adding that
military service members and veterans are at
an unusually high risk for suicide with some
estimates of 21 suicides each day.
As a military chaplain Belfield says that
providing a safe place to be heard is the primary need.
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“Chaplains provide spiritual comfort for
those who serve, also confidential, non-judgmental listening by someone who has been
there. We have all taken the same oath to
serve, and all been through basic training. I
can honestly say to a veteran, 'I understand,
let's talk about it,'” said Belfield.
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Belfield has been reaching out by telephone
to make “Buddy Calls” during the pandemic,
and is hoping that veterans in Lake County
will reach out to him.
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“I would tell veterans to call me if they
want to talk. We take care of each other,” said
Belfield. He can be reached at:
cachbe@lakeconnections.net,
or (218)510-0780.
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